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July-August 2009
A Weekend of Ministry at Atlantic Friends Gathering,

May 15-18, 2009, Camp Geddie, Merigomish, NS
By Ellen Helmuth

The waters of Northumberland Strait and
the blooming serviceberry trees in the woods
surrounding Camp Geddie provided the
backdrop for the annual Atlantic Friends
Gathering, May 15-18, 2009. More than 40
Friends gathered and ministered one to another
for a spiritually enriching weekend. Cameron
Fraser joined us from Victoria, BC as the youth
coordinator for the weekend. His ministry was
very much appreciated by the young Friends and
the adults as well, as he led us in many
intergenerational activities.

Doris Calder shared her ministry as she
led the group’s reflection on the weekend theme:
“What does God mean to me?” Friends
ministered one to another as they shared from
their own experiences from a very deep place
within.

The ministry of plenteous and bountiful
and delicious food was provided by many cooks
who helped the food coordinators, Dale & Gwen,
in making our meal times fill our hungry bellies
and our minds with stimulating conversation.

Ministry in music was present throughout
the weekend and in the family night event on

Sunday evening. Michael Miller as usual served
as emcee and shared his passion for piano
improvisations. The young Friends shared their
skits, and Cameron kept us all on the move with
games.

Special Interest Groups on various topics
were well attended. “Confessions of a Devout
Agnostic,”counter ads on joining the military,
slides from Palestine, a half yearly meeting for
Atlantic Canada were challenging and
informational.

Ministry in creativity was shared by
Helen Lofgren as she provided materials and
instruction for print making using turnips for
blocks. Friends of all ages were delighted to
discover their abilities to carve designs in the
blocks, then into paint, and printing onto fabric.
T-shirts, serviettes, or just plain pieces of fabric
were soon hanging over chairs, freezers, doors
and ironing boards as the creativity in each of us
emerged in this medium of art work.

Penni and Mel shared their wisdom and
patience as coordinators for the weekend
program. Mel had arranged for a shipment of
books from Quaker Book Service and Friends
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were so pleased to be able to browse and
purchase books from this source.

And of course there was lots of free time
for fun and for discovering that of God in
ourselves and each other. The entire weekend
was full in rich sharing, and the nourishment of
the community bonds that bind us was very
evident in this annual event in our beloved faith
community. Sharing our skills, sharing in our
worship, sharing our love and care and concerns
becomes ministry one to another in our faith
fellowship. It also strengthens our spiritual
experience, and celebrates our Quaker
community.

Next year’s AFG will be combined with
FWCC (Friends World Committee on
Consultation) Northeast Section meeting on the
Victoria Day weekend in May, 2010.

Further Impressions of AFG
By Edith Miller

The annual AFG, held in Camp Geddie in
Merigomish, NS, was a rich experience for
many. A maximum of around 50 attended,
though some came only for the day, leaving an
average of about 35. Some of the old-time
regulars I missed. A new venture this year was
hiring a Youth Coordinator, and Cameron Fraser,
all the way from Vancouver Island, did just that
and much more. One evening he washed pots
and pans for about 1-1/2 to 2 hours, tossing off
the double duty as an outlet for his nervous
energy! I am very grateful to Mel Earley and
Penni Burrell (and Linda Foy, who unfortunately
could not attend) for their excellent organizing
and feel it was a very good choice to hire a
Youth Coordinator, especially Cam, after
interviewing my grandchildren.

Children’s impressions of the Children’s
Program

Lucy Miller, 14-1/2: I liked AFG. [What
did you like best?]: Cam was really fun; he never
ran out of games, all were fun. A nice place,
good weather. Food was really good— lots of
cookies, we never went hungry. Just had a
sleeping bag but was warm in cabin. Better to
have too much in children's program; good to
always have a lot, but you don't have to do it
[join in] if you don't want. [In family night] we

all wrote the skits but not "purple stew" and
"Singin' in the Rain."

Ella Miller, 12-1/2: [What did you like
best]: I liked Cam! So much to do. I liked
having our own art room, all fun games, comfy
couch. Food was good, we snitched some
cookies. I got to know the kids because there
was a good [the right] number of them, same
ages was good, I don't think there should've been
more kids.

Isaac Miller, 9-1/2: I liked Cam! Cam
was awesome! It wasn't cold; I had a blanket
and sleeping bag. [What did you like best?]:
Cam! [Food]: Salad was pretty good. There
should've been a little more kids. [After I
interviewed him a few days later, he was absent-
mindedly singing “Alma’s Song”— see below—
and we all sang it at this gathering.]

Alma’s Song, as sung by Alma Brooks at
Canadian Yearly Meeting 1990 and remembered
by Marilyn Manzer:

Ya gotta humble yourself in the eyes of
the Mountain

Ya gotta bend down low,
Ya gotta humble yourself in the eyes of

the Mountain,
Ya gotta know what she knows.
We can raise each other up,
Higher and higher,
We can raise each other up.

Other verses: For “Mountain,”substitute River,
Village, Animals, Mother, Father, People, Spirit.

Andrew Miller, the children’s father: A
good weekend. [It was helpful that] really good
weather cooperated, too. I liked not having to
cook, I only helped twice with cleanup. [I liked
that the children were occupied and having fun.]

Art project: All weekend tables were set up with
block-printing materials for all to experiment
with. Helen Lofgren, of HMM, provided turnips
to carve with a design, dishes of paint-soaked
sponges to apply paint to the block, and lots of
cotton cloth to print onto. There was almost a
constant industrious attendance at these tables, of
all ages. Thank you Helen!

Food: Meals were incredibly well prepared and
varied, by Dale Gruchy and Gwen Dwyn and
helpers. As the ready-made casseroles and soups
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that were brought were running out, many dishes
were prepared right there in restaurant-size pots
and pans. Two kinds of pasta casseroles, two
kinds of salad in enormous bowls, two kinds of
soup, desserts fresh from the oven— there was
something for everyone.

“Confessions of a Devout Agnostic,” led by
Bruce Dienes, helped answer the theme of the
Gathering, “What Does God Mean to Me?”He
defined agnostic as believing without knowing;
religion, a way to enable one to allay fear of
death. He posed a “journey through alternate
universes,” and asked us to consider: a) what
excites us, b) what troubles us, and c) what do
we need to face and let go of the reality, in
regarding several other situations, such as: does
the universe creates god and become self-aware,
or does god create the universe.

Counter Recruitment Action Ideas: Roger
Davies presented information and a discussion
on ways of recruitment and ways to counter
recruitment into the Armed Forces. He
circulated a brochure:

What Are You Doing With Your Life?:
Considering Joining the Military?

Is military life right for me?: Get the facts
before enlisting!

Our job is to be able to kill people—can you?
Is the military the way you want to “fight

oppression”?
Do you know the risks of being a soldier?:

Mental health issues, substance abuse
Spousal and family stress…Suicide

Canada is at war and that means the risks are
higher than in peacetime. When not at war,
military service can be a stressful job—long
work hours, duty away from home.
He hopes for an offer to précis the brochure into
a one-page information sheet. Further
information can be obtained on
rogerdavies@eastlink.ca and on
www.couragetoresist.org .

AFG to Become Half-Yearly or Allowed
Meeting?: John Calder held a small meeting to
discuss this subject that has been tossed around
for many years. A consistent question for all
MMs to consider would be very helpful. Some
comments are:

- that there was not enough of a sense at the
discussion that most were in favour of a
HYM, but rather than most were in favour of
exploring the idea further. This is rather
different from a few years ago when most
seemed to not even want to talk about it!
Perhaps the question sent to MMs could
include a few examples of different ways in
which such an organization could manifest?

- that we would assign one person from each
MM to work together on a proposal. That we
follow Carol Bradley's recommendation that
we study the Australia YM experience as
well. Perhaps she could send the document
again?

- that most were in favor of a HYM, some had
reservations and some were ambivalent.

- that generally there was enough support to
proceed to ask Monthly Meetings to
consider taking the idea further; and it would
help if we were all on the same page insofar
as; a) one report from our discussion and, b)
that we bring the same question before our
meetings.

-
Book table: Ellen Helmuth displayed Quaker
books and pamphlets for sale, including Keith’s
books, Right Relationship: Building a Whole
Earth Economy, in which he collaborated with
Peter Brown and Geoffrey Garver. Also, an
even newer, slim book by Keith and Ed Dreby,
Fueling Our Future: A Dialogue About
Technology, Ethics, Public Policy, and Remedial
Action. The latter is, in 2009, the first in a
Quaker Institute for the Future Pamphlet series.
Quaker Book Service has these books,
Quakerbooks of FGC carries them, as does any
bookstore that has ordered it. The Fueling Our
Future pamphlet is also available throughout the
book world through the usual sources.

Family Night: The seven children (not counting
Robin’s babe-in-arms), with the help of Cam, put
on skits, including the two mentioned above by
Lucy. Cam led us all in funny games, and
Michael played his traditional variations on the
letters A-F-G on the piano, with the new addition
of a little verse.
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Announcements

August 9-15
Stephanie Deakin from B.C. and co-clerk of
CFSC will be attending the Anglican Church
Justice Camp in Halifax from August 9-15, with
the focus on Poverty. She will join HMM M4W
on August 16. We may consider her speaking
about her experience at camp after Meeting or at
a potluck. Roger Davies to contact the Camp
Coordinator to find what assistance we can give.

Our Friendly Family
Carol Dixon writes: Exciting news— earlier
this spring our Friend Elaine Bishop was
nominated for, and last night won one of, the
2009 Winnipeg YM-YWCA's Women of
Distinction awards, in the category
of Community Volunteerism. In today's
Winnipeg Free Press news article Elaine is
described as "executive director” of the North
Point Douglas Women's Centre. With a
particular interest in human rights, she has
volunteered with the Aboriginal Rights Coalition
of the Canadian Council of Churches, Mount
Carmel Clinic, Sage House and the Mennonite
Central Committee.” Our proud, loving
congratulations to Elaine!
Laura Calder, daughter of Doris and John, has
her new cookbook out: French Taste: Elegant
Everyday Eating (Harper-Collins). It is said to
contradict assumptions that the country’s cuisine
is too rich, complicated and time-consuming to
prepare, and it is a lovely book.

Robin Neustaeter and baby Tabitha, of HMM,
who joined us at AFG, will be returning to the
family home in Winnipeg. Robin will also be
working on her Doctorate in Peace Studies at
University of Manitoba.

John McKendy Memorials
On April 17 a Symposium,

“Communities, Culture, and Collaborations:
Where We Are Now, Research on New
Brunswick, Honouring John McKendy.” was
held at St. Thomas University, Fredericton.

On April 25, St. Thomas University
hosted its annual fundraising event called
“Primavera,” in support of the Millennium
Bursary Programme. The Bursary has been
named in memory of John McKendy, professor
of sociology. STU president and vice-
chancellor, Dr. Michael W. Higgins, said,
“Professor McKendy was an extraordinary
academic, a mentor to students and professors
alike, and a man who incorporated justice and
peace into his daily practices. This year’s
Primavera will be an opportunity to remember
and inspire.” Members of the Fredericton
Worship Group attended the event, which
included food, auction and raffle, and
entertainment.

Former CFSC partner elected
to Thai Senate

Former CFSC board member (and staff
member) Alleson Kase emailed us from Thailand
with news that Rosana Tositrakul, secretary-
general of the Thai Holistic Health Foundation (a
former CFSC project) [that NBMM sponsored for
years], had been elected to the Senate of Thailand.
As quoted in a clipping from the Bangkok Post, sent
by Alleson, "Through the years the bespectacled
woman… has branched out from campaigning for
the use of herbs for self-reliance, to organic food,
Buddhist-based peaceful resistance to injustice and
rallying against corruption." Rosana is quoted,
"When we decide to fight, we never worry about
winning or losing. See if it's the right thing to do.
If it's right and just, go for it and give it everything
you have."

This bit of news appeared in the most
recent CFSC e-newsletter. The Thai Medicine
Project was one that NBMM sponsored, and
Rosana Tositrakul visited us in New Brunswick
once. I remember she didn't want to sit on the sofa
in our living room because she felt it was too
extravagant! So she sat cross-legged on the floor.

Letter from QUNO
May 2009
Dear Friends, The Quaker United Nations Office
in New York sends warm greetings to Friends
everywhere. 2008 marked the 60th anniversary of
Quaker accreditation at the United Nations. Over
six decades, the Quaker UN offices in New York
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and Geneva have steadily worked to represent
Friends’principles and values, as the world of the
UN has changed significantly around us.
Our aims are as they always have been: to provide
a space away from the microphones for quieter
and more reflective discussions on the challenges
that face the international community, a place for
Rufus Jones’“quiet processes and small circles”in
which he hoped that “vital and transforming
events”would have an opportunity to flower; to
represent voices that are insufficiently heard in the
corridors of power; and to work quietly to foster
approaches to international problems that are
informed by Quaker insights.

As befits an anniversary year, 2008 saw a
re-affirmation of purpose. The office is fully
staffed for the first time in several years, and we
have undertaken a strategic planning process that
has taken us back to re-examining the roots of our
work in Friends’spiritual practices and social
action. Together with our engaged and
knowledgeable committee, and the support and
advice of AFSC, FWCC, QUNO Geneva and
other stakeholders, we have confirmed our focus
on the UN’s role in peace- building and the
prevention of violent conflict, and are in the
process of aligning our program work accordingly.
In addition we continue to act in support of
Quaker agencies in their work at the UN, and to
reach out to Friends everywhere.

Our peace-building work includes
engagement with the UN Peace-building
Commission, in particular in its work in Burundi,
where our links with the local Friends church and
the AFSC country office enable us to forge
linkages between in-country activity on
reconciliation, trauma healing and the
consolidation of peace and the intergovernmental
work of the Commission in New York. This area
of work also leads us to engage more broadly with
the discussion at the UN on how best to foster
sustainable peace in societies in and emerging from
violent conflict.

Our other programs include work on the
Responsibility to Protect, which is to be debated in
the General Assembly later this year. Our position
is to emphasize prevention and non-violent
response, with recent events including a
presentation and discussion on the important
contribution of civil society in containing the
outbreak of violence in Kenya at the end of 2007.

We are also initiating a program on the UN’s use
of political engagement and preventive diplomacy,
with the objective of supporting such processes as
mediation before resorting to coercive or violent
methods.
We thank Friends for their faithful support of our
work, and ask you to pray for us in the year to
come.

In Friendship, Andrew Tomlinson,
Director and Representative, Quaker United
Nations Office

Monthly Meeting Reports
----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Annapolis Valley Monthly
Meeting

A summary of May’s M4W4B:

Location of Meeting for Worship: We have
“Location of Meeting for Worship”as a regular
item on our agenda. We currently meet at the
meeting room of the Just Us off Exit 10 of the
101. However, we cannot keep anything there,
and we agree we need to find another location.
Environmental issues, time of meeting,
accessibility of room and washroom, location are
all considerations. We have a standing
committee that continues to be open and actively
search for such a location.

Gambling issues in Nova Scotia. We have a
long standing concern regarding this issue, and
have sent a letter of concern over the recent
KENO addition to a number of locations

Stephanie Deakin will visit in August, after she
has spent time at a peace camp in Halifax.
Liaison between Halifax and AVMM will need
to be facilitated.

Quakers in Kingston: Gwenyth and Bruce
went to visit our Friends in Kingston (The
Telegraph Tea House). They are very interested
in connecting with local Friends but they are
very tied to the Tea House. They have offered
the use of their space for meetings and activities
when it is complete



6

Uranium Working Group proposed minute
on peaceful energy Meeting will hold a
discussion on whether AVMM will minute our
support of this minute. Marilyn will facilitate on
June 14th after meeting at 12 PM.

Sojourning Membership at Halifax MM for
Katie Aven: This request for sojourning
membership is approved. The Clerk will write to
Halifax Monthly Meeting in this regard.
Kairos Conference –Minute of support for
Marilyn Manzer’s attendance

Marilyn requested a minute for funding from
CFSC to attend the Conference in Waterloo.
Meeting approves the request. The Clerk will
send a letter to this effect.

Atlantic Half Yearly Meeting Exploration
Committee appointment: Penni will represent
AVVM.

CFSC Report (by Penni Burrell)

I have made contact with Annapolis Valley
Learning Association, and plans to become more
involved in their documenting of oral history of
indigenous people in the Annapolis Valley
project.

In early May, I attended the AGM of the Atlantic
Aboriginal Rights Coalition (A-ARC) in
Tatamagouche. I took two people - one attender
of our meeting (Sarah), and another person who
found A-ARC through the internet. When we
arrived there were 3 others who are connected
with the Annapolis Valley. It was suggested that
we start a local Annapolis Valley chapter of this
organization. I have requested an Oversight
Committee for this

Halifax Monthly Meeting
Excerpts of Minutes of M4W4B, April 5, 2009,
Atlantic School of Theology. Charles Brown.
Clerk, Christina Tellez, Recording Clerk._

Representative Meeting’s Concern: Discussion
followed regarding CNR (Consultation &
Renewal) question about proposal on having one
Representative Meeting a year due to financial
and environmental concerns. We agree with
these concerns and Rep. Meeting must be sure
they can fulfill their important mandate. The
scheduling of this meeting should be determined

in part by the budgetary cycle. This may be
helped by smaller bodies and some regions
assuming responsibilities as well as conference
calls on some specific items.

- We are reminded to nominate 2 representatives
to join other Atlantic reps to organize
FWCC/AFG meeting in May 2010 in the East.
Finance: Barry Thomas informed us of the new
rule on Disbursement Quotas which will now
include 3.5% of a charity’s investments. All
Meetings’ Expenses are considered charitable
expenses (rent, library, outreach, travel, etc.).
Exception is that donations made by Meeting to
another registered charity do not count, but do
have to be recorded and reported to CRA
(Canada Revenue Agency). Most of our
committees are under-spending our budgets.

Peace and Social Action: Roger Davies arranged
a public showing at the Keshen Goodman Public
Library of the excellent film “voices in War-
time.”There was a good turnout, but no teachers
were present as had been hoped. HMM has a
copy of this film available to show. Roger is
hoping to discuss counter-recruitment options
with guidance counselors in Halifax area
schools. He is also giving a workshop on
counter-recruitment at AFG.

Program: Peter Walker will be speaking on his
experiences in the Far North and how this relates
to Quakerism and his teaching at Nova Scotia
School of Art and Design. Our traditional Easter
potluck brunch will follow M4W.

Additions to State of Society report: The reading
was approved. In future, M&C (Ministry &
Counsel) is asked to host a discussion for HMM
on areas such as our spiritual nourishment as
well as successes and failures as a meeting to
broaden the scope of our State of Society report,
as requested by Consultation & Renewal.

Halifax Monthly Meeting
Excerpts of Minutes of May 3, 2009, M4B4W.
Charles Brown, Clerk, Jessica Tellez, Recording
Clerk).

Finance Committee: Barry Thomas again
presented the new Canadian Revenue Agency
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(CRA) requirements and a long discussion
followed on its application to this meeting.

- The financial review of 2008 has been
completed by Barry, and he and Sylvia
Mangalam will be submitting the annual report
to the Registry of Nova Scotia Joint Stock
Companies, copy attached to minutes.

Ministry and Counsel: Sylvia Mangalam
reported that 5 Friends from HMM visited South
Shore Worship Group for M4W. It was a very
enjoyable time for all and South Shore sends
their greetings. This group begins by worship,
followed by a time for holding people in the
Light, then a half-hour of worship sharing and
finally a delicious potluck:

Peace and Social Action Committee: Roger
Davies reported that Dick Cotterill, a Truro
attender at HMM, arranged a showing of
“Voices in Wartime”in his hometown. Roger
attended. Dick also hosted and arranged a public
meeting featuring Scott Taylor, a popular
military affairs journalist who is critical of the
Afghan mission. There was a good crowd.

- Friends are encouraged to write to Minister of
Foreign Affairs Lawrence Cannon in regard to
the plight of Canadian citizen Abousfian
Abdelrazik who is on a No Fly list and unable to
return home for many years.

- Roger is providing books about peace, social
justice and nonviolence along with his visitations
there to discuss peace-building with focus on the
elementary level first.

Program Committee: Jessica Tellez encourages
Friends to come to Atlantic Friends Gathering at
Camp Geddie, by Stellarton, on the weekend of
May 18 to 21.

- Program Committee will be asking Friends
how we can nurture our Quaker Community. In
the past we have had spiritual retreats,
workshops, meetings for sharing, potlucks, etc,
and, after Afterthoughts, we will have a brief go-
around asking for ideas.

- A farewell potluck will be head at Jessie
Tellez’s home on May 23, 2009 for Robin
Neustaeter and baby Tabitha who will be
returning to the family home in Winnipeg. Robin

will also be working on her Doctorate in Peace
Studies at University of Manitoba.

New Business: As the Nominations Committee
seeks more Friends to serve on committees and
other responsibilities, Laureen van Lierop of
Program Com. will contact HMM com.’s to ask
them to outline a description of responsibilities
or important dates or deadlines involved.

- Attention was drawn to the Kairos gathering
June 17-20 at University of Waterloo. Claire
Henry is interested in going. Peace and Social
Action Com. will seek someone to accompany
her, thus traveling free.

- Katie Aven has requested a letter from
Annapolis Valley MM granting her Sojourning
Membership with HMM so that she may become
our marriage registrar, as she lives in Halifax.

- The meeting thanks Barry Thomas for
faithfully coming to M4W4B from a distance,
and reporting for the finance com. as well as
doing extra finance work outside the meeting.

Halifax Monthly Meeting
Excerpts of Minutes of June 7, 2009, M4W4B.
Charles Brown, Clerk, Jessica Tellez, Recording
Clerk.

Finance Committee:
- In response to the changes in the
“disbursement quota,” of the Canada Revenue
Agency, HMM will take the following actions:
- Program Committee and the Clerk will
schedule a called meeting in the fall to discuss
giving money to the CYM Quaker Education and
Youth Projects. The Clerk will send out material
to people about these projects before the
meeting.
- An Ad Hoc Meeting House Committee will be
struck to review the Meeting House situation.
Maida Follini and Claire Henry agree to serve on
this com., and Mel Earley and Sylvia Mangalam
will be asked by Nominating Com. as well, and
all friends will be invited also.
- The Ad Hoc Meeting house Com., Program
Com., and the Clerk will schedule a called
meeting in the fall to discuss whether we will
pursue a Meeting House or give up that goal and
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use the fund for other purposes. If we continue
with the M.H. fund, CRA must be approached to
have it designated as such and we will not have
to spend the interest from it on charitable
donations.

Old Business: It has been clarified that the Clerk
of HMM will send a letter to the Clerk of
Representative Meetings, asking the Discipline
Review Com. to develop guidelines regarding
Canadian MMs marrying Friends from outside
CYM and Canada. In the future, when drafting a
minute that requires action, we will identify
WHO will carry out that action.
- We received a letter from Annapolis Valley
MM requesting that we accept Katie Aven as a
Sojourning Member of HMM which we are
happy to do. The Clerk will contact Dept. of
Statistics to find out the procedure for having
John Osborne replaced by Katie Aven as our
marriage registrar and he will follow that
procedure.
- There will be a called meeting to consider the
Clearness Com. report on the request for a
wedding under the care of HMM of Amish
Morrrell and Diane Borsato.

Representative Committee: Ruth Main reported
on Musquodoboit Valley Worship Group’s
request to Representative Com. to grant them
Monthly Meeting status. Rep. Com. has stated
in their minutes: “After much deep and searching
consideration, we were unable to reach unity on
this matter. We encourage Musquodoboit
Friends to ask to become an Allowed Meeting
under the care of HMAC (Home Mission &
Advancement Com.) or a nearby MM. Rep.
Com. is willing to provide discernment on
further steps. We perceive this step as an
important one on the way to becoming a
Monthly Meeting.”

Peace and Social Action Committee:
- Zatown Olive Oil from Palestine is available
from Roger Davies, who reports that from a case
of 12 he has only 3 left. Cost is $18 for a large
bottle.
- Books to Schools Project: Roger is doing a
workshop at the Joseph Howe School, reading
“Peace Begins with You”to Grade 3 students.

He/we are presenting a selection of new
children’s peace books to some schools.
- The committee is supporting youth at Citadel
High School who have been doing counter-
recruitment and has been providing CFSC
pamphlets and giving moral support.

- A Canadian court has ruled that Mr.
Abdelrazik has the right to return to Canada and
has ordered the government to allow this. Write!
Write!!
- Writing night for Amnesty International
Continues once a month at Corrie Douma’s
home.

Archives: Betty Peterson requests that a
committee be struck to find a new place for the
HMM Archives 1964-2008, 4-5 Banker’s Boxes
of files and minutes. Hopefully they can be
stored in the Atlantic School of Theology library
with other church records. The meeting has
suggested, as a first step, that we store them in
our basement library under the steps and near
where we meet.

Meeting at AFG of the Atlantic
HYM issue sketched out:

- Get a MM rep. to propose what a HYM would
be like. Goals, vision, plans. Bring back to
Meeting for Common Concerns.
- Regional aspect, decentralizing YM vs. just
Atlantic region.
- Read Australian YM report to compare.
- Atlantic identity. A way of growing, faith and
commitment, dialogue, attract people. How do
we grow to have a structure big enough to make
a social impact. Working to build community
with spiritual nourishment.
- MCC doesn't have the authority to carry out
activities, so lacks fulfillment, is unsatisfying.
- We all care about an Atlantic community, a
regional voice.
- Ask each MM to send decision to MCC to
support organizing a HYM.
- MM reps to write a proposal: Mel for HMM;
Michael for NBMM.


