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Editor's Comments 
 
I look forward to Atlantic Friends Gathering this 
May, again at Camp Geddie.  I will try to send 
details—directions to the camp, what we should 
bring, cost and registration, and something 
about the program—in May-June issue extra 
early.  
 

Announcements 
 
Atlantic Friends Gathering 
May 18-21, 2007 
 
May '07 AFG will be held at Camp Geddie, in 
Merigomish, in Pictou Harbour, NS.  Most 
Friends agree that this site was one of the best 
we have had, with good facilities and situated 
on a bluff overlooking stunning sunsets over the 
Northumberland Strait.   

We will be advised on details in May-June issue, 
early enough to prepare people to register.  
Meanwhile, Penni Burrell has sent the following 
draft of a concern that will probably be brought 
up at AFG. 
 
"Friends from the three Maritime Worship 
groups gathered in Amherst February 9, 10.  We 
met with Gianne Broughton  to follow up on 
Canadian Friends Service Committee's request 
for input about the Quaker response to the 
Canadian Council of Churches' draft stand on 
the United Nations Responsibility to Protect 
policy. There was a statement/minute that 
came from the CYM, and a Special Interest 
Group was held at that time. The goal was to 
offer us an opportunity to become familiar 
enough with the material to be able to return 
to our local worship groups and lead discussion 
sessions on the topic.  
 
"We immersed ourselves in Gianne's newly 
developed incredible background document, 
sharing lively discussion about the broader 
issues that her paper brought forth.  Pacifist 
responses to W.W.II, Quakers who support the 
need for armed conflict in some situations, our 
work with Alternatives to Violence Project,  our 
personal experiences, were some of the topics 
that were part of the wide-ranging and useful 
discussions. 
 
"We were able to join the Sackville Worship 
group for First Day Service, and also share some 
social time with local Friends and Attenders.  
Maida Follini was a gracious host for our 
Saturday session, and Gianne stayed overnight 
at Jane Robertson's.  After Sunday worship, our 
study group was joined by many of the Sackville 
worship group, who showed a strong interest in 
the topic, revealing the high possibility of our 
local groups to hold some stimulating study 
sessions.  
 
"We have returned to our local Meetings with a 
deeper understanding of the issue, but a sense 
of awe at the immensity of it as well.  We are 
planning to hold local study sessions, and a 
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Special Interest Group at the AFG to help 
develop a forum to allow Friends to season a 
response to the Canadian Council of Churches 
document, and also allow us to consider our 
individual beliefs and actions in developing a 
current response to the Peace Testimony.   
 
"Gianne shared both her extensive knowledge 
of the issue under discussion, and her 
experiences in recent Burundi.  We are excited 
for her plans to return to Burundi to live, and 
develop the rice factory that she started to 
have built when she was there last year. John 
Calder, Mel Earley, Betty Peterson and Penni 
Burrell were representatives of the Worship 
Groups.  Please ask them for further details if 
you are interested." 
 
Although Gianne will not be able to come to 
AFG to present us with the Responsibility to 
Protect project, we hope that Jane Orion 
Smith, General Secretary of CFSC, will come.  
Orion is familiar with the R2P discussion 
process, but some of those who were at 
Sackville may organize and lead the discussion 
at AFG.  If Orion is there, she can help respond 
to questions about the CCC and CFSC and 
similar things.  She is responsible for other 
aspects of CFSC's work, and it is those other 
things that may bring her to AFG. 
 
C&R Meeting in Toronto in 
March 16-18 
 
The Consultation & Renewal Working Group will 
meet at Friends House, Toronto, to go over the 
responses to the Interim Report from Meetings 
and Worship Groups.  Marilyn Manzer and 
Michael Miller will attend the meetings.   
 
From Every Village Green 
March 17 Peace Rally 
 
"In solidarity with demonstrations nationwide, 
people from every corner of Maine will gather 
on local village greens in observance of the 
past four years of the war in Iraq," reports the 
Houlton Pioneer Times.  "Our message will be 
clear, our voice will be strong: END THE WAR IN 
IRAQ!  We urge you to join us!  NOT ONE MORE 
DEATH!  NOT ONE MORE DOLLAR!  BRING THEM 
HOME NOW!"   

Marilyn Roper, Mary Beth DiMarco, and Laura 
Price wrote in this paper on 2/07/07:  "To the 
editor: As the sun gets stronger and spring 
approaches, milder ways of solving problems 
will be highlighted in a grassroots surge for 
peace.  On Saturday, March 17th, Mainers in 
every town and hamlet will peacefully gather 
to urge our nation's leaders to use diplomacy 
rather than dropping bombs and support our 
troops by bringing them home alive! 

"This statewide effort is called 'From Every 
Village Green' (www.everyvillage-me.us).  In 
Houlton we are envisioning a rally in Monument 
Park, Saturday, March 17, from 10:00-11:00 
a.m. ET, ending with a sendoff for those 
carpooling to Bangor to swell their gathering at 
1:00 p.m. ET near the Paul Bunyan statue. 

"A Planning Meeting for the March 17th rally in 
Houlton will take place on Tuesday evening, 
Feb. 13th, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. ET at the 
Ropers' home at 35 High St., Houlton.  All are 
invited to come and enjoy refreshments with 
people of peace.  For further information, call 
Marilyn Roper at 207-532-3797 or e-mail Laura 
Price at laura.price@earthlink.net. 

 

Program in Spiritual Deepening 
and Guidance, in June 
Linda Foy sends the following information. 

"About four years ago I signed up for 'The 
Atlantic Jubilee Program in Spiritual Deepening 
and Spiritual Guidance' at the Tatamagouche 
Centre (Tatamagouche, NS).  It's a two-year 
home-based program with several retreats at 
the Centre, lots of reading, papers to write, 
'journey group' work, etc.  It has been such an 
enriching experience that I wanted to let 
people know that another cycle of the program 
will start this June.   

The promotional material states:  This is an 
intensive, ecumenical program in spiritual 
deepening and spiritual guidance.  It is for 
people of diverse spiritual backgrounds who 
wish to discern more clearly the gift and 
practice of spiritual guidance with others, and 
those who seek to follow a contemplative way 
of daily life in order to be more grounded in 
God. The program offers people the 
opportunity to discern the unique ways in 
which they are being called to participate with 
God in creating a world of justice and peace.   
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"After I finished my program I was asked to help 
out with the next cycle (which is half way 
through).  I do feel privileged to participate in 
this kind of work.  If you would like more 
information, you can visit the Centre's website 
at www.tatacentre.ca or give me a call." 
 
FGC Gathering in June-July 
 
The 2007 Friends General Conference Gathering 
will be on June 30 - July 7 at University of 
Wisconsin, River Falls, Wisconsin, with the 
theme, "…. But Who Is My Neighbor?"  For 
information:  www.fgcquaker.org/gathering/      
 
Personals 
 
Chris Ullmann, who moved from Sackville to 
Mission, BC, after retiring from teaching 
German at Mount A a few years ago, writes that 
she did a lot of gardening last summer, and she 
keeps up her Chinese studies, though she 
doesn't know if she will ever make it to China. 
Judie Camps writes that she works one day a 
week for the Acadia Band First Nation, which is 
around the South Shore, Yarmouth, and 
Halifax.  There is a small health centre in Gold 
River near where she and Les live, and she 
travels around.  She also has a private practice. 
She enjoys her grandchildren, Ainsley's 5-year-
old and Malcolm's 5-year-old. 
 
Ellen and Keith Helmuth have a new 
grandchild, a boy born to Eric and Judy. 
 
New Members: 
Eleanor Lee Webb has transferred her 
membership in North Sandwich Meeting in New 
Hampshire, to that of Halifax. 
  
Birthdays: 
David Hope Simpson's 91st birthday was recently 
celebrated. 
 
Betty Peterson in the fall turned 89! 
 
Muriel Duckworth in the fall turned 98! 
 
Happy Birthday to you all! 
 
Atze and Corrie Douma celebrated their 55th 
anniversary, five years past their golden 
anniversary! 

In Memoriam: 
Elizabeth Rossinger died peacefully Jan. 27 in 
the Gagetown, NB, nursing home.  Fredericton 
Worship Group commemorated her life at 
Meeting Feb. 4 in Holy Cross House, of St. 
Thomas University.  Elizabeth was born in 
Fredericton 84 years ago and spent most of her 
life in Montreal as a social worker and as the 
wife of André Rossinger.  After he died, she 
moved back to Fredericton and transferred her 
Montreal Monthly Meeting membership to that 
of New Brunswick.  She was a generous 
supporter of McGill University and Friends’ 
causes alike. There will be a memorial 
ceremony in the spring or summer, to include 
her many relatives and friends.  A notice will 
go out when the date and place are set, and a 
formal obituary will come later. 

Quaker Visitation for Quaker 
Learning 
Keith Helmuth sent to NBMM in Dec. this 
Research and Media Production Proposal, 
excerpted here from the 3-page paper: 

Background:  The question of how Friends 
across Canada can establish and conduct a 
process of education and learning with regard 
to Quaker faith and practice, has again come to 
the forefront in the report and 
recommendations of the Consultation & 
Renewal Working Group.  A program of 
systematic visitation that involves an 
investment in staff and travel is one of the 
report's recommendations.  This proposal 
advances an alternative approach. 

Proposal: That CYM create a DVD/video Quaker 
visitation library of interviews and 
conversations with seasoned Friends who have 
been prepared by their association with 
Quakerism to share their understandings on key 
points of faith and practice; and that this 
DVD/video library be organized into an adult 
education program for use by Monthly 
Meetings, Worship Groups, households, and 
individuals. 

Rationale:  The creation of a DVD/video Quaker 
visitation library would be a low-cost 
investment with a high level of learning 
potential.  It could begin at a modest scale 
covering basic themes, and then be added to 
on a continual basis until a fairly 
comprehensive library is assembled.  More than 
one person could be interviewed on a given 
theme as seemed appropriate. 
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As many copies of each DVD as required could 
be inexpensively made.  They could be widely 
circulated to MMs, WGs, and isolated Friends.  
They could be used at Yearly- and Half-Yearly 
Meeting sessions, conferences and gatherings.  
They could be used as an outreach too in 
communicating with persons interested in 
learning about the Religious Society of Friends. 

The value of such an investment would be 
ongoing and cumulative.  The DVDs and videos 
could be used over and over.  They could be 
circulated and scheduled with great flexibility.  
With a minimum amount of effort and 
coordination at the MM and WG level, a large 
proportion of Friends in Canada could 
participate in this sharing and learning 
program.  Many Friends and attenders who do 
not participate in YM sessions, or even in MM-
for-Business could find this form of "visitation" 
welcome and the learning helpful. 

Compared to a program of staff and/or 
appointed member travel and visitation across 
Canada, the following points should be 
considered: 
 Judging from past experience, it seems 
likely that visiting Friends have achieved 
contact with a small proportion of Friends in 
Canada.  The complexities of scheduling and 
work and family life at the local level seem to 
significantly limit response to called meetings 
for visiting Friends.  A DVD/video visitation 
library would overcome this limitation and 
create a sustainable platform for much more 
inclusive Quaker learning. 
 The investment level required for a 
visitation program based on added staff and 
travel would be relatively high, and the 
learning return—based on past experience—
would probably be relatively low.  The 
investment level required for the production, 
circulation and use of a DVD/video library 
would be relatively low, and the potential 
learning return, based on the common and easy 
use of this technology, would be relatively 
high. 
 The scheduling of visitations based on 
travel are one-at-a-time events.  These events 
generally suit only a fraction of those who 
might be interested.  A visitation program 
based on a DVD/video library could be flexibly 
and repeatedly scheduled and circulated in 
ways that everyone in a MM or WG who is 
interested could participate and share in the 
learning. 

 A visitation program based on travel is 
limited by the scope of knowledge and 
experience that one person (or perhaps two) 
can provide.  No matter how well versed in 
Quaker faith and practice a visiting Friend may 
be, this is a significant limitation.  A visitation 
program based on a DVD/video library would 
provide contact with and learning from a much 
larger number of Friends, many of whom, for 
various reasons, are not likely to engage in 
extensive travel.  A visitation library would 
provide a broad and rich distillation of Quaker 
faith and practice.  Furthermore, it would be 
easy for participants to dialogue further with 
the "visiting" Friends. 
 A visitation program based on travel 
will inevitably accumulate both an ecological 
and a moral deficit.  The resource wars have 
started.  It seems reasonable that progressive 
and ethically sound program planning among 
Friends would aim to reduce oil-dependent 
energy use.  The creation and use of a 
DVD/video library would be a small, but 
perhaps significant, step in ecologically sound 
re-adaptation.  Friends' testimonies, taken in 
full seriousness, now require the systematic 
application of the ecological world view. 
 
More information in the proposal paper is 
further outlined on Research; Production; 
Distribution and Use; Guidelines, Governance, 
Oversight; Funding; and Name.   
 
Local Quakers Continue With 
"Still Small Voice" Tradition 
Printed in its entirety from Houlton, ME, 
Pioneer Times Bicentennial issue on Churches, 
Feb. 14/07, but abbreviations are editor's. 
Houlton/Woodstock's Religious Society of 
Friends 

"Founded in England in the mid-1600s, the 
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) first 
came to Aroostook County in the 1840s.  Joseph 
Wingate Haines established a Quaker 
settlement in Maple Grove, three miles south of 
Fort Fairfield. 

"A former Quaker church still stands there on 
Route 1, refurbished under the direction of 
Ruth and Art Mraz and the Fort Fairfield 
Historical Society, which now serves as a 
cultural center.  It is an official historical site 
on the Underground Railroad because these 
Quakers and others helped fleeing slaves 
escape to nearby Canada. 
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"Although a few Quakers, such as Jonah Dunn, 
are noted in Houlton's history in the 19th and 
early 20th centuries, a Quaker Worship Group 
did not form until 1982 when Harrison and 
Marilyn Roper moved to Houlton from the 
Philadelphia area.  At that time, the closest 
Quakers were in the nearby Woodstock area—
namely Keith and Ellen Helmuth of North Hill 
Farm in Debec. 
 
"In 1980 they had established one of the four 
Worship Groups comprising New Brunswick 
Monthly Meeting of Canadian Yearly Meeting.  
As the Ropers and several other Houlton-area 
families joined in, the Houlton-Woodstock 
Worship Group was formed. 
 
"Now in its 25th year, the H-W WG consists of 
about a dozen members and attenders on any 
First Day (Sunday), although actual numbers 
have ebbed and flowed over the years.  We 
meet in homes, as the early Christians did, for 
an hour of silent worship with the emphasis on 
receiving that 'still small voice'.  After worship, 
we have refreshments and discussion of timely 
topics.  Last year, for example, our studies 
included the Bible, a book about the Amish, 
and the Koran. 
 
"For many years, local Quakers have been 
participants in the ecumenical services of the 
Southern Aroostook Ministerial Association and 
the World Day of Prayer, facilitated locally by 
church women in our area. 
"Community activities include putting on 
several Umbrella of Care suppers at the 
recreation center. bell-ringing for the Salvation 
Army, and tending the flower garden around 
Houlton's Peace Pole which is under the care of 
the Southern Aroostook Ministerial Association. 
 
"When Doug and Reta Hatfield moved to 
Houlton a few years ago, Reta initiated 
blanket-making projects.  Our Worship Group 
has made blankets for chemotherapy patients 
at Houlton Regional Hospital and is now making 
them for the Linus Project and Stepping Stones. 
 
"One of the founding testimonies of Quakers is 
the Peace Testimony based on Jesus' nonviolent 
teachings to love one's enemies, turn the other 
cheek, and 'put up your sword'.  It is also in line 
with Quaker beliefs that there is 'that of God in 
every person'. 
 

"Quakers, Mennonites and the Church of the 
Brethren are considered Historic Peace 
Churches in the U.S.A.  Over the past four 
years, members of the H-W WG have 
participated with others in the weekly silent 
vigil for peace every Friday at noon in 
Monument Park, in all weather.  This highly 
visible 'Stand for Peace' has a parallel with the 
Quaker witness for freedom from slavery for all 
peoples.  As the institution of slavery was 
eliminated, we strive to eliminate the 
institution of war. 
 
"All seekers are welcome to attend the H-W 
WG.  For further information please call 
Harrison and Marilyn Roper at 532-3797." 
 

Monthly Meeting Reports 
 
Halifax Monthly Meeting 
 
Late fall brought several occasions for 
celebration in HMM.  Betty Peterson marked 
her 89th birthday; Muriel Duckworth her 98th; 
and Atze and Corrie Douma celebrated the 55th 
anniversary of their marriage.  Each milestone 
was an opportunity to give special thanks for 
the presence in our Meeting of these cherished 
Friends, and marked with a celebratory cake.   
  
In November the Doumas hosted one of the 
delegates to the Global Microcredit Conference 
in Halifax.  CFSC and HMM had taken the 
necessary steps to sponsor the participation of 
S.A. Wahab, Executive Director of Gono 
Unnayan Prochesta, an NGO in Bangladesh, for 
that conference also.   Sylvia Mangalam had 
undertaken to host him while he was in Halifax.  
For reasons unknown to us, Mr. Wahab was 
denied a visa for entry into Canada.  HMM has 
written to the appropriate government officials 
to register our extreme disappointment that 
Mr. Wahab was denied entry.  Mr. Wahab has 
responded to that action with thanks, and best 
wishes for 2007 to all Quaker Friends in 
Canada. 
  
In November, our AREC sponsored a spiritual 
retreat based on William Taber's "The Four 
Doors".  After an initial introduction by AREC, 
John and Doris Calder of NBMM led us in a 
weekend workshop, which will be followed in 
January by a time of "Gathering Up The 
Threads" led by members of AREC.  Also early 
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in the new year we will be studying and 
considering, along with MMs across the country, 
the report of the Consultation and Renewal 
Working Group.   
  
In December, we were delighted to accept the 
membership of Eleanor Lee Webb on transfer 
from North Sandwich Meeting of New 
Hampshire, U.S.A.  Lee is already contributing 
her commitment and experience to our 
Meeting.  We recently received a long and 
newsy letter from Susan and Fred Holtz.  They 
remain in Toronto to offer support and stability 
to their grandchildren who recently lost their 
father.  HMM has written Toronto Monthly 
Meeting asking that they be received as 
Sojourning Members.   
  
We were represented at Home Mission and 
Advancement Committee meeting in November 
by Mel Earley.  He and Margot Overington have 
been active in the planning process for CYM 
2007 to be held in Windsor, N.S.  Donna Smyth 
and Gillian Thomas have taken responsibility 
for associated media coverage. 
  
Earlier this year HMM co-sponsored a CD by the 
singing group "Clearing by Noon."  They have 
reported that sales of the CD have allowed 
them to make donations of $500 each to Halifax 
Peace Coalition and Voice of Women. 

 

Advices and Queries #14:   
Are your meetings for church affairs held in a 
spirit of worship and in dependence on the 
guidance of God? Remember that we do not 
seek a majority decision nor even consensus. As 
we wait patiently for divine guidance our 
experience is that the right way will open and 
we shall be led into unity.  

Annapolis Valley Monthly 
Meeting  - January Minutes 

AVMM Meeting–for–Worship–for-Business was 
held on First Month, 21st Day, 2007, at the just 
us! Meeting Room in Hortonville.  Seven were 
present.   
      AFG: It was agreed that we would inform 
the AFG that we will not be taking part in 
planning this event. Carol is to inform the other 
Maritime Meetings of this. The Clerk has agreed 
to be the contact person should input be 
requested. 

      Wolfville-Area Inter-Church Council: Penni 
indicated that the food bank should open 
February 1. Those interested in volunteering 
please contact her.  The Poverty Game will be 
available later. 
      Canadian Friends Service Committee:  Our 
Meeting was requested to consider the  
“Responsibility to Protect” document.  It was 
noted that Halifax has taken the lead to 
synchronize Maritime Meetings to prepare to 
discuss this issue at regional meetings, and 
possibly to bring Gianne Broughton of CFSC in 
the spring to speak on this issue. Penni has 
agreed to liaise with Halifax about this issue. 
      Announcement from Friends General 
Conference:  The FGC online bookstore at 
http://www.quakerbooks.org has been 
extensively updated.  The Friends United 
Meeting bookstore is closing, but books may 
still be available via catalogue.  Catalogues 
from FGC Quaker Books are available for those 
who are interested.   
      A Week of Prayer for Christian Unity was 
held Jan. 22-26 at the Harvest Gallery in 
Wolfville, led by members of WAICC: Rev. C.L. 
Cunningham, Rev. Dr. B. Morrison, Rev. R. 
Brown-Hewitt, Rev. Fr. L. Pitcher and Rev. M. 
Shaw. This year the official scriptural theme 
for the Week was: "He even makes the deaf to 
hear and the mute to speak" (Mk 7:37).  
      Religious Education Committee:  Katie has 
expressed enthusiasm for doing her CYM Bible 
study and is willing to accept our offer.  She 
has not yet however thought about dates and 
times.  She has promised to do this within the 
next week.  We will send out a notice when we 
hear from Katie and the RE committee has 
discussed it.  
       Planned:  -  20th Anniversary: Penni has 
agreed to co-ordinate a public celebration 
locally and at the AFG. 
      - Consultation and Renewal meeting: The 
Meeting was planning a potluck supper on Feb. 
3, to discuss the CnR reports. See: 
www.quaker.ca/cnr 
      - A meeting for healing was planned for 
Feb. 5 at Barbara Aikman’s 
      - A celebration of David Hope Simpson's 91st 
birthday was planned for Jan. 28.  
      - State-of-Society: In preparation for our 
2006 State of Society report, it was planned to 
have a sharing on the life of our Meeting after 
Feb. 11 Meeting for Worship. 
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Annapolis Valley Monthly 
Meeting  - Excerpts from February Minutes 
 
3.  Reports 
a.  Ministry and Counsel 
 
The Draft State of Society report was read, and 
comments as to content style and missing items 
were noted. It was agreed that the report 
reflected the significant strengths and struggles 
that our Meeting experienced this last year.  A 
revised draft is to be circulated and comments 
are eagerly requested before the next Meeting 
for worship for Business. The final report to be 
presented at next M4W4B 
 
b. Religious Education  
The appended report was read.  
 Item 1 –Re: The Study Group was 
accepted, with the dates offered.  
 
 Item 2 Re: The Spiritual Journeys group 
 
We had a spirit led sharing about our feelings, 
thoughts, and understanding about sharing 
spiritual journeys.  We agreed to ask the 
existing group to consider the queries in the 
report.  We agreed that the concerns 
illuminated some broader challenges in our 
Meeting, and one's ultimate responsibility in 
our role of serving God.   
 
 Item 3  Re: The Transformation game.  
We approve of the idea of holding the 
Transformation game.  Carol agreed to be open 
to holding it on more than one occasion, 
possibly in evenings.  We encourage those 
interested to contact Carol.   
 
4.  Business Arising 
 
Canadian Friends Service Committee Request 
re:  “Responsibility to Protect”.  Penni read the 
appended report.  It was agreed that a meeting 
in June to address specifically the issue of a 
response from this Meeting to the Canadian 
Yearly Meeting in regards to the Canadian 
Council of Churches document was fitting.  
Those interested in starting discussion before 
the June meeting are welcome to contact 
Penni to obtain copies of Gianne Broughton's 
report and other relevant documentation.  
 

b. Letter re: Meeting finances and 
contributions.  
The appended draft letter from Bruce was 
received with enthusiasm.  It was agreed that 
Peter would remind Friends who pledged 
financial support at specific dates should the 
funding not be received in reasonable time.  
The second draft of the State of Society report 
will be attached to the letter.   

Report to Annapolis Valley Monthly Meeting 
from Religious Education Committee, Feb, 07 

1. Friends Peace Testimony as it relates to 
the Gospels in the New Testament: This is the 
study that Katie Aven presented to Canadian 
Yearly Meeting 2006 in five sessions. AVMM has 
agreed that we will have her present it to us. 
Each session looks at a different gospel. In 
addition to exploring a few particular texts that 
have something to say to us about 
peacemaking, we will look at the historical and 
cultural context of each gospel, and examine 
some important words whose translation from 
Koine Greek stands to create various ways of 
understanding the text. Katie posits 5 gospels – 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John and the fifth one is 
YOUR gospel, your account of the experience of 
God's incarnation in your life, your experience 
of God as a peacemakers, your experience of 
making peace, or being unable to make peace. 
Each of the five sessions will include a time for 
discussion after the presentation. Katie has 
suggested the following dates: March 4, March 
25, April 15, May 6 and May 27. She is 
agreeable that we should have them after 
Meeting for Worship on Sundays. You will notice 
that two of these dates are potluck Sundays. RE 
Committee suggests that on those days we have 
the study session after potluck lunch. 

RE Committee would like to know how many 
Friends plan to participate in these study 
sessions and whether the dates Katie suggests 
are agreeable. 

2. Spiritual Journeys: We received the final 
report from the Spiritual Journeys Ad Hoc 
Committee. 
We were asked to consider how we create 
safety for participants to take the risks 
necessary to share our journeys. We think that 
closed groups create safety and intimacy and 
foster this risk taking. We understand that 
there is one closed spiritual journeys worship 
sharing group functioning at this time with 
4 (or 5?) people. 
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We ask that this group consider if and how it 
could re-form periodically (maybe once per 
year?) so that I can open up to new members. 
We also ask the group to consider how it could 
enrich the life of the Meeting. For example, 
could it bring queries to the Meeting for 
Worship? We ask if others in the Meeting would 
like to belong to a group to share spiritual 
journeys and if so to let us know what kind. 
There was a “writing” group that met for a 
few sessions. We ask all Spiritual Journeys 
groups in the Meeting to report to RE 
Committee once per year. 

3. Related to the idea of sharing Spiritual 
Journeys, Carol Bradley has offered to lead our 
Meeting in “The Game of Transformation”. 
She became an accredited facilitator at the 
Findhorn Foundation in 1998. The Game was 
developed there, and it uses a playing board 
and decks of specially developed cards to 
examine questions which are uppermost in 
peoples' lives as a playing focus. Using humour, 
and working with others, players examine 
situations in their lives where they have 
opportunities for insights, setbacks, exercise of 
free will or intuition, experience miracles, etc. 
Up to 4 can play at a time; a very basic Game 
takes an evening, but it is better to have a day. 
We would like to know if any Friends would be 
interested in playing this game. How long 
would you like, full or half day.(Submitted by 
Marilyn Manzer and Anne Wightman) 

Letter to AVMM Members and Attenders re 
Meeting Finances: 

Dear Friends, 

I am writing to all of you who participate in the 
Annapolis Valley Monthly Meeting to encourage 
your continued and expanded support of our 
programs and activities. Other than the 
occasional Outreach Grant from CYM, all of our 
funding comes from your donations, and we 
deeply appreciate your support over the years. 
In recent years we have moved to meeting in a 
public space, and while this has substantially 
increased our costs, we have managed to find 
very affordable spaces and it has made a big 
difference to Meeting and to our ability to 
reach out to new attenders. 

For the year 2007, our budget (see attached) is 
$2,500 in excess of the revenue generated in 
2006. We need to generate a little over $6,000 
in donations to meet our needs for the year. 
Given the small number of active donors (we 

had only 11 donors last year), this would mean 
an average donation of around $550 per year, 
or $300 per year if we can get up to twenty 
donors. We hope that you have found our 
Meeting enriches your lives and that you will be 
eager to support it financially. Donating at the 
$300 level would be less than $1 a day. We 
know that people have varied financial 
situations, and there is no requirement to 
donate, but even small amounts from a number 
of people can build to make a big difference. 
Another option is to make small monthly 
donations. This can be done though giving post-
dated cheques to the treasurer, or via credit 
card online (go to our Meeting’s web site at 
http://annapolisvalley.quaker.ca and click on 
“Donate”). All donations are tax deductible as 
charitable donations. 

It would be very helpful for our treasurer to be 
able to anticipate our income from donations 
for 2007. We would appreciate it if each 
member and attender would return the 
enclosed pledge form to indicate how much you 
intend to contribute this year, and when you 
intend to contribute it. This will enable us to 
reevaluate our budget in the late Spring to 
reflect realistic anticipated income. 

We have an exciting year coming up with 
various Religious Education activities planned, 
including a workshop led by our own Katie 
Aven, Atlantic Friends Gathering in Nova Scotia 
over the May long weekend, and Canadian 
Yearly Meeting being held in Windsor, NS, Aug 
3rd to 11th.  Thanks again for your support, 

Bruce Dienes, Clerk, AVMM 

New Brunswick Monthly Meeting   

NBMM was held January 14, 2007, in the 
Faculty Lounge of Edmund Casey Hall, St. 
Thomas U.  5 from Fredericton Worship Group, 
4 from Houlton-Woodstock, 3 from Saint John 
area, and one from Sackville, attended. 

      Mount Carleton Park:  John Calder, Clerk, 
circulated a letter from Mr. Donald Arseneault, 
the Minister responsible, dated December 11, 
2006, in response to a letter of concern from 
NBMM.  (See Jan.-Feb. '07 and Nov.-Dec. '06 
issues of Newsletter under NBMM reports.) A 
copy of "Breach of Protectorate Duty -  Maliseet 
and Mi'kmaq Nations Reaffirm Mt. Carlton their 
Territory" was also shared.  

NBMM remains open and willing to 
write another letter if the need is seen.  
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      The African Great Lakes District Initiative 
project:  Vince Zelazny reported that the 
Clearness Committee for John McKendy (Joan 
McFarland, Maida Follini, and Vince) had two 
meetings with John. We affirm our support for 
John in his call to be part of the Friends Peace 
Team in the "African Great Lakes District 
Initiative" (AGLI) project which uses insights 
from the Alternative to Violence Program 
supported by Friends. Each participant is 
expected to raise their own funding, estimated 
to be $3600 USD. John is applying for $1000 
from the Canadian Friends Service Committee. 
NBMM agreed in ongoing support for John.  

The Meeting minuted: "In support of 
the Quaker mission in the "African Great Lakes 
Initiative" and in recognition of the high regard 
and appreciation NBMM holds for John 
McKendy's gifts used in the AVP, NBMM has 
created a  line item in the financial report for 
ongoing support of John in this valuable 
project." 

      Quaker Chaplaincy for Jim Butler: Canadian 
Yearly Meeting has established a Clearness 
Committee (John Calder, Anne Thomas, Margot 
Overington) to work with Jim Butler. Jim is 
seeking to be named a Quaker Chaplain. The 
committee meets in March and will report to 
Representative Meeting in May.  

      Treasurer Maida Follini purchased two 
books useful for Clearness Committees: 
Grounded in God and Living with Oneself and 
Others. It was noted that the average donation 
per adult across Canada was $90.  We will 
continue to give $50 to Friends General 
Conference for 2007. It was noted that NBMM 
gives to different causes and we will review in 
a challenging way what we financially support. 
The support for John McKendy was welcomed 
with a transfer of $100 to seed the fund.  

      State of Society Report:  Worship Groups 
are requested to submit their "State of Society 
Reports" to Edith Miller by March 31.  She will 
compile and edit them into a whole Monthly 
Meeting report.  

Please send your report to:  
memiller@nb.sympatico.ca 

   Canadian Yearly Meeting in Windsor, NS:   
The Planning Committee for CYM Children's 
Program asks NBMM to choose leaders. Mel 
Earley will be contacted by John Calder for 
clarity on what is involved. 

Committee Reports:   

The Editorial Board of Canadian Quaker 
Pamphlet Series met before Meeting-for-
Worship-for-Business was held. They have 
offered to continue for another three-year 
term beginning at this Yearly Meeting. Friends 
offered thanks to Edith Miller for Clerking the 
past three years and welcomed Heather 
Marmura as the new Clerk. There are 
approximately 2 pamphlets published each 
year. 

    Harry Roper has informed CYM that he is 
open to serve again on Epistle Review Summary 
Committee 

    The Meeting received with regret and a note 
of thanks for the long service of Maida Follini 
on Nominating Committee. We seek another 
Friend to serve. 

    NBMM Statistical Report: Edith will  email 
mailing and membership lists to WGs to check 
for updates and to ask them to send her their 
WG State-of-Society Reports. Jim Butler will fill 
out NBMM statistical forms to send CYM office. 

    Consultation & Renewal Working Group 
Interim Report: "Response to the C’nR Interim 
Report from the Houlton-Woodstock Worship 
Group" and "Quaker Visitation for Quaker 
Learning, a Research and Media Production 
Proposal," by Keith Helmuth (see excerpts from 
this paper in this Newsletter), were circulated 
and discussed.  

    Canadian Yearly Meeting renewal will be a 
journey of several years as Friends listen and 
seek the right way to move forward. Concerns 
were expressed for our geographic size. We 
feel a tension between the value of the 
communal experience of Canadian Friends and 
the desire to worship in small groups. 
Environmental and moral questions submersed 
themselves in the costs of traveling to CYM as 
our Meeting shared ideas on restructuring on 
how we might communicate better. 

    Worship Groups were asked to reflect on the 
C’nR Interim Report and bring their reflections 
to the next NBMM. You may see the report at: 
http://quaker.ca/cnr/#Interimreports2006 
(Interim Report) 


