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Editor’s Comments

A Happy New Year, folks, and a reminder of deadlines
for submitting notes and articles to the Newsletter. For
material sent by e-mail, please send by 3rd week of the
month preceding the issue. So, for March-April, send by
ca. Feb. 21. If sent by post, please allow me more time
to type it up so I receive it by, say, mid-month.

Shall We Form an Atlantic
Half-Yearly Meeting?
New Brunswick Monthly Meeting supports the idea of
forming a HYM for the three Atlantic Monthly Meetings.

Florence Ntakarutimana
in Atlantic Canada
by Vince Zelazny

Never having met an east African Friend and wondering
how she might understand aspects of Canadian society
and life, I was relieved, on finally meeting Florence, to
discover a warm and non-judgmental person possessing a
kindred and Friendly spirit. The day-to-day tenor of the
six days Florence spent with Martha McClure, Meredith
Egan, and me in Fredericton was characterized by
informality that soon became spiced with a little gentle
teasing and humour.

On October 30th, we attended a gathering at St. Thomas
University to celebrate the legacy of John McKendy, a
much-loved university professor and longtime attender
of Fredericton Worship Group, on the anniversary of his
sudden death. John's trips to Burundi in 2007 and 2008
as an AGLI (African Great Lakes Initiative) volunteer
were his first trips ever overseas.

Meredith led a large circle of 50 friends, colleagues,
family, and former students for the purpose of
remembering John's legacy of love in action. We first
heard from a number of students who spoke of how John
had inspired them to make the life and career choices
they did, from working on behalf of sex trade workers,
to joining a L'Arche community.

Florence then remembered for the group how John
would pour himself into the work of the building of the
HIV-AIDS clinic in Kamenge, and the messy, bare-handed
vigour with which he applied himself and inspired others
to the work with mud bricks and mortar. She spoke with
gentleness but firmly and with an empathy whose
authenticity was born of her own experience of losing
loved ones to violence.

The day was made less difficult by the grace we
received from this gathering, and from the savoury pot
luck supper and fellowship Friends shared later at our
home.

In my rush to fill Florence and Meredith's schedules, I
unfortunately overlooked their need for rest, and forgot
to schedule a day off! I hope they'll forgive
me...However Florence's deep spiritual grounding
seemed to give her a reserve of strength that inspired
many and buoyed our spirits.

With Florence we attended several university classes,
held an afternoon mini-AVP meeting with the staff of the
Multicultural Association of Fredericton, and another
one later in the evening with a youth group, and a public
presentation at the University of New Brunswick.

Our Saturday afternoon meeting with diaspora east
Africans brought home to us the complexity of their
feelings and deeply held need to see justice done before
forgiveness can be contemplated. Florence also met with
them later in the evening at the home of an African
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acquaintance where east Africa was evoked in
Fredericton for discussion, familiar food, singing,
celebration, and prayer. Freed from our anglophone
clutches, they were able to converse freely in Swahili,
Kinyarwanda and Kirundi.

Florence fretted quietly during her time here when her
husband Dominic failed to return her daily email
messages. Although electricity outages are common in
Bujumbura and this alone could explain the empty
inbox, Florence could not hide from us her worry about
news of renewed military violence, and of her colleague
Adrian's children’s illness with malaria. Her public face
remained kind and purposeful. Thankfully, the
electricity in Bujumbura came on again on Monday, and
this allowed Dominic to provide updates from home
prior to her departure for Halifax.

A visit to Dorchester Prison for an evening meeting with
the AVP group there rounded out our time together. The
inmates were completely fascinated by our guest and
her story of forgiveness from a faraway land where the
perpetrators of genocide were free on the street,
working for forgiveness and healing in a circle with
their victims--in a circle that looked a lot like our AVP
circle! Spontaneous applause broke out several times
during her presentation.

I later handed Florence's luggage over to Linda Foy in
the damp nighttime air in the parking lot on the hill
above the intervale of winding Memramcook River and
bid Florence farewell. On the following day, Linda
accompanied Florence to events at Mount Allison
University and at her daughter’s high school, and later in
the day, presented Florence to Roger Davies, who took
her to Halifax.

Halifax MM reported that Florence attended Meeting for
Worship on Nov. 8 and had an opportunity to dialogue
with Carolyn van Gurp, who talked about her work in
Sierra Leone. There was a potluck later with both of
them at the home if Jane Gordon. Florence gave 3
school presentations, a consultation with North Preston
community leaders, and an evening with Annapolis MM
while there.

For more info see
http://www.aglifpt.org/Program/hroc.htm

Our Friendly Family

New Members

New Brunswick Monthly Meeting welcomes Hilary
Blythe, formerly of Ottawa MM, into membership in
NBMM, in September.

The Meeting also welcomes Sandra Zelazny, from junior
membership, into regular membership in NBMM, on
November 22, 2009.

Halifax Monthly Meeting welcomed Maida Follini into
membership at November 1, 2009, Meeting, upon
Maida’s transferring her membership from New
Brunswick Monthly Meeting.

News from PEI

From Daphne Davey

Greetings to Friends from PEI! The PEI Worship Group
continues to meet regularly. Currently, there are three
of us: John Clement, Pat Craig (who has been attending
for some months, driving an hour and a half to get to
Meeting from their B&B in eastern PEI), and myself. In
addition, we have enjoyed meeting on a number of
occasions this summer and fall with Justine Caudill and
Sydney Paschen, who have been staying at her property
in western PEI. Maud Anschutz joins us for Meeting in
the winter and spring months.

We plan to hold Meeting at Pat and Bruce Craig’s
beautiful house at North Lake in mid-December. They
are hoping to develop the B&B as an artists’
retreat/workshop location.

Two people closely associated with our worship group
have recently been hospitalized but are recovering well:
Craig Ramsay (who with his wife, Val, is working towards
moving to live on PEI from the USA) and Justine Caudill
(who recently obtained her doctorate and has spent the
summer and fall at her farmhouse in western PEI).

Daphne Davey has just self-published her book, Free to
Roam: The Story of the Joyriders 1979--2009. Daphne
is a co-founder and still active member of this
therapeutic riding (horseback riding for the disabled)
organization. She is gradually returning to sanity after
the self-publishing experience. The book has just gone
to print and will be launched in early December.
[Congratulations, Daphne!]

Fredericton Worship Group
by Edith Miller

On Sunday, December 20, seated around Michael & Edith
Miller’s Christmas tree, Fredericton Friends had Meeting
for Worship and potluck. In the go-around after worship,
Carol Wakeham brought a basket to show us, of
significant mementoes of her trip to Newfoundland to
accept the Ron Wiebe Award for Restorative Justice on
behalf of her late husband, John McKendy (see p. 8 of
this Newsletter).

Included in the basket were the framed certificate, a
framed biography of Ron Wiebe, and an Inuit sculpture
of a “dancing bear” in gypsum (a beautiful, marble-like
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material and extremely heavy!). We were happy to hear
of Carol’s experience.

I had forgotten that Michael was one of the Distinguished
2003 Nominees for the Ron Wiebe Award, even though
the framed certificate hangs in Michael’s studio!

They Stand For Peace
An article by Elna Seabrooks in Houlton Pioneer Times,
Houlton, Maine, from Marilyn Roper

Horns often honk with approval Friday afternoons as
motorists pass Monument Park where a small band of
area residents stand silently holding signs that [read]
STAND WITH US FOR PEACE.

“All of this has to do with our firm belief that non-
violence is far more productive than violence in solving
problems,” said Marilyn Roper of Houlton. She and
husband, Harrison, “have been here since well before
9/11. Initially there were over 23 people in a global
witness for peace started by Archbishop Desmond Tutu,”
the South African activist cleric and Nobel Laureate.

“We are here year-round from 12-12:30 p.m. whatever
the weather. If it’s below zero F, we tend to do 15
minutes. The rest of the time we do a half hour,” said
Harrison Roper. His wife drove the point of the group’s
commitment home by adding: “We’re out here if it’s 30
below with a bad wind.”

On one recent Friday, several longtime supporters joined
he Ropers. Peggy Ryan of Houlton said she has been
part of the group for “seven or eight years because I
believe in peace and I think people need to get along
with one another. The alternative to that is our self
destruction.”

Now living in Orient part-time, Elbridge Gagnon
expressed why he backs the group and the concept. “I
love the peace movement. I’d like to have it be more
important.” Janet Campbell of Ludlow said she has
been a supporter and demonstrator for seven years
because “there are many alternatives to violence.”

Initially, the group formed as part of the “Women in
Black” world-wide network of women committed to
peace, according to Linda Rowe of Monticello. She said
it morphed into “Stand for Peace” because men wanted
to join. Rowe said she has been participating in the
weekly demonstrations for about seven years “It gives
people 30 seconds out of their day to think about the
word ‘peace’ and to contemplate peace and the power
of it.” Campbell agrees saying: “There are many
alternatives to violence.”

They stand, near the Peace Pole in the shadow of two
churches, as Marilyn Roper said,“appropriately because
we are vigiling for peace in our own hearts, in our
communities, in our homes and in the world. This Peace
Pole was given to the town of Houlton and has over 500
written wishes for peace.”

The Peace Pole, according to Roper, is under the care of
the Southern Aroostook Ministerial Assocation of which
she is a member, and is one of many around the world.
It was a gift from a Japanese organization that has a
strong commitment to non-violence following the atomic
bombings that led to Japan’s surrender to the Allies in
he final stages of World War II.

Mr. Roper said he has seen a change in the reactions to
their silent demonstration over the years. “When we
were first here we saw a few thumbs down. We don’t
seem to see that lately. We see a lot of thumbs up,
People drive by and suddenly here’s this scene. And
people seem to react to it. And mostly what I’ve seen is
thumbs up.”

He explained the silent demonstration: “We are
meditating. We simply are standing n silence like the
sign says. Stand with us or join us and stand for peace.”

His wife added: “Each person here is doing what they
feel contributes to peace. I am here for Jesus because I
feel Jesus is the Prince of Peace. He taught us to love
our enemies to turn the other cheek. Some people in
the Houlton community are very dedicated to peace and
this is the only way our species will be able to survive.”

[Names in boldface are members of Houlton-Woodstock
Worship Group of NBMM.]

Becoming a Member of the
Religious Society of Friends
Compiled by Maida Follini, member of the Meeting for
Ministry and Counsel of the New Brunswick Monthly
Meeting, and based on the Canadian Yearly Meeting
"Organization and Procedure"; "Christian Faith and
Practice in the Experience of the Society of Friends"
[London Yearly Meeting, 1960]; "Faith and Practice of
New England Yearly Meeting of Friends" and "Faith and
Practice of New York Yearly Meeting”.

"Now the Lord God hath opened to me by His invisible
power how that everyman was enlightened by the divine
Light of Christ; and I saw it shine through all…” George
Fox, recalling his experiences in 1648.

Membership in the Religious Society of Friends is offered
to those who wish to share in the search for divine
guidance, according to the manner of Friends. Meeting in
worship, Friends gather to experience communion with
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God. Believing that God speaks directly to each person,
worshippers are Listeners, ready to receive God’s
message. The call to a vocal ministry may come to any
worshipper.

Membership in the Society of Friends includes the
responsibility of attending meetings for worship and for
business, sharing in the religious life of Friends, and in
the practical expression of our religious faith through our
care for each other and service to the wider community.

Seekers after attending Meeting for Worship, talking
with Friends or reading Quaker writings, may have a
desire to enter joyfully into the worship, fellowship, and
activities of the Society. We encourage applications for
membership from those who, after a period of
attendance and study, desire to join the Society.

Having come to a decision to join, the person writes a
letter of application to the Clerk of the Monthly Meeting.
The letter of application does not have to be lengthy,
but will usually express the person's spiritual state and
reasons for seeking membership in the Friends.

The Clerk will acknowledge receipt of the application,
and will appoint a Clearness Committee, made up of two
or three Friends, who will arrange to visit the applicant.
The visitation may take place at the applicant’s home,
or at the home of one of the Committee members, or in
a meeting room, outdoor setting for meditation, or any
appropriate location providing quiet and privacy for the
serious discussions which will take place. The purpose of
the visit of the Clearness Committee is to ascertain how
far the applicant unites with the views and practices of
Friends and with the understanding that Quaker beliefs
are based on faith in the spirit of God as manifested in
the life and teachings of Jesus and as a light in the
hearts of humankind.

The distinguishing testimonies of the Society of Friends
arise out of our experience of listening to the Holy
Spirit, and the testing of individual messages with the
witness of the Meeting as a whole. Complete agreement
with us in all respects, whether of formal belief or
practice, need not be asked, but unity is essential on the
reality of direct divine communion, the presence of the
"Inner Light" or that of God in every person, and the
spiritual values of the Christian tradition, as experienced
through Quaker witness, in a continuing search. The
members of the Committee will discuss with the
applicant his or her reasons for wishing to join the
Society of Friends, and can explain further, if necessary,
Friends principles and practices. The Clearness
Committee will realize that the search is not complete
for any of us. Current members and applicants each
share a desire for deeper understanding of our faith. The
visitation can be a positive experience of spiritual

growth both for the applicant and the committee
members.

Following the visit with the applicant, the Clearness
Committee will make a report to the Monthly Meeting.
Such a report might recommend acceptance of the
applicant; or further study and attendance by the
applicant at Meetings for Worship before being received
in membership; or might recommend that our Society is
not the appropriate spiritual home for the applicant.
The Monthly Meeting shall act upon the report according
to its best judgment in the matter. Following the
Monthly Meeting decision, the Clerk of the Monthly
Meeting shall inform the applicant in writing of his or her
reception into membership, or other decision, as the
case may be. This decision shall be conveyed to the
applicant in a timely and suitable manner.

When an applicant is received into membership, an
announcement may be made at a Meeting for Worship
attended by the new member, so that all members may
extend a warm welcome to the new member.
Membership in the Society of Friends is held through the
Monthly Meeting. Such membership includes the
privilege of participating in committee or office, in
regional gatherings and in Canadian Yearly Meeting.

Halifax Monthly Meeting
Highlights of past minutes of HMM, from Betty Peterson

September 6, 2009
Charles Brown, Clerk, Maida Follini, Recording Clerk

Christina Tellez has been accepted for this year at
Pearson College near Victoria, BC. Good luck, Christina,
and thanks for your faithful work for the HMM. New
recorder(s) needed.

Meeting House Fund: At our specially called meeting in
June it was decided after much deliberation to continue
to hold our Meeting House Fund intact for the present,
perhaps contributing small amounts to worthy causes
such as the Canadian Yearly Meeting (CYM) Youth and
Education Project.

Peace and Social Concerns: Roger Davies invites Friends
to participate in a protest on September 10 at the
Halifax Arms Show during Lockheed Martin’s “Hour of
Good Cheer.” War is nothing to cheer about. “No $$$$
for weapons. FUND Children, Health, Education and the
Environment.”

Day of Action on Climate Change on Oct. 24 at Halifax
Commons.
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Library Committee: New books have been ordered.
Current holdings are being checked, matching listings
with check-outs. Suggestions for new books are being
encouraged.

New Business: A public memorial service will be held for
Muriel Duckworth on Sept. 27 at Mt. St. Vincent
University (Seton Centre). Donna Smyth is our
representative on the planning committee for the
service.

A celebration of Muriel’s life was held on August 30 by
HMM for Muriel who died on August 22 in Magog, Quebec
at the age of 100. The Meeting was attended by over 60
persons, including family and friends/Friends. Many
remembrances and testimonies were shared. A
memorial book was signed by those in attendance and
was sent to Muriel’s family. HMM will send a Memorial
Minute for Muriel to CYM.

October 4, 2009
Charles Brown, Clerk, Jessica Tellez, Recording Clerk

Matters Arising: Katie Aven has been registered with the
Province as one of our designated Friends to witness and
record marriages. John Osborne has resigned from this
position at his own request due to mobility issues and is
no longer registered with the province. The Meeting
thanks John for his many years of service in this
capacity.

College of Sustainability: Laureen van Lierop made a
presentation about this new college at Dalhousie
University and its desire to be connected to community
groups. She suggested that we sponsor a speaker for one
of its weekly lecture series that are part of mandatory
class time that students attend and also includes the
McCain lectures open to the public. This would include a
yearly sponsorship amount to be determined by HMM and
paid to the College for each of 5 years with review at
end of the first year and at any time thereafter deemed
necessary. This would mean the possibility of outreach
to some 300 students attending these lectures by
handouts and our staffing a table with our pertinent
(environmental) material.

It was decided that this could be considered as outreach,
as we hope to build a wider awareness of Quakers and
Quaker Concerns. We agreed to commit $200 per year
from outreach committee budget for 5 years, to be
reviewed. Laureen and Betty have agreed to be our
contacts with the college. Jennifer and Roger will work
with outreach com. to organize a table for “our night.”
Laureen continues to collect descriptions of committees
and responsibilities from Friends in HMM for volunteer
information.

Ministry and Counsel Committee: Peter Walker and
Betty will collaborate on writing of Muriel’s Quaker
Memorial Gathering and the Public Memorial for
Canadian Friend and for Atlantic Friends Newsletter.
Ministry & Counsel (M&C) will produce a draft of her
Memorial Minute for the March 2010 M4W4B to be
included with advance documents or CYM 2010. Other
Friends will be consulted.

Finance Committee: It was reported that Canada
Revenue Agency rules require that recipients of grants
given by the Meeting will be issued T4A income slips and
they should be notified of this from the beginning.

Nominating Committee: Some people are not receiving
Canadian Friend or Atlantic Friends Newsletter. When
yearly statistics of Friends are taken, they should be
questioned about this. Roger and Sharon will work on an
info page for newcomers, including meaning of our
acronyms.

Peace and Social Concerns Committee: Canadian Friends
Service Committee (CFSC) and African Great Lakes
Initiative (AGLI) are sponsoring a speaking tour of a
Quaker peace worker from Burundi, Florence
Ntakarutimana, in November in the Atlantic region. She
will be in Halifax November 4-9. Roger and Jane Gordon
are coordinating.

Program Committee: It was decided that CYM Youth &
Education Project will no longer be a called meeting but
will be the first item of business at our November
business meeting. We will also discuss the Meeting
House Fund in relation to our long-term goals and plans.

New Business:
- Meeting for Common Concerns (M4CC): Roger and

Jessie attended in September. The main topic for the
Friends World Committee for Consultation-Atlantic
Friends Gathering (FWCC-AFG) in May 2010 is Quaker
Institute for the Future. Roger has agreed to be on the
planning committee.

- Faith & Practice Development Committee: Program
Com. is asked to schedule meetings to review the draft
copy of Faith & Practice, including dates and place for
this work.

- Finance Committee is requested to fill out a
questionnaire from the Securities Commission with
respect to our investment with Oiko Credit.

- Jennifer Dingle request: She is requesting that we
consider using the benevolent funding process for
helping to support a friend whose son is in great
medical need. Meeting has agreed to support her in
this and she will send a written outline to Friends. This
will not affect our general revenue and expenses.
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November 1, 2009
Charles Brown, Clerk, Jessie Tellez, Recorder

CYM Youth & Education Fund Project/Meeting House
Fund (MHF) Discussion: We have decided to keep the
principle of the MHF intact and information about this
project will be distributed before the Dec. Meeting so
that people will be better informed. We ask Program
Com. to set up a special meeting for the New Year to
discuss MHF. Sylvia will consult with her daughter Kunyi,
a professional facilitator, to facilitate this meeting.

Ministry & Counsel:
- Care of Meeting: As members of a community, we are

mindful that we have responsibilities to care for one
another, particularly in times of stress and challenge.
And while the onus is on M&C to attend to pastoral care
of the Meeting, it should be remembered that the
individuals on M&C might not be able to fulfill all
obligations. There may be times when others in HMM
will be asked to serve in some capacity.

- Lee Webb has agreed to take on responsibility to
arrange transportation for those who need a ride to
Meeting.

- Plans for end of life and related subjects: Sharon and
Donna Smyth have agreed to organize an information
session addressing such topics as legal wills, living
wills, power of attorney, medical directives, etc. Date
to be set early next year.

- Hearing aid system: Lee has taken this home to re-
charge and will continue this system.

Peace and Social Concerns Committee:
- The com. would like to support Nora Kerr and Pat

Dingle in buying school supplies for children in Mexico.
The Meeting approves this endeavour and refers it to
finance com. to decide what funds are available up to
$200.

- Roger reports that Florence from Burundi will give a
public talk on Nov. 5 at Cornwallis Baptist Church,
sponsored by the Women’s Missionary Society, CFSC,
the Black Social Workers Assoc. of NS, and HMM.

New Business:
- We welcome Maida Follini into our Meeting and the

Clerk will send a letter to the Clerk of NBMM
confirming the transfer of membership.

- Roger will check with Bruce Dienes on updating our
calendar.

Trustees: Nora Kerr will be the new Clerk of the
Trustees, with Sylvia Mangalam and Betty Peterson as
other members. She will take over the responsibility of
the investment portfolio as Barry Thomas is stepping
down from those two positions.

Annapolis Valley Monthly
Meeting

Fall 2009
Our Nominations Committee’s recommendation of
continuing with Bruce Dienes as Clerk, and Peter McInnes
as Assistant Clerk was accepted by our Meeting.

For the fall, we have focused on developing a new
outreach brochure. The committee initially believed
that one sentence needed consideration for change. We
ended up with four excellent meetings to totally revamp
our brochure. It led to lively respectful discussions
about what we want to say to people interested in
attending our Meeting. As noted early on., it helped
develop our Meetings’ community.

Carol Bradley attended a West Hants County inter-
ministerial Association meeting. This continues to
deepen our commitment to reach out to other parts of
the Annapolis Valley.

We met at the Telegraph Tea Room for our monthly
potluck in the summer and fall months. This is located
near Kingston, Nova Scotia closer to the middle of the
Annapolis Valley. Attendance was varied, but it did
successfully reach out to isolated friends in other parts
of the Valley. The tea room is owned by British people
who have Quaker background. They are committed to
ensuring that they run the business on Quaker principles
in a creative and conscientious manner.

We are participating in an inter-ministerial pulpit
exchange program for the first time in January.

Although we did not host a public meeting for Florence
Ntakarutimana, she joined us in a potluck and attended
a Night Kitchen concert. She was a joy to be with, and it
seemed as if she also enjoyed her time with us. We are
grateful to Halifax for arranging with us, this sharing of
her presence, and to New Brunswick for taking the lead
in bringing her to the Maritimes.

In her work with the CFSC Quaker Aboriginal Affairs
Committee, Penni has started to develop a group of
people concerned about indigenous issues. An oversight
committee has been struck to support her work in this
new project. It is being co-led by a woman who attends
our Meeting and has Metis background.
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New Brunswick Monthly
Meeting

November 1, 2009
At this Meeting, held in Room 201, B. Mulroney Hall of
STU, Fredericton, we heard presentations by Meredith
Egan and Florence Ntakaramutimana. We made and
approved a minute of appreciation for the visit in
October and November of Meredith and Florence, of the
Healing and Rebuilding Our Communities (HROC)
program in Burundi, sponsored by CFSC.

November 22, 2009
Excerpts from minutes of November 22, 2009, Meeting
for Worship for Business, held in the Rotunda of B.
Mulroney Hall at STU, Fredericton. Ellen Helmuth,
Clerk, and Edith Miller, Recording Clerk. 2 members of
Saint John-area, 2 from Houlton-Woodstock, and 7 from
Fredericton Worship Groups attended.

The Ron Wiebe Award for Restorative Justice, by
Corrections Service of Canada, was awarded to John
McKendy. Carol Wakeham and Colleen McKendy
received the award on John’s behalf in Newfoundland.

The Working Group on Family Violence, aka, “Next-
Steps” Committee: Vince read the “Report and
Reflections on the ‘Next-Steps’ Gathering,” prepared by
Meredith Egan. He also reported on a letter that had
been composed by Keith Helmuth after he had found an
article in a recent Telegraph Journal about proactive
policing on the part of the RCMP re the illegal drug
trade. Could this emphasis on proactive policing be
brought to bear on issues of family violence? Keith’s
letter was circulated among committee members and
the Monthly Meeting for further drafting before mailing
it to the RCMP. It was also suggested that the letter be
shared with Carol Wakeham and that we need to be
sensitive to her feelings about this action. The letter
was sent to the RCMP, with a copy to the Muriel
McQueen Fergusson Foundation in Fredericton.

Treasurer’s Report: A New England-Atlantic Friends
Gathering (NE-AFG) Fund has been added to the NBMM
treasury, as there was a balance of $125 from the
October NE-AFG at Green Hill Lake Camp. The Atlantic
Friends Gathering (AFG) Fund is held in Annapolis Valley
MM.

Children’s Membership: After thoughtful and prayerful
comments on the question of a junior member of a MM
wanting to become an adult member, we were in unity
to add “to confirm” to our minute on children in the
Meeting. The following minute replaces Minutes #96-39
and #98-34 in Organization & Procedure:

At the request of parents or guardians, NBMM extends
junior membership to children in our Meeting. On
reaching the age of 18, junior members are given the
choice of either (1) applying for or confirming
membership in the MM, (2) being listed as attenders, or
(3) being removed from the MM roll. Minuting of junior
membership will be considered a recognition of a
youth’s ongoing contribution to and participation in our
Meeting.

Sandy Zelazny expressed her definite wish to be listed as
a member of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)
and of NBMM. We welcomed Sandy as a member of
NBMM.

We discussed membership in general and a document
written by Maida Follini in 1998, “Becoming a Member of
the Religious Society of Friends,” was circulated. Find it
on p. 4 of this Newsletter.

Half-Yearly Meeting formation: Ellen gave a summary of
what meetings and discernments have taken place re the
possible formation of a HYM. After having studied the
question of forming a Half-Yearly Meeting, noted in
Nov.-Dec. Atlantic Friends Newsletter and referred to
in O&P 5.1-3, we approved of the following minute: The
Meeting supports the idea of forming a Half-Yearly
Meeting for the 3 Atlantic MMs.

Cape Jourimain Nature Centre
Launches Renewable Energy
Hub
Excerpted from Sackville Tribune-Post, Dec. 16, 2009

The Renewable Energy Hub (REH) will provide New
Brunswickers with information on renewable energy
technology on a new website, renewablesnb.ca. The
project is funded through the NB Environmental Trust
Fund. Falls Brook Centre and Conservation Council of NB
are regional coordinators.

The Off-Grid Learning Centre, one of the case studies of
the REH, was also opened during the week. This centre
demonstrates renewable energy technologies that can be
applied in small businesses and in homes.

Cape Jourimain Nature Centre, at the base of the
Confederation Bridge, focuses on education about
natural and human heritage, with a specific interest in
renewable energy technology application. The Off-Grid
Learning Centre is based in South Branch (between
Bouctouche and Richibucto).


