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DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE:  AUG. 15, 2003 

Editor's Comments 
If you are not receiving this Newsletter, 
please contact Daphne Davey for either 
email or hard-copy version (see above), or 
let her know if you would like to cancel 
your subscription.  If you do not have, and 
would like to have the Atlantic Friends 
Directory, ask Bruce Dienes, at: 
http://halifax.quaker.ca, or, 
info@halifax.quaker.ca, or you may send him 
$1.00 for a paper copy.  
 
REQUEST -- Please, Friends, this is your 
newsletter.  Be part of the Atlantic Friends 
community and send news to me, Editor.  If 
everyone sent a paragraph…..well, that 
might be too much (how much would nearly 
200 paragraphs be?), but…..Aside from the 
bulletin-board aspect of the newsletter, 
what I find interesting is comparing and 
linking the dynamics of different groups 
and individuals throughout our vast Atlantic 
Provinces.  Knowing where we are similar 
and different helps make our community. 

Personals 
Birthdays were celebrated for Paula 
Magwood and Scott Aikman, of Wolfville 
MM, by a special potluck at Horton 
Community Centre on May 25. 
 
• Hendrien Kippers, Hampton-Saint John 

Worship Group of NBMM, celebrated her 
75th birthday in Saint John.  She said that 
an incredible number of family members 
just kept arriving, filling up her house all 
day.  While it may not have started out as 
a surprise, the unbelievable number of 
siblings and descendents who were able 
to come  was!  Brothers and sisters from 
all over and many of her 10 children and 
innumerable grandchildren came in the 
dozens.  At least 26 were counted in one 
picture that came through the internet!  
Many happy returns, Hendrien! 

• Marriage:  The wedding of Katharine 
Vaux and Andrew Gillis is set for July 31, 
late afternoon, at Port George, Annapolis 
County.  Vital Statistics Nova Scotia has 
sent official licenses to perform 
marriages to our designates, Marilyn 
Manzer, Bruce Dienes, and Dale Gruchy. 

• Doris & John Calder's return to NB:  
Doris writes on June 12, "John is 
returning to Pendle Hill for another year 
as Dean of the Resident Student Program, 
and I am no longer going to serve as Co-
Dean, but am returning to New Brunswick 
and will keep the home fire burning.  
What should we call this, a holy 
experiment?  It was certainly an 
interesting and strenuous year at Pendle 
Hill, and we were sorely needed, but now 
I feel called to come home.  We both feel 
fine about this decision.  
 
"For the past month I've been having a 
tough time with Lyme disease, having 
been bitten by an infected deer tick.  
This whole area is infested with them.  
I'm not better yet, but hope that the 
sweet air of the Maritimes will make 
me recover.  There's not enough oxygen 
down here.  Too many automobiles.  

Edith Miller, Editor.  Personals, scheduled 
meetings, articles, suggestions and 
comments to (emails preferred) 448 Golf 
Club Rd., Fredericton, N.B., E3B 5Z7; 506-
454-5882 memiller@nb.sympatico.ca 
 
Daphne Davey. Reproduction and mailing: 
Send name and address changes to P.O. 
Box 299, Cornwall, PEI, C0A 1H0; (902)-
675-3501; fax (902) 675-2533; 
ddavey@isn.net 
 
Kunyi Mangalam.  Layout: 1388 Bedford 
Hwy., Bedford, N.S., B4A 1E2; (902) 835-
0840 mangalam@accesswave.com 



Atlantic Friends’ Newsletter, July/August 2003  Page 2 
 

Aaarrrggghh!! 
 
"We are looking forward to 
reconnecting with Maritime F(f)riends 
whom we have greatly missed over the 
past year. 
 
"John is in New York until [June 14] 
attending a QUNO meeting.  He's the 
new clerk of that committee.  I had 
hoped to go to New York with him for a 
few days, but felt too sick to go.  We 
leave very early on Sunday morning for 
Long Reach [spending the night en 
route with Karen Burke, a Friend from 
New England-Atlantic Friends 
Gatherings, in Winthrop, Maine].  Oh 
blessed day!  With much love to all, 
Doris." 

Book Review 
An apology:  I did not read this book, but 
found it interesting to read in Christian 
Science Monitor/Monitor World, a review 
of Beyond Belief: The Secret Gospel of 
Thomas, by Elaine Pagels.  Pagels teaches 
religion at Princeton University and is 
author of The Gnostic Gospels, 1979.   
 
The Monitor reviewer states that Pagels 
"points out that the Gospel of John is the 
only one in the New Testament that 
actually promotes the idea of Jesus as God 
in human form, and she argues, based on 
research, that it was written explicitly to 
counter the Gospel of Thomas, which said 
otherwise.  Thomas's gospel, she writes, 
teaches that  

God's light shines not only in Jesus but, 
potentially at least, in everyone … and 
encourages the hearer … to seek to 
know God through one's own divinely 
given capacity, since all are created in 
the image of God.   

 
"The goHspels of John and Thomas share 
striking similarities, however.  Both 
encourage people to look toward 'the 
beginning' not the end of time, and both 
emphasize, unlike Mark, that the kingdom 
of God is not to be expected in the future, 

but is already here--an immediate and 
continuing spiritual reality. 

 
"Most of all, [Pagel's] book highlights the 
ongoing debate, so pervasive among 
Christian denominations today, over 
whether Christianity should be understood 
as a set system of doctrines or an ongoing 
search for the divine. 
 
"She suggests that these works offer 
inspiration to those, like herself, who are 
deeply moved by Christianity but do not 
accept it as  

a single, authorized set of beliefs, 
coupled with the conviction that 
Christian belief alone offers access to 
God.   

 
"In a period when so many call themselves 
'seekers' and others press for a return to 
orthodoxy, this remarkable book will stir 
and provoke thought." 

Alternatives to Violence Project, 
May 29-June 1, 2003, Dorchester 
Penitentiary 
This AVP Basic Workshop was co-facilitated 
by Michael Miller, who reports:  "It was the 
first time that Chapel volunteers from the 
Moncton area participated.  The first time 
also that much reliance had to be on inside 
facilitators, a team of three inmates, with 
my being the only outsider.  But we 
managed very well.  There was only one 
person who left the workshop before 
completion." 
 
John McKendy, Fredericton WG of NBMM, 
who has facilitated many a workshop, 
comments:  "He characterized it as a very 
'lively' one.  Thirteen people participated, 
including three from the community 
(Francophones, Chapel volunteers, one of 
whom was a woman). 
   
"In addition to Michael, the team included 
Gordie, Joe, Roy and Ken [insiders].  Early 
in the workshop, Ken decided he was 
unable to continue.  Several of the inmate 



Atlantic Friends’ Newsletter, July/August 2003  Page 3 
 

participants were inclined to challenge the 
significance of certain exercises and to 
debate the meaning of terms like 
'sympathy' and 'empathy'.  Michael was able 
to take this in stride, and sounded very 
pleased with how things went.  He 
remarked how each of these workshops is 
so different! 
 
"And may I say how much I admire his spunk 
and skill.  He undertook this one without 
any other outside facilitator on the team; 
then with [the inmate's] departure, he 
worked with others who had very little 
experience." 
 
John is "sending out feelers" about the next 
workshop, a Second Level, perhaps June 
27-29.   

 
(Editor) This year marks the tenth 
anniversary of AVP in the Atlantic area!   In 
Sept. or Oct. 1993 
Michael and I took Basic Level AVP 
workshops, facilitated by Bill and 
Rosemarie McMechan, Quakers from 
Hastings, ON.  The one at Westmorland 
Institution, minimum-security, I attended, 
and the one consecutively at Dorchester 
Penitentiary, Michael attended. 
 
Some impressions of what I considered 
rather intense 3-day workshops, are 
extracted from an article I wrote in the 
Sackville Tribune-Post, Oct. 13/93:  Prison 
society is a strange sort of non-community.  
Community, as I see it, is a somehow 
gathered population, or a group of people 
who share interests. … On the first morning 
I discovered that most of the men in the 
program did not know one another.  They 
said they did not have time nor venue to 
meet. … This lack of opportunity to 
socialize has at times discouraged the 
inmates from the practice of community 
and preparing for re-entering society.  It is 
"an artificial society," so one of the inmates 
in our group, a journalist, calls it, "one that 
provides little reason for unity." 
 

AVP offers: respect for participants and 
others; experiences of cooperation and 
community; creative problem-solving and 
conflict-resolution; and a stimulus for self-
examination, personal change, and possible 
commitment to a non-violent, creative 
approach to life.  It offers an opportunity 
to tap into greater sources of strength 
known as Transforming Power.  With new 
self-respect one can more easily admit 
one's position may not be the best and can 
consider the opponent's point of view, 
meeting him halfway to allow him to admit 
his point of view isn't perfect, either. 
 
Slowly, bit by bit, the prison system in 
Canada is being affected by the 
Correctional Service mission statements: 
"To provide opportunities for offenders to 
contribute to the wellbeing of the 
community," and, "To respect the dignity of 
individuals, the rights of all members of 
society, and the potential for human 
growth and development."  One inmate was 
skeptical of the mission statements … But 
before the weekend was half over, the men 
were praising the AVP.   
 
"Inmates feel that the AVP, unlike other 
programs (such as anger-management and 
group-therapy types) which are run by 
professionals," explains Michael Miller … 
"allows them to work on their problems 
without having to score 'Brownie points' 
with their case management officers.  Also, 
the confidentiality required allows them 
the freedom to express themselves without 
incriminating themselves or anyone else. 
 
"The workshop in Dorchester was very 
successful," Miller comments, "There was a 
lot of deep sharing, a good balance 
between focus and spontaneity.  The group 
all contributed, they were a mature group, 
and we developed a real sense of 
togetherness."  This aptly describes our 
workshop in Westmorland as well. 
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Atlantic Friends Gathering 
May 16-19, 2003, Camp Ta-Wa-Si, 
Johnston Point, the 
Northumberland Strait, NB 
from Daphne Davey, PEI Worship Group, 
NBMM: 
 
The sheer joy of the warm weather--the 
hottest AFG ever?? 
 
The beautiful belted kingfisher which 
alighted on a nearby branch on a cliff 
overlooking the water, with a slim fish in 
its beak.  With one deft toss, the bird 
gulped down the fish.  Curtains for fish! 
 
Sunday visit of Leigh Turina and Dan 
Cooperstock (Toronto MM) who were 
passing through on their Maritime vacation. 
 
The too-short visit to the Cape Jourimain 
nature preserve (675 hectare National 
Wildlife Area) and Nature Centre (and the 
strawberries and cream therein!) 
 
The usual smiles-and-chuckles Family 
Night, especially the children's 
improvisations in the Human Machine act. 
 
The preoccupied but neighbourly skunk, 
snuffling in the meadow for juicy bugs in 
broad daylight. 
 
The oohs and aahs as we watched the red 
sun swiftly sink into the Northumberland 
Strait, playing a multi-hued swan song on 
the quiet ripples of the evening waters.  
Then, as we sat around the campfire on the 
opposite side of the grounds, up it came 
again (or was it the moon?), swiftly rising 
above the opposite horizon! 
 
from Hendrien Kippers, Hampton-Saint 
John Worship Group, NBMM 
 
The setting at Camp Ta-Wa-Si was as 
stimulating, relaxing and interesting as the 
program of AFG at this location.  It asked 
for leisurely walks, good conversations, 
bird watching, and campfires with 

marshmallows, mock-serious stories, and 
hilarious versions of popular songs.  It gave 
gorgeous sunsets and dawns, full moon 
rising at one side and falling back into the 
ocean on the other side of the land tongue.  
For me it was interesting to see the 
differences in tides and coastal features 
between the ocean and the Bay of Fundy. 
 
About 40 people, many of them children, 
took advantage of this opportunity to relax 
and gain some balance and direction for 
action in a world that puts a heavy strain 
on our will and desire to live up to our 
commitments to our peace testimony.   
 
Jeff Brown (Fredericton WG) and Anne 
Thomas (Hfx MM) engaged us in a different 
aspect of this commitment according to our 
theme, "Minding the Light in Wartime: 
Remembering and Acting."  Jeff talked 
about the three stages Martin Luther King 
Jr. went through in his peace efforts, and 
Anne Thomas gave some historical 
background to some examples of peaceful 
solutions in the Bible.  Vince Zelazny 
(Fredericton WG) led a sharing of ideas 
concerning travel for Representative 
Meeting. 
 
Sunday afternoon was spent at the Cape 
Jourimain Nature Centre on the New 
Brunswick side of the Confederation Bridge, 
which was informative and relaxing.  
 
I experienced the weekend as a well-
rounded gathering that not only gave hope 
for our concerns but also scope for letting 
go periodically to refresh our 
commitments. 
 
from Charlie Kennedy, Antigonish WG, 
HMM 
 
We extend our thanks to all the folks who 
put in the effort to attract and to lead 
some many Friends who together made this 
another heartfelt, strengthening gathering. 
 
What a delight it was to come to such a 
place.  Labyrinthian paths cut through 
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pasture spruce with a place of worship in 
one corner at water's edge and a secluded 
fireplace in another, combined with a well-
kept lodge and clutch of tidy cabins and 
fields, to provide the opportunity for 
Friends to renew and to deepen 
relationships and to remember the gift of 
life.  At least once, all activity halted for 
observations of an unparalleled sunset over 
the water. 
 
The theme, "Minding The Light in Wartime, 
Remembering and Acting," manifested with 
a talk centred around the development of 
Martin L. King's call to activism.  Jeff 
Brown, a member of faculty at UNB and 
Fredericton WG, made an able presentation 
on this and led discussion on MLK's life and 
activism.   
 
Vince Zelazny continued his concern re our 
grabby use of energy in everyday living, a 
habit which aids in providing the occasion 
for war. 
 
Anne Thomas mustered her usual 
excellence to provide us with a look at 
some of our roots in the Middle East, roots 
which have the power, when combined 
with today's realities, to bring overarching 
peace and security. 
 
Together with times of worship and times 
of conversation and play, all these talks 
[the ones I was able to attend and report 
on] add to our strength to know deeply that 
now, between wars, is the time to 
demonstrate daily how reasonable it is to 
develop more and higher quality means of 
settling troubles--both personally and 
internationally--than simply smashing and 
tearing for conquest.  Such gatherings help 
make it possible to rise up from the 
coziness of our wry resignation to help 
realize human betterment.  
 
from Wolfville MM :  The Gathering was 
excellent, the facilities very suitable, and 
the weather and food superb.  
 

from Edith Miller, Fredericton WG, NBMM 
 
After the pleasant, colorful reports above, 
those who did not attend might like to get 
a comparatively "schematic" picture of how 
we conducted the gathering. 
 
Fri. night we reunited with one another, 
and settled in and appreciated the soups 
and snacks brought by Sackville WG. 
 
Sat. morning we breakfasted at 7:30 and 
had intros and went over housekeeping.   
 
Anne Thomas talked at 10:00 on the 
Biblical Basis of the Peace Testimony, and 
handed out a time-line of Palestine before 
and after Jesus.  She involved us in a 
provocative reading of a hypothetical 
interview with Jesus. 
 
After lunch Jeff Brown talked on "American 
Tradition of Non-Violent Direct Action, ex. 
Martin Luther King Jr."  He distributed a 
number of King's sermons to study in 3 or 4 
study groups, after which participants gave 
summaries. 
 
3:00-5:00: Free time enabled walks to the 
beach, trails, kicking a soccer ball around. 
 
After supper we circled a bonfire, at a 
firepit set up at the camp, with songs and 
"s'more's" (my introduction to this, in spite 
of its reputation by everyone from Betty 
Peterson to my grandchildren). 
 
Sun. morning we had worship-sharing first, 
Meeting for Worship next, and then lunch. 
 
Our field trip in the afternoon was to Cape 
Jourimain, 25 minutes away, for most of 
us; the rest had the option of staying put. 
 
As the youngest in the whole group was 
eight, activities were all intergenerational 
and optional to the other programs: Ron 
Gates & Jesse Tellez directed 
soccer/baseball; Vince Zelazny & Martha 
McClure, solar cooking and huge bubble-
making; Edith Miller, water colours; Paige 
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Kennedy; Marilyn Manzer, music; Charlie 
Kennedy, worship-sharing; Linda Foy; 
Charles Follini, acting improvisation; Ellen, 
CBC film "Dementia Diary" and discussion. 
 
After supper was our traditional Family 
Night, for which Michael Miller was MC. 
 
Mon. morning was time for evaluation, a 
brief Meeting for Worship, and clean-up. 
 
Evaluation:  WHAT WENT WELL? - Kitchen 
facilities and food; wash-up by everyone 
using 3 sinks (low-tech); food outside 
kitchen effective; great place, buildings, 
etc.; separating special-needs foods right 
away (reminder to think next time of foods 
lacking gluten and milk); kids' program 
shared; amount of programming, not overly 
organized; presentations; wheelchair 
accessibility; Cape Jourimain; thanks to 
techno-gifted! 
 
WHAT WOULD YOU DO DIFFERENTLY NEXT 
TIME? - Send out info as early as possible, 
contact your WG contact person; try harder 
to be punctual; be more attentive to each 
other; try to use alternatives to wheat and 
dairy ingredients in food; wheelchair 
accessibility could be better; name tags 
would be helpful, ask kids to make them; 
bring boats; those who work with children 
could help those not used to working with 
kids. 
 
Ratio of NB to NS attenders:  Staying from 
only one day to all three days and nights, 
there were 16 adults & 2 youth from NS = 
18; 19 adults & 8 youth from NB = 27; 1 
adult from PEI; and 2 adults from Ontario.  
Total: 48. 
 
"Activity Box":  A number of AFGs back, we 
established a container of materials for 
children's programs.  Too voluminous to be 
accommodated in one container, it was 
split between 2: a pale-green plastic tub 
and a navy nylon suitcase.  These 
containers, furthermore, are split between 
two households.  PLEASE TAKE NOTE that 
now the suitcase is at Linda Foy's home in 

Port Elgin, NB; and plastic tub is at Paige 
Kennedy's home in Scotsburn, NS.  We also 
usually bring this material to the CYM 
children's program when it's in the east. 
 
Business:  We collected the right amount of 
money, which was $8/night/adult; 
$7/day/adult; $25/group fee.  The AFG 
account of around $200 was balanced 
except for only around $20.  The account is 
in Wolfville MM, c/o Dale Gruchy. 
 
We have reserved Camp Ta-Wa-Si for next 
year, but we have to wait until the United 
Church board meets in January to consider 
other groups' wishes first to rent the camp. 
 
Wolfville MM says that they will appoint 
two people for the 2004 Planning 
Committee at their June Meeting.  They 
ask, "anyone interested, please advise 
Carol Bradley.  Marilyn Manzer will write 
asking Halifax MM to do the same, and ask 
Vince Zelazny to let Carol know the results 
of his booking the same site for 2004." 
 
The consensus of various people who 
attended was that it was the best site we 
have ever had, including being in a hub of 
the Maritimes. We hope we can reserve it 
again 

Monthly Meeting Minutes 
Halifax Monthly Meeting 
Summary of minutes of June 3, 2003.  9 
Friends present, 3 regrets.  Advices & 
Queries #25 was read. 
 
Argenta Friends Press dilemma:  Home 
Mission and Advancement Committee 
(HMAC) has been considering the financial 
cost of continuing to use Argenta Friends 
Press for its publications, a cost which is 
higher than a commercial press.  HMM 
would appreciate having full financial 
information to make a fully informed 
decision.   
 
In general, we believe that the "bottom 
line" should not dictate our decisions.  
Argenta Friends Press supports several 
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Argenta families, in an area where jobs are 
hard to find.  Argenta MM and its members 
are an important part of the fabric of 
Canadian Quakerism, and we believe that, 
if the quality work of the Press is 
acceptable, its use by HMAC and CYM 
should be encouraged and continued.  [See 
reference to this in NBMM June 15.] 
 
Shared representation at Representative 
Meeting:  NBMM suggests a shared 
representative for Atlantic Friends for Rep 
Meeting, while Wolfville suggests that, if a 
member of the MM serves CYM as a 
Committee clerk, etc., and is also required 
to attend Rep Meeting, such a person also 
serve as the rep during their term of 
service. 
 
We need to balance concern for 
environmental and financial issues with the 
value of clear communication, fellowship 
and appropriate representation that 
enables the work of CYM to proceed 
effectively.  We support Wolfville's 
suggestion, adding that only one person 
from each Atlantic Monthly Meeting should 
attend Rep Meeting, even if more than one 
person in a MM serves as a Committee 
clerk, etc.  (A Committee could name a 
local member to attend instead of the 
Clerk.)  We would expect that, if the 
named Rep does not attend, s/he would 
still receive all documentation and there 
would be effective communication between 
the Rep and the attending member. 
 
Star Wars and anti-terrorist legislation:  
Friends agreed that the proposed anti-
terrorist legislation brought to the fore the 
privilege of our Quaker reputation, which 
protects us from the risks other groups 
might face.  Our concern has been and 
continues to be stewardship, which 
overrides any such government action. 
 
BMD [I presume bombs or weapons of mass 
destruction? -  Ed] is seen as "weaponizing 
space."  If Canada does not support BMD, 
Canada may need to leave NORAD, a move 
that some Friends support. 

The Earth Charter:  While Friends value the 
work that has gone into the development of 
the Earth Charter, which includes many 
elements we support, we are not ready to 
endorse this document without significant 
discussion.  We ask Program Committee to 
arrange a time in the Fall to discuss the 
Earth Charter.   [See also reference to this 
in Wolfville MM May 21, and NBMM June 
15.] 
 
Representative Meeting, May 2003:  We 
have no objection to the use of the Yearly 
Meeting Meetinghouse Fund to offset cash-
flow problems in the General Fund; we 
encourage Friends to consider monthly 
donations by members to CYM through pre-
arranged bank transfers.  The full minutes 
of Rep Meeting will be printed in 
"Documents for Canadian Yearly Meeting 
2003."  [See reference to this in Wolfville 
MM May 21.] 
 
Membership:  Mel Earley has applied for 
membership in the Religious Society of 
Friends.  (Nancy) Lin Scott has requested 
that her membership be terminated.  Giles 
Osborne has also requested release from 
membership. 
 
Delegates to CYM:  Alleson Kase and Paige 
Kennedy have been named. 
 
Wolfville Monthly Meeting 
Summary of minutes of April 16, 2003, at 
home of Clerk Marilyn Manzer.  5 Friends 
present; 2 regrets.   
 
• CYM Nominations:  We nominate Carol 

Bradley to Program Committee, as 
Eastern representative. 

• Ministry & Counsel Report:  M&C is 
exploring the possibility of a full-day 
workshop on the "Foundations of Faith" 
chapter of our Canadian Faith & Practice.  
Attenders and Members have been 
examining what is the basis of our Quaker 
faith. 

• Invitation: Wolfville United Church 
(Native Concerns):  Wolfville United 
Church invited our Monthly Meeting to 
join their potluck supper and screening of 



Atlantic Friends’ Newsletter, July/August 2003  Page 8 
 

a film on April 27.  The new film, "Is the 
Crown at War with Us?," documents the 
fisheries dispute at Esgenoopetij (Burnt 
Church Reserve).  Some members of this 
First Nation community planned to be in 
attendance, and join in reflection and 
discussion after the film.  A free-will 
offering would assist the community with 
legal expenses.   

• Outreach Committee:  Wolfville MM has 
been active in outreach, with distribution 
of brochures and business cards in places 
where they will be welcomed and seen. 

• Wolfville Area Interchurch Council:  
Interchurch activities of WMM include 
Atlantic Ecumenical Council Annual 
Meeting, to which Bruce Dienes is the 
WAICC delegate, and Carol Bradley a 
contributor to their "Messenger" 
newsletter.  WMM joined Wolfville Baptist 
Church on a Good Friday service and 
"Cross Walk". 

• CYM: Role of Clerks:  We believe that, for 
Canadian Yearly Meeting to be able to 
adequately support its Clerks, and Clerks 
of Standing Committees, and for persons 
to be able to take on these positions, the 
General Secretary position needs to be 
filled. 

• OTESHA Project:  The project on 
environmental education for youth 
involves a cross-Canada bicycle tour by 
two young women, one being Jocelyn 
Land, daughter of Ottawa Friend Peggy 
Land.  They will be passing through the 
Maritimes in August/September.  As they 
will not be traveling to the Valley or to 
Halifax, it appears that WMM will be 
unable to help.  Carol Bradley will refer 
them to contact persons in NBMM. 

 
Wolfville Monthly Meeting 
Summary of minutes of May 21, 2003, at 
home of the Clerk.  6 Friends present. 
 
• Memorial:  A Memorial Meeting for 

Member Kathryne "Kay" Cameron, who 
died on March 24, 2003, was held at the 
Manning Memorial Chapel, Acadia 
Campus, on April 19 at 3:00 p.m., with a 
reception afterwards.  It was a 
celebration of her life, and we were very 
pleased with its Quaker format. 

• Representative Meeting:  We will put the 
topic of CYM's budget and requirements 
for 2004 on our Meeting for Worship for 

Business agenda in Sept. or Oct., as there 
was concern about the continuing deficit.  
We believe strongly that the CYM Meeting 
House Fund should remain intact for its 
stated original purpose. 

• Home Mission & Advancement Committee 
(HMAC):  Bruce will bring information to 
the June Meeting, from HMAC, on the 
printing issues around Canadian Friend. 

• Spiritual Journeys Group:  After 8 
meetings and an evaluation, the Spiritual 
Journeys Group has laid itself down in its 
present format.  Anyone wishing to 
become more familiar with the worship-
sharing process is asked to contact 
Ministry & Counsel (M&C) prior to 
attending. 

• Outreach:  We will put our notice on the 
Town of Wolfville website, and in 2004 in 
the Wolfville Community Guide. 

• Kedge Camping Weekend:  The site is 
booked for July 5 and 6. 

• Quaker Environmental Action Network 
(QEAN): Earth Charter Endorsement:  
Members and Attenders are asked to 
study the <earthcharter.org> website 
with a view to a study group on 
endorsement at the MM and CYM levels, 
and implications for individual actions, 
for which people are referred to the 
Quaker testimonies on Simplicity and 
Sustainability, as well as practical sources 
such as 
<DavidSuzuki.org/earthchallenge>. 

• Delegates to Yearly Meeting:  Barbara 
Aikman and Marilyn Manzer will be WMM 
delegates. 

 
New Brunswick Monthly Meeting 
Summary of minutes of May 4, 2003, in E. 
Casey Hall, STU.  4 Friends present; 1 
regret.   
 
• Representative Monthly Meeting:  

Although it was minuted that we had not 
received a response to our suggestion 
that all three Atlantic MMs share one rep. 
to Representative MM on a rotating basis, 
one response did come in on May 22 from 
Clerk of Wolfville MM:     

"We are not in favour of this at this 
time.  We think it is important for 
each MM to be represented at these 
CYM business meetings.  We thought 
that before eliminating 
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representation from a MM, we 
should try to reduce costs by 
eliminating more than one rep. 
from a MM, which happens when 
there is someone from a Yearly 
Meeting committee plus a delegate 
from the same MM.  We look 
forward to further discussion about 
this, however, and would like to 
hear from Halifax Meeting." 

• Atlantic Friends Gathering:  We made 
plans for the AFG at Camp Ta-Wa-Si.  
$100 deposit for the site was reimbursed 
by our Treasurer, programmers were 
volunteering, and we decided to donate 
water colour art supplies left over from 
the Youth Weekend in March to AFG 
programs. 

• Transfer of Membership:  Bill and Dana 
Thurlow's Certificate of Removal (transfer 
of membership) from NBMM to Halifax MM 
was forwarded to the Thurlows on April 
1, 2003. 

• CYM Ecumenical Committee:  We 
approved the nomination of Lesley Read 
to CYM Ecumenical Committee. 

 
New Brunswick Monthly Meeting 
Summary of minutes of June 15, 2003, in E. 
Casey Hall, STU.  9 people present. 
• Summer Meetings:  June 15 was the last 

MM before resuming in September.  A 
series of summer visitation meetings was 
set up by Martha McClure, to rotate 
among different worship groups of NBMM, 
using last-year's model.  So far, our 
schedule is:  June 22 at Marilyn & Harry 
Roper's in Houlton, Me.  July 13 at 
Hendrien Kippers' in Saint John, July 20 
at Maria Recchia's in St. Andrews, Aug. 3 
on PEI, TBA, late Aug. in Sackville, TBA.  
Contact Martha for updating and 
directions. 

• Conference Calls:  A committee is 
studying the feasibility of establishing a 
conference call system, to enable 
Worship Groups to join Monthly Meetings 
without the prohibitive weather 
conditions of the winter. 

• Shared representation for Atlantic Friends 
at Rep Meeting of CYM:  We considered 
Wolfville's response to our suggestion 
(quoted in NBMM minutes of May 4), and 
minutes of HMM June 3 in this paper. 

• Argenta Press predicament:  HMAC has 
brought up the suggestion of having 
Canadian Friend and Canadian Quaker 
Pamphlet Series printed by another, 
cheaper press than Argenta Press.  We 
will write HMAC, c/o Bert Horwood, that 
we support the Argenta community for 
doing the printings and will ask him for 
information in order to study the subject.  
We appreciate the work Argenta Press 
has done and feel the community, which 
is centered around the Press, should be 
supported.  HMAC is also searching for 
another MM to edit the Pamphlet Series. 

• Earth Charter of  QEAN endorsement:  A 
document was presented, explaining 
efforts of QEAN to secure a commitment 
to biological diversity by the UN.  (See 
WMM minutes of May 21.)   

PEI Worship Group of NBMM 

from Daphne Davey   
In early May we held Meeting three times in 
a room in the Sisters of St. Martha convent 
in Charlottetown, with a view to trying a 
space (it was excellent--just made for 
Friends!) for possible use next winter when 
traveling is difficult for many. 
 
Although our numbers are extremely low 
(Meeting this winter ranged from one to 
four people on any given Sunday), the 
group is strongly established.  We continue 
to bring ideas onto the table which will 
enable us to increase our numbers, while at 
the same time remaining a stable group in 
terms of Quakerly conduct of worship and 
business.  The problem we have had in the 
past number of months is that, with low 
attendance, and different combinations of 
people attending, making decisions on 
business matters … is tricky.  We are almost 
all on email, however, so we do keep in 
reasonably easy touch. 
 

Halifax MM Summer Schedule 
• June 29: Meeting for Worship 11am, 

potluck noon.  At home of John & 
Valerie, Osborne, 5 Blink Bonnie Terr., 
Dartmouth.  461-0702. 

• July 6: M4W 11am, potluck noon.  At 
home of Charles & Heather Brown, 135 
Village Rd., Herring Cove, Hfx.  477-4069. 
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• July 13: Potluck 5:30, M4W 7pm.  At 
home of Atze & Corrie Douma, 22 Lorne 
Ave., Dartmouth.  463-3498. 

• July 20: Potluck 5:30, M4W 7pm.  At 
home of Sharon MacDonald, 6178 Windsor 
Terr., Hfx.  453-1929. 

• July 27: M4W 11am, potluck noon.  At 
home of Barry & Anne Thomas, Tangier. 
772-2590. 

• Aug. 3: M4W 11am, potluck noon.  At 
home of Helen & Bill Zebedee, 104 
Newcastle St., #6, Dartmouth.  463-9100.  
(Stairs involved for access.) 

• Aug. 10: M4W 11am, potluck noon.  At 
home of Marguerite Overington, 600 E. 
Chezzetcook Rd., Head of Chezzetcook.  
827-7010. 

• Aug. 17: M4W 11am, potluck noon.  At 
home of Alleson Kase, 61 Battery Dr., 
Hfx.  446-5182. 

• Aug. 24: M4W 11am, potluck noon.  At 
home of Donna Smyth & Gillian Thomas, 
Ellershouse.  757-3855. 

• Aug. 31: M4W 11am, potluck noon.  At 
home of Chris Richards & Martha Lee, 
3636 Lynch St.  453-6540. 

 
For directions, phone either Valerie Osborne 
at 461-0702, or the hosts. 

Swords into Ploughshares, or Land 
Mines into Toys 
from Christian Science Monitor/Monitor 
World, June 6 
 
In the Eastern Ukraine town of Donetsk, 
"for the locally competitive sum of $100 a 
month, Yulia Lednova removes the 
detonators from land mines--the first step 
in recycling the weapons into plastic 
pelicans and other toys for children. 
"Her work is part of a NATO-sponsored 
demilitarization pilot project that officials 
say could become the biggest arms-
destruction project in the world. 
 
"'I start work each day with the next row of 
land mines,' says Ms. Lednova, blushing 
shyly as she explains her job.  'I can feel 
the menace and evil in them.' 
 

"Putting the mines inside a protective box, 
she operates a mechanism that pulls out 
the detonator.  'Each mine I pick up is one 
less mine that might kill or disable 
someone,' she says.  'It feels good to be 
doing something useful and positive.' 
 
"Last summer, Lednova and 39 other 
employees of the Donetsk State Chemical 
Plant were told they had one year to 
dismantle 400,000 land mines and recycle 
the materials for civilian purposes.  The 
technicians devised a way to refine the 
plastic mine casings into plastic pelicans 
and sandbox-tool sets, most of which have 
been donated to a local orphanage. 
"Financed with an $800,000 grant from 
Germany, Greece, and Turkey, the mines-
to-toys pilot project will assess Ukraine's 
will and technical ability to destroy is own 
arsenals of arms and munitions." 
 
The director of NATO Information in Kiev 
says that the project, funded through the 
Partnership for Peace Trust Fund, "is 
potentially the biggest armament-
destruction program in the world." 
 
"The Ukrainian government recently signed 
the International Land Mine Ban, which, 
once it is ratified by Parliament, will 
compel the country to dispose of its 
stockpiles. 
 
The chief engineer of the Donetsk plant 
says, "We would be happy to destroy land 
mines from other countries. … "We want to 
work and we are good at what we do. … 
Perhaps someday we will be allowed to 
dismantle Russian or even American mines."  
 


