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DEADLINE FOR MATERIAL TO INCLUDE IN NEXT 
ISSUE: FEBRUARY 17, 2006 
Editor's Comments 
A letter-to-the-editor in National Geographic 
reminds me of an idea I have, that God is the 
integration of science and spirituality, and that 
we should follow the "instructions from the 
Creator. The writer of the letter, criticizing an 
article on stem-cell research, is "stunned to 
discover that there is a 'friction between 
science and ethics'—as if science is itself not 
ethical.  In fact, good science is ethical to the 
core, with the basic principles of beneficence 
and nonmaleficence firmly entrenched in all we 
do."   I hope some of you may also find 
connections as I do—odd as they may seem! 
E.M.                                
 
Creativity…where the Divine and the 
Human meet. 
                                   Matthew Fox 
 

Corrections 
Sharon MacDonald reports an error in Halifax 
Meeting notes on p. 8 in the Nov.-Dec. issue.  
She writes that the person with the 
organization, Christians for Refugees, is not 
herself but Sharon MacLeod.   
 
Some of the officers of Meetings were 
incorrectly listed in Nov.-Dec. issue.  They 
should be:  Co-Clerks of Halifax Monthly 
Meeting: Donna Smyth & Corrie Douma. 
Treasurer of HMM: Helen Zebedee.  Contacts 
for Dartmouth Worship Group: Atze & Corrie 
Douma. 

Notices 
New Name: 
As of Jan. 1, the new name of Wolfville Monthly 
Meeting is now Annapolis Valley Monthly 
Meeting. 
 
FWCC Events: 
- Quaker Youth Pilgrimage 
The deadline is January 15 to apply for the 
Youth Pilgrimage in mid-western United States 
from mid-July to mid-August 2006. 
 
- Conference on Torture 
This conference, to be held June 2-4, 2006, at 
Guilford College, Greensboro, North Carolina, is 
organized by QUIT (Quaker Initiative to End 
Torture).  Contact:  
John Calvi at calvi@sover.net, or QUIT 
website. 
 
- Annual Meeting 
Section of the Americas Annual Meeting, March 
16-19, 2006, in Chiquimula, Guatemala. 
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Reports 
 
New AVP Facilitators 
A report by Michael Miller 
 
Three Friends from New Brunswick Monthly 
Meeting--Linda Foy, John McKendy, and Michael 
Miller—facilitated an AVP (Alternatives to 
Violence Project) workshop at Dorchester 
Penitentiary, November 18, 19, 20.  One 
"outmate" from Moncton and 11 inmates 
received certificates as apprentice facilitators 
for participating in this Level III AVP workshop.  
Judging by the very positive verbal response 
and the written evaluations of the participants, 
this intensive weekend was a marked success. 
 
Here are three excerpts from comments on the 
workshop:   
-  "It seems to me that everyone who 
completed the workshop grew in very positive 
ways."—John McKendy.   
-  "I think AVP continues to have real potential 
at Dorchester for the inmate population."—
Rev. Greg Frazer, Chaplain and inside AVP 
coordinator at Dorchester Pen.   
-  "It was inspiring to see how everyone 
participated so fully and constructively." —
Michael Miller. 
 
We hope to attract more outside volunteers 
next time by trying to organize a Community 
Basic AVP workshop in Moncton in spring 2006. 
 
 
Christmas Cheer Gifts 
Fredericton Worship Group prepared a 
Christmas basket to take to Elizabeth Rossinger 
in the Gagetown nursing home.  Maple sugar, 
cake, preserves, and a miniature pine were 
placed in a small crate, painted and decorated 
like a little room by the 8 children in the First-
Day School.  The children also made colorful, 
artistic cards for the AVP inmates of Dorchester 
Prison, each marked with the first name of a 
prisoner. 
 
 

CnR Progress 
 
Marilyn Manzer and Michael Miller have been 
carrying out their interviews of Monthly 
Meetings and Worship Groups, on behalf of the 
Consultation and Renewal Working Group (CnR) 
of Canadian Yearly Meeting.  Michael has been 
to Houlton-Woodstock and Sackville Worship 
Groups of NBMM, with Edith Miller taking notes, 
transcribing them, and sending them back to 
the groups to check over.  The members of CnR 
include: Gale Wills, Lesley Robertson, Kwame 
Barko, David McKay, Beverly Shepard, Michael 
Miller, and Marilyn Manzer, clerk. 
 
More interviews will be given in the New Year 
up to May.  For a description of what CnR is 
about, read p. 10 of Sept.-Oct. '05 and p. 9 of 
Nov.-Dec. '05 issues of the Newsletter.  All 
Friends are encouraged to respond to these 
queries through their Worship Group or 
Meeting: 
 
  1) Is your Monthly Meeting or Worship Group a 
central and life-transforming commitment, or is 
it one of the activities that competes for your 
attention, allegiance and money? 
  2) How can we openly engage with the diverse 
Quaker theology within our Yearly Meeting? 
  3) What does our Quaker faith ask us to DO? 
  4) Where do you experience a "gathered 
meeting"?  What would foster it? 
  5) How can our Quaker practice involve 
everyone in every stage of life, from childhood 
to old age? 
  6) How does the structure of our organization 
shape your experience of Quakerism? for 
example: bottom-up/top-down, local/regional, 
national/ international. 
  7) How can we be faithful to our concern for 
the environment, live this out with increasing 
integrity, and maintain a Canadian Yearly 
Meeting? 
  8) How do relationships of Canadian Friends 
with other Quaker, Christian, non-Christian and 
interfaith groups enrich the life of your Monthly 
Meeting or Worship Group?  
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Personals 
A Quaker Wedding? 
Daphne Davey writes: 

I write this joyfully to share with you the news 
that our Friends Justine Caudill and Syd 
Paschen were legally married last Friday, 
October 21, at Poesy House (Justine's 
farmhouse) in Foxley River [PEI]. A local 
minister presided, and Justine's father, Larry 
Stahl [a Friend from Stony Run MM, Baltimore 
YM], witnessed the event. 

At meeting yesterday, we discussed the best 
way to proceed from here in order for them to 
be married after the manner of Friends, which 
they stated was far more important to them as 
it would represent the spiritual aspect of their 
union. As a result, they plan to apply to New 
Brunswick Monthly Meeting to take their 
marriage under its care, and to ask for a 
Committee of Care to assist them in the 
process over the next few months. They are 
considering waiting until next summer for their 
Quaker wedding, in order to avoid winter travel 
for people from the mainland who may be 
appointed to serve on the committee or who 
would like to attend the wedding, as well as to 
include Alice Male and Craig and Val Ramsay, 
who will not be returning to the Island until the 
summer. 

We are truly fortunate to already have in place 
the legal authority from the provincial 
government to conduct Quaker weddings on 
PEI. But more than that, I believe it is quite 
likely that this will be the very first Quaker 
wedding ever to be conducted in this province 
in history. I can't be sure about that, of course, 
as we don't have much documentation about 
the Quaker pioneer efforts of the late 18th and 
19th centuries. It is possible that Robert Clark's 
Quaker settlers in Lot 21 (New London area) in 
the last decade of the 18th century did 
intermarry. However, the Chappel Diary and 
the excerpt from James Townsend's journal 
that covers his travelling ministry on St. John's 
Island [former name of PEI] don't mention any 
weddings. 

In the meantime, back to the 21st century, Syd 
will continue to travel in relation to his work, 
but expects to be employed at North Cape next 
year when the new [wind power] institute is 
built there, and Justine continues to work on 

her Masters thesis. If all goes well, Syd will 
relocate to PEI as his new home base, and 
Justine's immigration papers will come through 
without complication. 

So, Friends, don't go too far away next summer! 
We will be in for a wonderful, exciting and 
certainly historic occasion! 

A Quaker-Tuareg Wedding! 
Miranda Dodd, 27-year-old daughter of Terron 
Dodd (member under the care of HMAC) from 
Cape Breton and Oregon, is living in Timbuktu 
with her husband, Shindouk, a Tuareg chief.  
When she, her sister Faith, and their father, 
Terry, were travelling from Cape Breton to 
Oregon in the late 1980s, they stopped for the 
night at our house.  Miranda was the subject of 
an article in The Nova Scotian, Nov. 6, 2005, 
excerpted here.             

"'How many women from Cape Breton have a 
view of camels passing from their kitchens?' the 
reporter asks her. 

"She laughs.  'Um, about one?' she replies. 

Explaining how she landed in Timbuktu, 
married to a Tuareg chief, "She laughs and says 
it's a long story.  As she starts to recount her 
childhood, moving from Cape Breton, the home 
of her father and his ancestors, Highland and 
Lowland Scots who were among the first 
settlers in Nova Scotia, to Oregon, where her 
mother comes from.  It is obvious this poised 
young woman is used to moving about and 
adapting to new places and people.  Born with 
dual citizenship … she grew up moving back and 
forth like a nomad. 

"… Her father is a woodworker who only 
recently got a telephone in his hand-hewn log 
cabin in Cape Breton," where she, her sister 
Faith, and father lived 14 km from 
Whycocomagh.  "She grew up without 
electricity--the cabin was illuminated with an 
argon bulb that her father rigged up to an 
antique telephone, which he cranked to light 
it.  She and her sister collected water from 
springs on their property. 

"After high school at Whycocomagh 
Consolidated [and her family's move in the late 
1980s to Oregon], Miranda went to university in 
Oregon, where she did an honours degree in 
geology before joining the American Peace 
Corps in 2000.  This brought her to Africa.  For 
four years she lived in the tiny village of Djeol 
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on the Senegal River in Mauritania, where she 
ran a project to promote community health, 
water and sanitation.  She mastered the local 
language, Pulaar, so well that she wrote a book 
in it, a collection of stories with illustrations 
offering health information to rural people in 
developing countries. 

"It was in December 2003 that she first met 
Shindouk on a trip to Timbuktu.  He takes up 
the tale.  '… I was attracted by her knowledge, 
her respect for our customs--she even fasts 
with us even though she is not a Muslim--and 
her beauty.'  They were married in a religious 
ceremony in April 2004 and then in a civil 
ceremony in Timbuktu in August last year.  'I 
have the most beautiful wife in the world,' 
Shindouk proclaims with pride. 

"Shindouk is a Tuareg chief. … He works as a 
guide in Timbuktu, owns a caravan of camels 
that bring salt from mines 800 km to the north, 
and often leads expeditions into the Sahara 
Desert. 

"Miranda's father has been to visit her in 
Timbuktu and her parents have wished her well 
in her marriage. 
"A talented artist, photographer and writer, 
Miranda says she is now working on putting all 
her letters home and her journal entries into 
book form for publication one day.  Although 
she sews her own clothes and cooks everything 
from scratch, she says she is not a 'natural 
housewife' and one day would like to go back to 
work in development.  But for now, she says 
she and her husband manage fine with what 
they have.  They have water brought to the 
house, she charges her laptop using a few solar 
panels on the roof and they live fine without 
electricity.  'We always seem to have what we 
need when we need it,' she says." 

From Margaret Slavin's Journal  
On her visit with Mission Worship Group, BC.  
Margaret writes that Christiane Ullmann, a 
former clerk of NBMM and now resident of 
Mission, "brought photos of her passion, her 
garden, with a story of a rhododendron that 
would not bloom, and how quiet nurture over 
four years suddenly resulted in a riot of colour. 
She was both resisting and suggesting that her 
own situation reflects such a process, as years 
of interest in China, and a current extremely 
challenging attempt to learn to speak and write 
Chinese, has resulted in a possible invitation to 
return to China in some teaching capacity. 

Maybe yes, maybe no, but when I visited her, I 
noticed the Chinese figures in her house, sitting 
in niches here and there, not new, part of the 
long time of nurture in Chris's own life." 
 
"A Young Quaker" 
A poem in The Canadian Friend, Dec. 1905—
sent by Betty Peterson 

I'm a young Quaker, but you should call me Friend, 
A follower of Fox, a believer in Penn. 
I belong to the church of John Bright and E. Fry 
And hope a good Quaker to be until I die. 
I like to be a Quaker, for a Quaker is plain, 
And he scorns any cheating that might bring him 
gain, 
And his prayers, although silent, shall ever ascend 
For God's blessing to follow the children of men. 
Would you like to know what I'm a young Quaker for? 
Well, they never kept slaves nor killed men in war, 
They are led by the Spirit all the way through, 
So don't you think you'd better be a good Quaker, 
too? 

In Memoriam 
Megan Holtz, daughter of Halifax MM members 
Susan & Fred Holtz, has just lost her husband, 
Ryan Carriere, on October 31. 

Ryan Carriere, a member of the Toronto comics 
community, died on October 31 after being hit 
by a truck while cycling home from his job as a 
mail carrier. He was 32.  Possibly the majority 
if not entirety of Carriere's comics output came 
in the form of mini-comics and contributions to 
small- press anthologies. He did two nature-
related mini-comics currently sold by the shop 
at USSCatastrophe.com: The Wonder Book of 
Old Men and The Illustrated History of the 
World. His work was also sold by the 
Buenaventura Press Shop.  

The memorial notice contained this 
remembrance, in part:  "A letter carrier for 
Canada Post and a comic book artist; he loved 
walking through Toronto's alleyways with his 
kids, identifying flora and fauna."  

Ryan is survived by his wife Megan Holtz and 
daughters Minnow (8) and Plum (5) Holtz-
Carriere. 

This news was sent to me by my son Joel, who 
has kept contact with Megan and Nairn through 
the years.  We hope Friends will hold the Holtz 
family in the Light.   

E.M. 
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Come Before Winter…Or It May 
Be Too Late 
by Lesley Read, in Sackville Tribune-Post 
"Voices of Faith" column, Nov. 16/05 

I once heard a moving sermon preached on the 
words at the end of Timothy II (Ch. 4, v. 21), 
"come before winter."  St. Paul is in prison and 
knows he is dying.  He asks Timothy to come 
before it is too late. 

When we have the opportunity, as a relative or 
friend, to spend time with a dying person, it is 
not something to fear.  On the contrary, it can 
be a real blessing for both parties. 

Recently, I was called to the U.K. because my 
92-year-old mother was in a coma, and unlikely 
to come around.  By the time I arrived, she had 
regained consciousness and we had two good 
weeks together before she died.  This was a 
precious gift to me and an opportunity to 
discuss deeper issues that we did not usually 
talk about, including death itself.  Mother died 
peacefully, and although I feel the loss, there 
is also a sense of completion. In contrast, when 
my father died suddenly, I had regrets about 
things left unsaid or undone.  

When a family member has the care of a dying 
relative, it is a very difficult time, but also a 
wonderful opportunity to complete any 
"unfinished business."  By this, I mean the 
things that we have always wanted to say, but 
never do.  This may include the things we 
appreciate about the person, our unspoken 
wishes, expressions of love, and any apologies 
for our past actions.  It may also include a need 
to forgive past actions of the other, even if not 
spoken aloud. 

When a relationship can be healed in this way, 
a dying person can come to peace and the 
relative or friend has no regrets. 

Of course, we have to be careful not to 
intrude.  We must honour and respect the 
wishes and response of the dying person.  Yet, 
there are many instances reported by medical 
staff where dying people seem to "hang on" 
until the loved one arrives.  It is as though they 
need permission from family to "let go" before 
being able to die peacefully.'  

It can be more difficult when a close relative or 
friend dies suddenly.  How does one cope with 
any regrets?  It is still possible to complete the 

unfinished business.  Some people find it 
helpful to write out in a letter all the things 
they wish they had done or said, and then read 
it out, imagining the deceased person is there. 

Other healing rituals include having a special 
memorial, the planting of a tree, making a 
memory book or a quilt.  There are many 
creative ways to start healing the grief and 
coming to terms with the loss. 

Sometimes, it is through loss that we are 
forced to re-evaluate relationships.  A spiritual 
exercise might be to ask oneself, "If this person 
(my parent, my spouse, my child, my friend) 
were to die tomorrow, is there anything I need 
to say or do now that I have neglected?"  Then, 
we need to get on and do it! 

Our opportunities are often once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunities and we need to heed the call to 
"come before winter" or it may be too late.  

Monthly Meeting Reports 
Halifax Monthly Meeting 
Notes on Meeting for Worship for Business on 
Eleventh Month 6, 2005, Atlantic School of 
Theology  

AST is able and willing to allow our worship to 
continue in the Kings Room, indefinitely. 
Halifax MM will continue to make a donation to 
AST for the use of the space.  

Canadian Friends Service Committee: Peter 
Earley reported on the CFSC meeting.  He 
reminded Friends that CFSC is not funded by YM 
and reported that the Jails and Justice 
Committee supports a Restorative Justice 
Project in Zululand. Peter took HMM's concern 
regarding John Calvi's torture conference to 
CFSC and reported that CFSC felt it was more 
appropriate for American Friends to act on this 
issue.   

Program Committee: Jessie Tellez reports on 
coming events and mentions especially the CYM 
Consultation and Renewal Committee (CnR) 
meeting on Jan. 28 for which early registration 
is encouraged.  

Communication Committee: Claire Henry and 
Jessie Tellez have drafted terms of reference 
for the Atlantic Communications Committee, as 
per the committee's request. These terms of 
reference will be reviewed every three years.  
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Archives: Betty Peterson is willing to store 4 
boxes of archives from the meeting. The 
archives are now complete for 2002-04.  
Friends gratefully accept Betty's offer, since 
Anne Thomas reported that N.S. Archives no 
longer accepts church records because of 
cutbacks.  

Meeting House Committee: Sylvia presented a 
tentative report from the committee's meeting 
with the co-housing group. A threshing meeting 
on this topic was held on Dec 11 to facilitate 
further discussion and corporate discernment.  

Refugee Support Committee: Ruth Baldwin 
presented the committee's report on the Faraj 
family. HMM accepts the committee's 
recommendation to become a member of 
Christians for Refugees and Mel Earley is 
pleased to represent HMM to that organization.  

KAIROS: The Aboriginal Rights Coalition (ARC) 
was held in Halifax, with KAIROS hosting a 
dinner for them.  

Isolated Friends Committee: The Meeting 
supports the broadening of the Isolated Friends 
Committee to include (within our region) 
Isolated Friends, Distant Friends, and Friends 
who wish to be kept in touch.  

Library Committee: Clerks will see that letters 
of thanks will go out to Dana Thurlow and 
Dorothy Thomson, who donated books to the 
library which belonged to their late husbands.  

Peace and Social Concerns Committee:  Friends 
approve the creation of the Peace and Social 
Concerns Committee, which would function to 
season Friends’ concerns before being brought 
to the Meeting, as well as seasoning the issues 
from the CFSC e-newsletter and any other 
concerns brought to their attention.  

Halifax MM minutes with deep regret the 
unexpected death of Ryan Carriere, and their 
support for his wife Megan Holtz and parents-
in-law Fred and Susan Holtz, members of this 
Meeting.  

Halifax Monthly Meeting 
Excerpts of Minutes of HMM, Twelfth Month 4, 
2005 Kings‚ Room, AST  

Gillian Thomas has volunteered to work on the 
development of grounds at the Quaker Whaler 
House in Dartmouth, and will report to the 
meeting as to what is required of us and if 
more Quaker volunteers are needed.  

We approve the draft of the letter read by 
Corrie Douma, to be sent to Minister of 
Immigration Joe Volpe regarding our concern 
about refugee family reunification, adding the 
word "routine" to DNA testing.  

Corrie Douma will write a letter to the 
President of the United States on US torture of 
prisoners to bring back for approval next 
month. We are reminded that each member of 
the Meeting has a responsibility to write their 
own letters, as led.  

We request a report from the Halifax MM Ad 
hoc Privacy on the Internet Committee next 
month. (Jessie Tellez, Claire Henry, Atze 
Douma, Helen Zebedee and Mel Earley).  

KAIROS: Charles Brown reported on the KAIROS 
weekend gathering at Tatamagouche. 
Programme Committee will arrange a Meeting 
for Learning on the topic of the privatization of 
water.  

New Worship Group:  A group of Friends has 
been meeting for worship and study in Middle 
Musquodoboit.  

Post-Yearly Meeting 
Corrie Douma writes:   

Sara Avmaat reported on her participation in 
the Continuing Meeting of Ministry and Counsel.  
CMMC asks Meetings to read and consider the 
draft copy "The Nurturing of Children in Our 
Care," which had been sent out.  CMMC 
continues to collect responses.  CYM 
Nominating Committee will be soliciting names 
for a new ad-hoc com-mittee to take over the 
work from CMM&C  

A minute from this meeting of Yearly Meeting 
of Ministry and Counsel will be going out to all 
who originally received the packet "With Love 
and Truth."  In her report she writes: "It is my 
feeling that while the pain of this conflict still 
affects many, considerable progress was made 
toward a resolution of the situation that all 
could accept, opening the door for healing to 
occur."                                 C.D. 

 
"We are not human beings on a spiritual quest; 
we are spiritual beings in a human experience." 

- Pierre Teilhard de Chardin 
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New Brunswick Monthly Meeting 
Excerpts from minutes of November 20 NBMM 
held at the Roper home in Houlton, ME.  12 
people were present. 

Daphne Davey agreed to be a correspond-ent 
[on the next AFG planning committee in order] 
to [write or] update the AFG operating manual.  
NBMM still needs to identify someone to be the 
AFG organizing committee representative. 

Maida Follini, treasurer, suggested making a 
donation to receive credit for the 2005 tax 
year.  The Meeting agreed on her suggested 
amount to send to CYM and $100 to The 
Canadian Friend. 

NBMM approved the name of Jim Butler to 
serve on Rep. Meeting for a 3-year term, 
effective immediately, and thanked him for his 
willingness to serve the MM. 

Vince provided an update on Phoenix-Zululand, 
a restorative justice project in South Africa 
that CFSC is considering sponsoring. 

Vince Zelazny was asked to send the draft 
Terms of Reference for the Atlantic Friends 
Communications Committee to Worship Groups, 
and it will be put on next Meeting's agenda: 

Atlantic Friends Communications Committee: 
Draft Terms of Reference  

Jessica Tellez (Halifax), Claire Henry (Halifax, 
alternate), Bruce Dienes (Wolfville), and Vince 
Zelazny (New Brunswick) are the current 
members of this committee. 

Overall Purpose:  

·  At the request of Monthly Meetings, to 
communicate and facilitate the seasoning of 
concerns having regional implications.  
·  To coordinate regional communications 
(Newsletter, Address List, Calendar of Regional 
Events, Web Site)  

Structure: One representative, with alternate, 
named by each Atlantic MM (staggered three-
year terms)  

Meetings:  
-  To be held monthly, or by special request of 
any MM.  
-   Where possible face to face, otherwise by 
conference call or e-mail.  
-  Any costs incurred by representatives to be 
covered by themselves or by their Meeting  

Specific Tasks:  
-  To create and keep updated a calendar of 
regional events and deadlines.  
-  To communicate initiatives of MMs that are 
of interest to other Meetings or to Atlantic 
Friends.  
-  If there is need to coordinate activities or 
decisions on a regional level, to facilitate 
seasoning of the proposed initiatives and bring 
back a recommenda-tion to all three Meetings.  
-  To encourage MMs to name people to 
appropriate planning committees such as AFG, 
or to coordinate visits of Traveling Friends.  
-  To ensure upcoming regional events are 
advertised in a timely manner on the Atlantic 
Friends web site, the Newsletter and existing 
MM websites.  
-  To apprise MMs of the need for people to 
manage for the Newsletter, the Directory and 
the Atlantic Friends Web Site when necessary.  
-  To act as a Nominating Committee for Camp 
NeeKauNis Atlantic Region Bursary, and Atlantic 
groups that are seeking Quaker Representation. 
MMs forward names to the committee who then 
make a recommendation back to the MMs  
-  To report regularly to each MM.  

Notes:  
-  The committee has no decision-making or 
executive authority.   
-  Because this committee serves primarily as a 
communications committee, it should not get 
bogged down by too much work. Monthly 
Meetings may still appoint regional ad-hoc 
committees to address specific regional 
concerns.  
-  It is the responsibility of each representative 
to attend their local Meeting for Worship for 
Business on a regular basis.  
The committee will not address concerns from 
individual Friends. Such concerns should go to 
MMs for consideration.  

Review:  

This committee’s terms of reference should be 
reviewed by the MMs at least every three years.  

STOP PRESS 

Friends traveling to PEI between January and 
April 2006 are invited to join the PEI worship 
group on Sundays at 11 am at The Mount in 
Charlottetown. Details from Daphne Davey (see 
page 1 for contact info.) 


