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ANNOUNCEMENTS

A Musical Retrospective -       
Works by Michael R. Miller 
at 75, on April 19, 2008 

On April 19, 8:00 p.m., at Memorial Hall, UNB, 
this concert will be held in benefit of a music 
scholarship at Summer Music Camp 2008 in 
Fredericton. 

Among Michael’s works performed will 
be movements from his many piano  and  
chamber works, and will include 2 premieres: 
“Blues My Heart Out,” set to a poem by 
Nathalie Brunet (St. Johns, NL Worship Group), 
will be performed by soprano, clarinet, violin, 
and contrabass. “Rilke’s God” is 7 songs set to 
words by Rainer Maria Rilke for soprano and 
piano.   A “Duo For Elizabeth,” written for and 
performed at the memorial for Elizabeth 
Rossinger last summer, will be again performed 
by Andrew R. Miller on contrabass and Michael 
on piano. 

Canadian Yearly Meeting 
Notices 
Canadian Friends Service Committee:  Jessie 
Husk has requested that if you would like to 
receive the CFSC e-mail newsletter you must 
subscribe through CFSC: 
http://lists.quaker.ca/cfsc-e-news. 

Continuing Meeting of Ministry & Counsel:  On 

April 25-27:  CMM&C will hold its spring 
meeting in Halifax, Sue Starr, Clerk.  

Reports for CYM Office:  April 30 is the due 
date for State-of-Society and Statistical Reports 
from each MM to be sent to CYM Office. 

Nominating Committee will meet May 2-4, 2008 
in Toronto and November 21-23, 2008 in 
Ottawa. 
 

Atlantic Communications 
Committee 
Representatives from our 3 Atlantic Monthly 
Meetings, who comprise Atlantic 
Communications Committee are:  Mel Earley, 
Halifax MM; Edith Miller, NBMM; and Carol 
Bradley, Annapolis Valley MM.  The Committee 
communicates and facilitates the seasoning of 
regional (Atlantic) concerns and coordinates 
regional communications such as Atlantic 
Friends Newsletter (which contains a Calendar 
of Regional Events), Directory/Mailing List, and 
Website. 

The Newsletter and the Directory of 
the Atlantic Friends can be obtained online:  
www.atlantic.quaker.ca/directory. The user 
name is afd and the password is waywillopen.  
Friends without e-mail will receive a printed 
copy of the Directory from Lynda Stroud/Jason 
Hofman via Canada Post. 

 
  Any changes, additions or corrections 
to the mailing list or AF Directory should be 
sent to Atze Douma: a.douma@ns.sympatico.ca 
or, in written form by mail:  
22 Lorne Avenue, Dartmouth NS, B2Y 3E5. 
 

Atlantic Communications Committee 
should coordinate the sharing of reports of 
those serving on National Committees with 
other Meetings in the Atlantic regions who have 
no one on that committee for the 2007-08 year 
and in the fall for 2008-09. 



Atlantic Friends Gathering 
May 16-19 
 
AFG this year will be held at Camp Ta-Wa-Si, 
on the Northumberland Strait, about 18 km 
east of Cap Pelé and about 23 km west of 
Confederation Bridge.  The last time we 
gathered at this site was in 2006.  See July-
August 2006  Newsletter for description of how 
it went and other information, but details of 
registration, agenda and directions are 
forthcoming.  

Organizing AFG this year are Mel Earley 
(HMM), Linda Foy (NBMM), and Penni Burrell 
(AVMM).   

Something to think about at AFG is this 
memo to Half-Yearly Meetings and Regional 
Gatherings re Ministry and Counsel from the 
Implementation Committee of Consultation & 
Renewal Working Group (C’nR), February 6, 
2008, c/o Marilyn Manzer and Susan Stevenson: 

We are writing to ask you to consider 
how you might implement the C'nR 
Recommendations B2 and M4 that were 
approved at Yearly Meeting last summer.  
These recommendations are as follows: 
            Recommendation B-2: that all Canadian 
Friends consider if they have a leading to take 
on some aspect of Yearly Meeting work. Thus 
groups of Friends in local areas with an interest 
or concern for a particular project or activity 
could assume responsibility. This could be 
through their Monthly Meeting, through a Half-
Yearly Meeting or Regional Gathering, or some 
other grouping where they can work together 
easily. Accountability lines would need to be 
worked out for each project. 
 Recommendation M-4: that Half-Yearly 
and Regional Meetings be encouraged to 
establish strong Meetings of Ministry and 
Counsel that would respond to the needs of 
Monthly Meetings and individuals when the 
Monthly Meeting is unable to do so. The long-
term objective is that Continuing Meeting of 
Ministry and Counsel could be relieved of the 
responsibility for responding to local issues, 
while still acting in a nurturing role for local 
Meetings of M&C.  

 We suggest that it would be valuable to 
have several copies of the C'nR Conclusions 
and Recommendations available at your next 
regional gathering as background for a 
discussion of these recommendations.  Printed 
copies can be obtained from Yearly Meeting 

Office and it can also be found at 
www.quaker.ca along with the background 
documents:  

    1) Report on the C'nR Queries (consultations 
with Meetings),  

    2) Report on the Interviews (consultations 
with CYM committee clerks and past clerks), 
and  

    3) Review of the State of Society Reports. 
Having read these will help you understand the 
role that you are being asked to play.  

 We would appreciate a response to this 
memo to keep us informed of any discussions or 
decisions regarding these (or other) 
recommendations. 

PERSONALS 
Betty Peterson’s 90th Birthday Party, December 
2, 2007, reported by Sharon MacDonald:  In 
spite of icy roads, there was a full house at the 
North Street Church in Halifax for the 
celebration of Betty Pete’s 90th. Good food, 
music, dance and general camaraderie typified 
the evening. Betty’s family, including her son, 
Eric and partner Paula, daughter Lisl, her 
husband Jeff and their two children, Josh and 
Gabe, flew in from scattered parts of the US to 
help celebrate. A dedicated group of volunteers 
planned the program, prepared the food and 
decorated the hall with appropriate markers of 
Betty’s political and social activism since 
coming to Canada. The mood was festive and 
the food ingestive!  

Betty has received many phone calls 
from friends to say how uplifting and positive it 
was to have a celebratory occasion at this 
time. We were sorry not to see a number of 
you, particularly from New Brunswick and the 
Valley, who were held back by the bad 
weather. In future, we think that Betty should 
celebrate her birthday at a better time of year!   

Betty said that she was particularly 
pleased to receive birthday greetings on Stan 
Carew’s CBC program Weekend Mornings. As 
well, Maritime Noon covered the story. This 
can be checked out at: 
www.cbc.ca/maritimenoon/stories.html 

The party was also a benefit for the 
Stephen Lewis Foundation’s Grandmothers- To-
Grandmothers project, and was a testimony to 
the generosity of all the people who came to 
the party.  Betty adds that “nearly $4000 was 
raised in cash, loonies, pennies and 
cheques….Great and thanks!” 



Lee Webb has returned from visiting Jerusalem 
and is awaiting her Landed Immigrant Status. 

Margot Overington is spending the winter term 
at Pendle Hill. 

Alleson Kase and Ellen Agger are spending 
several months (again) in Thailand visiting 
women’s weaving co-ops. 

Mel Earley has returned from the Dominican 
Republic and organizing the Habitat for 
Humanity project there. 

Kenna Manos is spending several months in 
Costa Rica where she again is working with 
Habitat for Humanity and living in the well 
known Friends Community of Monteverde. 

Linda Foy is on the Board of Conscience 
Canada.   

Laura MacDonald, from Halifax, and her fiancé 
Finn Pollard, a member of Edinburgh Monthly 
Meeting, met with Halifax Monthly Meeting 
over the Christmas holidays. Through HMM their 
marriage ceremony will be held at Bethany 
United Church, September 6, 2008. They have 
been advised to initiate the clearness 
committee process in Scotland under the care 
of their own meeting as soon as possible so that 
we can bring the matter before HMM for 
approval in time for the September ceremony.  

Liz Neve, from St. Andrews, has applied for 
membership in NBMM. 

Hillary Blythe, from St. Stephen, is transferring 
her membership from Ottawa MM to NBMM. 

Sandra Zelazny, former junior member, has 
applied for adult membership. 
 

OUTREACH 

What To Do With Your Used 
Postage Stamps 
Some of us have been sending used stamps to 
Maida Follini for years, which she then sends 
to the Friends Mission Project,  which provides 
them with funds for Friends’ projects.  She 
advises that we might just as well send them 
directly to:  Quaker Missions, c/o Brad 
Hathaway, Box 795,  Mattapoisett, 
Massachusetts 02739, USA.  Or, if you like, you 
may send me and I’ll send them on: Edith 
Miller, 448 Golf Club Rd., Fredericton, NB, E3B 
5Z7.                                                          

 

Alternatives To Violence 
(AVP) Workshop 
From Sharon MacDonald 

In November 2007, my daughter and I 
were among a dozen inmates and two other 
“outsiders” who participated in the 
introductory level of AVP training at Dorchester 
Penitentiary under the able facilitation of 
Michael Miller and Linda Foy. Two inmates who 
have taken several AVP workshops in the past 
assisted them. My daughter Anna, who is a 
music therapist, has worked with youth in 
detention; however, I had never been in a 
prison. As well, I confess that I had not spent 
much time thinking about people behind bars 
before and the weekend offered an intense 
learning experience that I continue to mull 
over. There is no doubt that the diverse group 
of fellow participants (mostly young) who are 
serving sentences aroused maternal feelings in 
me as they opened up and shared their stories. 
Most admitted to making bad choices and 
genuinely seemed to want to develop better 
coping skills.  

It would be naïve to think that one 
weekend might change their lives; however, it 
is to be hoped that all of them will take 
something away from the experience. For 
myself, I read the newspaper accounts of crime 
with a slightly different perspective; I think 
about those young men and wish for them 
better lives. I look forward to attending the 
next level of AVP training with the hope that 
some of the same inmates will be there. I 
would love to believe that all these fellows will 
find their way out of the cycle of violence, 
crime and imprisonment, but I also know that 
the penal system and society as a whole 
conspires against the successful rehabilitation 
of offenders.  

Recently at a busy intersection in 
Halifax, a young fellow was asked why he was 
panhandling. He said that he had gotten out of 
prison a few months ago and no one would hire 
him. For those wishing to reintegrate into 
society, there is very little help. Poverty and 
lack of education or skills drives people to 
despair. For all its negatives, prison must end 
up being a far more secure existence for some. 

 I do not know yet where this AVP 
experience will lead me. All I know is that it 
touched me in some profound and moving way. 
My thanks go to Michael and Linda for their 
commitment to this work. 



HISTORY 
Remonstrance of the Inhabitants 
of the Town of Flushing to 
Governor Stuyvesant  

Some fascinating information came my 
way from Maida Follini about our ancestor, 
Nicholas Pearsall (b. 1619 in England, d. 
1688/89 in Flushing), who settled in what 
became part of the Township of Flushing (1645) 
in Long Island, NY.  In 1630 his father Thomas 
Pearsall had taken over the tobacco trade in 
Virginia, where he moved in 1635.  Thomas 
would be our several-greats grandfather. 

Maida writes:  Trading opportunities 
and the chance of settling new lands were not 
the only reasons settlers came to Long Island.  
After the founding of the Religious Society of 
Friends (Quakers) in 1652, traveling Friends 
fanned out over the world to spread their 
message.  They carried their mission 
throughout the British Isles, to Europe and Asia 
Minor, to the Caribbean Islands, and to the 
new American Colonies.  They were 
particularly unwelcome in Puritan New England 
where they were punished, deported, and 
banned.  When the first Quakers began arriving 
in New Netherlands, the official state religion 
of the colony was the Dutch Reformed Church, 
and no other churches were authorized. 

When a Flushing resident, Henry 
Townsend, held a Quaker Meeting in his home, 
he was fined and banished, and citizens were 
prohibited from allowing Quaker Meetings to 
be held in their homes.  Although not 
themselves Quakers, Townsend’s Flushing 
neighbors protested, and drew up a 
“Remonstrance” which they sent to Governor 
Peter Stuyvesant.  Dated December 27, 1657, it 
was signed by the Town Clerk, the Sheriff and 
28 other citizens, among whom was Nicholas 
Pearsall.  Known as The Flushing 
Remonstrance, this was the first declaration 
for religious freedom in North America. 

The following is all but one long 
paragraph from the Remonstrance:  Right 
Honorable: You have been pleased to send unto 
us a certain prohibition or command that we 
should not receive or entertain any of those 
people called Quakers because they are 
supposed to be, by some, seducers of the 
people.  For our part we cannot condemn them 
in this case, neither can we stretch out our 
hands against them, for out of Christ God is a 
consuming fire, and it is a fearful thing to fall 

into the hands of the living God. 
Wee desire therefore in this case not 

to judge least we be judged, neither to 
condemn least we be condemned, but rather 
let every man stand or fall to his own Master.  
Wee are bounde by the law to do good unto all 
men, especially to those of the household of 
faith.  And though for the present we seem to 
be unsensible for the law and the Law giver, 
yet when death and the Law assault us, if wee 
have our advocate to seeke, who shall plead 
for us in this case of conscience betwixt God 
and our own souls; he powers of this world can 
neither attach us, neither excuse us, for if God 
justifye who can condemn and if God condemn 
there is none can justifye. 

The law of love, peace and libety in 
the states extending to Jews, Turks and 
Egyptians, as they are considered sons of 
Adam, which is the glory of the outward state 
of Holland, soe love, peace and liberty, 
extending to all in Christ Jesus, condemns 
hatred, war and bondage.  And because our 
Saviour sayeth it is impossible byut that 
offences will come, but woe unto him by whom 
they cometh, our desire is not to offend one of 
his little ones, in whatsoever form, name or 
title hee appears in, whether Presbyterian, 
Independent, Baptist or Quaker, but shall be 
glad to see anything of God in any of them, 
desiring to doe unto all men as we desire all 
men should doe unto us, which is the true law 
both of Church and State; for our Saviour 
sayeth this is the law and the prophets. 

Therefore if any of these said persons 
come in love unto us, we cannot in conscience 
lay violent hands upon them, but give them 
free egresse and regresse unto our Town, and 
houses, as God shall persuade our consciences, 
for we are bounde by the law of God and man 
to doe good unto all men and evil to noe man.  
And this is according to the patent and charter 
of our Towne, given unto us in the name of he 
States General, which we are not willing to 
infringe, and violate, but shall houlde to our 
patent and shall remaine, your humble 
subjects, the inhabitants of Vlishing. 

The Queens Library Community 
Information bulletin, in Long Island, states that 
the Flushing Remonstrance: was the foundation 
of the First Amendment to the United States 
Constitution…..viz: Article 1: Congress shall 
make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof….. 



MONTHLY MEETING REPORTS 

Halifax MM  
Notes from Roger Davies 

Monthly Peace and Social Justice 
Letter-writing Gathering:  Meeting in the home 
of Atze and Corrie Douma, the group began 
with the December Amnesty International Write 
for Rights campaign.  They have decided to 
continue to get together to respond with 
personal letters to Amnesty urgent action 
requests and pressing concerns, such as 
allowing U.S. war resisters to remain in 
Canada, and the Kairos call for justice in Gaza.  

The Peace and Social Justice 
Committee has begun preliminary work on a 
counter-recruitment initiative.  We hope to be 
able to speak with high school youth about 
making informed and carefully considered 
choices if they are considering enlisting in the 
military.  We would like to be in touch with 
other Friends in Atlantic Canada who share our 
concern. Roger is the contact person at 902-
457-4351 or rogerdavies@eastlink.ca. 

Halifax MM 
Excerpts from minutes of HMM Meeting for 
Worship for Business, December 2, 2007 
Atlantic School of Theology 

The official postal address of HMM is:  
P.O.Box 8091,  Halifax, NS,  B3K 5L8. 
Mel Earley is Acting Clerk for the months of 
February and March 2008. 

Corrie Douma reported on the moving 
Shining Lights performance at the Face of 
Poverty’s Interfaith Service.  

Our sincere sympathies go out to Mieke 
Eales and Paige Kennedy who have both lost 
mothers recently. 
  Cards were sent from HMM to Harry 
Roper and John Calder, who have both been ill. 
Recent word is that John Calder’s health is 
much improved. 

Halifax MM  
Excerpts from minutes of M4W4B, January 6, 
2008, AST--Sharon MacDonald, Interim Clerk; 
Christina Tellez, Recording Clerk; Roger Davies, 
Treasurer 

Sharon MacDonald, as Clerk of Ministry 
and Counsel, is the contact person for 
Arimathea Funeral Co-op.  She will host the 
yearly discussion around faith and practice 
chapter.  

 Nominating Committee: Barry Thomas 
will serve another 3 years on CYM Finance 
Committee.  Margot Overington will serve on 
CYM Programme Committee for a 3-year term.  
Bill Curry has asked to be nominated by HMM to 
Home Mission & Advancement Committee 
(HMAC).  An Isolated Friend in Port Maitland, 
NS, Bill proposes to give reports to HMM 
through e-mail and in person.  He enclosed a 
letter outlining how he can contribute to HMAC 
with its new responsibilities. 

Nominating Committee approved 
spending up to $200 for expenses for CnR 
Implementation Committee.  Requests have 
been approved for Halifax Meeting sound 
system, $2,730.   
            Finance Committee reported that as of 
Nov/07 CYM had both significantly lower than 
budgeted income and  expenses, principally 
due to lower attendance.  There are no major 
variances from budget.  As usual, Friends' 
contributions are much needed.  
    3-part Series to Discuss our Beliefs is planned 
by HMM. Given our diversity of beliefs in 
worshipping together, the Canadian Yearly 
Meeting Consultation and Renewal Working 
Group has suggested that local Meetings create 
opportunities for open dialogue about beliefs 
and expressions of spirituality to enhance our 
freedom to worship together and to minister to 
one another allowing for diversity and 
differences of spiritual language and 
expression. We remind ourselves to “feel where 
words come from.” (Recommendation C-2) 
  Also at Yearly Meeting 2007 there was 
much discussion and thought around the 
wording of Recommendation C-1 “that 
Canadian Friends openly recognize the 
Christian tradition of our Religious Society of 
Friends and its continuing nurture for many of 
our members and attenders.  We ask local 
meetings and Yearly Meeting to find ways to 
engage more deeply with the Christian roots of 
Quakerism.  This does not mean overlooking 
the current breadth of belief and conviction 
among those who are not Christian—both 
Christian and non-Christian beliefs have a part 
in fostering the loving community and 
inspirational diversity we now experience and 
value corporately.” 

 
This recommendation was not approved 

at Yearly Meeting.  One of the reasons was that 
some Friends present objected to the opening 
line that Canadian Friends openly recognize the 



Christian tradition of our Religious Society of 
Friends.  To open a dialogue around our beliefs, 
Programme Committee will offer a 3-part series 
over meetings: 

In March we will have a short history of 
the Christian roots of Quakerism and a worship 
sharing around our current beliefs. 
  In April, given our knowledge of our 
own diversity of belief in Meeting we will 
discuss Recommendation C-1 of the CnR and 
give the CnR committee feedback on insights 
coming from our group discussion. 

Friends United Meeting Concern:   In 
August Canadian Yearly Meeting wrote to FUM 
expressing disagreement with their 
reaffirmation of the Richmond Declaration at 
its General Board Meeting in Kenya in February 
2007; our concern about FUM policies excluding 
gays and lesbians from service; and our distress 
about a devotional address delivered at FUM 
stating that homosexuals are worthy of death.  
An October 2007 response from FUM  prompted 
Representative Meeting to ask our CYM 
presiding clerk, in consultation with our Rep to 
FUM, Signy Fridriksson, to respond to the 
October 2007 statement in the near future.  It 
is important that the dialogue with FUM 
continue.   

We approve funding for Signy 
Fridriksson to attend FUM Triennial in North 
Carolina in July 2008 as our delegate, and also 
approve funding for another CYM delegate to 
accompany her.  CYM Nominating Committee is 
authorized to select this second delegate.   

We also approve funding for Signy to 
attend Representative Meeting in May 2008.  
We also ask CYM Nominating Committee to 
increase the size of the Ad Hoc Committee on 
Affiliation with Friends United Meeting to 
discern an appropriate size, and authorize CYM 
Nominating Committee to appoint these further 
member(s).  We invite Ad Hoc Committee on 
Affiliation with FUM to bring concerns to 
Representative Meeting in May 2008, and we 
ask members of Representative Meeting to 
bring concerns to our May meeting so delegates 
to FUM Triennial Meeting in July 2008 have a 
sense of the responses of Canadian Friends. 

CYM Presiding Clerk Dale Dewar 
reported on her work since Yearly Meeting. 
Dale has drafted letters on the state of war 
resisters in Canada.  CFSC has asked for CYM 
support.  CYM Clerk was asked to seek further 
information on the circumstances of war 
resisters Jeremy Hinzman and Brandon Hughey 

since the refusal of the Supreme Court to hear 
their case, and to write letters of support for 
them as appropriate.  CYM Clerk was also asked 
to request the government to make provision 
for war resisters to stay in Canada, as was done 
during the Vietnam war.    

Prison chaplain remuneration:              
The committee approved facilitating the 
payment of Quaker chaplains in the federal 
prison system, as their salary has to be paid to 
the religious body to which the chaplain 
belongs.  We ask the Office Review Committee 
to examine how salaries for prison chaplains 
can be received and paid by Yearly Meeting. 

Home Mission and Advancement 
Committee: Meeting at Victoria Friends Meeting 
House in BC on November 2-3, Mel Earley 
reported that HMAC decided to meet in person 
once a year in the Fall in different parts of the 
country and at other times by teleconference.  
Some items the committee worked on: 
* Fred Holtz’s article, “A bit about Quakers in 
Canada,” unpublished. 
* placement of pamphlets compiled by Anne 
Thomas for  Halifax MM on the Web Site and 
make them available for use by other meetings. 
    * HMAC have a BLOG for internal use – 
discussion and exploring ideas 
 * Video Project to be called Young Friends/Old 
Friends: Recording our Quaker History. Young 
Friends will interview Older Friends (relative 
terms) and Vice Versa in digital video, and end 
product will be edited and produced as a 
Canadian Quaker documentary of the history of 
Friends’ lives and experiences. Mel Earley will 
organize and record Atlantic Friends.   
* Password protected side of website 
(committees) can be opened with following 
password :  User Login : cymbusiness   Password 
: waywillopen 

 
Halifax MM  
Excerpts from minutes of HMM4W4B, February 
3, 2008, at AST. 

Christians For Refugees Committee, 
comprised of a number of Halifax churches: Mel 
Earley reported that more members of the 
Teah Family have been found in Liberia.  
Application has been made and accepted by 
Citizenship and Emigration Canada (CIC) for the 
unification of these family members with those 
already in Halifax. We expect them to arrive in 
March and will be assisting them to settle in.   

 



Outreach Committee: Anne Thomas 
reported that the Outreach Committee is 
prepared to take on the overall care of the web 
page. For major changes we will contract Bruce 
Dienes to do this as the expertise is not present 
in this Meeting. We advertised the talk on 
uranium in the religion page of the Chronicle 
Herald. Public Service Announcements on radio 
need 3 weeks’ notice and cannot have religious 
content. 

Quaker Youth Prilgrimage: Christina 
Tellez has been accepted by Friends World 
Committee for Consultation to the Quaker 
Youth Pilgrimage on July 18-August 15. 
Christina will be asking Finance Committee of 
HMM for their support.  

Ezra Morell Memorial: On behalf of 
HMM Mel Earley attended Ezra Morell’s 
memorial Meeting in Lunenburg on January 29. 
Ezra Morell had been married under the care of 
HMM and died in a car accident. Mel clerked 
the Memorial Meeting and sent a report: 

Ezra Morrell was the son of Anne 
Morrell Robinson and the late Garrett Morrell, 
a Quaker family from the USA who settled in 
Cape Breton in the 1970s. The Morrells are 
lifelong friends of the Belzers and well known 
to other Friends in our Meeting. Quaker 
Memorial Meetings were held in Cape Breton 
and Lunenburg. 

The Meeting in his home town of Big 
Intervale, Margaree Valley, was held in the 
little historic United Church just across the 
river from his childhood home. His brother, 
Amish Morrell, opened the meeting and the 
standing room-only group gave testimony to his 
life and his connection with the land and the 
people that were part of his life. 

The Meeting in Lunenburg was 
attended by a large gathering of over 200 
friends of Ezra and friends and relatives of the 
family, from Nova Scotia, and other places in 
Canada, the USA and overseas. Mel Earley 
opened the Meeting and explained worship in 
the manner of Friends  to the many non- 
Quakers present. It was a very moving Meeting. 
The mourning and grieving for this widely 
loved young man taken from us in the flower 
of youth was overwhelming.  

From the silence, friends and family 
one after another rose and gave testimony of 
Ezra’s love of life and people, of his 
gentleness, his fine character, his many 
qualities and his humour and playfulness. 
People spoke of his way of engaging people he 

met and drawing them into his friendship and 
his large circle of friends. Trades people who 
had worked with him spoke of his skill as a 
carpenter and his love of restoring old houses. 
School friends remembered him fondly from 
the [Quaker] George School and his love of 
practical jokes. Memorials and testimonies 
continued in the fading light amid tears and 
sobs for almost two hours. Halifax Friends 
Meeting has send a message of condolence to 
the Morrell family.  

Mel received an e-mail from Anne 
Morrell Robinson, Ezra’s mother, thanking him 
for clerking the event.  

Christian Meditation Retreat led by 
Charles Brown gave participants an 
understanding of John Main and this movement.  
This event was well attended and there was 
much discussion as well as meditation. 

African Great Lakes Initiative:  CFSC is 
accepting donations to assist those affected by 
the current post-election conflict in Kenya. 
Friends Peace Teams’ African Great Lakes 
Initiative program has staff on the ground in 
Kenya offering assistance in de-escalating 
conflict, etc. Cheques earmarked “AGLI-Kenya” 
can be sent to CFSC at 60 Lowther Avenue, 
Toronto, ON, M5R 1C7.  [ed. note: for 
information on AGLI, write John McKendy, who 
is participating in this project: 
jmckendy@gmail.com.]  

Friends World Committee for 
Consultation (FWCC) has set up a blog with 
information on the situation in Kenya and the 
impact on Friends (Kenya has more Quakers 
than any other country globally). Visit it at: 
http://fwcckenyanews.blogspot.com/  

Peace & Social Justice Committee: 
Roger Davies, an attender for the last two 
years, is nominated to serve on CFSC, and a 
letter from Roger was read to the Meeting 
outlining the Peace and Social justice work he 
has done in the past.  In a discussion about 
Conscientious Objectors, mention was made of 
the Daniel Seeger case {United States v. 
Seeger, vol.380 U.S. 163 (1965)}, a case where 
Daniel Seeger won a U.S. Supreme Court case 
on being a Conscientious Objector without 
religious grounds. 

 An informal survey will help the 
committee plan future work. Counter-
recruitment ideas being considered:  

• possible school visits 
• liaison with Dal peace group 
• producing a pamphlet 



• gathering information and statistics 
about the human cost of soldiering 

• books  and resources -  “Army of None” 
-  “Operation dismantle” 

• collaboration  - VOW  , Helen Lofgren 
and Sheila Zurbrigg 
Representative Committee:  Mel Earley 

reported on the October meeting in Toronto.  
In future, following C’nR recommendations, (1) 
Religious Education to become a responsibility 
of HMAC, (2) a Quaker Education program for 
adults to be established by HMAC, (3) Visitation 
program to be established and coordinator 
hired by HMAC,, and (4) a Publications and 
Communication Committee to take 
responsibility for Canadian Friend, Canadian 
Quaker Pamphlet Series, web page, etc.   

Rep Committee has completed its 
inspections of possible sites available for 
Canadian Yearly Meeting's sessions in 2009.  It 
has come in unity to the conclusion that the 
sessions can be held quite adequately at the 
Kemptville campus of University of Guelph, 
forty kilometres south of Ottawa. 
            The committee has done an exhaustive 
search for two years, checking close to seventy 
sites and visiting ten.  CYM's complex 
requirements and budget constraints meant it 
was unlikely a "perfect" site could be found, 
and that has been the case.  The committee 
feels strongly that bringing CYM back to Ontario 
is of prime importance for Quakers in Canada, 
to retain members and current attenders as 
well as to allow outreach programs. 
          There will be no Food Co-op in operation 
for meals, but the tenting site is pleasant and 
in close proximity to the residence, the meal 
plan is reasonably priced, the kitchen appears 
willing and able to accommodate our 
reasonable food sensitivities and the rural area 
indicates probability of locally-grown food.  
There are more than adequate meeting spaces, 
and opportunities for outdoor recreation 
abound on this large, level, comfortable old-
fashioned campus.  Special mindfulness has 
been given to accommodations for elderly 
Friends as well as those less able and those 
with food sensitivities. 

Programme Committee suggests the 
following change to the Canadian Yearly 
Meeting rotation schedule in order to spread 
the work out a little and also enable 
development in central Canada. 
  2008:    Western, Camrose, AB 
  2009:    Central-Eastern, Kemptville, ON  

  2010:    Central-Western, Winnipeg, MB 
  2011:    Eastern, Windsor, NS              
  2012:    Western, and so on . . . 

Monthly Meetings are asked to discuss 
this rotational basis in order to assist the 
Programme Committee in its task of finding 
sites and host Meetings.  If Meetings are in 
agreement, it is hoped this change can be 
approved during CYM-in session in the summer 
of 2008. 
  

Annapolis Valley MM  
Notes:  Our Christmas event was 

‘postponed due to weather’ (what a surprise! 
☺).  We adapted well, and although we greatly 
missed the presence of children, and their 
famous plays, we had a lovely time reminiscing 
the impact of various Christmas Carols in 
different times of our lives.  We held a CFSC 
Fundraising ‘regifting’ at this event, and raised 
$70 for this Committee.   

 
We also participated in the Wolfville 

Area Interchurch Council’s preparation of 
Christmas Hampers, and appreciate the 
involvement with the community this has 
offered us. 

 
We finished our study group series on 

“As a Quaker, what is my relationship to 
Christianity.”  Each group was facilitated by a 
different Friend who started the dialogue by 
sharing their own experience. Initial feedback 
was that it gave deeper insight into one 
another’s spiritual paths, and helped enhance 
our sense of community. 

 
We laid Ladny Richmond to rest in our 

burial ground at Willowbank Cemetery.  The 
ceremony was in the Quaker tradition, and was 
another opportunity for us to recognize the 
wonderful contribution her presence was to us.  
She is the first member to utilize this space 
that is reserved for our Meeting.  The need to 
make policy decisions about this space, and our 
losing of a number of dear Friends the last year 
has stirred some very strong feelings in our 
Meeting.  We have had a number of threshing 
and specially called meetings about the topics 
of death and dying.  Although difficult and 
painful at times, it seems that this process too 
has enriched our Meeting’s spiritual depth.   

Our Ministry and Counsel have led a 
number of these events, and we appreciate 
their efforts to bring our issues forward.   



The Clerk is encouraging our Meetings 
for Worship for Business to be more focused 
and to use the committee process effectively. 
This has been a bit of a struggle as we adapt to 
new ways but we look forward to more directed 
and spiritually based process.  

 
We have a number of Friends with 

hearing problems, and struggle with this 
problem at our Meetings.  We were made 
aware of technical resources, and possible 
funds available for this option through CYM, but 
currently feel the cost of such is too much. 

 
We have two Friends who share the 

Treasurer’s work who made recommendations 
about the need to cut our Budget proposal to 
fit the reality of the funds we actually have 
received.  We continue to be challenged by a 
relatively small amount of funds received 
through our members’ contributions, and seek 
a way to deal with this ongoing situation.   

 

South Shore Worship Group  
Notes from Margery Dahn 
 

Several members of the South Shore 
Worship Group, in cooperation with the South 
Shore Chapter of the Council of Canadians, 
were involved in the public meeting, Uranium 
Mining in Nova Scotia: What Are the Risks? at 
the Forest Heights School, Chester Grant on 
January 18th.  The group had learned that 
exploration for uranium was taking place in 
several areas in Hants and Lunenburg counties 
and that the government was considering lifting 
the ban on uranium mining.  The ban, which 
was put in place by the provincial government 
in the 1980s, was due to the very hard work of 
activists, including many Quakers.   

 
Panelists at the meeting included Rudy Haase, 
well-known environmentalist and chair of the 
1980s organization “Citizens Against Uranium 
Mining”, which successfully procured the 
moratorium. Also, Graham Steele, NDP 
Environment Critic who recently introduced a 
motion to make the moratorium permanent; 
Robert Krienke, president of Tripple Uranium 
Resources, who are doing the exploration; and 
Marion Moore, Chairperson of the SS Council of 
Canadians (and member of the Worship Group).  
The moderator was Helen Lanthier, also a 
member of our WG 
.

The meeting was attended by over 100 people 
almost all of whom are opposed to uranium 
mining and are anxious to see the ban on 
uranium mining continue.  Marion gave an 
excellent presentation outlining the importance 
of preventing the radioactive contamination of 
our land and waterways. Further activities are 
planned in cooperation with other interested 
groups. 
 

The Worship Group also read and 
discussed the paper on Afghanistan produced 
by the CFSC.  We then drafted a statement that 
included our Quaker peace testimony as well as 
suggestions for the withdrawal of troops and 
for diplomatic efforts and financial assistance 
to resolve the situation in Afghanistan. We sent 
our Statement to every MP and Senator in 
Ottawa.  Anyone interested in reading the 
Statement may e-mail Margery Dahn at 
randm.dahn@ns.sympatico.ca. 
 
 

New Brunswick MM  
Excerpts from minutes of NBMM M4W4B 
February 3, held in the home of Doris and John 
Calder, Clerk, at Long Reach, Kingston 
Peninsula.  Friends from the Saint John Area, 
Fredericton, PEI, and St. Andrews “Fundy 
Friends” Worship Groups attended. 
 

Vince Zelazny has offered to be on 
CFSC another term.  Maida Follini was thanked 
for having served as Treasurer, but as she will 
be moving to Dartmouth, NS, Lesley Read is 
willing to act as Treasurer.  

 
Daphne Davey, CYM Statistical 

Secretary, stressed the importance of 
statistical reports for historical/archival 
reasons, and to give a clear demographic 
picture of the membership in order to read 
future needs of services that CYM might offer, 
e.g. for different age groups. 
 


