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DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 
FEBRUARY 10, 2003 
 

Letter to the Editor 
John Osborne, HMM, writes: 
" Concerning Vince Zelazny's interesting 
suggestion to offset Yearly Meeting travel's 
energy costs by planting trees [11/12'02, p. 6 
#9]: '40 hectares' is not 4 square kilometres.  
That would be 400 ha.  I figure that to plant 
40 ha would take 36,000 trees; so planting 
400 ha would take quite a lot.  I hope we can 
hear more about this proposal.  It brings up 
some interesting questions." 
 

Announcements 
Seventh-Day School/Young Friends 
Weekend:  YFs of around 5-12 years from NS 
& NB will attend this workshop Sat., Jan. 25, 
10:00 through overnight, at the Millers' in 
redericton.  Contact: Martha McClure, 472-
9086, or vinmar@nbnet.nb.ca. 
 
Cross-Canada Protests Against War in Iraq: 
Jan. 18, 1:00 - Public witness/protests in 
Halifax & Fredericton, etc.  Set to coincide 
with the launch of the Iraq War in 1991.  
Further deliberations in the Security Council 
(and the threat of war being declared) will be 
especially high in mid-to-late January. 

 
Jane MacKay Wright Tour on Iraq: January 
through spring - This CFSC-sponsored cross-
Canada tour by Jane is a good outreach 
opportunity, and it is hoped that you will 
make her speaking engagement known in your 
community.  A schedule will be posted under 
"Events" on CFSC website:  
www.cfsc.quaker.ca. 

 

Actions Against War in Iraq 
Peace Vigil Kit 
Peace and National Concerns Committee is 
preparing a kit to equip local Friends 
Meetings and Worship Groups for  
organizing vigils and will include resources.  
Information from the CFSC  
Forum relating to the "war on terrorism" 
includes Quaker responses.  Kit and Forum 
will be posted on CFSC website: 
www.cfsc.quaker.ca. 
 
Ecumenical Public Statement 
Canadian Council of Churches, Project 
Ploughshares, and KAIROS will post a Public 
Statement signed by "church leaders" on 
Ploughshares website: www.ploughshares.ca.  
It will be used to demonstrate to the 
government and media the strong will of the 
Canadian faith communities against a war in 
Iraq. 
 
An Appeal from New Brunswick Monthly 
Meeting: (Sent to media and PM Dec. 22) 
After "Peace on Earth" War in Iraq? 
 
"Peace on earth" and "good will to men" are 
much in the air of late.  At Christmastime 
many of us are invited repeatedly--as families 
or congregations of citizens or consumers--to 
ponder these ideals.  The call echoes through 
shopping malls and halls of worship, it emits 
from televisions and street-corner Santas.  
But it falls, more often than not, upon ears 
deafened by the white noise of commerce 
and "infotainment", and minds long since 
cajoled into the certainty of their own 
inconsequence in the face of problems and 
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forces assumed to be beyond the powers of 
average human beings.  Thus Christmas may 
also bring to us a feeling of impotence which 
results in indifference toward the larger 
world. 
 
In the coming new year the consequences of 
this indifference are likely to include another 
killing ground in Iraq perpetrated chiefly by 
the government and armed forces of the 
United States.  Like other such military 
actions, this one will be undertaken, as 
George Bush Jr. has repeatedly put it without 
a hint of irony, "in the name of peace"; but it 
will ultimately spawn more and more 
unpredictable violence. 
 
It will be justified by the manifest evil of 
Saddam Hussein; but the great preponderance 
of killing will be of people who bear no 
responsibility for the crimes of the Iraqi 
regime.  And it will be sanitized, spun clean 
by the Pentagon censors and a compliant 
mainstream media.  The shiny image of 
modern "surgical" warfare will mask a grim 
reality of slaughter and destruction. 
 
The disaster can be averted.  Indifference 
must be transformed into activism.  We 
Canadians must reaffirm our nation's resolve 
to find a multilateral, diplomatic solution to 
this conflict.  We must persuade our 
government to denounce the prospect of 
unilateral military action against Iraq, and to 
reject in advance the possibility of providing 
support for such action.  Write or e-mail your 
MP or MLA now! 
 
If the American government can be made to 
understand its isolation, if the weight of 
world opinion remains firmly opposed to U.S. 
war plans, and if the potential costs of 
unilateral military action begin to appear to 
outweigh the short-term benefits, then the 
terrible storm brewing in the Middle East 
might yet be blown off course.  Let us make 
this the season of significant gifts--gifts of 
work for peace--and restore meaning to the 
ideals of Christmas. 

Reviews 
Quaker Aboriginal Affairs Committee, CFSC, 
Tour by Marilyn Roper, Houlton-Woodstock; 
Worship Group of NBMM 
 
On Oct. 3, Phyllis Fischer, Jennifer Preston 
Howe, and her daughter Sarah visited our 
home in Houlton, Maine.  After lunch 
together, Harry and I, Louis Paul (of the 
Woodstock First Nation and occasional 
attender at our Worship Group for over 10 
years), and two elders from the Woodstock 
First Nation viewed the CFSC slide show that 
Jennifer and Sarah presented.  Louis is 
particularly interested in CFSC's work for 
aboriginal rights with the United Nations.   
 
On Oct. 5, Phyllis, Jennifer, and Sarah 
attended the American Friends Service 
Committee's Wabanaki Program Committee 
meeting on Indian Island (Penobscot), near 
Bangor.  Also at the meeting was Ed 
Nakawatase of AFSC in Philadelphia, with 
whom Jennifer works closely.  We were all 
pleased to have the small delegation from 
CFSC in Maine, and were impressed with the 
slide show. 
 
QAAC Tour in Fredericton by Edith Miller, 
NBMM 
  
On Oct. 2, the QAAC slide presentation at St. 
Thomas University was well attended, 
including many students.  Jennifer went over 
the history of QAAC (originally, Quaker 
Committee on Native Concerns), and 
described its mandate, that involvement in 
aboriginal affairs must start with educating 
ourselves and others.  QAAC functions include 
raising money for programs and concerns 
(such as the AFSC Wabanaki Youth Program), 
being a supportive/mediative presence, 
having political dialog, having a 
witness/observer status, and participating in 
coalitions (Aboriginal Rights Coalition, 
Mennonites, Peace Brigades). 
 
QAAC has been involved with the Lubicon 
Cree land settlement negotiations, Burnt 
Church (they stayed at gkisedtanamoogk's 
house on this tour), and monitoring UN 
working group on indigenous peoples.  They 
recommend subscribing to papers such as 
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Wind Speaker or Micmac-Maliseet Nations 
News, attending a Native friendship centre, 
or letting  
acquaintances know that you are concerned. 
 
Anne Thomas Worshop, "Jesus in the 
Movies" by Lesley Read, Sackville Worship 
Group, NBMM 
 
NB Friends were treated to a very interesting 
workshop by Anne Thomas, Nov. 30-Dec. 1 in 
Edmund Casey Hall, St. Thomas University, 
entitled "Jesus in the Movies."  The day was 
hosted by Fredericton Worship Group and 
included Friends from Sackville and others, 
including a Moslem attender.   
 
Anne showed us excerpts from numerous 
movies, which were grouped around different 
Bible stories.  It was fascinating to see the 
various ways in which Jesus was portrayed, 
from early films of 1912-1916, to Hollywood 
epics, musicals, educational 
films, children's films and 
more controversial films 
such as The Last Temptation 
of Christ.   
 
We appreciated Anne's 
depth of knowledge and her 
ability to put the Bible 
stories into the social and 
political context of Jesus' 
time.  We also participated 
in a Friendly Bible Study process, which gave 
us an opportunity to hear others' points of 
view. 
 
On Saturday evening we watched one full-
length movie, Jesus of Montreal, a thought-
provoking and satirical French-Canadian film.  
We ended with discussion on Sunday morning, 
before joning Fredericton Meeting for 
Worship.  
 
Many thanks to Anne for her hard work in 
putting this workshop together, and to Martha 
McClure for local arrangements.  We also 
appreciate the hospitality of Fredericton 
Friends. 
 

Personals 
Ellen and Keith Helmuth, NBMM 
 
Keith continues his work at the Penn Book 
Center in Philadelphia, where, Ellen writes, 
"the unusual thriving of a small independent 
bookstore continues under his care.  His 
window displays have become a noted feature 
of the store's reputation and scholars from 
around the region come to browse and select 
books from the thoughtfully stocked shelves." 
 
Keith also is busy with the Quaker Eco-
Witness group on a consultation on economics 
and ecology in June 2003.  Ellen still works at 
Friends General Conference offices in 
administration and development. 
 
Highlights of their year were a reunion with 
Keith's siblings for a canoe and camping trip 

in the Boundary Waters area of 
northern Minnesota, and three 
weddings in the family.  They also 
came back to NB, "and enjoyed 
seeing again many dear friends as 
well as the land we knew for so 
many years and dearly love." 
 
In one of Keith's store windows is 
a sign, "Which World?" calling 
attention to books both about the 
U.S. build-up for war and about 

working  for peace, such as Bush at War and 
Its Our World Too. 
 
Doris and John Calder, NBMM 
 
Keith & Ellen visited John & Doris at Pendle 
Hill for a weekend getaway.  Ellen reports 
that "we shared a lot of laughs.  They are 
having a ball, and they are dearly loved by all 
those PH people!!  John sings in the PH 
chorus." The Calders spent Christmas at home 
in Long Reach, NB. 
 
Margery Dahn, South Shore Worship Group 
 
Margery has been recognized by Council of 
Canadians for her long-time efforts for peace.  
She is to be congratulated! 

“There is something to be 
said for having a religious 
base.  You don't get over-
ambitious, you know that you 
only work here, you aren't 
asked to run the universe.  
You are only asked to be 
careful, conscientious and 
faithful.  It's a great relief.” 

   -- Ursula Franklin 
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Sarah Anala, Inuit elder  
 
Many of you may remember Sarah, who spoke 
to our Friends World Committee on 
Consultation-Atlantic Friends Gathering a few 
years ago, on her life as an Inuk, from 
Labrador to New Brunswick.  Sarah was 
presented with the Queen's Golden Jubilee 
Medal on Nov. 28, in the aboriginal room of 
the Senate in Ottawa.   
 

Minutes of Monthly Meetings 
Abridgement of Halifax Monthly Meeting 
Minutes of Dec. 3, 2002, at home of Charles 
& Heather Brown.  Meeting opened with 
worship and a reading of Advices & Queries 
#19; 8 Friends present. 
 
HMM would like to arrange a public meeting 
when Jane MacKay Wright, of CFSC, comes to 
Halifax to speak on her visit in Iraq with 
Christian Peacemakers Team.   
 
Copies of the CFSC leaflet, "Quakers Speak 
Out Against War & Terrorism", will be made 
and include NS Friends contact info. 
 
HMM approved the sexual ethics statement 
for inclusion in Organization & Procedure, 
sent by Continuing Meeting of Ministry & 
Counsel. 
 
In regards to purchasing shared meeting 
space, HMM is planning to name 3 Trustees of 
HMM.  Finance Committee & Anne Thomas are 
asked to bring to a future meeting a set of 
bylaws which can be used in registering with 
Joint Stocks under the Societies Act. 
 
Sylvia Mangalam attended a public 
consultation on International Trade & Food, 
sponsored by Canadian Council for 
International Cooperation and Education & 
Development in a Global Environment. 
 
Abridgement of Halifax Monthly Meeting 
Minutes of Jan. 5, 2002, at Atlantic School 
of Theology  Meeting opened with worship 
and a reading of Advices & Queries #20; 9 
Friends present. 

HMM is planning to meet with the Arimathea 
Funeral Coop on Jan. 25 in Middle 
Musquodoboit. 
 
Anne & Barry Thomas will look into any legal 
issues HMM needs to be aware of in 
appointing trustees, and into implications of 
registering with Joint Stocks under the 
Societies Act of NS. 
 
A Meetinghouse Committee is seeking 
property and discussing implications of 
purchasing a meetinghouse, on Jan. 18.   In 
the meantime, Meetings continue to be held 
in AST, to whom HMM gives a donation for 
Meeting, additional use of the room, and 
library space. 
 
Library books are shelved in the AST library & 
have been catalogued.  It is suggested that 
there be a standing order of Reports & 
Minutes of Canadian Yearly Meeting. 

  
Abridgement of Wolfville Monthly Meeting 
Minutes, Nov. 13, 2002, at home of Marilyn 
Manzer, Clerk 
  
Dale Gruchy has been approved as Treasurer 
of WMM. 
 
WMM would like to host tour of Jane MacKay 
Wright, on her visit with a Christian Peace 
Maker Team in Iraq. 
 
The Meeting posed Home Mission & 
Advancement Committee questions on Gifts 
of Ministry:  How are Gifts of Ministry 
acknowledged?  If a Friend feels led to travel 
in Ministry what process is used?  How are 
Friends who feel called to Ministry supported?  
How are Friends who are engaged in Ministry 
called to accountability?  Does our Monthly 

“Seen at New England-Atlantic Fall 
Gathering: What was thought to be 
dandelion seeds floating to the earth, 
which inspired a nice analogy to seeds 
of peace being planted, were identified 
by Vince as alder wooly aphids spinning 
about.  Perhaps these minute creatures 
could be broadcasting our message in 
all directions as well as seeds taking 
root.”   -- em 
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Meeting understand & value the Gifts of 
Elders?  How are holders of Gifts discerned, 
nurtured & held accountable? 
 
WMM library contains publications of Friends 
Committee for Unity with Nature.  FCUN has 
posed questions for MMs, such as:  What 
ecological concerns has our Meeting 
addressed?  Has our MM or its individual 
members been active with FCUN?  Does 
FCUN's Statement of Purpose adequately 
reflect Friends' witness today on the 
environment?: 

"To search and to help others to search 
for that life which affirms the unity of 
all Creation; to apply and help others 
apply Friends' practice to live in deep 
communion with all Life Spirit; to be 
guided by and to help others be guided 
by the Light within us to participate in 
the healing of the Earth; to provide 
resources, networking, & support to 
Yearly & Monthly Meetings, and to others 
of whatever persuasion; to help them 
search for effective ways to achieve the 
above objectives; and to provide a 
reflective & energetic forum that will 
strengthen & deepen that spiritual unity 
with nature which values integrity, 
diversity, & continuity of life on Earth."   
                  

Bruce Dienes introduced a Cycle of Prayer, 
wherein every week member churches will be 
asked to pray for one of the member religious 
organizations.  An ecumenical workshop, "To 
Seek Justice & Resist Evil: Towards a Global 
Economy for All God's People," was held Nov. 
30.  
 
Abridgement of Wolfville Monthly Meeting 
Minutes, Dec. 11, 2002, at home of Marilyn 
Manzer 
• WMM has sent a donation to help support 

Canadian Friend. 

• The Meeting received $1565.85 from CYM 
Outreach Fund, for their outreach work. 

•  An adult education kit for an 8-week 
Study Group came from Ministry & 
Counsel.  A Study Group will meet in Jan. 
following worship, on "What does the 
Lord require of thee?  Hearing God's call 
& responding." 

• A request for membership has come from 
Sheila Richardson, and a membership 
committee formed. 

• Marilyn reported that CYM will be Aug. 2-
9 at Montebello, Quebec. 

• Friends General Conference will be the 
first week of July at University of 
Pittsburgh, PA, on the theme: "Coming to 
Peace." 

• The new Organization & Procedure 
manual, sent from CYM, has been ordered 
for members @ $5.00. 

 
Abridgement of New Brunswick Monthly 
Meeting Minutes, Dec. 15, 2002, held in 
Faculty Lounge of E. Casey Hall, St. Thomas 
University 
• Anne Thomas gave her workshop on 

"Jesus in the Movies."  A total of 25 
people attended part or all of the 
sessions, all Friends except for 4 of 
different faiths.  Reaction was very 
positive, and impressions shared on the 
various takes on the Bible stories.   

• NBMM approved of the terms of reference 
and formation of Atlantic Friends 
Communications Committee, according to 
Anne Thomas' guidelines, and of Jeff 
Brown as an alternate to Vince Zelazny, 
as NB representatives of the Committee. 

• Meeting discussed joining a peace vigil 
such as those in St. Stephen & Houlton, 
ME.  Worship Groups and MMs are invited 
to share their peace activities.  A 
statement on impending war in Iraq was 
drafted. 

• NBMM contributed to the appeal for 
support from Canadian Friend. 

• Daphne Davey sent reports from HMAC on 
Representative Meeting, Fall '02, and on 
Priorities & Restructuring. 

 

Schedules of Meetings 
Halifax Monthly Meeting 
• Sat., Jan. 18, 6:30, Farewell potluck for 

Tammy Sutherland & David Dyck, at home 
of Jessica Tellez, 22 Northcliffe Lane, 
Hfx. 

• Sun., Jan. 19, David Newlands will speak 
after Meeting for Worship (M4W) to his 
recent pamphlet, "Quakers & the New 
Economic World Order."  Brown-bag 
lunch. 
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• Sun., Feb. 2, following M4W in Hfx, 
Meeting for Learning will discuss Chap. 4, 
"Preparing to Listen to God," from 
"Listening Spirituality." 

• Tues., Feb. 4, 6:30, potluck followed at 
7:30 by Meeting for Worship for Business 
(M4W4B), at Marie Welton's home, 551 
Atlantic, 423-3265. 

• Sun., Feb. 9, Dartmouth Worship Group 

• Sun., Feb. 16, following M4W in Hfx, 
Betty Peterson will speak on KAIROS. 

• Tues., Feb. 18, 7:30, discussion on  
implications of purchasing a 
meetinghouse, at Jennifer Dingle's, 42 
Woodward Crescent, 443-2469. 

• Sat., Feb. 22, 10:30-3:30, retreat on 
"Foundations of Faith" chapter for a new 
CYM Book of Discipline, brown-bag lunch, 
at the Osbornes', 5 Blink Bonnie Terrace, 
Dartmouth, 461-0702. 

• Sun., Feb. 23, Dartmouth Worship Group 

• Sun., Mar. 2, lunchtime, following M4W in 
Hfx. and brown-bag lunch, M4W4B. 

• Sun., Mar. 9, Dartmouth Worship Group. 

• Sun., Mar. 23, Dartmouth Worship Group 

• Sat., Mar. 29, 10:00-3:30, previously 
postponed session on Haiku, led by Claire 
Henry, at AST.  Brown-bag lunch. 

 
Note:  Unless indicated otherwise, Hfx. 
Friends meet each Sun. for Worship & First-
Day School at 10:30 in the Library Building of 
Atlantic School of Theology (AST); Dartmouth 
Friends meet for Worship at 10:30 on the 2nd 
& 4th Sundays of the month at 22 Lorne Ave., 
Dartmouth.  Info. from: Valerie Osborne, 461-
0702; Meeting answering machine, 429-2904. 
 
New Brunswick Monthly Meeting 
 
Usual schedule is to have Meeting-4-Worship-
4-Business on the 3rd Sun. of the month: 11:00 
Meeting for Worship followed by potluck & 
then M4W4B, held in E. Casey Hall, STU.  To 
make sure, and to find out when & where 
NBMM's 6 Worship Groups meet, contact: 
Martha McClure, 472-9086, or 
vinmar@nbnet.nb.ca. 
 
In Jan., however, M4W4B will not be on the 
3rd Sun., as 3 members are rehearsing for 
Fredericton Choral Society concert that night.  
It will instead be Sun., Jan. 26, and Friends 

who have spent the night before for the 
Young Friends Weekend, are invited to 
attend. 
 

Changes of Address 
• Helen & Bill Zebedee, 104 Newcastle St., 

Apt. 6, Dartmouth, NS, 902-463-9100, 
hzebedee@hfx.eastlink.ca 

• Marguerite Overington, 600 E. 
Chezzetcook Rd., RR1 Site 10, Box 17, 
Head of Chezzetcook, NS, B0J 1N0, 902-
827-7010 (phone & fax), 
moverington@accesswave.ca. 

• Maria Recchia, Centre for Community-
based Management, P.O. Box 3920, St. 
Andrews, NB, E5B 3S7, 506-529-4157 
(phone), 506-529-4160 (fax), 
mariar@nb.sympatico.ca. 

• Charles Follini, 646 Main St., apt. 7, 
Grand Falls, NB, 506-475-9180, 
follini@hotmail.com. 

 

 
A History of Penn's Field (Pennfield), NB 
Sent by Vince & Martha, from an 1893 Saint 
Croix Courier, St. Stephen, NB 
  
"[The leader of the Pennfield colonists,] 
Joshua Knight, came from Abbington, a 
suburb of Philadelphia.  With other members 
of the Society of Friends, he had sought 
protection in New York; and his abandoned 
property was confiscated by the Whig 
authorities. 
 
"Early in 1783, the following ad was published 
in New York": 
 

Notice is hereby given to those Belonging 
to the Society of people commonly called 
Quakers, and to those who have had a 
Birthright among them, and now wish to 
promote that Society, and have made A 
Return of their names in Order to be 
removed to the river St. Johns in 
Novascotia, that it is the request of some 
of that Society that they will call at No. 

“The Torah says, in essence, that you are 
not required to finish the task, but 
neither are you permitted to lay it 
down.”  -- Greg Pahl, Vermont Friend 
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188 in Water street….[on the river St. 
Johns]: in so doing they will oblige 
Several Well wishers to that Society. 
 

"In answer to this, 49 people agreed to settle 
and adopted": Rules and regulations for the 
Government of the society of people called 
Quakers, who settle together on the river St. 
Johns Novascotia, to be entered in their book 
of records as a standing rule to them, and 
Kept inviolate by every Member of Said 
society. 
 
• Article 1st. that a proper Book be 

procured by said society in which their 
proceedings shall be recorded, and that a 
Clark be appointed annually to make a 
fair entry of the Same. 

•  2nd. That every publick matter which 
concerns the society in general, shall be 
Determined by a Majority of votes of the 
members of the society who are arived to 
the age of Twenty one years. …. [Article 
3 skipped] 

• 4th. That no slaves be either Bought or 
sold nor kept by any person belonging to 
Said society on any pretence whatsoever. 
….. [5 and 6 skipped] 

  
The Saint Croix Courier goes on to say: 
 

"This document was written 50 years 
before the abolition of slavery in the 
British West Indies, and 80 years before 
the Emancipation Proclamation in the 
United States.  The fact that slavery then 
existed in New England, and that some of 
the New York loyalists who settled in 
other parts of NS brought slaves with 
them, makes its anti-slavery declaration 
the more remarkable." 
 
"'No slave master admitted'", to my mind, 
makes that page one of the most 
magnificent in all our history, or in any 
history.” --  W.F. Ganong 
 

Later in 1783, an ad announced that those 
Quakers who wished to settle in "Nova Scotia" 
meet at the house of Joshua Knight in New 
York. 
 
That October, "A vessel bringing the Quakers 
and their goods probably accompanied one of 

the later fleets sailing for St. John.  It may be 
surmised that the agents had chosen Beaver 
Harbor as a place of settlement in preference 
to any lands they found available on the St. 
John River, and made their report to that 
effect when the ship arrived.   
 
"Their new settlement was called 'Penn's 
Field', in honor of the founder of 
Pennsylvania. 
 
"The story of their journey, and of their 
arrival at Beaver Harbor, is unknown to the 
writer, and further information on the 
subject would be gladly received."  
 


