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Atlantic Friends Newsletter
March-April 2009

To pray does not mean to send messages to the gods.
To pray means to listen.

-Robert Bringhurst

Atlantic Friends Gathering, May 15-18, 2009 - “What
Does God Mean To Me?”

Come and join new and old Friends for a rejuvenation of spirits and friendships at our annual
Atlantic Friends Gathering. Atlantic Friends Gathering is an annual event linking members and
attenders of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) from across Atlantic Canada.

Date: Victoria Day Weekend, Friday evening, May 15, 2009: through Monday, May 18 at Noon.
Location: Camp Geddie located right on the ocean in Merigomish Nova Scotia (detailed
directions below).
This is always a fun weekend of: Fresh Air, Walks on the Beach or in the Woods, and with lots
of time to pause and be still and to join in discussions, games and activities.
Program: Details on program schedule will be announced soon!
We will have Friends who will lead us in discussions / meetings / worship sharing /special
interest groups (SIGS) on a diverse array of subjects that both inspire and concern us as Quakers.

Recreation: Games, Books, Music, Crafts and much more! On Friday evening you may arrive
any time after 5:00 pm. We will have a pot of soup on. If you can, stay until Monday morning
and help tidy up before we go home.

Edith Miller, Editor
Format of Notices, Personals, Outreach, Monthly Meeting Minutes,
Articles, Comments.
Send material to: 448 Golf Club Rd., Fredericton, NB, E3B 5Z7; (506)
454-5882;
memiller@rogers.com

Daphne Davey, Distribution
Send both postal and e-mail address changes to: PO Box 299, Cornwall,
PEI, C0A 1H0;
(902) 675-3501; fax (902) 675-2533
ddavey@eastlink.ca

Bruce Dienes, Webminder
webminder@atlantic.quaker.ca
Atlantic Friends web site
www.atlantic.quaker.ca
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Theme: Following on last year’s theme “What is my relationship to Christianity?”our theme
this year is “What does God mean to me?”To some, God has a traditional image acquired from
traditional religion –mainstream churches’definition of God from childhood. However, many
of us struggle with this and find it hard to use the term. Some of us try to find new ways of
experiencing and communicating what God means. How do we find “that of God”in ourselves
and others? In order to communicate our under-standing of “God”as Quakers, what do we need
to express ourselves and have a relationship with that entity?

As was experienced last year, this exploration will have a strong commitment to safety for all to
express their thoughts about this topic delving deep into our personal beliefs.

As with previous AFG's there are no compulsory activities. The healing atmosphere of being in
a welcome nature retreat offers an opportunity to open ourselves up to whatever we feel leads us,
and to make this, a weekend of renewal of our individual and our group spirit.

☺Seeking -- Youth Coordinator
This is a weekend for fun and enjoyment for individuals of all ages.
The Young Folks Program will also feature plenty of scope for intergenerational activity. We
are seeking a Youth leader/coordinator for our Young Folks Program— this is a paid position—
if you know of someone who would fit the bill please contact Penni. Mel or Linda (emails and
telephone numbers below). Also— look for Notices and more information on this position,
elsewhere in this newsletter and in Notices from your Meeting.
Cost: $55 per adult for the weekend, or $25 per night, or $15 per day (for those not staying
overnight). If you pre-register, you save $5 from the weekend cost (you can still pay on-site).
Children and Teenagers are free! Anyone who cannot afford these fees may pay less or nothing.
Anyone who can pay more is asked to donate towards costs for those who cannot. Check with
you local Meeting re travel subsidies. In the AFG Budget we have a modest surplus and can
assist the needy with travel and other costs, so that those who wish to attend are not prevented
from doing so because of financial concerns.
Meals: Potluck. Please bring anything and everything, with the idea of ease of preparation. As
you gather your food together ensure that simplicity of preparation is a consideration. Cooked in
advance is very helpful. Casseroles would be nice! We will buy staples such as fresh milk,
butter, tea, coffee, etc. We will need to bring the rest.
Kitchen is fully equipped. No need to bring dishes or cutlery. We will all take turns helping in
kitchen during the weekend, but we are fortunate to have two seasoned food co-op and AFG
Friends –Gwen and Dale who will lead us towards our traditional amazing combinations!

Accommodations: Heated accommodations at the camp are in the main building, Irwin Lodge,
which has sleeping capacity for 30-35 in double- and bunk-beds with shared bathrooms on same
floor (It can accommodate most of those attending). Irwin Lodge also contains the kitchen,
dining area and meeting area and library on the main floor. The entire building is heated and has
a big open comfy fireplace. Bedrooms are heated. One bed room and nearby washroom on the
ground floor are wheelchair accessible. There is also the Margaret MacDougall Lodge (A-
Frame) that sleeps five with a kitchenette and bathroom. There are also a number of unheated
cabins available for “shiver and shake”Quakers. With both of these options Campers must
provide their own sleeping bags.
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The setting: Camp Geddie has a wide open field, spectacular beach, a place for a campfire at
night, and many hiking trails, with an amazing view of sunsets that are literally show/workshop
stopping. The large field area covered with short grass that would not hide dog doo very well.
This field area is an ideal place to fly kites, play soccer, ball, etc. Camp Geddie is owned and
operated by The Presbyterian Church in Canada and is accredited by the Camping Association of
Nova Scotia. See the camp's web site at http://www.campgeddie.ca
Directions & Registration
How to get there: Directions to Camp Geddie:

- From Truro and West –Take Trans Canada Highway #104 past New Glasgow exits to exit
27. Then take Highway 245 towards Merigomish. Camp entrance is about 18 kms. from the
Trans Canada Highway –watch out for Geddie Road sign.

- From Antigonish –take Hwy # 104 to exit 27 –then follow directions as above.
- See also: http://www.campgeddie.ca/index_files/page0013.html

Registration: Register online –web pages will be up SOON!
- Please try to let us know if you are coming. It makes the organizers' work much simpler.

This is particularly important if you are bringing children, as we need to know what ages to plan
for, and what materials to prepare. Register online— web pages will be up by the end of
February on our Atlantic.quaker.ca web site, go to http://www.atlantic.quaker.ca

- Alternatively, a phone call, an email or just plain old snail mail will be sufficient. We need to
know names, ages of children, preferred type of accommodation, # of nights you plan to be there,
and we might be able to help connect rides together for car-pooling, although check within your
own Meeting first. Please email Mel Earley at melearley.gmail.com or call him at 902-455-
6222 or write to 2770 William Hunt Ave., Halifax NS B3L 3V1 -- BOOK NOW PAY LATER!
List of What to Bring:
Readings: We are asking people to consider bringing a short reading to AFG that reflects a
deeply held belief or concern of yours. We hope to create multiple opportunities for people to get
together in worship-sharing or discussions about the readings and ideas that Friends bring.
Food: Food will be potluck. So please bring food items. Casseroles would be helpful. Also, as
you gather your food together ensure that simplicity of preparation is a consideration. The
committee will provide staples such as milk, butter, tea, coffee, etc. We will need to bring the
rest.
Clothing: Remember that while during the daytime it can be quite warm, the evenings are still
brisk. So a range of clothing options may be needed, from t-shirts to mittens/sweaters. Rubber
boots and raingear may also help you.
Sleeping stuff: Sleeping bag, blankets, pillow. Remember it can get really cold at night, and you
have to bring all of the items necessary to keep yourself warm. Mattresses only are provided in
the rooms and the cabins.
Toiletries: Pack your toiletries, soap, towels, dental care items— but please do your utmost to
make this a
Scent-Free event. Avoid wearing or bringing scented products— such as soaps, shampoos,
lotions, creams or gels— as well as other personal-care products and scents and perfumes. Use
Scent-Free laundry soap and softeners. Please Friends, our aim is to ensure that the interests of
all creatures are respected without conflict. The camp is also a Smoke-Free and Alcohol-Free
zone.
Pets: If you need to bring a pet please talk with Mel Earley, the registrar.
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Other Misc: Fly repellent, sunscreen, flashlight, batteries, Sleeping bag, pillow, musical
instruments, canoe, kayaks, and swimming suits for the extremely brave. Your ability to have
fun, humor!
Drum Circle: There is a possibility that Nate Miller, a professional drummer/director/ teacher
and CD producer (and Michael & Edith’s son) will come and hold a drum circle or two,
intergenerational and/or for youth. Please bring a drum— hand drum/djembe/ conga/bongo— if
you have one or two, though some will be provided.
Contacts: Penni Burrell tel.902-678-1229 email, Pennibu@ns.sympatico.ca Linda Foy tel. 506-
538-7863 email, lsfoy@nb.sympatico.ca Mel Earley tel.902-455-6222 email,
melearley@gmail.com

Youth Coordinator Position
Atlantic Friends Gathering seeks a coordinator for children and youth for our annual event, to
take place May 15-18, 2009, at Camp Geddie, near Antigonish, Nova Scotia.

We seek a Young Friend*(preferably) to
 Reach out to youth prior to the gathering,
 Engage with the youth who plan to attend to plan and develop interactive and engaging

youth programs
 Work with youth to create fun and meaningful environment with opportunities for

following personal passions, and make friendships happen.
 Arrange the program for the week-end
 Organize space and materials (limited materials budget available)
 Cover the hours and planning for all age groups (see below).
 Coordinate with the other care givers.
 Other usual duties involved in programming for a wide range of children’s ages

depending on registration (possibly very young, possibly all teens), troubleshooting that
go with the job of planning and leading programs for the weekend.

 We offer $500 for this position. This includes outreach activities before the AFG, and
attendance at the event, and participating in an evaluation process after.

*Applications by young-at-heart (but not young by the calendar), youth who are not members of
Meetings, but are familiar with Quaker process and beliefs will be considered as well.

 Any questions, or to apply, please contact:
 Linda Foy lsfoy@nb.sympatico.ca, or
 Mel Earley melearley@gmail.com, or

 Penni Burrell pennibu@ns.sympatico.ca Phone Penni at 902 678 1229

 Deadline: March 15.

PLEASE INFORM PEOPLE YOU BELIEVE MAY BE INTERESTED IN THIS.

*********
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Keith Helmuth’s Book Launch

Right Relationship: Building a Whole Earth
Economy, by Peter Brown, Geoffrey Garver, with
Keith Helmuth and others, was launched in
February of this year in Philadelphia. The book
introduces a fresh term, “commonwealth of
life,” meaning nature— plants and animals,
including humans. It applies Aldo Leopold’s
ethic, “A thing is right when it tends to preserve
the integrity, resilience, and beauty of the
commonwealth of life. It is wrong when it tends
otherwise.”

We hope to have copies available at May AFG.
Right Relationship: Building a Whole Earth
Economy is available through all regular book
outlets in both the US and Canada. If your local
bookstore does not have it in stock they should
be able to easily order it (ISBN 978-1-57675-762-
8). It is also available from Amazon, but please
try your bookstore first.

FWCC Regional Gathering,
May 15-17, 2009
[I know this conflicts with our Atlantic Friends
Gathering, but I agreed to include it. EM]

Coming to the Philadelphia area, May 15-
17: a bilingual gathering on the theme “Peace
within Us, Peace with God, Peace with our
Neighbor,” sponsored jointly by Philadelphia
Yearly Meeting Friends and Philadelphia’s two

Hispanic Evangelical Friends Churches (members
of Evangelical Friends Church Eastern Region).

The annual gathering of the Northeast
Region of the Friends World Committee for
Consultation (Section of the Americas) will
feature speakers Mary Lord (Baltimore YM) and
César Nufio (National Friends Church of
Guatemala), and will reflect the diversity of the
hosting groups’ traditions. Both programmed
and silent worship will be part of the program, as
well as fellowship while preparing meals
together, conversing informally during rest
times, and enjoying a campfire. All Friends and
friends of Friends are welcome and encouraged
to attend; no prior connection with FWCC is
necessary.  

The place will be Deer Park Camp, a wooded
setting with simple accommodations near New
Hope, PA. Transportation from the Trenton train
station can be arranged, as well as child care.
The cost is $140 per adult, with some limited
scholarship help available (but monthly,
quarterly and yearly meetings should be
approached for assistance as well). Come and
share in this adventure of bilingual and worship
diversity! Keynote talks and small-group sessions
will be sequentially interpreted into the other
language. Hispanic Friends in the U.S. often
speak English for informal conversation. We will
sing too! A registration form will be posted on
the website www.fwccamericas.org, or contact
the registrar, Jeff Keith

jeffthelinguist@juno.com or 215-551-3747.

***********

Atlantic Friends Communications Committee
The Atlantic Communications Committee (Edith
Miller, Mel Earley and Carol Bradley) met by
telephone on October 30, 2008 and discussed
Atlantic Friends Gathering for 2009 as well as
the proposal for a Friends World Committee for
Consultation/AFG gathering in the Northeast in
2010.

1) AFG: Although the site was booked,

work proceeded during the winter. None of us
was able to take the lead role in our own
Meetings but was happy to continue to be part
of an overall planning committee.

2) FWCC/AFG 2010. We were in agreement to
request the three Atlantic meetings to co-
sponsor a joint gathering with Friends World
Committee in Consultation, in May of 2010 at a

location in north or eastern New Brunswick or
northern Maine.

We ask the Meetings:

- to immediately write a joint letter to FWCC
indicating their willingness to co-sponsor the
Gathering, asking FWCC to reserve and to
publicize the dates, and to enquire of FWCC
what assistance, both financially and in staff or
volunteer help, may be available.

- to each name two persons to a planning
committee to start work very early in 2009,
including a site search. Again, none of us is
able to take the lead role, but we will write
the letter and act as Contact Persons until a
committee is named, if the Meetings so
authorize it.
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We think that a site search should attempt to
identify three locations, one in the US and two
in New Brunswick, of which one at least will be
able to offer amenities in meals and
accommodations similar to Villa Madonna's.
That will enable meetings to have a useful
discussion as to how to cover costs for those
who may be on limited budgets.
Respectfully submitted,
Communications Committee
c/o Carol Bradley
carolbrad@eastlink.ca

Heeding Gods’ Call:
A Gathering on Peace
January 13-17, 2009
Philadelphia, PA
Compiled by Ellen & Keith Helmuth, delegates
from New Brunswick Monthly Meeting

The stated mission of this Gathering was to
strengthen our witness and work for peace in
the world by inspiring hope, raising voices,
taking action.

There were around 375 participants at the
event sponsored by the three historic Peace
Churches, Quakers, Mennonites and Church of
the Brethren. Invitations were sent to 40 other
denominations and 23 of those traditions
responded by sending delegates. Observers
from the Jewish and Muslim faith traditions
were also present.

For the Opening Worship, Jim Forbes, minister
Emeritus of the Riverside Church, New York
City, brought a powerful message on the
parallel between Martin Luther King Jr’s work
and that of Jesus. This is the 40th year since
MLK’s death and he reminded us all that this is
the year of our Lords’ favor. Let us rise to the
challenge and continue the work.

The daily program format consisted of an
opening call to worship, singing, scripture, and
preaching. The first day’s theme was hope, and
everyone was given an acorn as they entered
and was asked to consider the metaphor of
darkness and light, of seeds bearing fruit.

The second day saw baskets of bread,
representing inspiration and shared with singing

“Bread is broken, Friendships token, In our
sharing, God is known.”

The third day saw a pair of boots and gloves, a
call to action. Each day the preachers
challenged us with words of hope and
inspiration and with examples of actions. The
choir brought ministry in song such as Micah
6:8, “What does our God require of you, to do
justice, love kindness, and to walk humbly with
your God.” The 30-member choir was led by
Elaine Kirkland; the audience also participating
with songs from lament, “What Have We
Done?” to “I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me”
and “Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on
me.” A spirited rendition of “We are Marching
in the Light of God” saw everyone leave their
seats and circle the pews in joyous harmony.
There was a lot of singing!

The balance of the morning sessions was given
over to panel discussions, and on Friday to
focus groups. The afternoons were taken up
with workshops with nearly 30 offered, and
anchor groups that were formed for small
group-sharing around the Gatherings themes
and events.

The evening sessions consisted of plenary
speakers. Ched Meyer spoke on “The Radical
Non Violence of Jesus.” He noted how
peacemakers such as Ghandi and King and Jesus
were accused of being “disrupters of peace” by
those in power and went on the examine how
Jesus was a threat to those in power in his
time.”

Alexie M. Torres Fleming spoke on “The
Intersection of Faith and Practice,” tracing her
beginnings in a public housing project in the
South Bronx, to a corporate career in
Manhattan, and returning to the South Bronx to
join a community action group to work for
peace and justice. One of the memorable
lessons she left us with was “among the things
you own, whatever is not absolutely necessary,
does not belong to you.”

The third evening’s focus was a World Café
with entertainment by a local jazz group and
the threshing of topics for action in what God is
calling us to do. By the next morning, all of
these had been winnowed to twenty-one
actions that formed the basis for focus groups
to further flesh out needed attention and
action.
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A very real action, witness and march
transpired during this Gathering. In response to
a very high profile of gun violence in the city of
Philadelphia, one local gun shop owner was
asked to voluntarily sign the local code of
conduct with regard to the use of computer
tracking of straw buyers that violate the city
ordinance of acquiring one gun/month. A line
of marchers witnessed outside the shop while
four entered the gun shop and asked the owner
to comply with the code. He refused. The four
witnesses said, “OK, we’ll sit down here and
pray for you” and refused to leave the shop.
Police were called, the four arrested and
charged with trespass, and held until the wee
hours of the morning. It was anticipated that
bail money might be necessary for their release
and the Gathering participants rallied to collect
over $6,000 for a potential $3,000 bail. In the
end it was not needed, money was returned to
those who had “loaned,” and some of that
money was retained to help with legal costs
that would be forthcoming. A truly
encompassing and passionate spirit was present
at all times during these events.

On the day of MLK’s birthday, January 15, Dr
Vincent Harding was present and asked folks to
imagine MLK as an 80 year-old man if he were
still alive today. He had called all the people
involved in the march to the gun shop, to the
center of the room for a blessing. Others left
their seats and formed a circle of solidarity
with hands and arms around each other. Dr
Harding told the story of MLK’s last moments
when he was in Memphis, TN listening to a jazz
band practice for a concert later that evening.
One of the songs they were going to play was
“Precious Lord, Take My Hand” which was
Martin’s favorite hymn. He said to the band,
“You know that is my favorite hymn, you play
that real good tonight.” And the bullet found
him. Dr Harding’s comment was that he was
sure that Martin left this earth with that song
in his heart. He arranged for a local jazz band
to play “Precious Lord.” There wasn’t a dry eye
in the house.

This is only a glimpse of the powerful and
inspirational arena of this historical event. The
ending statement or the Gathering on Peace
Epistle is attached. More information can be
gleaned at the website;
www.peacegathering2009.org or just type
“Heeding God’s Call” into any search engine.

The Friends Journal website also has a large
selection of photos plus written reports on a
daily basis.

Some may have thought we participants spent
more time telling God what we’re up to as
opposed to asking what does God call us to do.
After such an intense and inspirational time,
the seeking becomes ever more paramount.
The economic, environmental and justice issues
present in our work continue to need the
compassion and commitment to peace,
provided by our faith community. The work
goes on.

A New Beginning: An Epistle
from the Gathering -
Heeding God’s Call to Make
Peace
Convened by Thomas Swain, Presiding Clerk,
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, Religious Society
of Friends; Susan Mark Landis, Peace Advocate,
Mennonite Church USA; and Stanley Noffsinger,
General Secretary, Church of the Brethren

Christian peacemakers from 23 traditions,
together with Jewish and Muslim
observer/participants, met January 13-17,
2009, in the historic Arch Street Friends
Meetinghouse in Philadelphia, at the invitation
of the Historic Peace Churches.

We have heard the proclamation: This is the
year of the Lord`s favor! (Luke 4:19; Isaiah
61:2) And we believe this is indeed a time
when peace can happen. We invite all people
everywhere to heed this radical call on our
lives.

Through prayerful worship and earnest study of
the scriptures, our Gathering listened to God.
We were blessed with diverse participants,
enthusiastic singing, and much laughter.
Workshops and small groups resulted in new
friendships and fresh insights. We were
inspired by personal stories of people
transformed by the Spirit to walk hand in hand
with those who suffer. We joined in a
peacemaking effort of nonviolent direct action
on the streets of Philadelphia.
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Not everyone wants God's way of peace. The
cost is high. Jesus demonstrates the loss of
security, transformation, suffering, and dying
which bring God's Peace by way of the cross.
Let us ponder what must die— in our lives, in
our churches, in our culture— in order to fully
heed God's call.

Of what must we repent? How shall we lament
with those who weep all night? We must name
sin and evil, including times when the enemy is
us. We must act far beyond our comfort zones.
We must risk speaking truth to power. Silence
is complicity. Imagine what God will yet do
through people of faithful action!

Awaken with us to this new opportunity to act
as the united Body of Christ, along with friends
of peace everywhere, in a world desperately in
need of justice and peace. Let us be bold.
Resist disillusionment. The Holy Spirit must
rise up in you and me to set all people free.
Our task is to practice hope and to act as
instruments of God's peace.

Peace will come when people demand it and
live it out. Remember the dramatic witness of
those who risked their lives in faithful efforts
for justice and peace throughout history. In
this Gathering, we remember Martin Luther
King on what would have been his 80th
birthday. He proclaimed, "if the church will
free itself from the shackles of a deadening
status quo, and, recovering its great historic
mission, will speak and act fearlessly and
insistently in terms of justice and peace, it will
enkindle the imagination of humankind and fire
the souls of the people" (Strength to Love,
1963, "A Knock at Midnight").

Specific peacemaking actions are desperately
needed in a world tormented by violence and
oppression. We implore friends of peace
everywhere to heed God's call to prayerfully,
earnestly, deliberately take action to do
justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with God
(Micah 6:8).

Memorial for John McKendy
was held February 8, 2009, in Holy Cross House
of St. Thomas University in the manner of
Friends. As members of New Brunswick and
other Atlantic Friends Meetings, STU faculty
and students, and families of John McKendy
and Carol Wakeham filed into the room, lovely
music was played by Lucy Miller on guitar and

Eleanor Miller on flute, including “’Tis a Gift To
Be Simple.” Among flowers and displays was a
portrait painting of John by George Strunz.

John Calder introduced the Memorial Meeting
for Worship and Vince Zelazny read the
Memorial Minute, “Testimony to the Grace of
God in the Life of John McKendy.”

We then had Meeting for Worship, in which
many reminisced about their memories of John.
We closed with singing “’Tis a Gift To Be
Simple” and having refreshments in the next
room.

The program contained the following quote
from James Naylor:

There is a spirit which I feel that delights to do
no evil, nor to revenge any wrong, but delights
to endure al things, in hope to
enjoy its own in the end.

- James Naylor, 1660

New Brunswick Monthly
Meeting

Notes from NBMM January 18, 2009, in Brian
Mulroney Hall 202, of STU in Fredericton. 7
Friends attended; John Calder, Clerk.

Memorial:
The Meeting organized the agenda, reception
and displays, and publicity for the Memorial for
John McKendy on Feb. 8. These plans would
be sent to Carol Wakeham, John’s widow, for
her approval. Vince Zelazny read out his
beautiful “Testimony to the Grace of God in
the Life of John McKendy” for our and Carol’s
approval. The planning committee would meet
the Friday before the Memorial. Our Treasurer
reported that we have the finances to afford
the catered refreshments.

Announcements:
- Linda Foy will be our representative for the

May AFG.
- Martha reminded us to send in Nominations

for CYM positions by March 15.
- Next MM will be March 15.


