
 1

Atlantic Friends Newsletter 
March-April 2005  

 
Edith Miller, Editor, formatter 
Notices, Personals, Outreach, Monthly Meeting Minutes, articles, comments 
Send material to: 448 Golf Club Rd., Fredericton, NB, E3B 5Z7; (506) 454-5882 memiller@nb.sympatico.ca 
 
Daphne Davey, Postal-service mailer. Send both postal and e-mail address changes to:  
PO Box 299, Cornwall, PEI, C0A 1H0;  
(902) 675-3501; fax (902) 675-2533; ddavey@isn.net 
 
Bruce Dienes, Webminder, Atlantic Friends website 
http://atlantic.quaker.ca    webminder@atlantic.quaker.ca 
 
DEADLINE TO SUBMIT MATERIAL FOR NEXT ISSUE: APRIL 20, 2005 

 

Friends World Committee for Consultation / 

Atlantic Friends Gathering 
May 20–23, 2005, Friday evening to after breakfast on Monday morning  
at the Villa Madonna Retreat House, Rothesay, NB www.villamadonna.ca 

 

Theme: From Global Crisis to Global Community 
 

Last year when we met at Camp Geddie, Merigomish, NS, our theme was "Rebuilding 
Community Across All Boundaries."  We pondered on “the current world crises, which seem to 
highlight conflict between communities divided along lines of ethnicity, religion, political and 
power differentials, leaving many of us reacting to the moment rather than visioning a future with 
equity and opportunity for our diverse human community.”  One asks, “What are we doing, and 
what could we be doing, to rebuild our connections with all people?”  This year as we are joined by 
FWCC representatives Northeast Regional Gathering (Canadian YM, New England YM, New York 
YM, Philadelphia YM), we will explore further how we as friends can be a loving and a healing 
community in a broken world.  As Friends, how can we, through our faith and practice and our 
testimonies, be an agent of change to eliminate the underlying causes of crises in world 
communities, such as poverty and social injustice?  As humans and as Friends, we have an in-built 
longing to right the wrongs and heal the wounds that communities inflict on each other.  "The place 
of prayer is a precious habitation. … I saw this habitation to be safe, to be inwardly quiet, when 
there was great stirring and commotion in the world."  (John Woolman, 1770)  This-year's 
Gathering will be held at the Villa Madonna Retreat House, Rothesay, NB, a 15-minute drive from 
Saint John, and 15 minutes from the Saint John airport. 
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Presenters include: 
 
Gkisedtanamoogk, a member of the Wabanaki 
People and a respected cultural practitioner, 
advocate and bridge-builder between our two 
cultures.  

Mary Lord, Assistant General Secretary for Peace 
and Conflict Resolution, American Friends 
Service Committee. 

Jack Patterson, Quaker United Nations 
Representative, New York. 

Katie Aven, Wolfville Monthly Meeting and 
graduate of the Atlantic School of Theology, will 
lead Bible study on the theme. 

For further information contact 
Barbara Aikman  bsaikman@glinx.com   
Doris Calder  johncald@nbnet.nb.ca  

Directions:  

From Fredericton: Take Route #7 from 
Fredericton. Follow signs to Saint John. Route #7 
merges with Route #1 west of the city of Saint 
John.  Follow Route #1 East, crossing over the 
harbour toll bridge, continue on Route #1 East 
for about 12 km.  (Do not take exit 129 
(ROTHESAY). Take exit 133 Fox Farm Road, 
Rothesay, and follow Fox Farm Road to river. 
Turn left onto Route 100-Rothesay Rd. Travel 
approximately 0.5 km and turn right under 
railway overpass and continue through stone 
pillars marking Villa Madonna.  

From the East, PEI, Nova Scotia, Moncton,  
Sussex: Take  Route #1 West towards Saint John 
to exit 133 (Rothesay). Take exit 133 Fox Farm 
Road (Rothesay) and follow Fox Farm Road to 
river. Turn left onto Route 100-Rothesay Rd. 
Travel approximately 0.5 km and turn right 
under railway overpass and continue through 
stone pillars marking Villa Madonna. 

There will be time for worship-sharing  and 
walks in this peaceful  and tranquil setting:  
The retreat house is a lovely large Victorian 
structure situated on a beautiful 12-acre wooded 
site on the bank of the Kennebecasis River.  
Walking trails and a beach offer pleasant 
opportunity for quiet and relaxation. The 
building is wheelchair-accessible.  The gathering 
will begin on Friday evening and continue until 
Monday morning after breakfast.  There will be a 
children's program per registration and child care 
will be provided. 

Food and Accommodation Arrangements and 
Costs:  Villa Madonna have kindly allowed us 
some low-cost options and arrangements to 
enable us to offer Friends on a budget the 
opportunity to participate.  Friends in need of 
financial assistance should apply to AFG planning 
group for assistance (see registration, p. 3).  

Food-Only Option – No room required. Week-end 
commuters' meals only.  Entire weekend $65 per 
person. Day commuters'  meals only per person 
per day $35.  Please advise names and days on 
registration form 

Accommodation Options - There are 3 options:   

 1) Tenting – limited number of places  - Meals at 
Villa Madonna.  No charge for tent space. "Good 
Camping" rules apply.  

 2 )  Gilbert House –  (across the road from the 
main house) will sleep eleven people, but we 
may be able to squeeze in a few more. Gilbert 
house has four bedrooms and two areas that 
have a hide-a-bed, plus two single beds. It also 
has a full kitchen where people can cook their 
own meals, as well as three full bathrooms. Fees 
for Gilbert House are $25 per person per night.  
Bring own food including staples and bring 
sleeping bag, as we will try to accommodate as 
many as we can with this option. We will do a 
list of all those registered at Gilbert house a few 
weeks before the date so they can coordinate 
food. 

REGISTER EARLY--BY APRIL 20--FOR TENTING 
AND GILBERT HOUSE AS SPACE IS LIMITED 

 
 3) “The Villa” Villa Madonna   Full Room and 
Board. Room rates include overnight stay and 3 
meals and snacks the following day and use of 
all facilities. Bedding: sheets, blankets, 
pillowcases and towels are provided.  $70/person 
(single room) per night (three meals and snacks);  
$125/couple (two adults in same room)   The 
third night, Sunday, the cost is $45 for a single 
room and $65 for a double room as only 
breakfast included on Monday. They will try to 
accommodate special diets within reason. 
Children under 12 in room with parents - extra 
bed or cot, one time charge of $10 - meals and 
snacks $14 per day (kids under 6 eat FREE!). 
Friends in need of financial assistance should 
apply to the AFG planning group (see below). 
Dinner will not be served on Friday evening 
unless requested ahead of time. 
People arriving by 5:30 Friday pm who want a 
meal may have dinner in the dining room at a 
cost of $10. - please indicate below * 
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PLEASE PRINT OFF THIS FORM AND MAIL 
TO ADDRESS  BELOW  
Atlantic Friends Gathering  --- Registration Form  
May 20–23, 2005, Friday evening to after 
breakfast on Monday morning at the Villa 
Madonna Retreat House, Rothesay, NB 
 
 Name ______________________________________ 
 
Address______________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
Tel #   _______________________________  
 
E-Mail Address_______________________________ 
 
 
Names of other family members, partners or 
companions registering with you and sharing 
accommodation with you  
 
Name  _____________________________m   f     
 
 Name ______________________________ m  f  
 
Name  _____________________________m   f        
 
Name ______________________________ m  f  
 
 
Any dietary or special needs or requirements 
______________________________________    
 
______________________________________    
 
Food  and Accommodation  Options and Costs  see 
above   
 

Meals Only Options: Week-end commuters meals only 
- entire weekend $65 per person . 
Name(s) ____________________________________   
   
____________________________________________ 
 
________________________ $ ______________
      
     
Meals only per person per day   $35.       
       
Name _________ __________________ 
Which Days ____________$______________ 
 
Meals only per person per day   $35.   
 
Name ________________________ 
Which Days ____________$______________ 
 
          
Total                  $______________ 
 
 
Payment Method: Send money order, bank draft, or 
personal cheque before APRIL 20  payable to : 
Wolfville Monthly Meeting, c/o Barbara Aikman, 
RR#1, 1869 Melanson Rd., Wolfville, NS, B4P 2R1. 
For more information and updates on this Gathering, 
see www.atlantic.quaker.ca/  
Questions: preferably by e-mail:  
Doris Calder  johncald@nbnet.nb.ca   
Barbara Aikman  bsaikman@glinx.com   
Mel Earley  (902) 455-6222  melearley@hotmail.ca   
 
Note:  You may apply to the above planning group 
for financial support.  Money is available for travel 
and subsidizing those most in need.   
So don't be shy--money is nigh! 
 
 

OPTION   1 
Tenting 

OPTION  2 
Gilbert House (x no. persons) 

OPTION  2 
Villa Madonna SINGLES 

OPTION  2A 
Villa Madonna COUPLES 

     
Fri Meal * $10 x  #     = Fri Meal * $10 x  #     = Fri – Meal * $10 x #  = Fri –Meal * $10 x #  =   
Fri  $ 25           x #      = Fri  $ 25           x #      = Fri     $70  x #             = Fri     $125    x #       = 
Sat  $ 25           x #      = Sat  $ 25           x #      = Sat    $70  x #              = Sat    $125   x #         = 
Sun   $ 25        x #       = Sun   $ 25        x #       = Sun   $45  x #              = Sun   $65     x #         = 
    
Meals $ 65  x #          = C. under 12 x $14 c. under 12  $14 x # c. under 12  $14 x #      = 
 c. under 6 Free c. under 6 Free  ---------------- c. under 6 Free --------------- 
Tenting  fee  FREE Cot/bed $ 10  Cot/bed   $10  Cot/bed   $ 10 
                     
Total  $ Total $ Total  $  Total  $ 
 
                
                                                      * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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Notice:  Atlantic Friend 
Wanted for Yearly Meeting 
Fundraising Committee 
 
Friends concerned about the future of  
CYM, who have either experience with  
fundraising or wish to seek innovative  
ways of helping CYM move from recent  
deficit budgets toward a more sustainable  
future, are serving on this Committee of 
Representative Meeting.  Last year we approved 
a minute resolving to have balanced budgets by 
2006; Fundraising Committee was created to 
respond to this challenge. Please contact Paige 
Kennedy to learn more to offer your insights or 
willingness to serve.  (902) 351-2071, or email 
pairlie@pchg.net 
 
 

Personals 
 
Betty Peterson was honoured on Human Rights 
Day, Dec. 10, with a Human Rights plaque and 
award for Outstanding Commitment to Peace, 
Equality, and Human Rights For All.   
 
    In her 2004 Christmas newsletter Betty writes 
of travelling through Cape Breton country to see 
a one-woman play about a peace activist, Andrea 
Currie, who discovered her Metis background.  
Driving home to her cottage that morning, Betty 
writes, "from that milieu through the glorious 
winding Mabou valley, I was lost in long thoughts 
and my spirits soared at the sight of old farms, 
golden fields, and flowers bursting forth at last 
from their pent-up prison of weeks, months, of 
cold and rain.   
    "Nearing home there were the colourful 
Acadian flags everywhere.  And over the Canso 
Strait on the NS mainland, many celebrated the 
400th anniversary of Champlain landing in the 
Bay of Fundy in 1604 and coming ashore to be 
welcomed and saved from starvation by the 
innocent Mi'kmaq aboriginals. 
    "... I write in such rhapsodic terms because it 
is a far cry from my mood this spring ['04] before 
my annual flight from the city.  Too much 
agonizing and horror at routine deliberate 
violence and blood-spilling worldwide and our 
seeming powerlessness in the face of spreading 
terrorism, only heightened by the super-power to 
our South.  When I think of my former country 
and Washington, DC, I remember Jefferson's 

words on his memorial, 'Indeed I tremble for my 
country when I reflect that God is just, that His 
justice cannot sleep forever.' 
    "... I completed culling my personal records 
and in June deposited in the NS Provincial 
Archives the last of 145 files over 25 years of 
peace and social justice actions in Halifax in 
which I participated.  It seems  
only right that in the naval bastion of Canada 
there is a permanent account of persistent 
groups of activists against war and for social 
justice." 
 
Ann Farrell, former member of NBMM and now 
resident of Toronto, wrote that she has been 
declared free of breast cancer and is just on 
inhibitor medication.  "Wonderful news," she 
writes, "lucky enough to have early detection 
and very swift medical care."  She celebrated her 
80th birthday as well as the "cancer zapping" and 
a trip to Corsica and Sardinia. 
    Her memoirs are being published by NB' Dream 
Catcher Publishing and soon to come out as an e-
book.  
    She started a small Quaker worship group in 
Toronto, meeting in each other's home, as the 
main Friends' House is such a journey. 
    Ann comments, "On a day when George W. has 
just cosied up to Condy Rice, one can only pray, 
drink a large whisky, or generally try to ignore 
the horrors of this world." 
 
Muriel Duckworth quotes from a Massey Lecture 
she heard on CBC, "Now is our last chance to get 
the future right. ... our last chance ..." and she 
comments, "But he doesn't say we can't do it.  
Lots and lots of women and men, and you and I 
are among them, share this awesome 
recognition.  Getting 'the future right' takes a lot 
of love, doesn't it, and commitment to truth in 
the place of neglect, murder, and lies." 
    Muriel's answer to the continuation of the 
Massey quote, "... love between our sisters and 
our brothers all over this world," is, "Love which 
recognizes that war itself is terrorism; love 
which cares as much about the children of 
Sudan, Haiti, and Iraq as we do about our own 
children." 
    Over Muriel's kitchen sink is a poster, "a 
picture of a determined woman kicking a bomb 
and the words are:  
'KICK THE HABIT - JOIN THE PEACEFUL 
MAJORITY'.  We do live in a war economy, and 
that has to change." 
    Muriel recently sent a letter to Lois 
MacDonald, widow of co-founder of Halifax MM 
Alec MacDonald, and to their current Meeting:  
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"Greetings to the Palo Alto Meeting of Friends, 
from the Meeting in Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
Canada. 
    "Alec is very special to us because he and Lois 
and two or three other Friends who came to 
Halifax around 1963 founded our Meeting. 
    "In 1964, this Meeting with nine members was 
welcomed into the Canadian Yearly Meeting. 
Alec was the clerk of our Meeting then, 41 years 
ago. We would have liked to keep them here 
(they both grew up in Nova Scotia) but in 1967 
they returned to California, to Palo Alto. 
    "When we (those of us who had the privilege 
of knowing him) talk about Alec the words that 
commonly appear are: kind, friendly, welcoming, 
gracious.  This is an important clue to the depth 
of Quaker expression on which this Meeting was 
founded. When people came they usually stayed. 
There are now two Friends Meetings in Nova 
Scotia and three worship groups. In the Halifax 
area alone there are more than fifty members. 
Our Meeting continues to be a loving community. 
    "We will be with you in spirit on Sunday, 
holding Lois and her family in the light. 
    "For Halifax Friends Meeting. 
Corrie Douma, Muriel Duckworth, 
Valerie Osborne." 
 
Ellen and Keith Helmuth wrote about the 
wedding reception in Philadelphia for Judy and 
son Eric, after they were married in Buenos Aries 
last summer, which enabled a joint reunion of 
their two families.  They also celebrated 
Thanksgiving in Alabama with son Brendan, 
Rebecca and Julia. 
    The Helmuths write that they feel "fortunate 
to have a homelike place here in Philadelphia, 
and the continuing sense of a home base in New 
Brunswick.   
    "Within our continuing employments at Friends 
General Conference and Penn Book Center we 
are able to live and work within the Quaker 
community in ways that lift up and act on a 
variety of social and environ-mental-justice 
issues.   
    "These are somber times, not so much for the 
complexity of the issues on which solidarity and 
human betterment must be advanced, but for 
the actual regression that now seems to be 
taking place in attitudes, behaviour, and 
relationships at the public level in the US.  When 
asked why he was attending a recent meeting on 
economics and ecology, a friend of ours said, 'I 
am here because progress has been betrayed!'  
That sums it up pretty well."    
  

Daphne Davey writes from PEI:  "What a 
pleasure it was to join Harrow [England] Friends 
for worship on December 12, 2004! …Due to 
family obligations over the years I have been 
unable to attend Harrow Meeting since the mid-
seventies--a case of so near yet so far--so this 
visit was a real trip  
down memory lane.   
    "I attended Harrow Meeting from 1961 to 
1969, at which point I joined the Society of 
Friends and promptly emigrated to Canada.  
"I have such fond memories of Harrow Friends, 
Young Friends, and the many activities in which I 
joined, including several Westminster Monthly 
Meeting-sponsored work camps and junior 
summer camps and Junior Yearly Meeting when it 
was held one year in Durham, not to mention 
many events at the meetinghouse or in Friends' 
homes, and even an appearance in Trafalgar 
Square at a peace rally. 
    "As a young seeker, I was Introduced to 
Quakers at the age of fourteen when our new 
next-door neighbours moved in and brought me 
to meeting (I still keep in touch with the family). 
I can distinctly remember the first day I walked 
through the glass doors into the meeting room, 
and immediately felt I had come home. I never 
left!  I remember with deep affection the many 
adults whose nurturing care influenced me more 
deeply than they could possibly have known. 
    "In 1969 I settled for several years in rural 
Quebec where I periodically attended Montreal 
MM, then to Ontario where I transferred my 
membership from Harrow to Yonge Street MM, 
worshipping in the oldest meetinghouse in 
Canada (built in 1810 and historically restored in 
the 1970s).  
    "In 1978 I moved to PEI where for twelve years 
I was an Isolated Friend, the only Quaker living 
year-round on the Island. In 1991 I helped to 
start up our PEI Worship Group, which became 
affiliated with New Brunswick MM, to which I 
transferred my membership from Yonge Street.  
    "Although our core group on PEI is tiny (we are 
often the literal example of  
'where two or three are gathered together...'!), 
we continue to hold meeting for worship year 
round.  Fortunately for us on PEl, we live in a 
tourist mecca ('Anne of Green Gables' and all 
that), and Friends from all over North America 
find their way here on business or vacation and 
join us for worship, so we really consider 
ourselves at the centre of the universe.  
    "It was therefore a particular delight in 
December to meet three Friends who were 
among the over two dozen who signed the flyleaf 
of the copy of Advices & Queries that Harrow 
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Meeting gave me as a gift when I became a 
member in 1969." 
    Daphne has now heard from a Friend in 
Harrow Meeting who has realized, from this 
article submitted to their newsletter, that she 
went to school at Ackworth (Quaker boarding 
school in Yorkshire) with John Clement of the PEI 
Worship Group! "The world seems to be shrinking 
daily," Daphne comments. 
 
Membership:  Sheila Richardson has been 
welcomed into Wolfville Monthly Meeting, 
January 2005. Kamila Nasr and Gwenyth Dwyn 
were welcomed into Wolfville Monthly Meeting, 
February 2005. 
In Memoriam:  Alec MacDonald, in Palo Alto, CA, 
co-founder of Halifax Monthly Meeting. 
 

Outreach/Ecumenical 
 

Used Postage Stamps Raise 
Money for Quaker Projects 
From Maida Follini 
 
Brad Hathaway, who coordinates the Quaker 
Missions Project at Mattapoisett Friends Meeting 
on Cape Cod in Massachusetts, writes:  "Dear 
Friends, Thank you for the stamps."  Started in 
1999, "We have now raised $38,050 for 'good 
works' led by Friends World Committee for 
Consultation, and Right Sharing of World 
Resources. Please keep collecting stamps."   
    Brad and other volunteers package the stamps 
sent to them, and fill orders from Stamp 
Collector Companies.  The project raised $7,325 
during 2004 alone, from stamps donated by 
Friends from all over.  
It is suggested that used stamps be carefully cut 
from envelopes, leaving enough room for the 
stamp edges and perforations to be unharmed. If 
a stamp is torn, it is worthless.  Brad also says 
not to save US 37-cent flag stamps, or U.S. 34- 
cent Statue of Liberty stamps, as they are too 
common to be saleable. "All other stamps, 
domestic and foreign, are welcome."   
    The project also resells picture postcards in 
their entirety; old and new covers (envelopes) of 
philatelic value; and historical paper including 
photographs, documents, prints, and autographs.    
The Quaker Mission Project has sent funds to 
support Friends' work in Vietnam, Ramallah, 
Kenya, Costa Rica, Cuba, and Nepal, as well as 
many other projects. 
    Friends may send stamps to Maida Follini, 183 
East Victoria Street, Amherst, Nova Scotia B4H 

1Y7, who will collect them, package them and 
send them off to Brad Hathaway in Mattapoisett, 
MA.    
 

Book Review of The Hidden 
Heart of the Cosmos, by 
Brian Swimme 
By Linda Foy, in Sackville Tribune-Post 
  
    "The Hidden Heart of the Cosmos, by Brian 
Swimme, is an accessible, succinct, and awe-
inspiring inquiry of how we humans are 
imbedded in the universe.  Swimme is a 
scientist; a mathematical cosmologist to be 
exact.  He defines Cosmology as the exploration 
of the origin, development and destiny of the 
universe.  It is a wisdom tradition, which draws 
on science, religion, art, and philosophy, with 
the aim not so much to postulate theories, as to 
transform our experience. 
    "I, personally, welcome any sincere dialogue 
between, or integration of, science and religion.  
We now realize that all ways of knowing the 
world are influ-enced by the 'knower'.  Our 
interpretation of the truth has changed over the 
millennia and will continue to change.  This is a 
good and humbling thing.  It opens the door for 
wonder and diversity.  Swimme calls the universe 
sacred, and he explains its origins, and ours, in 
terms of recent scientific discoveries.  This view 
does not threaten my faith.  As a Quaker, I can 
love the sacred text I am most familiar with, and 
appreciate other teachings.   
    "I believe in a loving intelligence (I call it God) 
which is responsible for our existence, and which 
is concerned about all aspects of our lives, but I 
have no idea how to 'pin down' this presence.  
For me, the belief that we are stardust and the 
result of a fifteen billion-year process is every bit 
as divine as the notion that all was created 
several thousand years ago over the course of six 
days. 
    "With reverence-soaked intent, Swimme 
describes how our solar system is located among 
three billion other stars in the Milky Way; how 
the Milky Way is one of a number of galaxies 
spread out over several million light years in a 
system called the Local Group; and how the 
Local Group revolves around a central hub called 
the Virgo Cluster, which consists of a thousand 
galaxies and itself is one of ten million such 
clusters!  The scale of our galaxy alone is such 
that when we look up and see the constellation 
Sagittarius, which is roughly in the centre of the 
Milky Way, the light we are seeing left those 
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stars 30,000 light years ago, which is when 
woolly mammoths roamed the earth. 
    "Yet, the astonishing and glorious part is not 
really about size and numbers.  It is about 
generosity.  For instance, our own sun transforms 
four million tons of itself into light each second.  
Each second, the sun is giving itself over to 
become energy, of which we partake with every 
bite we eat.  When we admire generosity in 
others, we are instinctively recognizing the true 
nature of existence.  
    "Swimme speaks about such startling 
discoveries as the fact that the universe's 
expansion is not the result of galaxies moving 
through an already existing, fixed space.  Rather, 
it is a result of space between galaxy clusters 
rushing into existence.  'A wild spirit breathes 
forth billowing chasms of space that explode the 
primaeval fireball into a great growing immensity 
at whose centre we find ourselves.'  Swimme 
explains how scientists have tried to create 
vacuums in space only to find that particles 
simply 'foam' into existence.  Abundance is 
literally everywhere. 
    "The reason why Swimme wrote this book is to 
help promote a 'new story' for humanity.  He 
mentions many of the mistakes we have made 
which threaten our health, happiness, and very 
existence.  One in particular concerns the 
ideology that most children in the world are 
learning; that is, a belief system known as 
consumerism.  He says the amount of time our 
teenagers spend absorbing advertising is more 
than the total time they spend in high school. 
    "Consumerism is not about life-sustaining 
values.  Rather, it promotes the idea of the Earth 
as a commodity.  Swimme believes we can leave 
our mistakes behind and move on to a way of 
living on the Earth that is loving, just, and 
sustainable. 
    "The Hidden Heart of the Cosmos is a 'wonder-
full' read.  I'll leave the last word to Swimme's 
fellow cosmologist, Thomas Berry:  'In the end, 
the Universe can only be explained in terms of 
celebration.  It is all an exuberant expression of 
existence itself.'" 

Monthly Meeting Minutes 
 

Halifax MM 
 
Notes from a Meeting for Worship for Business, 
January 2, 2005, 18 present, 7 regrets 

Food irradiation:  We approved sending a 
letter on food irradiation to Ujjal Dosanjh, the 

federal Minister of Health with copies to 
opposition critics. 

First Day School Committee: The 
Committee feels it important for people to think 
about the role of First Day School in the life of 
the Meeting.  On January 9, Dartmouth and 
Halifax Friends will consider the following 
questions: How do we vision First Day School as 
adding to the life of the Meeting?  How are we 
willing to participate?   

Library Committee: Sylvia Mangalam has 
donated books to the library.  These will be 
marked with a book plate in memory of J.J. 
Mangalam.  We thank Sylvia for this gift.   

Representative Meeting: We received a 
report from Paige Kennedy on the November 
2003 Representative Meeting.  We ask the clerk 
to clarify the minute regarding FUM's hiring 
policy regarding those in same-sex relationships. 

Farmhouse offer: Halifax Friends have 
been offered the use of a farmhouse near 
Pugwash, owned by a resident of Maine, for U.S. 
conscientious objectors.  At this time, we 
question the suitability of the location which is 
at a distance from Quakers, employment, a 
community of support and legal advice.  
However, we recognize the value of exploring 
this offer which may help us identify both needs 
and resources. 

Legal marriage: Christine Richards and 
Martha Lee, who were married under the care of 
Halifax MM on July 28, 2001 have requested that 
they renew their marriage vows under the care 
of the Meeting in order to legally register the 
marriage with the province of Nova Scotia.  
 
 
 

Wolfville MM 
 
Excerpts from M4W4B January 16, 2005, 
Horton Community Centre.  Present:  Gwenyth 
Dwyn, Carol Bradley, Barbara Aikman, Dale 
Gruchy, David Mangle, Jasmine Land, Bruce 
Dienes (Acting Clerk), Penni Burrell (Recording 
Clerk). 
 

Membership committee:  It was 
recommended that Sheila Richardson be 
welcomed into the Wolfville Quaker Meeting. 
The minute was approved and a plan to give 
Sheila a copy of Christian Faith and Practice as 
soon as one is available.  Public announcement 
of the new members will be sent by Carol to 
Canadian Friend, CYM, and Edith Miller. 
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Ministry and Counsel Report: Three items 
were presented and approved: 
1) Gwenyth stated that the question of whether 
the applicant for membership should be present 
was brought to M&C. M&C affirmed the principal 
of inclusion at M4W4B at WMM, and that the 
option of attending should be offered to the 
applicant to attend with full knowledge of the 
recommendation being brought forward.  Anyone 
with comments about this are welcome to share 
them with an M&C member.  
2) No response has been received from the 
Continuing Committee of M&C about the letter 
sent by WMM about the "Truth and Love" packet.  
3) Ministry and Counsel would like to offer a 
worship-sharing format with the theme, "seeking 
unity in meeting" -- decision- making process for 
M4W4B.  This would be held on January 30 during 
our regular worship time. 

STUDY GROUP SESSIONS are:  Sundays at 
2.00-3.30:  January 23, February 27, March 27, 
and April 24th, with an all-day Saturday Retreat 
in April (Katie will facilitate).   
The theme for the Sunday sessions will draw on 
Historical influences leading to where we are 
now as individuals and a community of Quakers 
(locally and globally), in keeping with the theme 
of 2005 CYM: "Weaving our Past and Present into 
Our Future" 

Wolfville-Area Interchurch Council:  
There will be a week of prayer for Christian unity 
from January 24-30, at which Gwenyth will 
represent WMM.  WAICC is sponsoring an 
initiative to ban Video Lottery Terminals.  The 
Atlantic Ecu-menical Council Meeting will be held 
in May in Wolfville.  There will be public events 
that will be announced.  

Discussion of Budget:  People were asked 
to consider the purchasing of books for the 
Meeting in the budget.  We need to know if the 
rent for the hall will increase.  Emergency 
support for people in the Wolfville Quaker 
Community is to be referred to M&C and how it 
will be reflected in the budget.  We need to 
consider an increase in donations to Wolfville-
Area Interchurch Council (WAICC)?  The recording 
of Donations in the budget needs to be organized 
as "Quaker" and "Community". 

Atlantic Friends Gathering:  Regarding 
New Brunswick's request to have the event 
rotated on a three-term version:  Wolfville is not 
comfortable with this proposal.  An ad hoc 
committee was struck to discuss this issue.  
Penni and Barbara are directed to identify other 
options.  

Canadian Faith and Practice:  A response 
to discussion about the "Stages of Life" chapter is 
needed by March 18. Referred to M&C.  

Social Concerns Issues:  Farm House for 
Draft Dodgers, Response to Canadian 
participation in Anti-Missile Defense, and 
Response to WAIC's initiative to ban VLT's in Nova 
Scotia (www.vltmenace.ca).  If anyone is 
interested please take a leading: for more 
information please contact the clerk.  If 
interested in the concern about VLTs, please 
contact Bruce.  To be laid over until Social 
Concerns process is or is not developed.  

Quaker International Affairs Program's 
request for financial assistance: To be referred 
to Treasurer for consideration, with information, 
which is to be found at QIAP website: 
www.qiap.ca  

Assistant Clerk:  It was suggested that 
with Marilyn being absent over the next months 
for a number of meetings, we consider 
appointing an assistant clerk. 

Relief in Asia - CFSC can receive 
donations earmarked for long-term development 
in these areas. CFSC is currently investigating the 
best ways to help. 

Outreach Committee Report: Sheila 
Richardson wrote the following summary of the 
report.  The meeting approved the submission of 
the proposed budget to be found in the report to 
Yearly Meeting Outreach Fund.  

Proposal for Outreach Funding for 2005 
of WMM Outreach Committee 
Wolfville Meeting has been growing steadily in 
the last few years. From meeting in members' 
homes with a typical attendance of 3 to 8 
people, we now have a regular public meeting 
place with a typical attendance of 12 to 15. Our 
recent Christmas Potluck and Family Night 
attracted over 50 people. 

After two years of subsidy for the rental 
of meeting space, we are now taking on that 
expense ourselves. This involves a considerable 
increase in our budget and leaves us looking for 
sources of funds to continue our outreach 
efforts. 

The key issue that Outreach Committee 
has identified for 2005 is visibility. We would like 
Wolfville Quaker Meeting to have more of a 
presence in the community, as we believe that 
there are many like-minded people in the area 
who would be interested in Quaker faith and 
practice, but who either do not know we exist, 
or do not know enough about Quakers to spark a 
visit. 
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We propose to heighten the visibility of 
Quakers in the community by 
1) Designing and purchasing a large sign to 
announce the existence of our weekly Meetings 
for Worship. This sign would be portable and so 
could be used at our current meeting space at 
Hortonville Hall, or at other events such as open 
houses or workshops that we present to the 
general public. 
2) We would like to advertise in local media, 
especially in publications put out by local 
organizations and businesses. A clear showing of 
support for local initiatives will help to build a 
positive image of Quakers in the community, as 
well as getting our message out. Such 
publications would include local school 
newsletters and programmes from their events; 
local Newspapers, and the Grapevine. 
3) We will take advantage of opportunities for 
free publicity such as: the "Church Pages" and 
"Valley Events" in the Advertiser newspaper, e-
lists such as "What's Happening in Wolfville" and 
"Community Events" and other events calendars 
such as announcements on CBC and local media. 
4) Holding a public outreach event such as an 
open house. 
5) Making sure we have sufficient copies of our 
brochure and designing a simpler two-sided 3 x 8 
card as another promotion medium. These will 
be placed in local businesses, visitor centres, 
Acadia University and other appropriate venues. 
6) Working with Religious Education Committee 
to determine which Meeting events are 
appropriate to advertise to the general public, to 
give opportunity for people to learn more about 
Quakerism. 
 

New Brunswick MM 
 
Excerpts from M4W4B, January 16, 2005, at the 
home of Marilyn & Harry Roper, Houlton, Maine.  
Present:  Martha McClure (Clerk), Marilyn Roper, 
Harry Roper, Janet Campbell, Peggy Ryan, 
Stephen Ryan, Allison Connell, Anna Dulin, Jonna 
Dulin, John Richards, Peggy Bergman, Micah 
Ryan, Joshua Ryan, Vince Zelazny 
 

Atlantic Friends Gathering Account:  
There is a surplus of funds in the AFG account.  
NBMM has considered ways of using surplus AFG 
funds.  We recommend disbursement of surplus 
money to be used as an equalization fund to help 
Friends and Attenders meet the costs of 
participation.  We authorize the planning 
committee to take responsibility for disbursing 

the funds.  We ask Vince to communicate this 
decision to Halifax MM and Wolfville MM. 

AFG Communications Committee:  NBMM 
approves the terms of reference for the AFG 
Communications Committee.  We confirm Vince 
Zelazny's appointment as member, with Jeff 
Brown's appointment as alternate, for a term 
ending Sept. 2006. 

Friends General Conference: The Meeting 
signifies its support for FGC with a $50 donation. 

Quaker International Affairs Program:  
The Meeting approves sending $100 to support 
QIAP.  We feel they do excellent work. 

Canadian Friends Service Committee 
Project:  Regarding the proposed partnership of 
NBMM with the Phoenix Zululand project in South 
Africa as suggested by the Jails and Justice 
Committee of CFSC (see Jan.-Feb. issue, p. 7), 
Vince will investigate further and develop a 
proposal for fund- raising in time for next 
Monthly Meeting.  
 

STOP PRESS 
E-mail from Kerry MacAdam-Radix (CYM Office 
Administrator) re Suzette Wollinger (CYM 
Bookkeeper), Feb. 22/05. 
 
“Dear Friends, 
   It is with deep sadness that I must share news 
of our dear friend Suzette. After 15 years of 
battling cancer head-on, Suzette passed away 
this morning at 4:00 a.m. quietly and peacefully. 
   She was always very appreciative of the care 
and support she received from many F/friends 
through CYM. I had the opportunity to visit her for 
the last time shortly before she entered palliative 
care on February 7th.  She was continually 
surrounded by her family and friends. 
   I came to a huge realization of just how many 
people she touched over the years of working with 
CYM … 
   If anyone wishes to make a donation in her 
memory to the Canadian Cancer Society, you 
may do so and forward the acknowledgement 
card either to me at the [CYM] office whereby I'll 
ensure they get to her house or to her 
address. Her husband's name is Tony Wollinger; 
their children are Adam and Emily. Their address 
is 8 Sarah Street, Casselman, ON  K0A 1M0 or 
you may send it to me at CYM, 91A Fourth 
Avenue, Ottawa, ON  K1S 2L1.   
   My life is better for having known her and 
experienced a friendship with her. I'll miss her 
greatly... as I'm sure you will too. Your prayers for 
her family are needed now as they have to deal 
with the loss of a wife and a mother.” 


