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Editor's Comments 
 
The following letter from Orion made my 
day:  "Thank you for another great issue of 
the Atlantic Friend. I know it must be a bit 
of work and certainly it's an ongoing 
commitment that is faithfully and well 
undertaken. I enjoy reading it very much as 
it both keeps me in touch with the news of 
the community of which I was first a part, 
and helps me keep abreast of what is going 
on so that I can share bits of news within 
CFSC so we know what good and interesting 
things the eastern Friends are thinking 
about and doing.  

 
 
 
 
 
"Hope you had a wonderful Christmas and 
wishing both you and Michael a happy new  
year.  Orion"  [Thanks so much, Orion, for 
your responsiveness.  E.M.]  
 
 
In 1657 George Fox advised:  Friends, meet 
together and know one another in that 
which is eternal, which was before the 
world was. 

 
 
Announcements 
 
Aeolians' fourth year 
Celebrating Women's 
Concert for International 
Women's Day, 2006    
 
Muriel Duckworth is one of four outstanding 
Nova Scotia women who will be honoured 
at this concert for International Women's 
Day on Sunday, March 5 at 8 p.m. at the 
Rebecca Cohn Auditorium of the Dalhousie 
Arts Centre.  The theme of the concert this 
year is “Celebrating Mother Earth,” and as 
well as recognizing Muriel Duckworth for 
her peace activities, three other women 
will be honoured: Elizabeth May, Executive 
Director of the Sierra Club; artist/author 
"bird lady" Linda Johns; and Oceans 
Institute Director, the late Elisabeth Mann  
Borgese. 
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AVP Workshop in 
Community 
 
An Alternatives to Violence Project 
workshop on March 3-5 is being given at 
Central United Church, 150 Queen Street, 
Moncton.  This is noteworthy for its being a 
community workshop, meaning, not only 
that it's open to outside inquirers, but that 
prison staff may attend.  They had not 
been able to take any of the workshops 
because of inmates' need for 
confidentiality.  At last, guards and other 
staff, even the chaplain, Greg Frazer, can 
experience the benefits of AVP first-hand.   
 
We believe that there is a power for peace 
and good in everyone, and that this power 
gives us the ability to transform violence.  
AVP builds upon a spiritual base of respect 
and caring for self and others. 
 
 
The workshop will be in six sessions from 
Fri. the 3rd through Sun. the 5th.  Some of 
the participants of the Nov. '05 workshop in 
Dorchester, who have completed three 
levels of AVP, will be new Apprentice 
Facilitators of the upcoming workshop.   
Contact: Michael Miller, 506-454-5882, or: 
memiller@nb.sympatico.ca. 
Or, contact: James LeBlanc, 506-386-5760, 
or: avp@rogers.com. 
 
Workshop/Retreat in NS 
 
On Saturday, March 11 Annapolis Valley 
MM will offer “The Role of Silence in 
Religion: Study and Practice,” 11:00 a.m. 
to 7:00 p.m. It is a day-long workshop/ 
retreat, supper potluck, open to our Valley 
wider community and Quakers throughout 
Atlantic Canada. Leaders: John and Doris 
Calder of New Brunswick MM.  
Location: Greenwich Community Hall. 
Take Exit 11 on the Highway 101, and drive 
down to the traffic light, then turn left, 
driving until you see the Greenwich Road 
on the left side of the Road (about 0.2 km, 
across from Noggins Farm Market).  Turn 
left onto this road and the Hall can be 
found on your left past just one house. 

AFG in May 19-22 
 
Atlantic Friends Gathering this May 19-22 
will be at Camp Ta-Wa-Si again—the site 
that was a hit in 2003.  The camp is on the 
Northumberland Strait, about 25 minutes 
west of Cape Jourimain and Confederation 
Bridge, on a point with a stunning view of 
the sunset.  Our AFG Planning Committee is 
seeking suggestions and volunteers for the 
program:    
Jessie Tellez:  (902) 445-2453 
Claire Henry:   (902) 446-0641 
Bruce Dienes:  (902) 678-6390 
Andrew Miller: (506) 455-5981 
or by email at afgplan@atlantic.quaker.ca 
 
Linda Foy has agreed to help (be the on-
site contact and to help organize the Friday 
evening meal) but has declined acting as 
NBMM rep for the AFG organizing 
committee.  We ask nominations 
committee to find someone who can serve 
in this position.    
 

 
Hampton Worship Group 
 
After difficulty in maintaining a worship 
group for some years, Friends in the Saint 
John, NB, area have laid down Hampton 
Worship Group of NBMM.  The departure 
some years ago of Judith and Les Camps 
from Hampton, a central site for meeting,  
has meant that Friends must travel more 
distance to meet than is easy or practical.  
They have compensated by other 
arrangements, ecumenical or social. 
         
Doris and John Calder have been meeting 
every Tues. night in a Meditation group.  A 
mix of a Buddhist practitioner, a Jewish 
couple, mainstream Protestants, and the 
Quaker Calders meet in the Calder home 
for silent meditation, talking circle, and 
drumming, followed by herbal tea and 
cookies.  Doris finds these meetings, 
although somewhat but not quite like 
Quaker Meeting, refreshing.  
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Personals 
Marilyn and Harry Roper report, among 
other news in their Christmas newsletter, 
that "Harry has passed on the baton to a 
younger musician to conduct the Northern 
Maine Chamber Orchestra after 20 years.  
This way he can enjoy playing French horn 
and/or viola as needed and not have to 
worry about hassles.  Our weekly Quaker 
Worship Group, ecumenical activities, harp 
group (Marilyn), weekly hospital and day-
care volunteering, helping out with an art 
organization in town (Harry), and our every 
Friday silent Vigil for Peace keep us from 
rusting-out.  A course in the Maliseet 
Language has added a challenge this fall. 

"Needless to say, our hearts are heavy 
about the amount of violence in the world, 
both 'sanctioned' (i.e. war) and 
unsanctioned (i.e. terrorism) which result 
in the same bloody bodies, maimed limbs 
and broken lives.  We look forward to a 
more peaceful 2006.  However, it may be 
that our generation has failed miserably in 
bringing about a more peaceful planet.  
Time will tell.  We have never regretted 
giving up our jobs in 1982 so that we legally 
do not have to pay federal taxes (most 
years) for war and preparations for war.  
We are grateful for the many life-
enhancing organizations to which we can 
donate funds.  God bless all folks of good 
will everywhere on Earth, and help us pray 
for our enemies as we have been 
instructed."  

A letter from Karen Burke, a New England-
Atlantic Friends Gathering Friend in Maine, 

writes, in part, "I missed seeing you both in 
Oct. but look forward very much to 10/06.  
Pondtown Friends meet on 1/8 at my house 
for worship and our annual Xmas party.  We 
always listen to Michael's Peace Cantata 
[Michael Miller's CD] to start our Xmas 
Meeting." 

Another Maine Friend, Mary-Lib Eyerer 
(daughter of Jean Morse), writes that her 
daughter Anna Eyerer, who also attended 
last NEAFG, "got into Haverford College, 
early decision.  She's going to start learning 
the viola and slow down on violin for a 
while.  Til next Oct. …" 

Pam Mills, who travels when she's not 
attending Sackville Worship Group, writes 
from Australia, "I'm visiting my family; at 
the moment I'm staying with my sister April 
in the Capetee Valley, west of the Blue 
Mts. (west of Sydney).  You'd like it here 
because there are lots of birds. …  

"I've been helping her with tree planting— 

110 trees and shrubs so far.  They all have 
to be protected from kangaroos, wombats, 
and rabbits, so it is a lot of work.  For each 
seedling from a 1-litre container, you need 
a pick/mattock, crowbar, hand-trowel, and 
hammer.  You have to fetch buckets of 
water from the dam.  You use the p/m to 
break the ground, with occasional help 
from the crowbar.  You use the trowel to 
shape the bottom of the hole.  You use the 
hammer to fix the iron or bamboo stakes 
for the wire cages of 'plastic' cardboard 
shelters.  Until last night's thunderstorm, 
the ground had no moisture at all, so you 
can imagine the work that is involved!  
Next week we are going to Queensland to 
visit my other sister Patricia (2 days' drive) 
and her family.  

"Here is a question for the children:  In 
which direction does the water swirl when 
it goes down the plughole of a sink or 
basin? – in Australia? – in Canada?""   

Keith and Ellen Helmuth write from 
Philadelphia of enjoying wild geese, a red-
tail hawk, birds for their four bird feeders, 
and, surprisingly, a woodcock in Center 
City Philly.  "We continue in our 
employments at the Penn Book Center 
(Keith) and Friends General Conference 
(Ellen), and feel most fortunate to have 
work we enjoy and can still do. 

"Ellen is active with several committees 
and Keith is serving as secretary of the new 
Quaker 'think tank' Quaker Institute for the 
Future.  We are also involved with a major 
project known as 'the greening of Friends 
Center' … a project to retrofit the whole 
complex to the highest level of ecologically 
sound building design.  When completed, it 
will be a first for ecological design 
renovation at this scale."  [The brand-new 
Friends Committee on National Legislation 
building in Washington, DC, also is a model 
of "green" design, perhaps not on the same 
scale, though.  E.M.] 



 

 

4

4 

"One of the questions that often comes up 
these days is how to cultivate a sense of 
hopefulness about the near-term future.  
Given current trends in cultural conflict 
and ecological irresponsibility, it is not 
easy.  But many persons are now thinking 
hard about new ways of conduct and 
living."        

Barbara Conway writes: "I have slowed 
down quite a bit but still enjoying life.  For 
a birthday treat in Sept. Sara AvMaat took 
me to Long Reach, NB.  We spent a night 
with Doris & John Calder & had Meeting in 
their house.  On the way home we found a 
waterfall that I have been looking for for a 
long time." 

Annapolis Valley MM joyfully welcomes the 
birth of Silas Eamon Daniel Conlin-Morse on 
Sunday, October 23, 2005 at 2:59 a.m.  His 
mother is Wolfville MM member Christy Ann 
Conlin. 

Seana Kozar, attender of the Dartmouth 
Worship Group, has won an award at a film 
festival in Calgary for her animated film 
"The Viper". Congratulations to Seana.  
Someday perhaps we can be entertained by 
all or some of her films. 

Joel Miller, former NB Young Friend and son 
of Michael & Edith, has won the Quebec 
Opus Prize, for best jazz concert of the 
year.  (See Personals section of the Sept.-
Oct. Newsletter issue.) Opus categories are 
in classical, jazz, and contemporary, for 
compositions, albums, and concerts.  The 
press release writes: "On Sunday, January 
22, the Conseil québécois de la musique 
awarded the Prix Opus to Joel Miller for: 
Concert de l'année - Jazz et Musique du 
Monde: JOEL MILLER – Mandala [Joel's 
band].  This concert took place this past 
summer during the Festivale L'Off at  

O Patro Vys [nightclub] on July 2, 2005.  
Congratulations to Joel, his musicians, and 
L'équipe de L'Off!!!!"  Joel has also just 
been nominated for the 2006 Canadian 
Indie Awards for best band performance. 

Daphne Davey has just learned that a book 
she edited and indexed last year has won a 
publishing award for its author, Wayne 
MacKinnon, from the PEI Museum and 
Heritage Association. 

In Memoriam 
We are sad to learn from Marilyn Manzer of 
the death of her brother on Jan. 5, from 
cancer at the age of 57.  We will hold you 
in the Light, Marilyn. 
 
 
 

Quaker Activities 
and Outreach 
 
 
CnR Travels 
 
As Atlantic/eastern Canada members of the 
Consultation and Renewal Working Group 
(CnR), Michael Miller and Marilyn Manzer 
continue visiting Monthly Meetings and 
Worship Groups in eastern Canada with a 
set of queries for their feelings and 
comments on their Meetings and their 
relationship with Canadian Yearly Meeting.  
Michael and Edith Miller will be visiting 
Montreal MM and Thousand Island MM in 
March. 
 
 
 
CQPS Update 
 
The Editorial Board of Canadian Quaker 
Pamphlet Series, consisting of six members 
of New Brunswick Monthly Meeting, has 
completed the editing of three pamphlets 
so far, with three more to go in their term.  
The latest, coming out in the March issue of 
The Canadian Friend, is Toward a New 
Vision of Justice, by Marc Forget.  The 
present Editorial Board of four members 
planned to meet Feb. 25 at the Miller 
home, to discuss editorial procedures on 
the pamphlets. 
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The Efficacy of Peace 
Activism 
 
Excerpts from an article sent by Alleson 
Kase    
 
An article that Christian Peacemakers Team 
member William Payne finds gives hope---
to CPT as an organization in this difficult 
moment and to him personally--is: "Have 
Peace Activists Ever Stopped a War," by 
Lawrence S. Wittner. 
  
Dr. Wittner is professor of history at the 
State University of New York/Albany and 
the author of Toward Nuclear Abolition: A 
History of the World Nuclear Disarmament 
Movement, 1971 to the Present (Stanford 
University Press). He delivered the 
following paper on January 7, 2006, at a 
forum sponsored by Historians Against the 
War at the annual meeting of the American 
Historical Association. 
 
After the article reviews wars that have 
quashed or not been influenced by peace 
movements, he also refers to the contrary.  
He concludes that, "Although there is 
considerable room for additional research 
on peace movement efficacy, I think it is 
fair to say that, on numerous occasions, 
peace activism has exercised a restraining 
influence on U.S. foreign and military 
policy." 
 
For further information, see on Dr. 
Wittner's website:  Have Peace Activists 
Ever Stopped a War?  
http://hnn.us/articles/20367.html  
 
 
 

Quaker Christian 
Peacemaker Held Hostage 
in Iraq 
 
An article in The Sackville Tribune-Post 
"Voices of Faith" column, by Maida Follini 
 
The Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) 
has long held to the testimony of pacifism.  
In a 1660 Declaration to King Charles II of 

England, Friends wrote: "All bloody 
principles and practices we do utterly 
deny, with all outward wars, and strife, 
and fightings with outward weapons, for 
any end, or under any pretense 
whatsoever, and this is our testimony to 
the whole world." 
 
One Quaker witness to this Peace 
Testimony is Tom Fox, a member of 
Langley Hill Friends Meeting in McLean, 
Virginia, serving on a Christian Peacemaker 
Team in Baghdad, Iraq.  On Nov. 26, 2005, 
Fox was kidnapped, along with three other 
peacemakers by a terrorist group calling 
themselves the "Swords of Righteousness 
Brigade."  The Arabic television station, Al 
Jazeera, broadcast a video of the four 
captives [including Tom Fox, age 54]. 
 
Christian Peacemaker Teams (CPT) is an 
organization sponsored by several Christian 
churches, including the Church of the 
Brethren, Friends United Meeting 
(Quakers), and the Mennonite churches of 
Canada and the USA.  Their mission is to 
offer an organized, nonviolent alternative 
to war and other forms of lethal inter-
group conflict.  CPT places trained 
violence-reduction teams in [crises] around 
the world, at the invitation of local peace 
and human rights workers.  Teams 
currently work along the Arizona-Mexican 
border, in Colombia, in Palestine, and in 
Iraq.  [They also were observers during the 
Burnt Church conflict in May 2000.] 
 
Christian Peacemakers have been in 
Baghdad since October 2002, when the 
Saddam Hussein dictatorship was still in 
power, and have continued there during 
the 2003 war until the present. 
 
CPTs are typically made up of four to six 
people trained in the skills of 
documentation, observation, nonviolent 
intervention, and "ministries of presence."  
Like other peace groups, CPT has found 
that often the presence of an observer can 
reduce or prevent violence.  Or if not 
prevent it, can document it so that by 
alerting the world community, steps may 
be taken to ameliorate the situation.  
Nonviolent intervention is sometimes used, 
such as demonstrations and blocking the 
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way in front of aggressive forces.  Peace 
groups wish to strengthen the position of 
innocent persons who do not wish to 
participate in violence, and to change the 
minds of those dedicated to violence. 
 
Tom Fox was born in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, and graduated from George 
Peabody College for Teachers with a 
degree in music performance and 
education.  As a clarinetist, he spent 20 
years playing with the Marine Corps Band, 
mostly in the Washington, DC, area.  He has 
two college-age children. 
 
He has worshipped with Quakers for 22 
years.  Two years ago, he left his position 
as assistant manager of a grocery store to 
join CPT.  He received peacemaker training 
at Eastern Mennonite University in 
Harrisburg, VA.  Those who know Tom Fox 
describe him as a quiet and peaceful man, 
respectful of everyone, who holds to the 
Quaker belief that "there is that of God in 
every person."  He has served as an adult 
leader of youth programs, and worked at a 
Quaker camp for youth. 
 
In Iraq, Tom and his colleagues were 
investigating the conditions of Iraqi 
detainees held by Iraqi government and US 
military forces.  CPT was attempting to 
report on, and ameliorate abuses of 
prisoners.  Fox, Norman Kember, James 
Loney, and Harmeet Singh Sooden were 
kidnapped while they were on their way to 
a meeting with a Muslim leader to discuss 
concerns of the families of imprisoned 
Iraqis. 
 
At the time of writing this article, no word 
has been heard of the four peacemakers 
since Al Jazeera broadcast their pictures as 
captives.  Prayers and petitions for their 
release have come from their families and 
friends, their religious communities, and 
from a wide variety of supporters of peace, 
including both Christian and Muslim groups. 
 

 
 

Social Auditing: More 
Than Just Window 
Dressing 
 
Excerpts from an article in The Atlantic Co-
operator, Oct. '05, by Daphne Davey. 
 
It used to be that businesses strove to make 
the greatest profit without regard to their 
social impact.  But times are changing—for 
the better.  Today, more and more 
businesses, especially co-operatives, are 
jumping on the social audit bandwagon.  
Social auditing has become not just "the 
thing to do" but "the right thing to do." 
 
A social audit is a process of evaluating and 
reporting on a business's social performance 
—the effects its operations have on specific 
groups and the public wellbeing.  Although 
similar to a financial audit, it is much more 
subjective and therefore less rigorous.  It 
focuses principally on the social 
responsibilities, accomplishments, and 
deficiencies of an organization in order to 
improve its treatment of staff, customers, 
the community, and the environment. 
 
While some businesses have adopted social 
auditing with more interest in the trend, 
others have genuinely embraced the 
principle.  Among the latter can be found 
an increasing number of credit unions, 
including Metro Credit Union in 
Charlottetown and Stratford, the largest 
credit union in Prince Edward Island. 
 
Metro's social audit committee was 
instituted a decade ago, with a mandate 
"to ensure Metro Credit Union acts in a 
socially responsible manner in all aspects of 
operations." 
 
The six-member committee includes 
representatives from the board, members 
at large, and staff, who report to the 
membership at every second annual general 
meeting.  They meet in a two-year cycle to 
audit five areas (following the model of the 
Credit Union Central of Nova Scotia):  
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Community Involvement 
Decision Making 
Environmental Impact 
Human Resources 
Product and Service Performance. 
                       --------------- 
Accountability is the cry in the street, with 
an increasing demand for full-spectrum 
responsibility.  And credit unions, by their 
nature, are well placed to respond. 
 
 

RenewCoop 
Linda Foy recently sent around an 
invitation to become members of  
"RenewCoop: Community Members 
Cooperatively Investing in Green Energy." 
Excerpts of their documents follow: 
 
RenewCoop is a "green" energy investment 
cooperative located in the Tantramar 
region of NB [Sackville is within the 
region].  We provide opportunities for 
people to invest in environmentally 
friendly, innovative and sustainable energy 
initiatives that will benefit our region.  Our 
profits not only reward investors—they also 
develop local sustainability. 
 
RenewCoop has been formed to provide 
small, medium and large investors the 
opportunity to get involved in the 
development and ownership of renewable 
energy projects that directly benefit our 
region.  The timing is great, because the 
Government of New Brunswick, under the 
province's Renewable Portfolio Standard, 
wants renewable sources to produce 33 per 
cent of the energy consumed by New 
Brunswickers by the year 2016.  RenewCoop 
will be looking at ways to invest in 
renewable production, with potential 
projects in: 
 
Wind Energy Production 
Tidal Power Generation 
Biodiesel 
Hydrogen 
Energy Efficiency 
Conservation 
 
For more information, see: 
administrator@renewcoop.net, or 
www.renewcoop.net 

A Guide for Young People 
to the Rhyme and Reason 
behind Meeting for 
Worship 
 
This Friends General Conference leaflet, 
brought to Meeting by Marilyn and Harry 
Roper, includes the following:   
 
As Quakers, we spend our lives actively 
searching for Truth.  We believe in 
continuing revelation, that our 
understanding of religious truth, like 
scientific truth, is constantly unfolding.  
We look for Truth in the Bible, in other 
religious books and religious traditions, in 
science and nature, in human nature and 
human history in mediation, and in silent 
worship with others.  We do not accept 
something as true because someone else 
tells us it is so, but because we have 
experienced it for ourselves. 
 
A core Quaker belief is that there is "that 
of God in everyone."  We sometimes call 
this the "Inner Light."  We hold that 
everyone, everywhere, is a beloved child of 
God and has the capacity to have an 
interactive and evolving relationship with 
the Divine.  Out of this core belief grow our 
testimonies of honesty, integrity, equality, 
simplicity, community and peace. 
 
Our experience teaches us that seeking the 
Truth about ourselves and each other leads 
to a place of clarity and unity, a place 
where everything seems right and real.  
Sharing our experience and insights is an 
important part of this process.  When we 
gather together in silent worship, we open 
our hearts to the Divine, and wait to see 
what message we might have to share.  
Sometimes no one will speak and some-
times several people will speak.  But either 
way, through speaking, or through listening 
silence, we discover a Truth which heals, 
and teaches, and binds us together in love.   
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Monthly Meeting 
Reports 
 
Halifax Monthly Meeting 
Excerpts of HMM minutes of January 8, 
2006 
Gillian Thomas, Heather Brown and Claire 
Henry volunteered to work on the planning 
stage for a more historical garden at the 
Quaker Whaler House. In the spring there 
may be a call for volunteers with muscle 
power to help in the garden.  

A letter to President Bush was approved. It 
was based on information received from 
John Calvi about torture of hunger-striking 
prisoners in Guantanamo. A copy of the 
letter was sent to the e-mail list 
encouraging Friends to write a letter as 
well, if so led. A copy was sent to the 
American Medical Association.  

The ad hoc committee on Privacy on the 
Internet will do some further work on this 
issue.  

Sylvia Mangalam is making available a list 
of local food suppliers, postcards to send to 
government against Terminator technology 
and a leaflet, "Eating for the Better World," 
by the Food Action Committee of the 
Ecology Action Centre, and a hand-out of 
Heliotrust, involved with heritage wheat 
and conserving local farmland.  

Paige Kennedy agrees to be renominated to 
Representative Meeting for two more years. 
Her nomination is approved.  

We received Sara Avmaat's report on 
Continuing Meeting of Ministry and Counsel 
(M&C).  

Ed Belzer (M&C) reports on a flood in Betty 
Peterson's apartment two days before 
Christmas. Friends came to the rescue, but 
it was an experience she will not forget.  

A draft questionnaire was discussed to 
assess the financial commitment Friends 
would make in case an opportunity 
presented itself to buy a Meeting House. It 
will be sent out with some amendments.  

We will have a Consultation and Renewal 
Retreat on Jan. 28 and 29, and a Faith and 
Practice Retreat on February 25. Another 
"All about Food Potluck" will be held on 
March 9.  

Annapolis Valley Monthly 
Meeting 

As of January 1, 2006, the Wolfville 
Monthly Meeting has changed its  

name to the Annapolis Valley Monthly 
Meeting.  We wish to honour the past as 
Wolfville MM, and embrace the future as 
Annapolis Valley MM.  We hope this reflects 
outreach to our larger geographic area.  
The decision to change our name, and 
identify what name to change it to took 
almost a year, but we now are committed 
to this change.  It will be 20 years in 
September since we became the Wolfville 
MM.  We noted that the change moves us to 
the front of the list of Monthly Meetings, 
from the end, but we attest that this alone 
was not the reason for the change! 

Our Religious Education Committee has 
organized us well for the future year, by 
preparing and distributing a calendar of 
events for the year.  Of course, there may 
be changes, but this preparation has been 
very much appreciated.   

We have had two Spiritual Journeys groups 
(a sharing group, and a writing group) meet 
on a regular basis since the summer/fall.  

We had a very successful Christmas Pot-
Luck, with over 40 community members 
attending.  We enjoyed an inter-
generational original play, and sang carols.  
We gathered at another time for a carol 
sing at the home of the Kimberley and Dan 
Reagan family. 

In January, Ministry and Counsel presented 
a workshop on End of Life Planning.  It was 
both spiritually enriching, and helpful with 
practicalities. 

We had a successful two-day Consultation 
and Renewal Working Group (CnR) 
discussion, and found the discussion unique 
in what was said about the life of our 
Meeting. 
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New Brunswick Monthly 
Meeting 
 
NBMM was held February 12, 2006, in 
Edmund Casey Hall, St. Thomas University. 
nine people were present. 
 
After Meeting for Worship and preceding 
Meeting-for-Worship-for-Business, the 
Meeting sang "The Quaker Song," written by 
the children and leaders of Fredericton's 
First-Day School for their weekly post-
worship song.  The tune is the round, 
"Rose, Rose," p. 191 in Rise Up Singing: 
 
The Quaker Song 
Dear Friends, Dear Friends, 
We have shared our Inner Light, 
Peaceful worship, care and helping, 
    God is love. 
 
Coffee, cookies, cornbread, muffins, 
These are the Quaker potluck foods. 
Meeting for Eating is our pleasure, 
    We love it so. 
 
NBMM approves the Terms of Reference for 
the Atlantic Friends Communications 
Committee.  See p. 8 of Jan.-Feb. '06 issue 
of the Newsletter for the Terms of 
Reference. 
 
The 2005 NBMM State of Society Report was 
accepted, and Edith thanked for compiling 
the Worship Group Reports. 
 
Martha McClure has been approached to 
serve on the CYM Nominating Committee, 
and NBMM approves this nomination. 
 
NBMM receives and approves the 
treasurer’s report covering January 1 – 
December 31, 2005, with thanks to Maida 
for her attention to these matters. 
 
We have received a request for marriage 
from Syd Paschen and Justine Caudill, who 
wish to be married in the manner of 
Friends on PEI.  We name Daphne Davey, 
John Clement, Maida Follini, and Jane 
Robertson (subject to consent) to a 
clearness committee, for the purpose of 
discerning the way forward.  We name Jim 
Butler (subject to consent) as an 

alternative if one of those named is not 
able to serve.  We look forward to getting 
to know Syd and Justine and rejoice at the 
prospect of the first marriage under the 
care of our Meeting. 
 
In consultation with Saint John area Friends 
and recognizing that Hampton WG has not 
met for some time, NBMM approves the 
laying down of that worship group.  We ask 
Martha to send a note to members in the 
area describing resources and Meetings 
available to them and to contact CYM to 
remove the WG from the mailing lists. 
 
Daphne Davey has suggested distribution of 
Sarah Chandler’s SPG lecture on Aboriginal 
rights from CYM, to politicians in Ottawa.  
We ask Daphne to propose a covering letter 
for the clerk’s signature, and a distribution 
list with addresses.  We thank her for 
taking on this concern. 
 
We ask the Canadian Quaker Pamphlet 
Series editorial board to meet to determine 
the procedure for dealing with the next and 
future manuscripts, and to report back at 
the next MM. 
 
Martha introduced some ideas about 
restructuring NBMM beginning with the 
experience of Victoria Monthly Meeting.  
Worship Groups are asked to consider an 
idea that VMM has been considering:  
 
Proposed New Structure for Victoria 
Monthly Meeting:   
 
Essentially, the proposal is a revival of the 
Preparative structure, much as was used in 
Canada prior to the birth of CYM, and is 
still used in Britain Yearly Meeting.   
 
VMM would be composed of (initially) three 
Preparative Meetings (Fern Street, Duncan, 
and Mid-Island), as well as any Worship 
Groups under its care.  Each Preparative 
Meeting (PM) would handle any business 
specific to itself.  All business affecting the 
MM at large would first be considered by a 
local PM before being forwarded (if there is 
unity to do so) to the MM.  This is the 
source of this use of the term: the PM 
"prepares" business for the MM.   
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There would be no requirement for these 
preparative business meetings to be either 
regular or frequent, but should merely be 
carried out in a way sufficient to the 
business at hand.  The MM would be hosted 
by each PM in turn, and all three PMs would 
be responsible for insuring their own 
representation there, by appointment or 

otherwise.  All Friends would be welcome 
at and encouraged to attend MM.  The MM 
would remain the superior body in all 
things. 
 
 

 
 
A Poem by Wendell Berry 
Sent by Keith and Ellen Helmuth 
 
They are fighting again the war to end war, 
And the ewe flock, bred in October, brings forth 
in March.  This so far remains, this pain 
and renewal, whatever war is being fought. 
We go through the annual passage of birth 
and death, triumph and heartbreak, love 
and exasperation, mud milk, mucus, and blood. 
Yet once more the young ewe stands with her lambs 
in dawnlight, the lambs well-suckled 
and dry.  There is no happiness like this. 
 
The window again welcomes in the light 
of lengthening days.  The river in its old groove 
passes again beneath opening leaves. 
In their brevity, between cold and shade 
flowers again brighten the woods floor. 
This then may be the prayer without ceasing, 
this beauty and gratitude, this moment. 
 
 
 
 
Q: Answer to Pam Mills' quiz on p. 3: 
In which direction does the water swirl when it goes down the plughole of a sink or basin – in 
Australia? – in Canada? 
A: Clockwise everywhere on earth.  As inertia against rotation of earth, anti-clockwise.  


