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Atlantic Friends Newsletter 
January-February 2004 

____________________________________________
______

 
Edith Miller.  Editor, Formatter.  Personals, 
scheduled meetings, articles, suggestions 
and comments to 448 Golf Club Rd., 
Fredericton, NB, E3B 5Z7; 506-454-5882; 
memiller@nb.sympatico.ca 
 
Daphne Davey.  Postal-service mailer. Also 
handles both postal and e-mail address 
changes. Send changes to Daphne at: 
PO Box 299, Cornwall, PEI, C0A 1H0; 902-
675-3501; fax 902-675-2533; or 
ddavey@isn.net 
 
Bruce Dienes. Webminder, Atlantic 
Friends’  website: www.atlantic.quaker.ca.   
   
DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE:  
FEBRUARY 16/04 
 
Editor's Comments 
 
I want to thank Kunyi Mangalam for her 
service in putting this newsletter together 
with Daphne and me the past year and e-
mailing it out, and for getting me started in 
experimenting with formatting.  I think it 
will make her life a little easier not having 
to try to fit this job into her very busy life.  
So instead, we have not only a new staff 
but a new set-up to facilitate bringing the 
news to Friends with and without 
computers.  (See the following Notice.)  
Thank you so much, dear Kunyi!   
Happy New Year, Friends!               em 
 
 
Notices 
 
 
Electronic newsletter now in PDF! 
For your information, the electronic version 
of the newsletter (circulated by e-mail) will 
now be sent, thanks to Bruce Dienes, in  
 

PDF format. PDF is universal, whereas MS 
Word (previously used) is not, so now 
everyone who receives the newsletter by  
e-mail should be able to open and read it. 
 
This change will also improve distribution. 
If one e-mail address is wrong, the others 
will not be affected, "not like sending an e-
mail message to a large circulation list and 
having them all stopped in their tracks 
because of one wrong address," as Daphne 
aptly put it. 
 
If you have a change of e-mail (or snail 
mail) address, please send it to Daphne. 
However, the more intrepid among you 
can choose to make your own e-mail 
address change through the website by 
following directions. Please do not send 
newsletter address changes to Bruce. 
He’s busy enough! 
 
To summarize, there is really no change to 
how you will receive the newsletter. Those 
on e-mail will receive it as usual (but sent 
out by Bruce in PDF format). The rest will 
continue to receive it in the regular mail 
from Daphne.   
 
New Atlantic Friends’ website! 
www.atlantic.quaker.ca 
Bruce Dienes, Wolfville MM, has started up 
an Atlantic Friends’ website (for which he 
will act as Webminder) on which, among 
other things, he will post back issues of the 
newsletter.  http://atlantic.quaker.ca 
To access newsletter issues, click on 
Newsletter and follow directions. This will 
be useful as outreach for enquirers, as well 
as for Friends wishing to look up 
information in a back issue. Bruce also 
mentions the idea of a "pinpoint" map on 
the website, so enquirers can find the 
nearest Monthly Meeting or Worship Group. 
(Reminder: Recipients on the electronic 
newsletter list will continue to receive 
issues by e-mail as before.) 
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Organization and Procedure 
 
There is a new edition of Organization and 
Procedure (4th printing, Oct. 2002), part of 
the Discipline of Canadian Yearly Meeting.  
It is no longer loose-leaf, but has a spiral 
binding and larger print.  Order yours 
today!  It costs $5.00 plus .90 postage, 
from Quaker Book Service, Box 4652 Station 
E, Ottawa, ON, K1S 5H8.  Make check for 
$5.90 payable to Quaker Book Service. 
 
 
Change of address 
 
Anne & Barry Thomas, Other Parts of NS, 
HMM.  120 Jennings Settlement Rd.,  
Box 41, Tangier, NS, B0J 3H0.           
Anne: a.thomas@ns.sympatico.ca; 
Barry: bhthomas@ns.sympatico.ca. 
 
David & Marion Newlands, Dartmouth WG 
of HMM.   newlands@primus.ca. 
 
 
Reports 
 
 
Atlantic Friends Meeting for 
Common Concerns 
 
This annual meeting was held November 1, 
2003, at the home of Maida Follini, NBMM, 
in Amherst, NS.  The informal minutes 
read: 
 
Present:  Halifax MM: Atze Douma, Corrie 
Douma, Betty Peterson, Anne Thomas; New 
Brunswick MM: Doris Calder, Maida Follini, 
Linda Foy, Edith Miller, Michael Miller, 
Lesley Read, Jane Robertson, Vince 
Zelazny; Wolfville MM: Carol Bradley, Bruce 
Dienes.   
 

1.  We opened with a time of 
worship.  Vince Zelazny was named as clerk 
for the day.  Anne Thomas agreed to 
record.  An agenda was drawn up. 
 

2.  Atlantic Friends Newsletter:  
Edith reported as Editor.  The team has 
been in place for a year and glitches are 

still being sorted out.  Kunyi Mangalam will 
no longer do the formatting and the tasks 
will be shared between Edith and Daphne 
Davey.  Bruce offered to prepare PDF 
versions of the Newsletter and to put 
archival copies on the web.  More 
submissions from a broader selection of 
Friends are needed. 
 

3.  Communications Committee:  
Vince, Bruce, and Anne have kept in touch 
but no formal requests have been assigned 
to them by Monthly Meetings.  Meetings can 
forward minutes of concern that involve 
the region to the committee, who will 
facilitate coordination by all 3 MMs.  We 
ask the Communications Committee to set 
up the fall Meeting for Common Concerns: 
the date (preferably third weekend in 
Sept.), the place, and a suggested agenda. 
 

4.  Canadian Yearly Meeting 
sessions 2003:  Carol and Doris reported on 
CYM, noting that the atmosphere was very 
positive: Bible Study was well received, 
family night was fantastic, and Tom 
Findley's Sunderland P. Gardner Lecture 
was enjoyable.  We thank Alleson Kase and 
Paige Kennedy for the reports printed in 
the Nov.-Dec. 2003 Atlantic Friends 
Newsletter.  Minutes on same-sex marriage 
and finances will come to MMs, and 
information on site rules will come to 
Meetings of Ministry and Counsel. 
 

5.  Canadian Yearly Meeting 
sessions 2004 - local arrangements:  Carol 
arranged a meeting of local Friends the 
week before CYM Programme Committee 
met in October.  Major needs are 
transportation, outreach/media, and the 
food coop.  The food coop is at a point of 
transition due to several factors.  There are 
no Atlantic Friends on Religious Education 
Committee, and local Friends are needed 
to support the children's and youth 
programmes: could Atlantic Meetings and 
Worship Groups each take on one age 
group?  The deadline for core information 
for The Canadian Friend insert is December 
31.   

 
Local billets are sought for before 

and after CYM sessions, and ideas for day 
trips are being collected, e.g. Dartmouth 
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Quaker Whaler House.  We encourage Carol 
to keep in touch with Atlantic Meetings via 
e-mail and thank her for her clear report.  
We encourage all Atlantic Friends to help 
share the load of local arrangements and 
not expect Wolfville Friends to carry it 
alone.  
 

6.  Monthly Meeting reports   
    Halifax:  Minutes of interest to Atlantic 
Friends were shared: response to New 
Brunswick's concern to reduce the size of 
Representative Meeting; schedule for the 
visit of Margaret Slavin.  Halifax has a new 
set of leaflets which will be sent to the 
other Meetings. 
    New Brunswick:  NBMM sees itself as a 
microcosm of CYM--few Friends spread 
widely.  They are discussing creative ways 
of making Meeting for Business more 
accessible, for example, teleconferencing.  
The Meeting is opposing the 2004 CYM 
budget deficit. 
    Wolfville:  Realizing that the Meeting 
was too small to sustain itself, the Meeting 
has taken on a comprehensive outreach 
programme which includes leaflets, a 
phone listing, open house (with worship 
sharing on what attracted people to 
Friends), newspaper advertising, materials 
for those who respond, funded by a CYM 
grant.  As a result there are new attenders 
and an application for membership.  A 4-
session workshop is planned on Meeting for 
Worship, community, discernment, and 
service.  A midweek Meeting for Worship is 
held every second week.  Wolfville has 
made arrangements with 
<<canadahelps.com>>, which accepts 
online donations for charitable groups.  
Bruce has more information, 
<<bdienes@capflex.com>> 
 
 7.  QEAN (Quaker Environmental 
Action Network):  Carol reported, "Unless 
people take the dying of the world as 
seriously as slavery, it's basically not an 
issue but will keep being put off."  Friends 
can subscribe to QEAN by sending a 
message to:                                    
<QEAN-L-subscribe@quaker.ca> 
 
 8.  KAIROS and other social action 
concerns:  Betty circulated a petition on 
the U.S. Ballistic Missile Defense Program.  

KAIROS's focus for the coming year is 
"Cultivating Just Peace"; a poster and 
workbook available.  Topics include: 
respect human rights, nurture social 
security, control arms exports, increase aid 
and cancel debt: 
http://www.kairoscanada.org/ 
 

Betty is retiring from the Atlantic 
Planning Committee and the Halifax Cluster 
of KAIROS (Canadian Ecumenical Justice 
Initiative) to focus on archival work, but 
encourages Atlantic Friends to be actively 
involved in ecumenical work.  (See 
following article on KAIROS.) 

 
Alleson Kase, HMM, is organizing a 

"Turning the Tide" workshop, which will be 
open to Atlantic Friends. 

 
"Turning the Tide" is a programme 
developed by Friends in Britain that many 
Quaker and non-Quaker groups have used, 
to help them in their work on issues of 
concern.  Reflective and interactive 
workshops develop a common language for 
analyzing situations, and understanding 
how communication, persuasion and 
confrontation can build towards 
reconciliation in a new, more just 
relationship.  

 
9.  Nonviolent Peace Force Canada:  

Maida encouraged Friends to support the 
group which trains peace workers for 
accompaniment and human-rights 
monitoring.  Its first team will soon arrive 
in Sri Lanka: <http://www.npcanada.org/> 

 
10.  Ecumenical Faith and Justice:  

Linda spoke of the formation of this new 
group, which will focus on linking 
spirituality and action in the world.  Linda 
can give Friends more details (506-538-
2414). 

 
11.  Isolated Friends:  Atlantic 

Meetings have agreed to take under their 
care those Isolated Friends within the 
region who are open to a relationship with 
a Meeting.  HMM has named Betty and 
others to maintain contact with IFs. 

12.  Youth:  Halifax notes it has 
only 3 regular attenders at First Day School 
and would appreciate regional gatherings 
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for children.  Anne is prepared to lead 
Bible Study for teens. 

 
• We closed with worship after thanking 

Maida for offering her comfortable 
home; and the clerk, for finishing 
business 5 minutes early.  Friends 
expressed appreciation for being able 
to share in this way.    

 
 
 
KAIROS:  Betty Peterson, HMM, sent 
the following notice: 
 
There are KAIROS Clusters or Networks 
springing up all over Canada including the 
Atlantic Region.  Make inquiries or start one 
yourself through your Meeting and local 
churches and community groups. 
 
Educate yourself and your community.  
There will be workshops given in this region 
and national actions in the spring on 
different issues listed below on the Agenda.  
Stay tuned. CYM and CFSC endorse and 
support KAIROS and encourage your 
participation.  Interchurch action is 
strengthening and fun. 
 

Change is possible! 
We can do something! 

Hold that thought, Friends! 
 
On December 10, Human Rights Day, 
KAIROS will hold a press conference in 
Ottawa to announce its program emphasis 
for 2003-04: "Cultivating Just Peace … True 
Security." 
 
Agenda for Just Peace: Respect Human 
Rights, Nurture Social Security, Control 
Arms Exports, Increase Aid, Cancel Debt. 
 
Excellent material is available for taking 
action through a direct appeal to the Prime 
Minister, through visits with your Member 
of Parliament, and in conversations with 
candidates in the upcoming federal 
election.  Lift their sights from the dead 
center of military security to human 
security. 
 

For information on the campaign: 
www.kairoscanada.org 
info@kairoscanada.org 
For resource orders: 
orders@kairoscanada.org 
Tel: (416) 463-5312;  
toll-free 1-877-403-8933 
Address:  Kairos, 129 St. Clair Ave. West, 
Toronto, ON, M4V 1N5 
Subscribe to Kairos Times (free bi-weekly 
newsletter):  info@kairoscanada.org 
 

What can we do? 
We can dare to ask: 

What is true security? 
What is a Just Peace? 

 
 
Julie Graham, jgraham@kairoscanada.org 
writes: 
"In this campaign we challenge the idea 
that peace can be secured by force, 
recognizing this as the vision that feeds the 
War on Terror.  Cultivating Just Peace 
proposes an alternative vision, long 
promoted by the churches, in which 
universal respect for human rights and 
freedom from fear and want are seen as 
the path to 'true' security.   
 
"We invite you to promote a postcard 
campaign to the Federal Government, sign 
the Manifesto 2000 call for a Culture of 
Peace, and educate about Just Peace as an 
alternative to a 'security' that is driven by 
fear." 
 
 
 
Outreach 
 
For Enquirers 
 
Our Atlantic Monthly Meetings have come 
up with some impressive handouts for 
enquirers.  New Brunswick has a leaflet, 
"Quakers Speak Out Against War and 
Terrorism," with statements on peace, such 
as Penn's "Let us try then what Love will do 
… Force may subdue, but Love gains …" 
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Wolfville and Halifax have tastefully 
designed business cards, Halifax enjoining 
enquirers to "Join us in our weekly Meeting 
for Worship - Children are welcome." 
 
Among Halifax's leaflets is "We welcome 
families to our Meeting" that includes 
"Some practical suggestions," which we who 
are familiar with Quaker worship would do 
well to be reminded about:   
 
"As a family, talk about why you are coming 
to Meeting; Observe quiet time before 
meals and at bedtime; Before you enter the 
Meeting room, prepare for physical comfort 
by visiting the bathroom, removing boots, 
etc.; Talk with your children about ways of 
centering down--sitting on your lap may 
help.  
 
"Here are some centering suggestions: 
listen to words or music in your mind, listen 
to sounds outside the Meeting room, listen 
to sounds inside the Meeting room, listen 
inside yourself, feel yourself breathe."  This 
was based on material prepared by 
Elizabeth Ferry of New England Yearly 
Meeting in 2003. 
 
Other leaflets Halifax has available are 
"The Quakers: an introduction, "Quakers & 
Money," "Join us for Meeting for Worship," 
"On Membership," "What Does It Mean to 
Call Oneself A 'Friend'?" and "Am I a 
Quaker?"  
 
 
 
Justice is Everybody's 
Business 
By Michael R. Miller, NBMM 
 
"Judge not that ye be not judged" is an 
advice that few people today seem to 
follow, even though it is thousands of years 
old.  In The New Testament (Matthew 7.1 
KJV) it is attributed to Christ, who may 
have been quoting an earlier authority.  
Yet the search for a more profound idea of 
justice continues.  There are some who 
seek a deeper understanding of justice that 
goes beyond a personal desire for revenge 
or blind fear of offenders, even though 
such responses to violence are 

understandable.  The 6th International 
Conference on Restorative Justice last June 
in Vancouver is an example of this search.  
Marc Forget reports on it in the latest 
Quaker Concern (Autumn 2003). 
 
Another example, though more active and 
experiential, is the Alternatives to Violence 
Project (AVP).  You may be familiar with 
this series of intense, 3-day workshops, 
originally held in prison settings though 
later also adapted for schools and 
communities. 
 
AVPs were started in 1975 by Quakers at 
Greenhaven Prison, New York.  The first  
AVP workshop in Canada was held in 
Warkworth Prison, ON, in 1989.  That same 
year it was adopted as a project of the 
Quaker Committee on Jails & Justice.  In 
1993, with the help of several Ontario 
Friends, AVP was introduced to New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia.  Workshops 
have been held at Dorchester Penitentiary 
at least two every year since 1993. 
 

This is the 10th anniversary of AVP 
in Atlantic Canada 

 
In 2003 there were three AVP workshops 
held at Dorchester Penitentiary: a Basic, 
May 30-June 1; a 2nd-Level, June 27-29; and 
another Basic, Nov. 21-23.  Plans include a 
Training for Facilitators in the spring of 
2004. 
 
The AVP programs are very popular with 
inmates--there is quite a long waiting list.  
Workshops are limited to about 20 
participants, including outsiders and 
inmates.  Everyone involved, including the 
team of facilitators, is a volunteer.  At 
Dorchester workshops are held in the 
Community Centre and the Chapel.  
Chaplains have been very helpful in acting 
as inside coordinators. 
 
What happens in an AVP workshop?  The 
brochure from AVP-CANADA, at CYM office, 
explains:  "AVP workshops incorporate four 
basic elements of non-violent action--
affirmation, community building, 
communication skills, and conflict 
resolution--in a way that participants can 
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apply them to everyday life.  A prison or 
community workshop is an intensive 
experience extending over 27 and 22 hours, 
respectively. 
 
"AVP workshops follow a well-established 
format, but each workshop takes on a life 
of its own.  Ground rules are collectively 
upheld to encourage positive self-
expression and interaction among all 
participants.  Agendas for each session 
include periods of thoughtful reflection and 
lively activity designed to develop specific 
skills, self-awareness and trust within the 
group. 
 
AVP facilitators do little formal teaching, 
but nurture an atmosphere of trust that 
enables participants to learn from each 
other.  'Light & Livelies' are workshop 
favorites and are included in every session.  
These fun games serve as a reminder of the 
child within us, affirm our vision of sharing 
in a community together, and build 
personal skills. 
 
Blending mind and body into action, role 
plays and dialogues employ skills practiced 
in earlier sessions.  Participants are 
encouraged to role play a situation in which 
a conflict is created and resolved within 
the safety of the workshop environment.  
Such dramatizations may also demonstrate 
to the group how repressed feelings of 
powerlessness, oppression and resentment 
conspire to intensify conflict.  Exercises 
and role plays are followed by group 
discussion in which participants often glean 
their most valuable insights. 
 
"Participants come to AVP workshops as 
volunteers and are asked to attend every 
session.  To establish trust, participants are 
asked to affirm each other's good points 
and avoid slighting themselves or each 
other.  Participants are asked to listen 
without interrupting each other and 
respect each other's right to withdraw from 
any activity during the workshop." 
 
 
Atlantic Jubilee Program in 
Spiritual Formation and 
Guidance 

Last September Linda Foy, NBMM, enrolled 
in a 2-year program at the Tatamagouche 
Centre, NS, called The Atlantic Jubilee 
Program in Spiritual Formation and 
Guidance, which is described as "an 
intensive, ecumenical, home-based 
program in spiritual guidance and spiritual 
deepening."  The program is supported by 
three 8-day retreats, several shorter silent 
retreats, lots of reading, paper writing, 
spiritual journey groups (somewhat like our 
Clearness Committees) and work with a 
spiritual mentor.   
 
Linda reports that, to date, the program 
has been helpful and challenging.  Most of 
the 20 participants are United Church 
members, but the Catholic, Anglican and 
Presbyterian Churches are also 
represented.  And, there's 2 Quakers!  (The 
other Friend is Doug Hatfield from Maine.)  
About a third of the participants are clergy.   
 
Linda encourages anyone who isn't familiar 
with the Tatamagouche Centre to check 
out their programs.  If you're web-savvy, 
their site is <www.tatacentre.ca> 
 
 
Personals 
 
Betty Peterson, HMM, celebrated her 86th 
birthday on Thanksgiving (U.S.) day (how 
fitting to give thanks for Betty), with family 
in Maine. 
 
 
Muriel Duckworth, HMM, celebrated her 
95th birthday at her summer home in 
Quebec, with 60 family members and 
friends.  But alas! upon her return she fell 
and broke her right arm, a clean break 
which did not require a cast.  And then 
again, on Nov. 19, another fall resulted in 2 
cracks in her pelvis--a very painful 
experience.  As of Nov. 28 she was moved 
to the Veterans Hospital, where she 
learned to ride a wheelchair and propel it 
with her feet--a useful exercise for her 
condition.  At this printing, she may be at 
home now, at:  6969 Bayers Rd., Apt. 1016, 
Halifax B3L 4P3. 
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Linda Foy, NBMM, is very grateful for the 
support Atlantic Friends have given her and 
her family, on the occasion of her husband 
Brian's accident.  She says that his 
condition is improving and he is getting 
around a little now.  As the surgeon didn't 
put a cast on his leg, movement is possible. 
 
 
Sophie Bérubé, WMM, of Gaspereau, is the 
2003 winner of the prestigious Prix France-
Acadie for literature, for her book of 
poetry, La Trombe sacrée.  Since many 
who know Sophie do not read French well, 
they are unable to appreciate her writing, 
which includes 2 children's books and 
poems in French literary magazines. 
 
The Prix France-Acadie is awarded 
annually, for literature and for social 
sciences.  It includes a cash prize and a trip 
to France.  The prize will be presented in 
the same building and on the same day in 
November as when the first French 
settlement in North America was 
commissioned 400 years ago. 
 
"If words had colours … reading Sophie's 
poetry would be like watching fireworks. … 
She speaks truth about things that matter: 
everyday life, family, children's 
playfulness, birth, death, the passions of 
heart and body, travels to faraway places; 
contrasted with times of stillness and 
contemplation amid the mad rush of time, 
and many other aromas of life that caress 
the reader like a gentle breeze."  (Heather 
Holm, HolmPage Productions, Kentville, NS) 
 
Congratulations, Sophie, and bon voyage! 
 
La Trombe sacrée, éditions David, Ottawa, 
available from Sophie Bérubé,  
902-542-7892, or freshair@glinx.com. 
 
 
 

Doris Calder, NBMM, provided a "gleaning" 
from last summer's CYM.  It was hot there, 
especially in the ill-ventilated buildings, 
and people wanted to swim in the lake.  
But there was a warning about black bears.  
It seems that, on the last morning, 
Margaret Slavin went out very early, and as 
she walked into the woods, she worried 
about the bears, so she sang before she 
swam in the lake.  It wasn't until later that 
she found out that a bear did come and she 
had just missed it. 
 
Doris reported a protest from the youth at 
the food coop for more organic food.  But 
she felt that the early morning sessions 
went very well, and the Sunderland P. 
Gardner Lecture much enjoyed and well 
received. 
 
She enthused that Family Night at CYM was 
"absolutely out of this world."  It started 
outdoors, with balancing, Raging Grannies, 
etc.  She "felt a great, lovely, warm, 
energizing bringing together.  It was the 
high point for me." 
 
 
Carol Bradley, WMM, also reviewed CYM a 
bit.  She said that she had "never seen a 
CYM with such a nice atmosphere, a lack of 
backbiting."  She reported a lot of rain but 
that it wasn't bad.   
 
Carol, too, referred to another problem in 
the food coop, that there are simply too 
many in it, and it must be dealt with 
before the next CYM. 
 
 
Paige Kennedy, Antigonish Worship Group, 
HMM, has been awarded a scholarship to 
spend 4 weeks at an artists' retreat centre 
in Vermont which pays about half of the 
cost.  She is so looking forward to having 
unencumbered studio time in a place where 
doing art will feel normal and not 
"deviant".  Artists from all over the world 
come to work there.  She will be there in 
March, when it is difficult to stay warm in 
her studio in Pictou County.  Paige, I 
wonder if this is Bread Loaf, where I 
remember an English teacher of mine in 8th 
grade (1945-6!) telling us she was going to 
do workshops.  (em) 
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Ellen Helmuth, NBMM, reports with sadness 
the death of her mother, Mary Magdalena 
Troyer Slabaugh.  (1906-Sept. 20, 2003)  
Here are excerpts from her tribute at her 
mother's funeral:  "She was noted for her 
kindness and compassion during her long 
years on this earth," writes Ellen.  "Born at 
the turn of the century in Shanesville, 
Ohio, she was witness to many changes in 
the American culture, in the Mennonite 
Church, and the field of education and 
history, which were her interests of study. 
 
"Mary was also a prolific writer.  She kept 
diaries, made copies of the letters she 
wrote, recorded sermons, and enjoyed 
exercising her gifts of creativeness in the 
art of language and communication. 
 
"She often drew metaphors between her 
writing and her study of the Scriptures and 
her spiritual journey.  In March of 1935 she 
wrote, 'I wish I were a poet.  I'd like to 
write about this beautiful day.  I feel it 
cannot be expressed other than poetically, 
so I will not attempt to describe this day 
which so promisingly is ushering a new 
month.  Lord, teach me to live as beautiful 
a life as was expressed in nature today.' 
 
"And so in keeping with all the care and 
nurturing tasks of wife and mother, Mary 
too took up the mantle of household care 
and management. 
 
"She shared her life with Moses as a pastor's 
wife, sensitive to the needs of the faith 
community, and making her home a 
welcoming place for all. 
 
"Mother, as we say goodbye today," 
concludes Ellen, "we treasure the memories 
of your life with us, your kindness, your 
compassion, your empathy and unselfish 
sharing in the mountains and valleys of 
life's experiences.  Thank you, Mother and 
we love you so."  We thank Ellen for sharing 
her tribute with us. 
 
 
 
 
 

Monthly Meeting Minutes 
 
 
Wolfville Monthly Meeting 
Summary of minutes of November 19, 2003, 
at home of Marilyn Manzer, Clerk.  7 
Friends were present. 
 
The Meeting will continue using the Hall in 
Horton Community Centre for worship, 
from January to March 2004. 
 
Ministry & Counsel gave its last session of 
"Experiential Quakerism," facilitated by 
Anne Thomas, HMM.   
 
M&C is asked (1) to consider whether a set 
of guidelines for Membership Clearness 
Committees needs to be developed, for 
consistency and accountability, and to 
bring forward such guidelines as they feel 
are needed; (2) to ask Katie Aven if she 
would offer a biblical study group in 
January; and (3) to ask Carol Bradley to 
bring forward a proposal to M&C for several 
Earth Charter sessions. 
 
Bruce Dienes, as WMM representative on 
Atlantic Friends Communications 
Committee(AFCC), is asked to work with 
WMM Outreach Committee and the other 
two Atlantic MM representatives for AFCC, 
to return a proposal for joint outreach 
advertising. 
 
WMM planned a Christmas Potluck on Dec. 
21 in the Hall.     
 
The Meeting received a request from Maida 
Follini, Treasurer of NBMM, to respond to 
an emergency fund set up in the NBMM 
account, for Brian Miller, husband of Linda 
Foy, NBMM.  See Nov. 16 minutes of NBMM. 
 
 
New Brunswick Monthly Meeting 
Summary of minutes of October 19, 2003, 
in Edmund Casey Hall of St. Thomas Univ.  
6 Friends were present. 
 
A committee to research the feasibility of 
teleconferencing (conference calling) 
produced their report on it.  We discussed 
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the 2-page report, which covered reasons 
for considering teleconferencing, 
arrangements, toll rates, clerking, and 
implementation. 
 
We asked Friends to make a special effort 
to be in attendance at the November 16th 
Meeting for Worship for Business, where 
those who expected to take part in these 
calls could meet each other.  At this 
Meeting we were to imagine the benefits 
and challenges that we will face as we try 
this experiment in seeking Truth.  Friends 
unable to attend were asked to send 
written comments to the Clerk on the 
report and its recommendations.  We 
anticipated our first Meeting via 
teleconferencing to take place at MM on 
December 14. 
 
Canadian Quaker Pamphlet Series Editorial 
Board:  NBMM sent six names from our 
Meeting to HMAC (Home Mission and 
Advancement Committee), c/o Bert 
Horwood, for consideration as the next 
editorial board.          
 
Membership:  Judith Camps has requested 
her membership be transferred to HMM.  
The Meeting wishes Judith well and trusts 
that we'll continue to see her at regional 
meetings. 
 
CYM finances:  In response to a minute 
from CYM on budgeting, NBMM is in 
agreement with reduction of travel costs by 
sharing representation at Representative 
Meeting.  We question the advisability of 
spending trust fund monies on operating 
expenses.  We will encourage Friends in our 
MM to consider making individual 
contributions. 
 
Representative Meeting:  We agreed to ask 
the Halifax rep to provide us with a copy of 
his/her report on the November Meeting. 
 
NBMM Nominating Committee:  We asked 
NB Nominating Committee to bring forward 
nominations for Rep Meeting, Marriage 
Clerk, and for M&C (Ministry & Counsel). 
 
 
 
 

New Brunswick Monthly Meeting 
Summary of minutes of November 16, 2003, 
at St. Thomas University.  18 people were 
present; all 6 Worship Groups were 
represented. 
 
The Meeting approved Nominating 
Committee's names: Jane Robertson for 
Marriage Clerk, Maida Follini for CYM 
Representative Meeting, and Lesley Read 
for NBMM Ministry & Counsel for Sackville. 
 
A new attender from Saint John, Jim 
McLaughlin-butler, has applied for 
membership.  A Clearness Committee was 
set up. 
 
Short biographies of the candidates for 
Canadian Quaker Pamphlet Series Editorial 
Board will be sent to Bert Horwood of 
HMAC. 
 
NBMM has deeply considered the conduct of 
business, and recognizes the following 
needs that must be addressed in a renewed 
model of business meeting: 
• The need to live lightly on the earth 
• The need to make space for other 

spiritual contact including workshops 
and explorations of our faith 

• The need to recognize the hierarchy of 
business concerns, from informational 
items to deep questions of faith and 
practice 

• The need for face-to-face business 
meetings, especially for the nurturing 
of new attenders and members 

• The need to document and share 
experience 

• The need to consider new possibilities 
for organizing our Monthly Meeting, and 
the possibility for new MMs with a 
tighter geographic focus. 

To advance these concerns, Meeting asked 
the committee on studying teleconfer- 
encing, to meet again to further develop 
and test the idea of teleconferencing and 
to bring their findings to the next business 
meeting.   
 
Meeting also agreed that they will begin a 
bimonthly experiment for business 
meeting--setting the next business meeting 
forward to January instead of December.  
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Way forward on these concerns will be 
further explored at this next meeting. 
 
Maida reported on the accident of Brian 
Miller, Linda Foy's husband, who fell off a 
roof and broke his leg and knee.  He had to 
be operated on and was to be incapaci- 
tated for 6 months.  Maida suggested we 
set up an Emergency Account fund, and she 
would appeal to the other Atlantic MMs. 
 
Margaret Slavin tour: It was agreed that 
more information is needed before Worship 
Groups will be able to respond appropri- 
ately to Margaret's proposed fall tour 
through the Maritimes.  The Clerk will seek 
further clarification. 
 
 
 
Sackville Worship Group, of NBMM, 
celebrated the first Advent Sunday by a 
short period of silent worship, lighting an 
Advent candle, a participatory reading of 
the Christmas story by children and adults 
(4 children in total: the Foys and Jane 
Robertson's grandson), Christmas crafts, 
and, of course, food!  There's talk of 
beginning a First Day School with F/friends 
taking turns each Sunday. 
 
 
 
… and finally … 
 
 
O Little Town of Bethlehem 2002 
Raging Grannies-type version, from Good 
Tidings, Nov. 2002, submitted by Betty 
Peterson 
 
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we            
see thee lie. 
I saw you on TV last night; it made me want 
to cry. 
   As through your dark streets shineth 
   The flash of gunfire light, 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are seen in thee tonight. 
 
O holy town of Bethlehem, how desolate               
and sad 
To watch your sacred places wrecked, 
As all the world goes mad. 

   Yet still your stars shine over 
   The blessed chosen place. 
For Christ was born in Bethlehem, 
To save the human race. 
 
O blessed town of Bethlehem, we see the 
soldier ranks, 
And death and ruin are all around, 
Midst guns and army tanks. 
   And where the peace and silence, 
  Are wrecked by mortar blast 
Can hope still spring within you, 
Till wars will cease at last? 
 
O precious town of Bethlehem, we pray for 
thee tonight. 
The smog of war obliterates 
Thy stars' bright, calming light. 
   A Bethlehem made sacred, 
   Christ's promises to bring. 
Where shepherds watch and wise men 
come, 
And holy angels sing. 
 
 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
STOP PRESS 
As of Sunday, January 4, 2004, for at least 
10 weeks, the PEI Worship Group will meet 
weekly in the Spirituality Centre room at 
The Mount (convent of the Sisters of St. 
Martha), Mount Edward Road,  
Charlottetown. Meeting will start at 11:15 
am, and be followed by pot-luck “picnic” 
lunch (a small kitchenette is available). 
 
We are very happy with this new winter 
arrangement which will provide a delightful 
setting for Meeting in a central location. As 
the Sisters said to us: “We don’t care if you 
can’t afford to pay for the room, we just 
want you to come and pray there!” 
However, the worship group will be making 
a small weekly donation for use of the 
room. 
 
Anyone travelling to PEI should contact 
Daphne Davey (902-675-3501 or 
ddavey@isn.net) for more information. We 
would love to see you at Meeting. 


