
have a Meet-
ing House, but 
worship in the 
library of the 
Atlantic School of 
Theology, a non-
denominational 
school of religion. 
Worships groups 
meet in Friends’ 
homes. 

Meeting for 
Worship is 
central to our 
life as Friends. 
We also gather 
for discussions 
on the Quaker 
testimonies, such 
as simplicity and  
peace. Friends 
of our Meeting 
work at such  

issues as peace education, a sustainable environment, 
and human rights.

We unite with you and with Friends worldwide as 
all of us seek a right way forward. Our affectionate 
thoughts are with you as you begin your third cen-
tury of worship in Milford Haven Friends Meeting 
House.
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Greetings to Milford 
Haven Friends from the 
Halifax Friends Meeting. 
We send congratulations 
on the 200th Anniversary 
of your Meeting House. It 
is a cause for rejoicing that 
your Meeting, begun in 
the 1790s, and your Meet-
ing House, built in 1811,  
have continued to affirm 
the Quaker faith for two 
hundred years.

Quaker history tells us that Quaker leaders Samuel 
and Abigail Starbuck and Timothy and Abial Folger 
arrived with their families and other Friends from 
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia in 1792, to establish a whal-
ing colony and town at Milford Haven. The grave-
stones of these Friends from Dartmouth lie behind the 
Milford Haven Friends Meeting House. 

Not all the Dart-
mouth Quak-
ers migrated to 
Milford Haven. 
One Quaker 
who stayed was 
William Ray, 
a cooper. His 
house, built c. 
1786, is now the 
oldest house in 

Dartmouth, and the only one remaining of the Quaker 
whalers’ houses here. William Ray  and many other 
Friends eventually returned to their Nantucket Island 
birthplace. The Friends Meeting in Dartmouth was 
discontinued during the 1800s.

During the 1960s, a Friends Meeting was established 
in Halifax, and now includes worship groups in Dart-
mouth and the South Shore, Nova Scotia. We do not 
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Quaker house Museum in Dartmouth, 
Nova Scotia

Timothy Folger, by John 
Singleton Copley.

Friends Meeting house, Milford haven

halifax Friends at Meeting for Worship 
at the Atlantic School of Theology

“Congratulations, Christel, on a striking, new Atlantic Friends 
Newsletter; it surpasses any previous issues in format and 
fresh design.  The only thing not new is the character of 
Atlantic Friends, who are still active and vibrant!”   

   – Edith Miller, former editor

READER’S COMMENT
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SOUTh ShORE WORShIp GROUp

I can’t remember when, if ever, the South Shore Worship Group 
has submitted any material to the Atlantic Friends Newsletter. 
However, with the attention given to our new editor and her first 
newsletter, it seemed a perfect time to let you know we are here 
and to send information about two events some of our members 
are involved in.

First, a bit about our worship group. We meet alternate Sundays, 
usually in Centre just outside of Lunenburg with an average at-
tendance of about 12 with several more in the summer. We meet 
at 10:30 am, have an entire hour of unprogrammed worship fol-
lowed by a half hour for sharing some of the things, unsaid but 
meaningful, experienced during the worship hour.  We then have 
a pot luck lunch with shared conversation. We always welcome 
visitors or new attendees. In as much as we do not have business 
meetings, we often express our Quaker concerns through other 
organizations.

In keeping with our Quaker Peace Testimony and as a witness for 
peace and justice, some of our worship group members are part 
of a Peace Vigil held every Monday afternoon from 4:00 to 5:00pm 
in front of our MP Gerald Keddy’s office on Aberdeen Road in 
Bridgewater. We call ourselves People for Peace and are a group 
of 12 or 13 very regular and committed people who are there with 
signs protesting the war in Afghanistan, seeking an end to all war, 
demanding the US Iraq war resisters be allowed to stay in Canada, 
and so forth. We feel it is important to make visible our opposition 
to war and the preparation for war. It seems to us that not to be 
there is to remain silent about, or even passively support, the war 
system which is destroying life, the environment and the future.

Also, some of us in the worship group are involved with the South 
Shore Council of Canadians and are busy planning our 2nd an-
nual EarthDream documentary film festival. This year’s festival is 
about peace.  Called the EarthDream 2011: A Peace Film Festival, the 
following films will be shown: Outside the Wire, a 2010 docu-
mentary by Scott Taylor, editor of Esprit de Corps, filmed during 
his 6th visit to Afghanistan (Scott will be present at the screening); 
Myths for Profit, about the Canadian defense industry; Mother’s 
Day at the War Show (Tamara Lorincz, well known peace ad-
vocate in Halifax, will be present); Voices in Wartime; Breaking 
Ranks; and Soldiers of Peace.

The festival is at The Mahone Bay Centre, on School Street in 
Mahone Bay on April 8, 9 and 10. Further information and a com-
plete schedule of events will be available after March 15 by email-
ing randm.dahn@ns.sympatico.ca. 

We hope some of the readers of the newsletter may find it possible 
to join the vigil on occasion, and especially to mark their calendars 
for the Peace Film Festival.

Margery Dahn, South Shore Worship Group Contact Lee Webb, hMM

pOETRY, RECOLLEC TED

I wrote this poem seventy years ago during the 
Second World War, when I was ten years old. 
I was living in a warm, caring home, but was 
speaking for those in Europe who did not have 
any — I think I may have been thinking of the 
Jews.  But the theme of the poem seems to ap-
ply now to many, many places.

HOMELESS

It is not at all warm. 
It is raining and cold. 
I am wet to the bone, 
and shivering badly.

But give me a house 
And a fire to sit by. 
Little it matters 
About the cold.

 Close the door tight 
And bold it securely 
Lock the cold out 
And let the wind howl.

But this will not happen, 
For I am homeless. 
Pray give me a home 
For I’m hungry and cold.

© 1942 Lee Webb

Featuring:

Outside the Wire Director Scott Taylor

Myths for Profit Director Amy Miller

Mother’s Day at the War Show Director 
Tamara Lorincz

Voices in Wartime Director Andrew Himes

Breaking Ranks Director Michelle Mason

Soldiers of Peace Director Tim Wise

Further info available after March 15 from 
randm.dahn@ns.sympatico.ca.

ApRIL 8, 9 & 10, MAhONE BAY CENTRE

EARThDREAM 2011:  
A pEACE FILM FESTIvAL



SISTERS IN SpIRIT: pUBLIC LECTURES pApER CRANES

(Ed. note: If you are reading this newsletter on a computer 
connected to the internet, you may click on the words high-
lighted in orange to go directly to the online link.)

Somehow, a month or two ago, I got the idea of of-
fering a public lecture in Truro on the Sisters in Spirit 
Initiative (SIS) of the Native Women’s Association of 
Canada.

The Truro and Area Kairos Cluster agreed to spon-
sor the event so I booked the Community Room at the 
Truro Public Library and released a public announce-
ment.  A few days later, I received an invitation from a 
group in Antigonish to give the talk there as well.  On 
Tuesday evening, February 15th, twenty people at-
tended in Truro and on Wednesday evening, February 
16th, sixty people attended in Antigonish.

It was a great learning experience for me as I read and 
studied the “Stolen Sisters Report” of Amnesty Inter-
national as well as the two reports of the SIS Initia-
tive: “Voices of Our Sisters In Spirit” and “What Their 
Stories Tell Us”

On both evenings I was joined by representatives of 
the Nova Scotia Native Women’s Association who 
spoke as well.  There was discussion and good public 
participation.  Although I was a bit nervous and spent 
quite a few hours preparing, in the end it was a joyful 
experience and proved once again that all one has to 
do is take a little action and good things happen.  In 
this case a pleasant fringe benefit was being in town 
to join the Antigonish Worship Group at Meeting for 
Worship just before the lecture.

DIck Cotteril
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Halifax Monthly Meeting’s new website is now live! 

Visit the main page for latest news and weather up-
dates, the Calendar for scheduled events, and the 
Archives for past events.

Coming soon: Details for other Quaker Meetings 
around the province, password-protected content, 
such as Minutes and the Newsletter, will be available 
under “For Members.” Password: waywillopen

PLUS: HMM’s library catalogue, in its entirety, will soon 
be browsable online!

Please contact Christel LeBlanc at christellenaleblanc@
gmail.com for further information, or to have some-
thing posted.

Join HMM on Facebook!

At halifax.quaker.ca, click “Halifax Quakers 
on Facebook” under LINKS on the right 
hand side of the page.

NEW hMM WEBSITE

www.halifax.quaker.ca
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Molly peters, St. FX Aboriginal 
Student Advisor presents a gift 
of appreciation to Dick Cotterill. 
Richard MacKenzie - The Antigonish 
Casket photo

Here is a picture of a bowl full of small paper cranes that 
belonged to our beloved Peace Friend, Muriel Duck-
worth. We think she must have gotten them when she 
was in Japan for Hiroshima Day events. – Submitted by 
Roger Davies

http://www.nwac.ca/programs/sisters-spirit
http://www.nwac.ca/programs/sisters-spirit
http://www.nwac.ca/programs/sisters-spirit
http://www.thecasket.ca/top-news/sisters-in-spirit/
http://www.amnesty.ca/campaigns/resources/amr2000304.pdf
http://www.amnesty.ca/campaigns/resources/amr2000304.pdf
http://www.nwac.ca/sites/default/files/imce/NWAC_Voices%20of%20Our%20Sisters%20In%20Spirit_2nd%20Edition_March%202009.pdf
http://www.nwac.ca/sites/default/files/imce/2010_NWAC_SIS_Report_EN.pdf
http://www.nwac.ca/sites/default/files/imce/2010_NWAC_SIS_Report_EN.pdf


ADDING vOICES, pART 2

This is the second in a series of articles chronicling Sara 
avMaat’s stirring experiences of traveling and ministering 
in the Middle East, which appeared originally on her blog 
“Adding Voices,” at savmaat.wordpress.com.

October 16, 2010: The picture I Almost Didn’t Take

Our village contact smiled out from the olive tree, her 
face framed first by her white scarf, then by the sil-
very green of the olive leaves. She had climbed inside 
the tree and was standing on a branch close to the 
trunk, reaching up for the olives. I didn’t take it be-
cause to get to her family’s trees, we had to pass very 
close to the motion sensors, security fence and watch-
ing cameras of the nearby settlement. At that point, 
the olive pickers had warned us to keep our cameras 
out of sight. However, the family’s trees were not so 
close to the fence and later when we asked about it 
they thought we could take some pictures.  The next 
time she went up the tree I got a chance.

The olive harvest has recently begun and we had been 
invited by contacts of the EAPPI team in Tulkarem 
(the team we are about to replace) to pick olives with 
them that day near the village of Shufa. No particu-
lar problems were expected from the settlers in that 
particular area (this is not so everywhere: they have 
destroyed trees and burned fields in some areas). 
However the settlement stands between Shufa and 
the main road. Only settlers’ cars are allowed on the 
connecting road, so to get to the village, a 5 or 10 
minute drive from Tulkarem, one must either walk up 
a long steep hill while settlers’ cars whizz by or take a 
45 minute detour by car. To get to the family’s olives 
we walked along an abandoned road leading to the 
settlement that had originally been built by the Israeli 
military. The family told us many olive trees were 
destroyed when that road was built.
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Sara avMaat
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NEXT ISSUE: MAY/JUNE 2011
The  editor is now collecting material for the next issue of 
the AFN. Please send:
•	 News
•	 Upcoming events
•	 Past events deserving of recognition
•	 Writing or visual artwork
•	 Reports on activities, travel or ministry

to Christel LeBlanc at christellenaleblanc@gmail.com

Deadline: April 22, 2011

Note to readers:
This issue is rather a prototype when it comes to layout, 
colour, font and type size. If you encounter any problems 
with legibility — type too small, too light — I urge you to 
let me know so I can make changes to the next issue. For 
those who read it in PDF form, there is a “zoom” function to 
increase the size of the document for reading.

© 2010 Sara avMaat

© 2010 Sara avMaat

© 2010 Sara avMaat


