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Editor’s Comments

I have been neglecting to give a deadline for
submission of material for this Newsletter. The 3rd
week of the month preceding the next issue is
sufficient if it is sent by email— like Aug. 21 for
Sept.-Oct.; and mid-month like Aug. 15, if sent by
post or phone. This leaves me time to complete the
work and send it on to Daphne and Bruce.
Next issue will contain information on John
McKendy’s trip to Burundi on the African Great
Lakes Initiative programme. He left June 20 for 6
weeks.

E.M.

Atlantic Meeting for
Common Concerns 2008
This meeting will be held on Saturday, September
13, United Church, Sackville, NB. Church is at the 4
corners of the center of Sackville.. We will meet
from 10:00 a.m. Atlantic Time (AT) till 3:00 p.m.
Bring potluck for lunch.

Communications Committee reps are: Mel Earley,
Halifax MM, Carol Bradley, Annapolis Valley MM, and
Edith Miller, New Brunswick MM.

New England-Atlantic
Friends Gathering
Thanksgiving Weekend
2008

The NE-AFG will be held weekend of October 10-13
at Green Hill Lake Camp, about half an hour west of
Fredericton centre. Details to come in next issue

Edith Miller, Editor
Format of Notices, Personals, Outreach, Monthly Meeting Minutes,
Articles, Comments.
Send material to: 448 Golf Club Rd., Fredericton, NB, E3B 5Z7; (506)
454-5882;
memiller@rogers.com

Daphne Davey, Distribution
Send both postal and e-mail address changes to: PO Box 299, Cornwall,
PEI, C0A 1H0;
(902) 675-3501; fax (902) 675-2533
ddavey@eastlink.ca [Note new email address]

Bruce Dienes, Webminder
Atlantic Friends website
http://atlantic.quaker.ca
webminder@atlantic.quaker.ca



Review of Atlantic Friends
Gathering May 16-19, 2008
Comments from Daphne Davey
“I attended one day of Atlantic Friends Gathering in
May. It was great to meet so many long-standing
Friends from around the Atlantic, especially the
Dankwa family from Newfoundland (Kweku,
Margaret, and I’m sorry I didn’t get the childrens’
names). When I was serving on HMAC (Home Mission
& Advancement Committee), I often wondered
about this isolated Friend family on our list. It was
such a treat to meet them in person finally.”

Comments from your Editor
It’s been a long time since Newfoundland Friends
have made the trip to AFG. Not only did Nathalie
Brunet come from St. John’s but the Dankwas, who
live in the small town of St. Anthony, quite far from
St. John’s or Gander. Their 4 children, from 9 to
16, played very nicely together and, in mid-
weekend when joined by Isaac and Ella Miller, 8 and
11 (Michael & Edith’s grandchildren). Vince Zelazny
and Paige Kennedy did a children’s program with
them.

Although rain precluded much outdoor activity and
it was very cold, it brought us cozily together in
uninterrupted sharing. We had at least two circles
of worship-sharing on the theme, “what is our
relationship to Christianity?” John Calder, Liz
Earley and Jim Butler led us in these sessions.

Marilyn Manzer gave us an update on the
Consultation & Renewal Working Group (CnR). Barb
Aikman led an information session on Triennial
changes in degree of Christian basis. Gwen Dwyn
gave an intergenerational presentation on attracting
and working with intergeneration groups. In spite
of some technical terms, the youngest children were
capable of participation.

Allison Kase and Ellen Agger brought some of the
fine silk and cotton crafts from their Tammachat
Natural Textiles project in Thailand, for show and
for sale. The brochure on Tammachat Natural
Textiles explains:

Handweaving, one of the world’s oldest arts,
continues to be practiced with extraordinary skill
and well deserved pride in many rural villages in
Thailand and Laos. The silks and cottons woven by
women in these areas, in a magnificent array of
colours and designs, reflect rich cultural traditions
that endure from earlier times.

Heritage varieties of silkworms are raised without
chemicals in the artisans’ homes rather than in
factories. Mulberry silk threads are painstakingly

hand-reeled adding beauty and value. The organic
cottons are grown locally, mostly on the banks of
the Mekong River, in three natural shades.
Ginning, fluffing and spinning the threads by hand
produce rich, nubbly texture.
In contrast, Family Night got us off our seats in
making merry, with recorder playing, dancing to the
accompaniment of the honky=tonk quality of the
camp piano, Nathalie Brunet acting out two
animated science class presentations, and Michael’s
traditional piano improvisation on the letters A-F-G.

Then we had a bonfire in the designated bonfire
section of the camp and continued our merriment,
this time with everyone’s participation in hearty
singing. The songs in which we improvised with
rhyming Friends’ names was my favorite.

The gathering was well organized by Mel, Linda, and
Penni, and Dale and Gwen in the kitchen. There
was consensus on the good quality of the food. Dale
and Gwen had decided to direct the coordination of
all the meals! Although we all brought casseroles
and fixings for meals, it seems that the chefs
whipped up quite a few supplementary dishes over
the weekend. There was never a lack of quantity or
quality. Many thanks, girls, for your efforts!

Membership – A Slippery Fish? by Daphne Davey
This short piece grew out of my one-day attendance
at Atlantic Friends Gathering, held on Victoria Day
weekend. Much of the weekend’s formal programme
was inspired by the Consultation and Renewal report
and recommendations, including a workshop on
Membership, led by Mel Earley. I was asked to share
with Friends a few of the thoughts that came out of
this workshop.

It occurred to me that, since Mel and those
participating had so many questions pertaining to
the meaning and practicing of membership within
the Religious Society of Friends (RSOF) and Canadian
monthly meetings in particular, we would need
another forum to pursue the discussion to any great
depth. Perhaps a special interest group might be
held at a future Canadian Yearly Meeting (CYM). Or
(wouldn’t this be great?) a Friend might feel led to
visit across Canada and explore the subject with
local meetings and worship groups!
To give you some idea of the great scope of the
topic, following are the sets of questions that Mel
posed (lightly edited for space), giving us just a
little time to write down brief “off the top of our
heads” responses. These are followed by a brief
sampling of answers (separated by commas):

Q1: Why should an organization have rules, and who
should make them?
A: Define identity, informed consent, consistency,



efficiency, order, might be required by government,
cohesion, structure

Q2: Why should the Religious Society of Friends
(RSOF) have a membership requirement? [this
wording was challenged–we preferred “membership
expectations”]
A: Accountability, commitment (several mentions),
cohesion, knowing who’s involved in the
organization

Q3: Are we a “Christian” organization? Who should
be accepted as members? Should being a “Christian”
be a requirement?
A: Not necessarily, Christian roots but broader
membership now

Q4: Is the clearness (visiting committee) process
necessary?
A: Yes! absolutely!, helps clarify things

Q5: What is required of membership? [again,
“required” was challenged] (e.g., attendance at
worship and business, financial support)
A: “Active in the life of the meeting” (will carry
different interpretations for different meetings),
participate as much as possible in any way possible

Q6: When should membership be laid down?
A: When a Friend requests to lay their membership
down, when the meeting decides (e.g., due to non-
Quakerly behaviour, non-attendance)

Q7: Should inactive birthright Quakers be regarded
as Quakers?
A: Not applicable to CYM, Quaker background can
still affect culture and identity, should first be
counselled by Ministry & Counsel, juniors expected
to formally apply for membership on reaching
adulthood, are entitled to but should not speak on
behalf of Quakers

Q8: What are some factors that discourage
attenders from seeking membership?
A: Perceived conflict between science and religion,
don’t understand the meaning of membership and
fear the “demands” of involvement, you name it!,
afraid of commitment, are non-Christian, bad
experience with another faith community, no one
asked them to consider membership, feeling
inadequate, not “joiners,” expectation of active
engagement (e.g., committee work)

Q9: What can we change around membership to
grow the RSOF–in the Atlantic; in Canada?
A: Worship group attenders need to be more
involved than just attending worship, welcoming
newcomers, First Day schools, nothing, outreach,
ask people to apply, membership is not the issue for

lack of growth (we are low-key so people may not
know we exist), more visible

Q10: Any more thoughts?
A: Not optimistic for future of Quakers as baby
boomers age, religion for mature confident adults
and that’s OK

The following specific points were also made:

 that Friends (members) transferring from
elsewhere to a monthly meeting should be
interviewed just like a new applicant, prior to
accepting the transfer, because Friends may
come from very different Quaker traditions and
need to be clear about their new community’s
“state of society”

 that, much to our surprise [see Q3], several
Christian references are made in CYM’s
Organization and Procedure (e.g,. “Christian
discipleship, “learner in the school of Christ,”
“practical nature of Christianity”)

 that–again, much to our surprise [see Q7]--in
fact a reference is made to birthright Friends in
Organization and Procedure

Clearly, the subject of membership with its many
aspects–of which the above notes represent only the
tip of the iceberg--bears much further thought and
exploration. It would be a fruitful exercise for any
group of Friends to work through, especially
monthly meetings because of course the
responsibility for membership and its management
lies there.

For those interested in what our Discipline says on
Membership, see chapter 3 of Organization and
Procedure. The opening statement reads: “It is
recommended that the whole of this section should
be carefully studied by those who may be
contemplating membership both for the sake of the
applicant and for the sake of the Meeting.” To
which I would add, it might also be worth it for
those of us already members to refresh our
memories by rereading this section of our Discipline!

Atlantic Friends Gathering Evaluation
As part of the regular evaluation process that occurs
on the Monday morning of the AFG, it was requested
of the Planning Committee to develop this form. It
is geared to people who attended the AFG for less
than the full time. Normally there are some “day
trippers,” but it became apparent that some left
earlier than they had initially planned this year.
The feedback was that this led to a feeling of
disjointedness among those who were present for
the evaluation.



We have also been asked to develop a
questionnaire for the youth that did not attend.
Please let us know how we can contact youth in
your group— i.e., e-mail or civic address— to send
them the questionnaire.

It would be greatly appreciated if you would
take a few minutes and fill this out, and return to
us. You may use as much space as you want— just
type below the questions, and save it on your
computer, and attach it to send back.

1 - Number of people in your travelling party:
2 - How long did you stay?
3 - How long had you initially planned to stay?
4 - What caused you to leave early, if you did?
5 - Could anything have been done during the AFG
to enable you to have stayed longer?
6 - Would you have stayed longer if it had been at
another location?
7 - What is your evaluation of the programme,
facilities, food, children/youth programme,
fellowship, (i.e., regularly asked questions to
evaluate the AFG) for the time you attended?

The AFG now has financial resources to
allow us to spend on future AFGs. (In excess of
$3,000, built up over the years). Input was asked for
regarding use of this at the evaluation. Some made
suggestions about using “full accounting,” i.e.,
calculating the cost of travel, accommodations paid
for by those who did not stay on the site, to
consider an expenditure of the money in a way that
accommodated those who paid more than the
average attendance and registration cost. Others
suggested the money to secure a different level of
accommodation, i.e., not a “camp,” but a place
that would have more standard amenities. Others
suggested using the money to hire a youth
coordinator.

Please comment on your thoughts of best
use of these resources. Other comments/ideas.

Thank you for taking the time to fill this out.

Evaluation of Gathering, from Penni Burrell
“Superlative food and programme!”
“Transformative weekend!”
“It was COLD!!”
Comments from attenders to the AFG

The programme was entitled “As a Quaker, What is
My Relationship to Christianity?”
Saturday opened with John Calder setting the arena
for us by encouraging us to use language and
symbols which unite us. A lovely quote from Rumi
put all in a receptive thoughtful frame. Jim Butler
spoke about finding spirituality in what he termed
“thin places.” This concept was stimulating, and
appreciated as a framework by which to consider
our common challenging times and spiritual

responses. Liz Earley [an Anglican minister] gave us
an overview of how the Anglican Church’s centre
has moved to the edges, and how that has
challenged all involved, in a thoughtful, engaging
manner. Nathalie Brunet maintained the approach
suggested by John, exploring being a Quaker from a
Universalist perspective. Her thoughtful open
approach was appreciated.

After a great meal, Gwenyth led is in a fun,
energetic and excellent presentation about how to
engage youth in our organization. Sunday we spent
considerable time sharing our thoughts about what
had occurred Saturday. Many spoke of the deep
open discussion and sense of connection stronger
than they had previously experience. Meeting for
Worship ended the morning, and we adjourned to a
terrific lunch. Mel gave a very provocative and well
researched presentation on Membership. Our usual
Family had a great number of contributors— youth
and adults strutted their stuff for all of our
enjoyment!
Feedback on Monday morning was obtained from a
relatively small number of people. It was an
extensive discussion. Opinions were united on the
highly successful following aspects: the food, the
fellowship, programme and family night. The
ongoing issue of low attendance by children/youth
and lack of strong programming for them continued
to be identified.

However, comments about the issue of the premises
and values around how to choose for other years
were significantly divided. It will take loving
discernment to obtain spirit-led direction to identify
what our direction will be. The concern about the
lack of heat and other sparse resources challenged
some, while others felt the spiritual nature of the
premises outweighed those issues. The future AFG
planners need to discern which principles hold
precedence over others, and attempt to meet all,
possibly to a lesser degree. As there were very few
who stayed until Monday, a survey will be sent to
those who left, in an attempt to clarify the feelings
about the accommodations. A survey to engage
youth will also be developed and sent to youth. A
more detailed evaluation will be submitted to the
new programme committee once these are
obtained.

Some Conclusions and Recommendations: We have
unspent resources from previous AFGs. This brings
the total amount in reserves for AFG to over $3,000.
The following are some options for use of this:

To use a “full cost analysis,” that is, to consider the
expenditures of people who paid for their staying in
warmer premises, travel costs to be considered
when analysing the cost of the AFG weekend.



To hire a Youth Coordinator— This would allow for
the development of a strong programme, and
possibly attract some youth who are not willing to
attend unless they know that they will benefit from
structured events. Gwenyth presented a workshop
on how to engage youth, and involving them from
the beginning was certainly one way. As a result, a
survey will be sent out to them, asking for their
input. (As an editorial comment, I am assuming that
the Coordinator would ideally be a local Quaker
youth – one who is possibly a young adult, but from
”our” population)

For teens to attend for free— Previously, they were
half price, but it was agreed that this be strongly
considered to allow families to attend more
comfortably.

To consider premises that cost more, but offer more
comfortable settings— The trade-offs between
community creation with meal preparation, possible
loss of spiritual grounds, etc. need to be carefully
explored.

It was agreed that it is Nova Scotia’s turn to host.
As Camp Geddie has many of the values identified,
if it is available, then this issue may not need to be
addressed for another year.

Personals

From a letter from Margot Overington:

“16 April 2008, Dear Friends, First, I would like to
thank Home Mission and Advancement Committee
for awarding me the Pendle Hill Scholarship for
2007. I would also like to thank Halifax Monthly
Meeting for the financial support, and for the years
of being my main source of training in how to be a
Quaker in this day and age.

“Living at Pendle Hill is a life-changing
experience because of the dedication of F/friends
who live there, and those who choose to be
students. Although I’ve been home for a few weeks,
I believe that the changes are just starting in me.
I’m certainly clearer in my own sense of how I pray,
and to whom I pray. I’ve learned what “leadings”
look like for me, so I can pick up on them now, and I
don’t know that I ever could before. Probably I did,
but it was more ‘hit and miss’.

“I met Friends who changed, and will
continue to change, my life. I hope to attend New
England Yearly Meeting as a support person for the
incoming Clerk, Linda Jenkins, whose room was 2
doors down the institutional corridor from my own.
I am also planning on attending Friends General
Conference (with Judith Anne Camps!), and taking a
workshop with Elizabeth Dearborn on ‘Life after 60’.
Elizabeth is a Quaker and a Buddhist priest in the

tradition of Thich Nhat Hanh. I met Elizabeth
because she gave an evening lecture at PH on the
topic of her own spiritual journey.

“I am currently working on 2 projects as a
direct result of my time at Pendle Hill. One is a
book review for The Canadian Friend. It’s a review
of Angeles Arrien’s The Second Half of Life: Opening
the Eight Gates of Wisdom. The second project is
one I’m working on with Linda, which is to describe
what it’s like to be a resident student at Pendle
Hill, and what happens when one leaves. We’re
writing back and forth to each other, and I’m
writing to other Friends as well. We hope to make
an article from the substance of the emails that will
give Friends insights into the meaning of the
experience. We hope to have this published in
Friends Journal, and if it’s any good, it will be
much- needed advertising, encouraging others to
attend the resident student programme.

“In addition to giving me interesting
projects and additional travel opportunities, I think
Pendle Hill has changed who I am as a person. I still
have to work this part out, but my daily life is
changing. Right now, the house is in upheaval
because I’m clearing out ‘the old’ to make room for
‘the new’. And I need things to calm down a bit so
that I can settle into a morning spiritually nurturing
routine (I can hardly wait).

“I have a leading to work on a weekend get-
together between New England and Maritime
Friends. Although this has been a serious concern of
others in the past, the energy has slowed down. I’m
hoping that I’ll be able to assist with this kind of
get- together. I have no reason for keeping the
lines of Spirit and communication open, I simply
know that it’s vital. A big ‘thank you’ to all who
have seen the importance of keeping up the lines of
communication across the border. I hope to attend
AFG in May, and perhaps the work can start there.

“In Friendship, Margot Overington”

Sarah avMaat left May 21 for the Middle East with
the Holy Land Trust in partnership with the Middle
East Fellowship. She is living with a Palestinian
family near Bethlehem.

Colin Stewart, a former attender of the

Antigonish Worship Group, and now in Ottawa MM,
has taken summer training (2007) and committed to
a 3-year term as a reservist with Christian
Peacemakers Team (CPT). He was arrested in the
USA protest on Hiroshima Day with others, at the
world’s largest producer of Depleted Uranium in the
world, Alliant Techsystems, Inc. (ATK) in Minnesota.



Reviews

2 Quaker artists in Fredericton had very

successful openings in April, back-to-back:

George Strunz opened his art show in Charlotte
Street Arts Centre on the 18th. A huge crowd of
friends and admirers turned out for the occasion.
George’s work in watercolor and pastel is very
impressive. It’s plain to see why he has been
pursuing this art since his retirement.

The next day was the Retrospective Concert of
Michael Miller’s compositions. In Michael’s case, he
has always written and played his music, but this is
the first concert of all his works and a long time
since he has performed solo. He has not lost his
touch. He played some of his piano pieces and
duets for bass, violin, and soprano, and the
premiere of a piece for these instruments but no
piano, to the poem by Nathalie Brunet (another
Quaker), “Blues My Heart Out.”

In Memoriam

Marilyn Manzer’s father, Murray Harmon Manzer
1915-2008, passed away April 20 at home in
Bridgewater, Nova Scotia at the age of 92. He was
the son of Charles Manzer and Flora Rideout and was
born and raised in Woodstock, New Brunswick.

He attended Normal School in Fredericton
NB and taught school in one-room schools in rural
areas in the Saint John River Valley for a few years
before attending Acadia University. After
graduation in 1943 he returned to teaching in New
Brunswick where he was principal of Hartland High
School and teacher at Mount Allison Academy and
Fredericton High School. For a time he sold life
insurance in Fredericton, and then attended the
Maritime School of Social Work (M.S.W. 1958) where
he embarked on the career that he truly loved.

He worked as a psychiatric social worker in
the Provincial Hospital in Saint John NB and the
Mental Health Clinic in Fredericton NB. He was
Director of Welfare for the City of Fredericton for
several years. He worked for the Federal
Department of Indian and Northern Affairs (DINA)
from the late 1960’s until he retired in 1980. With
DINA he did community development work in the
Saint John River Valley, and then came to Halifax in
1970 where he was Director of Social Services and
Child Welfare for Nova Scotia and PEI. He traveled
a great deal visiting First Nations communities all
around the Maritimes. He felt greatly honoured that
the Mi’kmaq people sometimes referred to him as
“one of us.” When he retired from DINA at the age
of 65, he was hired by the Union of Nova Scotia
Indians to help them develop services and programs
and establish the Mi’kmaq Family and Children’s
Services of Nova Scotia. For many years afterward
he enjoyed attending many First Nations
celebrations in Nova Scotia.

Murray was passionate about the outdoors,
paddling and skating on hundreds of Maritime lakes.
In the mid-1980’s he and Mary-Isabel acquired land
for camping at Ponhook Lake, Queens County where
they have spent their recreational time with many
visits from extended family for over 20 years.

Murray was always a singer, both solo and
choral, singing in many church and community
choirs. He thoroughly loved music and sang his way
through all his life’s activities, adding the harmonies
whenever anyone else joined in. He was delighted
to follow the musical careers of all his descendants
and has been a major patron of the arts in his own
family.

The family wishes to thank, for their
support and kindness, the many medical
professionals, care givers, volunteers, friends,
clergy, and members of the Bridgewater United
Baptist Church congregation who helped make
Murray/ Dad/Grampy’s last months comfortable.

There will be a memorial service at the
Bridgewater United Baptist Church, 325 King Street,
Bridgewater, NS on Thursday, April 24 at 3 pm.
Donations in memory of Murray may be made to the
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives
(www.policyalternatives.ca), which reflects his
concern for social justice, or a charity of choice.

Heartfelt condolences are extended to Lee Webb, a
member of HMM, transferred from North Sandwich
MM (New Hampshire), on the death of her 16-year-
old grandson in Jerusalem. Avraham and 7 other
students at Mercaz HaRav Yeshiva were shot and
killed in their classroom in April by a Palestinian, an
Israeli citizen living in Jerusalem. Lee has recently
returned from Jerusalem and we hold her and her
family in the Light: daughters Rivkah, mother of
Avraham, and Betsey in Halifax. Peace be with you.
We were delighted to meet Lee at AFG and benefit
by her participation in worship-sharing and Family
Night.

Monthly Meeting Reports

Halifax MM
From excerpts from M4W4B of HMM March 2, 2008.
Mel Earley, Clerk; Christina Tellez, Recorder

Quaker Youth Pilgrimage: Finance
Committee has recommended financial assistance
for Christina Tellez to participate in the Quaker
Youth Pilgrimage this summer 2008, and is open to
receiving individual donations in addition to funds
from the Meeting.



“The Pagan Christ” was shown following
M4W. The CBC TV video is based on the book of the
same name by Tom Harpur. We will use this viewing
as a springboard to have a deep sharing about our
own spiritual beliefs at a later time.

State-of-Society Reports from HMM and
Worship Groups in South Shore, Antigonish, and
Dartmouth were read and forwarded to CYM.

Marriage of Laura MacDonald and Finn
Pollard: A minute has arrived from Finn’s home
Meeting in the South-East Scotland area to say that
a meeting for preparation of marriage has been
carried out and that they are in unity regarding the
appropriateness of HMM conducting the marriage in
Halifax on Sept. 6, 2008, where the family of the
bride, Laura MacDonald, resides. The couple will
return to Scotland, where the marriage will be
under the care of Finn’s Meeting.

Improving health: The Meeting is asked to
hold in the Light, Ruth Bishop, John and Valerie
Osborne, and Muriel Duckworth, who continue to
improve from past health problems.

Peace and Social Justice:

Survey: Roger Davies thanked Friends for filling out
the survey of P&SJ Committee, which is looking for
ways of bringing counter-recruitment concerns into
high schools and universities, and it is looking for
Friends’ support. Anne Thomas has agreed to assist
Roger in visiting schools. Contact has been made
with CFSC. The Meeting supports this initiative.

Educational materials collection: Robin
Neustaeter of this Meeting, as a teacher from Mount
Saint Vincent University carries out her work in
Jamaica on several trips a year there. At that time
she keeps in touch with Joan Brown of Kingston MM
and former attender of HMM, and has visited that
Meeting and Worthington MM. Robin also has
become interested in Happy Grove, a Quaker high
school, and also the Trenchtown Reading Centre.
She suggests that donations of educational materials
from Friends could be taken there by her. It was
approved that a box be available in HMM for a
collection of school supplies.

Telephone answering machine: It was agreed that
the message will contain only basic information on
when Meetings will be held, but not on weekly
events or specific people in Meeting.

Christian Peacemakers Team: John Lynes of
England and a regular annual attender of HMM,
often writes about his repeated stints with Christian
Peacemakers Team in Palestine. His sister writes
about his upcoming 80th birthday and requests
greetings. John asks that, in lieu of gifts, donations
be made out to CPT Canada, 25 Cecil St., Unit 307,
Toronto M5T 1N1. Congratulations, John!

Halifax MM
From excerpts from M4W4B April 6, 2008. Mel
Earley, Clerk; Christina Tellez, Recorder

Genetics and new biotechnologies: Volunteers are
requested to work with Sylvia Mangalam on the
possible visit from Anne Mitchell of Toronto MM,
who attended he World Council of Churches
consultation on genetics and new biotechnologies in
South Africa in December. Anne hopes or an
interested group in Halifax who might want to
participate in some kind of coordinated program
with other Quakers, faith and/or environment
groups, and others around genetically modified
agriculture, education, advocacy action.

Roger Davies, Nora Kerr, Sharon MacDonald, Laureen
van Lierop offered to help. The meeting may occur
in June when Anne will be speaking in
Newfoundland.

Uranium Mining: Donna Smyth and Gillian
Thomas gave an informative interactive
presentation to HMM on the state of uranium mining
in NS, an issue of wide interest as the Moratorium
seems to be breached.

Letter-writing group continues to meet the
third Monday of each month to write letters for
keeping the Uranium Mining Moratorium, for
Amnesty International, and to end the siege in
Gaza.

Peace and Social Justice Committee: Roger
Davies reported the creation of an anti-recruitment
pamphlet; CFSC has committed to printing 5000
copies and have contracted a graphic designer.

Earth Day: The committee on Earth Day,
April 22, suggested that Friends consider eating only
foods grown within 100 miles from their home on
that day. It was requested that a fall potluck be
scheduled on which this could be put into practice.

Outreach Committee: Anne Thomas has
been asked to give a talk in August at the Nova
Scotia Basket Makers convention, on the Nantucket
Quaker Baskets. Apparently, they have been well
known for baskets woven of native reeds on the
island.

Telephone Answering Machine: Charles
Brown will take over the telephone answering
machine from Barbara MacAuley, who has served us
well. Many thanks to both.

Quaker Marriage: It was mentioned that the
procedure to marry Quakers living outside of Canada
is not written in our Discipline. It was suggested
that we send a letter to Representative Meeting
about adding a section to the chapter on Marriage
concerning this matter.



Ecology Action Centre in Halifax is raising
awareness of the consultations in NS in May and
June concerning environmental challenges and our
natural resources.

New Brunswick MM
Excerpts by Edith Miller of June 15, 2008, at home
of Dawne Clarke & Stephen Pidwysocky in
Fredericton. Friends from four of the six Worship
Groups of NBMM managed to fit in Stephen and
Dawne’s living room: 9 from Houlton-Woodstock, 8
from Fredericton, 2 from Saint John Area, and 1
from Sackville. After worship and potluck lunch, we
started our Meeting-for-Worship-for-Business, with
John Calder as Clerk; Edith Miller, temporary
Recording Clerk; Lesley Read, Treasurer.

John McKendy reported that he will be
embarking June 20 on his 6-week trip to Burundi and
the African Great Lakes Initiative. He will give a
talk at St. Thomas University, where he is a
professor of sociology, on “Spirituality and Social
Service Work.”

Lesley Read, who has taken over for Maida
Follini as Treasurer, gave a report for end of 2007
and for January-to-June 2008. We will wait until
September to send our 2008 donation. Friends are
reminded to donate for 2008. We thanked Lesley
for doing the Treasurer’s work, and will write Maida
our appreciation for her work as Treasurer.

Membership:

a) We will request that Maida’s membership be
transferred to Halifax MM.

b) A letter from Sackville WG clearness committee
proposing membership for Gabrielle Sinclair, was
read and discussed as to whether she should be
accepted into membership in NBMM before her
move to England on July 1, or not to accept her.
We decided that the Clerk will write a letter of
introduction and support for her, to give to her
chosen Meeting in England and committing her to
their loving care.

c) The clearness committee in Fredericton WG met
with Sandy Zelazny, who wishes to become a
member, and they will all re-convene at a later
date.

d) Liz Neve in “Fundy Friends” St. Andrews WG sent
an application for membership, which the Clerk
read.

Delegate to CYM: Vince will be delegate of
NBMM at CYM. He, Martha, and Lesley will attend
CYM.

Nominating Committee of CYM: Martha
reported that Vince will continue on CFSC, and
Lesley on Continuing Committee of M&C.

Canadian Quaker Pamphlet Series: Vince
reported that someone from Halifax MM has offered
to be on the editorial board. But, as the board
consists of members of NBMM for this term, we will
keep her in mind and consult with the new
Publications Committee, which is replacing HMAC as
sponsor of CQPS.

Concerned about the reduction of Sackville
WG to two members since Maida’s move, Lesley
appealed to the Meeting to have a Meeting for
Enquirers in Sackville, to welcome people to join
them at Meeting.

Ellen and Keith Helmuth have returned to
NB and settled in a heritage house in Woodstock.
Keith distributed brochures on his Quaker Institute
For the Future, on ”Rationale and Mission,”
“Promoting Human Betterment and Ecological
Integrity and Applying Friends Testimonies to Public
Policy,” and “A Call For Circles of Discernment.”

PEI Worship Group report from May:

John Clement and I continue to meet weekly for
worship. We are rarely joined by other Friends on
our circulation list. However, we hear from Craig
Ramsay, who is trying to get to live on PEI. Their
immigration papers are all through but they are
trying to find employment and sell their house.
Craig is a member of Granville, Ohio, MM and is
keen to join our worship group. I can imagine he and
his wife (who isn't a Friend) may well start attending
Atlantic Friends Gathering in future.

John and I do see other Friends in the
community, especially in relation to music (John is a
violinist). For instance, Doug Dahn and I looked
after the silent auction the other night at the fund-
raising ball in Charlottetown for John's Singing
Strings youth orchestra representing Canada at the
international Youth Orchestras Festival being held in
Italy in August (John teaches Doug's daughters, and
one of them will be on this trip). Doug's parents host
the South Shore WG in NS.

Daphne Davey


