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Editor’s Comments 
 
New Year, new format, and new policy on 
deadline for submitting material for next issue.  
Just please try to send it to me in reasonable 
time before the next issue, for instance, for 
the next issue after this—March-April 2008—a 
reasonable time would be last week of 
February, at least, in order to post notices, if 
any, in early March.  Thanks for your patience! 
And have a Happy New Year!             E.M. 
 
Announcements 
 
Seventh Day School that had been planned for 
November 3 was postponed, due to low 
enrollment, until spring.  Sorry I referred to it 
in last issue of Newsletter as having occurred.  
However, there is much interest in planning for 
another time for Anne Thomas to present her 
stimulating show, “Jesus in the Movies.”                    
E.M.   

Canadian Yearly Meeting Nominating 
Committee:   
Memo from Martha McClure, Clerk of CYM 
Nominating Committee, 22 Hollybrook St., 
Fredericton, NB, E3A 4N7 
506-472-9086     martha.mcclure@gmail.com 
  
To: Monthly Meetings, Worship Groups and 
Standing Committees of CYM   
(Monthly Meeting Clerks:  please forward 
immediately to Monthly Meeting Nominating 
Committee –Due March 21, 2008.) 
 
Re: CYM Nomination procedure and forms 
 
December 2007  
Dear Friends,  
It is that time of year again when we look at 
the needs of our Yearly Meeting and consider 
how we and those known to us may be of 
service.  Each year Canadian Yearly Meeting 
names people from all over the country to 
serve on standing committees and in individual 
positions in the Yearly Meeting.  We ask these 
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people to carry on, on our behalf, the work of 
the Society, and to provide support to those 
Friends working in social justice, ecumenism, 
wider Quaker and world affairs, and many 
other areas.   

These names come to Yearly Meeting through 
Yearly Meeting Nominating Committee.  They 
come from the Monthly Meetings and Standing 
Committees. We ask you to look prayerfully at 
the list of positions enclosed, and think who in 
your Meeting may be able and available for one 
of these jobs.  

Please publicize the list of vacancies within 
your Meeting, so that others in the Meeting may 
contribute their ideas, and so that those with a 
desire to serve the Yearly Meeting may know 
what opportunities are available. The 
recommendations of the Monthly Meetings and 
Standing Committees are crucial to the work of 
Nominating Committee.  We ask you to provide 
as much information as possible on the 
nomination form about the nominee’s 
suitability for the position. 

Please remember that if you wish to rename 
someone to a second three-year term, you 
must let us know.  Nomination to a second 
term is not automatic. Please also think of the 
isolated Friends in your Meeting, for whom 
committee work may provide opportunities for 
greater connection with Friends.  

Be aware that not all names received by 
Nominating Committee will be forwarded to 
Delegates Meeting.  Sometimes more names are 
received for a particular committee than are 
needed, or there is a need to balance age, 
gender, or regional representation, or there 
may be some other consideration.  Whenever 
possible, these Friends will be contacted and 
offered other opportunities to serve. 

In May or June Monthly Meetings will be 
contacted so that they will know which names 
from their meeting will be going forward to 
Yearly Meeting in August for approval.  Friends 
will be informed of their final status after 
Yearly Meeting, usually by the committee 
clerk. 

NEW THIS YEAR  In 2008 Yearly Meeting will be 
implementing some of the recommendations of 
the Consultation and Renewal Working Group 
(C'nR) Report which were approved in 2007.  
This will affect the following committees:  
Continuing Meeting of Ministry and Counsel 

whose nominations procedures will change; 
Religious Education Committee which will be 
laid down; and Home Mission and Advancement 
Committee whose responsibilities will change.   
In addition, a Children’s Program Coordinator 
will be named yearly, and a new Publications 
and Communications committee will be 
created.  These changes and the descriptions of 
the new committees and positions are detailed 
in the “Annotated List of Positions to be Filled” 
that follows.   

Also new this year - CYM Nominating 
Committee will be receiving nominations for 
Finance Committee and Personnel Policy 
Committee (approved at Representative 
Meeting November 2007).  These nominations 
will then be forwarded to Representative 
Meeting Nominating Committee for 
discernment. 

Included in this package are:   
1) a copy of “Guidelines for Monthly Meetings”;  
2) CYM positions available to be filled in 2008, 
including details on changes to CYM 
committees as per recommendations approved 
at CYM 2007;  
3) Friends currently serving CYM who are eligible 
for re-nomination;  
4) A rough timeline for CYM nominations process; 
5) Monthly Meeting Nominations form for CYM;  
6) Monthly Meeting Summary Sheet for 
nominations to CYM; 
7) a copy of “Travel Guidelines for Committee 
Travel”  

Friends should also refer to the ‘GUIDELINES FOR 
NOMINATING PROCESS OF CANADIAN YEARLY 
MEETING’, available from your Monthly Meeting 
clerk or from the clerk of Nominating 
Committee.   

To make the most of our weekend meeting, we 
must have your completed forms no later than 
March 21st,  2008.    Please send the forms to 
me, or let me know by phone, or e-mail that you 
have no names to bring forward.   

The other members of Nominating Committee, 
Heidi Dick (Cal), Steve Fick (Ott), Gini Smith (YS), 
and Graeme Hope (Ver) are also available if you 
have questions. 

In Friendship,  
Martha McClure 
Clerk, Canadian Yearly Meeting Nominating 
Committee 
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Personals 
 
Birthday 
 
On December 1 Betty Peterson was feted with a 
big bash for her 90th birthday!  CBC  Maritime 
Noon sent a notice: 
 
Since immigrating to Canada from the US in 
the 60's, Betty Petersen has marched for 
peace, advocated for women's issues, 
aboriginal rights & the environment, and 
inspired a generation of younger activists. 
Recently, she turned 90, and family & friends 
gathered to eat, dance & celebrate her life. 
And, being Betty, the party doubled as a 
fundraiser for African grandmothers who raise 
children orphaned by AIDS. 
 
Here’s what Sylvia Mangalam had to write 
about the event:  "Also besides me there were 
other Friends—Doumas, Barb MacAuley, Sharon 
MacDonald, oh golly, I know there were more. 
Kenna, Charles, Katherine Reed, Dahns--people 
from really far away, Alleson and Ellen, Nora 
was there for a little while, Marie—I have 
doubtless forgotten someone.  
It was wonderful to see so many activist-type 
people all having a good time together.   
 
“There was music—Sandy Greenberg, Catriona, 
Rose Vaughan doing the most of the singing, 
but there were others, including Raging 
Grannies, that Betty used to sing with.  There 
were at least 2 other single performers, whose 
names I don't know.   There were beautiful 
tributes from Eric and Lisl, Betty's children. 
The CBC were there in force, with also Martin 
Duckworth recording the event.  I think a lot of 
people got energy from seeing how many 
people there really are who are doing what 
they can to build a 'better world'.   At least 
that was one thing I picked up.  There was lots 
of yummy food, and birthday cake, the lasagna 
fixed up at the last minute by a lady when the 
caterer gave out on that.   
 
I do not know how much was raised for the 
African Grandmothers.  In addition to the 
general contributions, Rose Vaughan 
contributed proceeds from her basket of tapes 
and CDs.   
 

A lot of volunteer labour was contributed to 
make the evening possible.  I know that Kenna 
and Helen Lofgren, and Jan Meyerowitz put in 
long hours.   (Friendship with the senior 
Meyerowitzes was one reason Betty and her 
husband settled in Cape Breton.) Sharon 
MacDonald helped serve.  Then there were the 
kitchen crew, whose names I don't know, but 
who stepped into the breach heroically.   It was 
a real community outpouring. 
 
Betty tells me that substantial donations were 
received at the party for the Stephen Lewis 
Foundation, to support the many African 
grandmothers who are devoting their lives to 
raising 14 million children orphaned by the HIV-
AIDS pandemic.  If you don’t know how to 
donate, checks may be made out to the 
Stephen Lewis Foundation and sent to Betty.   
E.M.  
 
Vince Zelazny gave a slide-talk, “Our 
Landscape Heritage,” December 5 at The 
Stepping Stone Centre in Fredericton.  As 
described in the flyer:  Vince Zelazny and his 
colleagues in the NB Department of Natural 
Resources have spent more than a decade 
researching, writing, and refining the 
definitive work on NB’s landscape heritage.  
The final result is a beautifully illustrated 
book due for release sometime soon.  Vince 
gives us a sneak preview of the publication, 
using images and stories of how our natural 
landscape has shaped NB’s fauna, flora, 
ecological evolution, and human history. 
 
We were lucky to be at the presentation, which 
was full of charts and beautiful photos, for the 
book is meant for schools and libraries, so you 
will need to browse your local library to see it. 
 
Wedding 
 
Jim Butler and Wendy Brambleby were 
married in the manner of Friends, in 
collaboration with the Vineyard Church, on 
November 24 in Saint John, NB.  After Vineyard 
Pastor Robin Ellingwood gave a welcome and 
sang a psalm with his guitar,  John Calder, 
Clerk of NBMM, led a period of silent worship.  
The couple exchanged Vows, rings were 
exchanged, and marriage certificate signed by 
the couple and their 5 children.  Pastor Robin 
read from “I Corinthians 13” and, after leading 
another silent worship, John closed the 
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ceremony and we all sang “’Tis the Gift To Be 
Simple,” “Doxology,” and “Forever,” with 
accompaniment on guitar by the Pastor.   

Although most of the guests packed into the 
small church were Saint John friends and 
relatives of the couple, 16 Quakers attended, 6 
from Saint John area (including Jim), 8 from 
Fredericton, and Anne and Barry Thomas from 
Halifax.  We all mingled while enjoying 
elaborate finger foods. 

Illness among Friends 

Friends may want to hold 2 Friends in the Light 
who are suffering illnesses as of the first week 
in December: Harry Roper, from a muscle 
weakening disorder; and John Calder, from an 
inflammation of muscle.  They are both 
receiving medical treatment and loving care by 
their wives. 

According to the Christmas newsletter from 
Harry and Marilyn Roper, some optimism is in 
the air, however.  Marilyn finds that they are 
truly blessed despite Harry’s Myasthenia Gravis, 
because he is regaining weight and reacting 
favorably to medication, including amazingly 
even the ability to play the trumpet!  This feat 
was impossible at first on account of weakness 
around his mouth.   

 “Family and friends have been wonderful in 
their prayers and practical help and we are 
very thankful,” they report. “Our small Quaker 
Worship Group is also a support group for us all 
and Canadian Friends in nearby NB and NS are 
very much on the job with prayers, cards, and 
phone calls.” 

Marilyn adds, “I can still participate in our 
silent vigil for peace every Friday at noon for 
half an hour next to Houlton’s Peace Pole, 
under the care of the local ministerial 
association.  

 “We have more time now to pray for peace 
within ourselves, our country and world.  This 
will only come if justice rolls down like the 
waters, along with compassion.” 

Ellen and Keith Helmuth report happy reunions 
with Eric and Judy and their son Nathan, and 
Brendan and daughter Julia.  “More than ever, 
it seems, the key to a better world and better 
lives is to the preservation and rebuilding of 
communities—communities that build economic 
and social resilience into cooperative nurturing 
relationships.  We have far to go, but there is 

no doubt about the way.  From neighborhoods 
to global relations, we share a commonwealth 
of life that more and more is coming into focus 
for people of faith.  May we reach for the good 
that is truly common and serves the best 
interests of all peoples world-wide.” 

Ellen and Keith have bought a house in 
Woodstock, NB, a heritage 1866 house, where 
they feel that, “Although we have been in 
Philadelphia 9 years, the community in which 
we lived and worked the previous 3 decades 
has never ceased being ‘home’.”   

We look forward to seeing Ellen and Keith more 
often when they return “home” in the not-too-
distant future. 

 

Pugwash Peace Exchange 
A Christmas card from Lesley Read showed a 
photograph and description of The Thinkers’ 
Lodge in Pugwash, NS, which hosted: the first 
Pugwash Conference in 1957.  It will be at the 
heart of a new world-class educational and 
interpretive centre, The Pugwash Peace 
Exchange.  This centre, with Joseph Rotblat’s 
Nobel Peace medallion as its focal point, will 
educate and inspire visitors both young and 
old, with the thought-provoking displays and 
discussions on topics relating to peace, nuclear 
non-proliferation, and the Human Security 
Agenda, while honouring the Pugwash 
Conference’s Nobel-prize winning efforts to 
promote peace throughout the world.   

See www.pugwashpeaceexchange.org 

 

Canadian Friends  
Service Committee 
Meeting  
From Penni Burrell 
 
I'd like notice to be given that I attended CFSC 
for the first time last weekend - October 27, 
28.  Vince Zelazny also attended. I joined the 
Quaker Aboriginal Affairs Committee, and 
welcome any input from anyone in the region 
regarding such issues. 
 
I returned with an educational package from 
the Quaker Aboriginal Affairs Committee.  I 
have also since attended a local gathering 
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which showed a new DVD - "In the Same Boat".  
I have a copy of it, and would be pleased to 
show it - possibly at the AFG, or another similar 
gathering. Here's the press release for it: 
 
“In the Same Boat?”  Two neighboring fishing 
communities – one Mi'kmaq, the other non-
native - both struggling to defend their ways of 
life.  
Shot on Nova Scotia's Bay of Fundy Coast, “In 
the Same Boat?” explores the grounds for 
solidarity between First Nation and non-native 
communities, while showing the very different 
role fishing plays in both cultures. Part one, In 
Defense of our Treaties follows members of 
Bear River First Nation as they stand up to the 
Department of Fisheries (DFO), who is 
pressuring them to sell out their treaty rights 
for a ticket into the commercial fisheries. The 
End of the Line, tells the story of Terry 
Farnsworth, one of the last remaining hook and 
line fishers on the Bay of Fundy." 
 
Editor’s comments on this and other 
documentaries: I saw the above film in the 
recent “Silver Wave Film Festival” in 
Fredericton, which featured many films made 
by Maritimers.  Learning first-hand from the 
actual fisher folk is valuable for understanding 
the problems between fishing and 
management. 

While “In the Same Boat?” profiles some of the 
fishermen from Burnt Church, NB, and Bear 
River, NS, “Sharing the Waters: Saint John, 
NB,” profiles fishermen in Saint John Harbour 
who are worried that the site for the proposed 
LNG port is right in their area of fishing, 
particularly of lobster.   

What comes out in both these films is the 
willingness of the natives and non-natives (in 
the first film) and the fishermen and the 
developers (in the second) to seek peaceful 
solutions together.  All these fishermen want 
consultations so all can share the waters. 

The third film, “Hope for the Future,” follows a 
group of Canadian students and teachers as 
they travel to the former Yugoslavia.  These 
Students for Teaching Peace, based in Halifax, 
went into schools, radio stations, and a peace 
conference.  They talked, danced, sang, played 
basketball, and exchanged gifts with  Serbian 
students.  They are part of Peaceful Schools 
International.  It is an incredibly moving film, 
as students make friends and part in tears. 

This peace movement of youth reminds me of 
Quaker Peacemakers, an exchange of Soviet 
and Canadian youth who traveled in the 
Gorbachev era, around 1990-91.  The Canadians 
traveled to Russia, and the next year the 
Russian youth came to Canada.                           
Among the Quaker Peacemakers whose names I 
remember were my son Joel, Eva Thurlow, 
Helen Thomas, and Beth Follini.                                 
E.M. 
 

Monthly Meeting 
Reports 
 
Annapolis Valley MM 
 
September notes:   
In keeping with recommendations in the 
Consultation & Renewal Report C - 1 and C- 2, 
regarding our need to examine the Christian 
roots of Quakerism, and open dialogue about 
our beliefs and expression of spirituality, we 
are having a study group this fall on the topic 
“As a Quaker, what's my relationship to 
Christianity?” It is happening every other First 
Day before Meeting for Worship at 9 am, 
beginning on September 30 and ending on 
December 9 – six sessions in total. Members of 
our Meeting are taking turns leading each 
session and the design of the session is left to 
the person leading it.  It can focus, for 
example, on personal experience, or Quaker 
history, or individual beliefs, or combinations 
of these. We would hope that each session 
would have some space for discussion. 
 
New Brunswick MM 
 
Notes from November 18: 
In response to outrage over the recent Taser 
deaths, we agreed to write Stockwell Day about 
having a moratorium on Tasers. 
Doris Calder described the interfaith group that 
she and John have been attending and hosting. 
Called the Universal Third Order, it was 
inspired by St. Francis, who followed a spiritual 
way.  The group includes people from different 
countries and backgrounds—Sufis, Buddhists, 
nuns, Hindus, Quakers.  There are also other 
Atlantic Friends in this practice.  Doris has 
assumed a lot of responsibilities and is 
exploring a women’s way of peace-making. 


