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Editor's Comments 
 
An exciting announcement just came in from 
FCNL (Friends Committee on National 
Legislation).  President Bush's request for 
enormous supplemental appropriations to 
continue the war in Iraq has been defeated! 
The letter states, among other things, that, as 
a direct result of grassroots actions generated 
by FCNL, a senator's amendment to the 
supplemental funding bill states that it is "the 
sense of Congress that the US should not 
establish permanent military bases in Iraq, and 
that the US should not exercise control over 
Iraq's natural resources. 
 
"The language mirrors FCNL's Sensible 
Transition to Enduring Peace (STEP)  
 
Resolution and signals a change in the direction 
of US policy in Iraq."  In May, the letter reads, 
"the full Senate approved the amendment!  
This is a huge milestone in the turning of US 
policy toward Iraq."                             em 

 

Notices 
 
Camp NeeKauNis Bursary 
 
There is still a bursary available to attend 
Camp NeeKauNis this summer.  This is a rustic 
Quaker summer camp on Georgian Bay, north 
of Toronto, with different programs for 
children, adults, and families.  If you are 
interested, please let the Clerk of your Monthly 
Meeting know asap. 

 
Canadian Yearly Meeting 2007 
 
Canadian Yearly Meeting 2007 will be held at 
Kings’ Edgehill School in Windsor, Nova Scotia.  
 

 
Atlantic Friends 

Gathering May 2006 
 
Notes from Daphne Davey 
Atlantic Friends Gathering this year at Camp 
Ta-Wa-Si was imbued with a special, deep 
current of caring throughout the weekend as 
Friends felt drawn together by the unexpected 
discovery on Friday evening of Rod Travis, the 
camp caretaker, who died suddenly while 
tidying up before he left for home. It was his 
72nd birthday. Friends immediately went into 
worship, during which we were told how Rod 
made the care of the camp his vocation. We 
saw the evidence of his love for the camp all 
around us in the well-kept grounds and 
buildings, and in the concern he showed to the 
Friends who arrived early to open up the camp 
that all should be in good order for our 
gathering.  
(Note see also the last page of this Newsletter.) 
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We continued with our traditional combination 
of worship, workshops, play, free time, and 
meal sharing. The weather was kind, the 
setting was lovely, and the intergenerational 
mix from children to seniors brought richness 
and variety to our fellowship. We discussed 
environmental issues, death and dying, many 
aspects of spirituality, and the work of CYM's 
Consultation and Renewal Committee, among 
others. A selection of books from the Quaker 
Book Service was available for purchase, and 
family night rose, as usual, to happy heights of 
hilarity.  

Rod's spirit stayed with us through the 
weekend, and we left behind for forwarding to 
his family a collection of personal messages 
from the Quakers who benefited from his love 
and care of the camp facilities, and a donation 
to the charity of the family's choice.  

Postscript: While sharing a ride in a friend's car 
back home after the weekend, when the 
conversation turned to several unexpected 
deaths in the community, I could not help 
sharing this AFG experience, since it was so 
fresh on my mind. The moment I mentioned 
Camp Ta-Wa-Si, she exclaimed, "Rod Travis! I 
heard of his death from my parents [in Nova 
Scotia]. I went to the camp as a kid many 
times, and we were all shocked to hear of Rod's 
death. He was such a lovely man, and made the 
camp his life's work." She told me that, not only 
did Rod pass away on his birthday, but she had 
learned that for the first time all his children 
and grandchildren had come home to help him 
celebrate. How strange and wonderful is the 
Hand that Guides, that these loved ones should 
be brought together to celebrate, and then to 
support, at this special double event in his life.  

Group sharing on the theme of the weekend, 
"The River of Ideas." 
The gathering divided into five groups, each 
with a different topic to share on 
ideas, experiences, actions: 
a) Maida Follini led a group on: explaining God, 
the divine, the spirit 
b) Martha McClure: inspiration, intuition 
c) Syd Paschen: ecological advances, e.g. 
hybrid buses, wind power 
d) Daphne Davey: death and transition 
e) Linda Foy: trying to see that of God in all. 
Later, the leaders of these groups presented 
summaries of the sessions. 

Family Night was MC'd by Michael Miller, who 
played an improvisation on the letters A-F-G on 
a little electric piano.  Vince Zelazny led a 
vocal warm-up on the word, Signore.  Daphne 
Davey and volunteer children presented a "Fox 
and Cats" pantomime.  Phoebe Marmura-Brown, 
Ella & Lucy Miller, and Jeff Brown presented 
"Peaceful Punks."  The Kids Program Plus did a 
song, "Marilyn's Pants" with some audience 
participation.  Edith Miller and Sandy Zelazny 
read poems.  Ariana's husband Andy directed 
the Fredericton Gang comprised of many 
instruments, conventional and improvised, in a 
"Quaker Rap".  Several guitarists played: Allison 
Dunn Follini, Peter Earley, Adam Deven, and 
Vince and Jeff.  Justine Caudill demonstrated 
the talents of her beloved Rhodesian Ridgeback 
dog, Lucy. 

Consultation & Renewal Working Group 

Marilyn Manzer and Michael Miller reported on 
the activities of the CnR group and led a lively 
discussion on the gathering's views.  Results will 
be reported in the next issue of the Newsletter. 

Personals 
Daphne Davey recently returned from the 
Editors' Association of Canada annual 
conference in Vancouver. While there, she was 
able to visit the Dr. Inazo Nitobe Memorial 
Gardens on the UBC campus. Dr. Nitobe was 
the Japanese Quaker who is the subject of 
CQPS #41. Daphne took a copy of that 
pamphlet with her, and the gatekeeper was 
most interested in it and plans to order a copy. 
On her way home, Daphne also took in the 
annual conference of the Indexing and 
Abstracting Society of Canada in Toronto, 
where she met Ruth Pincoe (Toronto MM). 
Daphne and Ruth are members of both 
professional associations, so they made time 
for a professional chat with a decidedly Quaker 
flavour! 

The Nasr sisters:  Ariana has moved back to 
Wolfville from Switzerland with her husband, 
Andy.  They are busy making music, performing 
a recording, constructing websites and 
computer software, and settling in for the long 
term. 
Sara has completed her first year in the Fine 
Arts Faculty at York University in Toronto, 
specializing in culture studies and music.  She 
is spending the summer in India to further this 
study. 
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Kamila toured South America January-March 
and has been accepted to study sound design at 
the Vancouver Film School, an intensive one-
year course that began in June.  She plans to 
live at first with cousin Karl Manzer and his 
wife, Aliki. 

 
In Memoriam 
Our long-time Friend from New England, 
Margaret Douglas, died in May.  She and David 
attended New England-Atlantic Friends 
Gatherings for many years, driving from their 
home on Cape Cod and their Meeting which is 
the oldest Friends Meeting in North America.  
We hope David will continue to join us at our 
gatherings. 

 
 

Monthly Meeting 
Reports 

 
Halifax Monthly Meeting 
Excerpts of Minutes of Halifax Friends Meeting 
for Business on June 4, 2006  

Regarding abuse protocol, Halifax Friends 
Meeting approved the "Creating a Safe Faith 
Community" document. It will be publicized on 
the Meeting's web page and be available from 
the library. A leaflet will be published based on 
the text of the document, intended primarily 
for children. The document will be shared with 
Continuing Meeting of Ministry & Counsel and 
with the ad-hoc committee examining Yearly 
Meeting policy.  

We agreed to support the candidate(s) put 
forward by the Atlantic Friends Communication 
Committee for a bursary for Camp NeeKauNis. 
Young Friends have to be made aware that the 
bursary only covers travel cost. 

We have sent in for Kerry Gill's project on 
present Quakers' biographies of Muriel 
Duckworth, Sylvia Mangalam and Betty 
Peterson, to be displayed at the Norwich and 
District Museum.  

A successful concert was held by Clearing by 
Noon to benefit the Halifax Peace Coalition and 
the Halifax Voice of Women.  

The unveiling of the framed tapestry photo 
which we had received from Milford Haven 
Friends (UK) will take place on July 2 after 
Meeting for Worship.  

Anne Thomas has been asked for a third year to 
give a training workshop to summer staff of the 
Quaker Whaler House in Dartmouth.  

An interfaith service in conjunction with Gay 
Pride Week will take place on July 22. Roger 
Davies is named as the contact person to 
organize a Quaker contingent to participate in 
the Gay Pride March. Roger can be reached at 
(902) 457-4351 .  

The Face of Poverty Consultation conducted a 
workshop on Poverty at the Atlantic Ecumenical 
Council for their annual meeting on May 6. The 
exercise of playing the Poverty Game gave 
everyone some insight into the frustrations and 
hopelessness of people on Social Assistance.  

Paige Kennedy and Sara AvMaat were approved 
as delegates to Yearly Meeting.  

In light of our historic testimony against 
gambling, the meeting supported the initiative 
of the Inter-Faith Council on the abolition of 
Video Lottery Terminals in Nova Scotia in the 
context of the provincial election.  

The meeting approved Finance Committee 
report which suggested that we increase our 
contribution for 2006 to Yearly Meeting by 
$500. The increase will become permanent if 
we do not have a deficit at the end of this 
fiscal year. If, however, we do have a deficit, 
Finance Committee will review the overall 
budget with an eye to reducing the CYM 
contribution to something we can afford 
without going into a deficit.  

Requests for assistance to attend CYM should 
be received by the clerk of Finance Committee 
by June 15th. Finance Committee has designed 
a form to be filled out by the applicant. CYM 
requires a Minute of support from the Monthly 
Meeting in order to consider a financial request 
for assistance.  

The Adult Religious Education Committee held 
4 discussions: Sharing the Spirit, Friends History 
and Belief, Our Changing Relationship to the 
Bible, and the Peace Testimony. About 20 - 25 
Friends attended the discussions.  

We received with thanks Paige Kennedy's report 
on Representative Meeting of May 5-7 in 
Toronto.  
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Annapolis Valley  
Monthly Meeting 

Excerpts from May 24, 2006, Meeting for 
Worship for Business, 53 Pleasant St., Wolfville, 
NS.  6 were present. 

Treasurer's Report:  The Meeting approved that 
a balance of $5000 be maintained in the 
Annapolis Valley Monthly Meeting (AVMM) 
accounts as a Contingency Fund in order to 
enable ongoing operations in any emergencies. 

Delegates to Yearly Meeting:  Carol, Marilyn, 
Barbara, will be attending Canadian Yearly 
Meeting (CYM) in Winnipeg.  Marilyn and 
Barbara were approved as Delegates.  

Travel Funds to CYM:  It was agreed that the 
maximum amount of our support for attenders 
to CYM would be $700, to be divided as agreed 
by those going to CYM.   

Representative Meeting: Marilyn reported that 
CYM is operating with both increased 
expenditures and decreased donations. 

Ideas of how to increase the income and reduce 
the expenses will be brought forward at next 
MM.  AVMM’s increase of their contribution by 
25% was seen as an inspiration. 

At the request of Canadian Yearly Meeting, we 
will send the notification of births, deaths, 
adoptions that have occurred between August 
2005 and August 2006 with our delegates to 
Yearly Meeting.  The communication of these 
events must be in keeping with the Privacy 
Legislation of the province.   Penni will 
research this legislation.   

Meeting for Worship Location:  It has been 
noted that the new location at Greenwich also 
has environmental issues for a number of 
members/attenders. The Co-op Funeral Home 
in Coldbrook is being tentatively explored.  We 
ask people to think of other possibilities 

Wolfville Area Inter - Church Council (WAICC):  
Bruce attended the Atlantic Heads of Church 
Meeting in Halifax. Penni attended the Atlantic 
Ecumenical Conference (AEC).  A Minute was 
passed by AEC supporting local groups 
committed to working on eradicating hunger 
and poverty.   

Penni attended the WAICC Annual General 
Meeting. L’Arch Community was welcomed as a 
member to WAICC, and the constitution was 

ratified as amended, including a change from 
membership being open to “Christian” groups, 
to “Faith communities”. 

Food Bank:  We support WAICC's investigating 
the possibility of a food bank in Wolfville. If a 
decision is made to proceed with a food bank, 
we ask that mechanisms be established to 
ensure that people in need be treated with 
respect.      

Annapolis Valley  
Monthly Meeting 

Excerpts from Minutes of M4W4B June 21, 2006, 
Canan, NS.  6 were present. 

The Religious Education Committee report was 
read. It was noted that it was important to the 
life of the Meeting to hold Religious Education 
events, regardless of Canadian Yearly Meeting 
Local Arrangements Committee commitments.  
Religious Education will take this under 
advisement. 

Wolfville Area Inter-Church Council:  Continued 
work on opposing Video Lottery Terminals is 
underway.  Discussion on the proposed food 
bank continues.    

Meeting will appoint the Nominating 
Committee for 2006-2007 at July's Meeting for 
Worship for Business.  

An Epistle with the Minute below from Langley 
Hill Friends Meeting in Virginia was sent with a 
request that we honour the memory of Tom 
Fox, who was a member of their Meeting.  It 
was agreed that Penni would draft a letter to 
send to the appropriate Canadian government 
representative to bring to July's meeting.  

Langley Hill Meeting of the Religious Society of 
Friends will sponsor visit to Members of 
Congress representing our membership to ask 
them to: 

" - Work to have Coalition Forces in Iraq release 
the names and locations of all detainees in 
their custody and to inform those in detention 
of the charges against them. 

" - Work to allow visitation by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross/Red Crescent with 
all prisoners in Coalition detention sites. 

"The Meeting will urge all U.S. Quakers to 
communicate personally with their Members of 
Congress for the same purpose.  
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"The Meeting will also ask the Iraqi Government 
to extend these same rights to those being held 
by them. 

"In communicating with others, we should 
emphasize the spiritual basis of our concern, 
and communicate with empathy for families 
who do not know the whereabouts or safety of 
their loved ones.  This action helps us continue 
the work of Tom Fox.” 

There will be a Young Quakes FGC conference 
in October 6 – 9, 2006, in Little Rock Arkansas.   

New Brunswick MM 
Excerpts of Minutes of April 2 were included in 
last issue.  The following is the letter to the 
Federal Minister of Indian Affairs referred to in 
that report. 

Jim Prentice 
Minister of Indian Affairs and 
 Northern Development 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0A6 May 10, 2006 

Dear Jim Prentice: 

We of the New Brunswick Monthly Meeting of 
the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) are 
writing to share with you our strong concern 
regarding the historical treatment of First 
Nations people in Canada. We see an 
opportunity now, with a new federal 
government in place, to redress unresolved 
issues that have plagued government and 
societal relationships with aboriginal people 
across the country for far too long. 

The history of the Quakers in Canada and 
elsewhere attests to our long-standing and 
ongoing concern for the right treatment of 
native peoples. Yet we note with dismay that 
the problems facing aboriginal people in 
Canada today have remained unresolved and 
continue unabated, especially relating to living 
conditions, treaty rights; land claims; and the 
legacy of residential schools. 

We believe that, in order to improve conditions 
for aboriginal people and to do so as fast as 
possible, a significant shift in approach is 
needed. For this reason, we are enclosing a 
copy of Canadian Quaker Pamphlet Series #54, 
“The Never Broken Treaty?: Quaker Witness 
and Testimony on Aboriginal Title and Rights: 
What Canst Thou Say?” by Sarah Chandler, 

which represents the written text of the 
Sunderland P. Gardner lecture that she 
delivered in 2001 to the Canadian Yearly 
Meeting of Quakers. 

Sarah Chandler has devoted many years to the 
cause of native peoples in Canada and 
internationally. We highly recommend this 
pamphlet to you as providing a Quaker 
perspective, as well as encompassing a critical 
review of Canada’s role both domestically and 
internationally. We would also draw your 
attention to page 45, in which the author 
quotes from the report of the Royal 
Commission on Aboriginal Peoples (1996) that 
lists “four false assumptions which underlay 
Canada’s policies which took shape in the form 
of the Indian Act, residential schools, 
relocations and relocations for development.” 
These assumptions are: 

 “That Aboriginal People were inherently 
inferior and incapable of governing themselves; 

That treaties and other agreements were, by 
and large, not covenants of trust and obligation 
but devices of statecraft, less expensive and 
more acceptable than armed conflict. Treaties 
were seen as a form of bureaucratic 
memorandum of understanding, to be 
acknowledged formally but ignored frequently; 

That wardship was appropriate for Aboriginal 
Peoples, so that actions deemed to be for their 
benefit could be taken without their consent or 
their involvement in design or implementation; 

That concept of development, whether for the 
individual or the community, could be defined 
by non-Aboriginal values alone. This assumption 
held whether progress was seen as Aboriginal 
People being civilized and assimilated or, in 
later times, as resource development and 
environmental exploitation.” 

Sarah Chandler continues: “In my work with 
Aboriginal Peoples’ issues, it appears to me, 
and the Royal Commission on Aboriginal 
Peoples report observes, that these 
assumptions continue to influence the 
institutions that engage in Aboriginal policy 
decision-making.” We note that a decade has 
now passed since the Commission’s report was 
published, so 2006 represents a milestone year 
for following up on its recommendations. We 
believe this pamphlet would serve as an 
excellent background document in support of 
your government’s efforts in this area. 
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We therefore ask the Government of Canada to 
consider the document enclosed, and to take 
note of the false assumptions highlighted by 
the Commission as pitfalls to be avoided when 
developing programs and conducting 
negotiations with aboriginal people. We seek 
from you the assurance that your government 
will take an approach based on principles that 
uphold aboriginal people as deserving of the 
rights and standard of living that all Canadians 
expect for themselves. 

In friendship, 
Martha McClure 
Clerk, New Brunswick Monthly Meeting 
22 Hollybrook St., Fredericton, NB  E3A 4N7 
 
Cc’d with pamphlet encl.:  
Marc Lemay, MP, Jean Crowder, MP, Bloc 
Québécois Critic, NDP Aboriginal Critic, Affaires 
indiennes et du Nord canadien, House of 
Commons, Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6 ,Anita Neville, 
MP, Phil Fontaine, Liberal Indian Affairs Critic, 
National Chief, House of Commons, Assembly of 
First Nations, Ottawa 
 
No letter but sent to: 
Sarah Chandler 
PO Box 1389 
Lillooet, BC 
V0K 1V0 
 
Beverly Shepard 
Clerk, Canadian Yearly Meeting 
374 Philip Place 
Ancaster, ON 
L9G 3G8 
 
Jennifer Preston Howe 
Programme Coordinator 
Quaker Aboriginal Affairs Committee 
Canadian Friends Service Committee 
60 Lowther Avenue Toronto, Ontario 
M5R 1C7  
 
Kairos 
Maritime region – ARC committee 
(address still to be obtained) 
 
[PS from Daphne: Can anyone supply a 
*reliable* contact name/tel/email for ARC-
Maritimes? No luck so far.] 
 

New Brunswick MM 
Excerpts of Minutes of Meeting for Worship for 
Business June 18, 2006, at St. Thomas 
University.  9 were present. 

The clearness committee for the Syd Paschen 
and Justine Caudill Quaker wedding has not 
completed its work yet, so will report to a 
future meeting. 

We received the following report of the 
committee for clearness considering the 
application for membership by Stephen 
Pidwisocky and Dawne Clarke: 

“The Clearness Committee has read the letters 
of application for membership in the Society of 
Friends by Stephen Jon Pidwysocky and Dawne 
Clarke, and met with them at their home in 
Fredericton on May 3, 2006, 1 pm -3:30 pm.  
Guided by this interview, their application 
letters and our personal knowledge of them as 
attenders and friends, the Clearness 
Committee joyfully recommends that both 
Dawne and Stephen be accepted as Members by 
New Brunswick Monthly Meeting without 
reservation.  Members of the Clearness 
Committee: Doris Calder, Jim McLaughlin-
Butler, Michael R. Miller, June 2006”    

The report recommends Stephen and Dawne be 
accepted into membership “without 
reservation”.  New Brunswick Monthly Meeting 
accepts Stephen and Dawne into membership 
with joy and thankfulness.  Their inspiring 
letters of application are appended at the end 
of the minutes. 

We received the following minute of the 
committee for clearness considering the 
application of Jim McLaughlin-Butler as a 
Quaker Chaplain:   

“We, John Calder, Jane Robertson, and Lesley 
Read, met with Jim Butler on May 19, 2006 in 
Sackville, NB to discern his call to be a Quaker 
Chaplain.   

We recognize that Jim has already served as a 
Hospital Chaplain for many years, and, since 
becoming a Member of the Religious Society of 
Friends, is seeking ways to integrate his faith 
community with his gift of Chaplaincy.  We 
affirm him in this important work and we 
recommend that the New Brunswick Monthly 
Meeting establish a Committee of Care to meet 
with Jim on an ongoing basis in order to 
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nurture his Chaplaincy and his spiritual 
journey.   

We further hope that the Monthly Meeting can 
find other resources in the wider family of 
Friends to help Jim. 

We recommend that the Canadian Yearly 
Meeting recognize the unique circumstances 
presented by this situation and adjust the 
process accordingly.” 

New Brunswick Monthly Meeting recognizes 
Jim’s gifts and experience of chaplaincy at the 
Saint John Regional Hospital.  We do not 
hesitate to ask Canadian Yearly Meeting to 
consider naming Jim as a Quaker Chaplain. 

John Calder, Jim McLaughlin-Butler, and Maida 
Follini have been nominated to serve the 
Meeting as clerk, recording clerk, and 
treasurer.  The Meeting approves these names, 
with thanks and thankfulness, and all three 
people have agreed to serve for a three-year 
term beginning September 2006.  

We anticipate that no members or attenders of 
NBMM are able to attend CYM in Winnipeg in 
August, for several reasons.  We ask the clerk 
to send a note to the clerk of CYM expressing 
our regrets that none of us is able to attend.  
We will be holding the Meeting in the light.  

We have received a letter from Marilee Reimer 
requesting a clearness committee to consider 
her application for membership in the Religious 
Society of Friends.  Martha McClure and John 
Calder have agreed to be on the committee, 
and we ask John McKendy to join, subject to 
consent.  We look forward to hearing the 
report from the clearness committee in 
September. 

Jim Butler reported on the spring 
representative meeting that was held in 
Toronto in May.  

After a brief discussion on the applications of 
Stephen Pidsysocky and Dawne Clarke to 
become members of NBMM, the Meeting 
welcomed Stephen and Dawne into New 
Brunswick Meeting. 

The Clerk has received a membership 
application from Marilee Reimer. 

Jim Butler gave a report from Representative 
Meeting he attended in Toronto. 

The Meeting approves of Jim Butler's 
application to be a Quaker chaplain.  Jim has 

been providing pastoral care in Saint John 
Regional Hospital for a number of years before 
and after his membership in NBMM.  The 
minute will go to CYM. 

No delegates from NBMM will be attending CYM 
this year. 

The terms of the Clerk, Recording Clerk, and 
Treasurer will be ending in September, when 
new Friends will start a new 3-year term. 

 
 
We tell stories because they fill the silence 
death imposes. We tell stories because they 
save us. 
 

James Carroll, in Notre Dame Magazine 
(Autumn 2001) 

 
 
 
Late Addition to the Newsletter : 
 
We received the following card of thanks 
from Dorothy Travis and family : 
 
Thanks for your donation to Camp Ta-Wa-Si in 
Rod’s honour. 
 
We are especially thankful for your prayers and 
surely felt the strength of so many who held us 
in those next days. We had an overwhelming 
support for his Funeral / Memorial Service on 
Monday evening. 
 
What a wonderful gift your letters were – and 
continue to be – to our family. It meant so 
much to us to hear from those who spent time 
with Rod on Friday the 19th. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dorothy Travis and family 


