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Editor's Comments 
 
Friends, it certainly would be nice to hear 
from more of you, to keep our community of 
Atlantic Friends together.  We should have 
more news from urban and rural areas alike.  
Many thanks to those of you who do send 
news.  Keep in touch, eh!   
 
Also, please note who the Clerks of the 
Meetings are, because Michael still gets mail 
addressed to him as Clerk of New Brunswick 
MM, even though it's been Martha McClure 
since Sept.'03.  Marilyn Manzer is Clerk of 
Wolfville MM, and Sylvia Mangalam and co-
Clerk Anne Thomas of Halifax MM--as far as I 
know, myself!  Thanks!                            
em 

 

Notices 
 

Atlantic Friends Gathering May 21-24, 
Camp Geddie in Merigomish, NS, near New 
Glasgow, NS.  Theme: "Rebuilding 
Community Across All Boundaries". As 
noted in Mar.-Apr. issue, the camp is 
beachfront, with good facilities that can sleep 
over 40 people in heated bedrooms in the 
main building. First floor bedrooms are 
available on request. Cabins are unheated. 
 
Registration (PLEASE pre-register!!!!) 
www.atlantic.quaker.ca/afg/register.html, or, 
email: afg-register@atlantic.quaker.ca, or 
phone Bruce Dienes: 902-678-6390.  
Register: Your name, email, address, phone #, 
Arrival/departure times,  
Amount you will pay (fee is $40-45/weekend;      
half-price/teens; free/children),  
Age group (adult, teen, 10-12, 6-9, 0-5), 
Housing preference (no pref., heated room in 
main bldg., ground floor room in heated bldg., 
family cabin, cabin male only, cabin female 
only, any cabin, tenting--your own tent, 
billeting w. local Friends, making own 
arrangements), Any special needs.   
 
The planning committee encourages anyone 
who would like to offer an interest group, 
work with the children, or lend a helping 
hand, to please contact Bruce or Penni Burrell, 
afgplan@atlantic.quaker.ca 
 
Directions: From NB, NS, PEI - Rte. 104 to 
exit 27 past New Glasgow.  Left at 245 
toward Merigomish, approx. 18 km. to signs 
to Camp Geddie on left.  From Cape Breton - 
104 toward New Glasgow.  Right at 245 and 
follow as per NB, NS, PEI.  
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Canadian Yearly Meeting Food Coop 
Job posting:  Person needed to coordinate 
meals, predominantly vegetarian with meat 
and vegan options, for 75-100 people at 
CYM, August 14-21 in Windsor, NS.  Needed 
is a creative, self-confident individual with 
healthy communication skills, who has 
experience with large group cooking and food 
management.  Must be able to give direction, 
show initiative, and work cooperatively under 
challenging circumstances with alternative-
thinking people.  Having the Food Handlers 
course would be an asset, and a thorough 
understanding of health, safety and sanitation 
in food prep and storage required.  Salary is 
starting at $700.  It may be adjusted 
upwards, depending on numbers of people 
registering.  A more detailed job description is 
available from Barbara Aikman.  Deadline May 
15:  Those wishing to apply may send 
resumes to Barbara by May 15, 2004, to 
bsaikman@glinx.com, or mail to 1869 
Melanson Road, Wolfville, NS, B4P 2R1.  
 
Camping at Kedji Park, NS, July 1-3 
Wolfville Friends announced this event and 
interested people may contact Dale Gruchy, 
of Wolfville MM or kedji@wolfville.quaker.ca 
 
Amazing Stories and Poems By and 
About Quaker Kids:  Margaret Slavin 
writes, "We're looking for stories and poems 
by Quaker children of any age to send to 
other Quaker children:  true stories, made-up 
stories, dogs, cats, turtles, bugs, feeling 
good, feeling worried, feeling sad, amazing 
stories, amazing poems, a perfect world, the 
world you see, pets, families, brothers, 
sisters, friends, school, rain, sun, wind, being 
noisy, being quiet, being in Meeting, saying 
hello to God,, saying hello to shivers. 
 
"Quaker Kids Writing to Other Quaker Kids: 
Stories and poems will be posted on 
quaker.ca and some may be chosen for 
materials for First-Day Schools.  Please put 
your name and mailing address on your story 
or your poem.  Please send or give your 
poems and stories to: Margaret Slavin, 
poems@quaker.ca, 208 Perry St. #2, 
Peterborough, ON, K9J 2J2."  

Tatamagouche Centre announces a 
workshop that precedes AFG by a week:  
"Natural Building: Structures and Community" 
on May 14, 9 am-5:30 pm.  Kim Thompson, 
Jim King, and Barbara Shaw lead a hands-on 
workshop using various natural, alternate 
building materials and methods.  Contact: 
Tatamagouche Centre, RR 3, Tatamagouche, 
NS, B0K 1V0, tatacent@tatacentre.ca  
1-800-218-2220. 

 
CFSC (Canadian Friends Service Committee) 
is preparing information for MMs on options 
available to conscientious objectors from the 
U.S. arriving on our doorstep.  Fair trade 
soccer balls are now available for purchase.  
QAAC (Quaker Aboriginal Affairs Committee) 
of CFSC has a new resource kit for Quakers 
and others, which they sent each worship 
group.  More copies are available for $20 
from CFSC office.  

 
Wolfville MM Spring Retreat 
Wolfville Friends invite Friends from the area 
Meetings to join them for a day retreat on 
“The Magic of Quaker Process” 1pm to 
potluck supper on May 8th, place TBA. 
Contact 902-679-3743 or 
info@wolfville.quaker.ca 
 

Personals 
 
Jim McLaughlin-Butler, from Saint John, NB, 
has been joyfully accepted into membership in 
NBMM.  Jim and his wife, Lauren, have been 
attending Fredericton Worship Group for 
about a year.  On Sunday, April 18, 
Fredericton Worship Group presented Jim 
with a Britain YM Faith & Practice, and the 
group enjoyed a cake and snacks, at the 
home of Andrew Miller, his wife, Jane 
Touchie, and Lucy, Ella and Isaac, who 
hosted the Worship Meeting. 
 
Sandy Zelazny, a Young Friend in NBMM, is 
one of two YFs from CYM to be accepted to 
attend the Quaker Youth Pilgrimage to 
England, Germany, and the Netherlands this 
summer for a month. 
Congratulations, Sandy! 
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Margery Dahn, South Shore Worship Group, 
reports that the group still meets with an 
average attendance of 6-8--more in the 
summer.  She writes, "Ray and I are fine.  I 
still play cello in a piano trio which I enjoy 
very much. … Nancy's two children, age 2 
and almost 5, I just adore.  The other 9 great 
kids are all growing up and doing well.  The 
only problem I have is thinking about the 
mess the world is in, how to ever get rid of 
Bush and gang, the horror show in Iraq, Haiti 
and Afghanistan, to mention only a few, etc., 
etc., etc.  But here we are lucky and life is 
beautiful, especially with Spring almost here." 
 
Michael & Edith Miller, NBMM, in March 
travelled down to Cape May on the southern 
tip of New Jersey to do bird-watching.  Not 
only did they spot or hear 50 species but they 
had a view of the surf right from their 
window.  Too cold to swim but not to walk 
barefoot.  Then they visited John and Doris at 
Pendle Hill in Pennsylvania.  A lovely visit that 
included a trip to Providence Meeting House 
and Clarence Pickett's burial site; and to 
Chadd's Ford, home of Andrew Wyeth and 
Brandywine River Museum, with its many 
works of the whole Wyeth family.  The Millers 
took a train into Philly and went into the 
Cherry Street Meeting house and Quaker 
Information Center, watched over by Mary 
Dyer.  Also on the trip Michael & Edith visited 
her nephew in NJ and, in Rochester, NY, her 
eldest sister Libby Stewart and 8 members of 
her family.  A former clerk of Rochester 
Monthly Meeting, Libby showed them around 
Rochester Meeting House, with which she 
has been much involved in its purchase, 
renovation, and archives. 
 
Sophie Bérubé, WMM, gave readings at the 
Northrop Frye International Literary Festival in 
Moncton, NB, Apr. 21-25.  Sophie's first 
story for children, Le chef-d'oeuvre de 
lombrie, won the Lilla Stirling award from the 
NS branch of Canadian Authors' Association 
in 2002.  In 2003, her collection of poems, La 
trombe sacrée, won the Prix France-Acadie. 
 
Andrew Miller, Fredericton WG, NBMM, 
performed with his MOTION New Music 
Ensemble at a NB Arts Branch Gala in The 
Playhouse, Fredericton, Apr. 19. 

Charles Follini, NB/NS attender, conducted a 
pit band of 19 in the musical comedy, The 
Pajama Game, put on by the drama 
department of Halifax Grammar School, Apr. 
1-3.  Charley teaches band to middle-school 
classes, and is also preparing a student 
performance of The Tempest, in May. 
 
Members of Fredericton WG--Vince Zelazny, 
Martha McClure, Vivien Zelazny, and Michael 
Miller sang and Andrew Miller played in 
chamber orchestra--in a Fredericton Choral 
Society performance of Mendelssohn's Hymn 
of Praise, Apr. 24.  
 

In Memoriam   
 
Bill Thurlow, 61, died suddenly on February 
14, 2004 at home.  Excerpts from the 
obituary in Halifax Chronicle-Herald reads, 
"Born in Baltimore, MD, … he was a graduate 
of University of Maine and University of 
Vermont Medical School, where he received 
his MD in 1969.  Bill interned in St. John's, 
NL, where he began his residency in General 
Surgery and continued his residency in 
Hamilton ON, qualifying for his Fellowship in 
1975.  He practiced in Gander, NL; Digby; 
and Summerside, PEI.  He was a member of 
the Royal College of Surgeons (Canada) and 
he served on the board of the American 
College of Surgeons. 
 
"Bill loved the outdoors in all aspects, but he 
reserved a special love for astronomy.  He 
was an active member of the Halifax Centre 
of the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada 
for many years.  While in Summerside, he 
took an active role in the Athena Community 
Astronomy Club.  He was very interested in 
environmental issues, and published a book 
on the dangers of aerial spraying while in NL.  
 
"He was a member of the Society of Friends 
(Quakers) since 1965, and had a lifelong 
commitment to peace.   
 
"Bill was an avid runner all of his life, running 
daily and in 1987 he completed his first 
marathon.  Upon retirement in 2002, his last 
2 years were spent pursuing his lifelong 
dream of studying astronomy.  He was a 
student at Saint Mary's University in Halifax. 
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"Bill dearly loved his family and spent as 
much time with them as he could spare from 
his busy practices.  He leaves his loving wife, 
Dana (Fenner); children, Nell (Rye), Amy 
(Paul), Eva (Don), Harry (Jennifer).  He loved 
his grandson, Ryan, and grandniece, Mirissa, 
and enjoyed his time with them." 
 
A Friends Memorial service in celebration of 
his life was held February 20 in Halifax.  The 
PEI Worship Group also held a Memorial 
Meeting, writes Daphne Davey, "to share our 
memories and celebrate the life of our Friend 
Bill Thurlow.  An indication of the affection 
with which he was held by our group was 
that four Friends attended who are normally 
rarely able to come to Meeting.  Bill and Dana 
worshipped with us for 10 years, before they 
moved to Halifax in 2002, and this bond goes 
very deep." 
 
Maida Follini also remembers "what a nice 
time I had at Musquodoboit [at AFG] when a 
bunch of us went canoeing and I was in Bill's 
canoe--talk about stars and the universe, 
about birds and ecology--and the loons in the 
lake came within a few yards of us without 
fear." 
 
NBMM sent a donation to the Halifax Royal 
Astronomical Society of Canada, as requested 
in Bill's memory, and a card was sent 
conveying the Meeting's condolences to Dana 
and family.  Please hold the family in the Light 
at this difficult time. 
   

 
Outreach 
 
Congratulations:   
Daphne Davey, NBMM, was presented with 
the Gerrit Loo Memorial Award for 
contributions to the organic industry in the 
Atlantic Region.  
The award was presented at the recent 
ACORN annual organic conference on PEI.  
Also seen at the conference were Lobie 
Daughton and Margie Loo, PEI Worship 
Group, NBMM, and Sylvia Mangalam, HMM. 
 

And congratulations to Vince Zelazny, NBMM, 
who has received the 2003 New Brunswick 
Professional Forester Achievement Award, 
from the Association of Registered 
Professional Foresters, for his contributions in 
sustainable forest management and his work 
in developing protected areas. 
 
 
Muriel Duckworth, HMM, spoke on Voice of 
Women at Mount Allison University March 
10.  Maida Follini and Pam Mills, Sackville 
WG, NBMM, attended the event, and Maida 
writes, "Last night I attended the reception 
for Muriel Duckworth at Mt. Allison 
University.  The Women's Studies professor 
had invited her up to speak Wednesday, and 
had the reception Thursday, and Muriel was 
staying overnight at the Marshlands Inn!  
Posh!  Muriel looked very well, like an acute 
eagle, mind clear, speech pungent, features 
carved down like an ivory statue.  She was a 
great hit with the undergraduates (as with 
everybody)--she has so much life for a woman 
her age--or for a woman of any age! 
 
"She was driven up to Mount A. and 
accompanied by a woman who works for 
Oxfam, now, who had directed the film on 
Muriel.  Muriel spoke on Voice of Women and 
a film was shown.  I found it most interesting 
to talk to the Oxfam woman and to the 
woman professor of Women's Studies.  Hope 
to see them again.  [Maida lives 10-15 
minutes away in Amherst, NS.]   
 
Lesley Read and Maida Follini spoke at the 
Mount A. conference on "Gender and 
Spirituality." March 26-27.  Maida was on a 
panel on the Friday night, and she and Lesley 
had an hour slot in the Saturday all-day 
program, which included speakers from 
Catholic, United Church, Hindu, Buddhist, and 
Nature spiritual programs.  Lesley spoke on 
Quaker spirituality; and Maida, on Quaker 
women leaders: Margaret Fell, Mary Dyer, 
Elizabeth Fry, Lucretia Mott, Susan B. 
Anthony, Alice Paul, Nancy Pocock, Muriel 
Duckworth, and Betty Peterson. 
 
 
Bishop Spong Event 
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Doris Calder, Elizabeth Rossinger, and Edith & 
Michael Miller attended some of the 2-day 
workshops and talks by Bishop John Spong, 
Episcopal Bishop of Newark, NJ, at Wilmot 
United Church and at UNB, in Fredericton, 
April 16-17.  Doris and Michael had prepared 
by first reading Spong's book, Liberating the 
Gospels.   
 
Michael offers herewith his impressions of 
Spong's "Inspiring Lectures": 
 John Spong, Episcopalian Bishop and 
well-known Biblical scholar and author, gave a 
series of lectures entitled "Christianity … 
Revisited, Revised," on Apr. 16-17 in 
Fredericton.  Three of the 4 talks took place 
at Wilmot United Church and one at Head 
Auditorium, UNB. 
 Bishop Spong's penetrating and 
scholarly insights were warmly appreciated by 
about 350 people, including many U.C. 
ministers from across NB, and 4 members of 
NBMM.  The opening introductory talk was 
given by one of the ministers at Wilmot 
Church, Dr. Chris Levan, author of God Hates 
Religion. 
 Some of the points which Spong 
made were that Jesus was not perfect and 
that the so-called "synoptic gospels" were not 
eyewitness accounts of Jesus' ministry and 
death.  They are, rather, interpretations 
understandable to first-century Jews who 
constituted the majority of the early followers 
of Jesus.  Thus Spong built up a case for a 
non-literal acceptance of the Resurrection. 
 Many Bible scholars like Spong, 
dissatisfied with religious literalism and 
fundamentalism, are striving to salvage more 
essential spiritual truths from ancient texts.  
These writings made more sense to people 
who were not influenced by modern scientific 
knowledge, and liberal concepts such as 
democracy and human rights.                                     
 I was particularly struck by Spong's 
idea that St. Peter was the first to understand 
the true meaning of Jesus' resurrection as a 
spiritual renewal in oneself after 
discouragement or trauma.  The great 
psychological change occurred when Peter 
remembered Jesus and his liberating 
message, during a communal meal with some 
of the other disciples months after the 
Crucifiction.  Peter then inspired the other 

discouraged former followers of Jesus, to 
take up his message themselves.  Jesus' spirit 
had become the spiritual food that would 
nourish his followers.  And even those who 
"were not against him" were with him. 
 I still see all this as the operation of 
human imagination in its best sense, rather 
than some independent power or force called 
God.  But our wholehearted acceptance of the 
basic good in existence seems to me to be 
the key.  
 

 
Quaker Missions Project: 
Mattapoisett, Mass.:  Maida Follini has 
been asking Friends to send her stamps, 
which she forwards to this fascinating 
project.  Attached to their annual report was 
a covering letter from their representative 
Brad Hathaway:  "Dear Stamp Collectors, On 
Dec. 8, 2003, the Quaker Missions Project 
mailed out a $500 check to Friends World 
Committee for Consultation, Section of the 
Americas.  That donation passed the $30,000 
mark in total giving by the project since its 
inception 5 years ago, the vast majority of 
funds raised from the sale of used postage 
stamps.  By the end of 2003, the total 
amount raised had reached $30,725. 
 
"Thanks to the efforts of hundreds of 
F(f)riends all over the world, 56 different 
'good Works' have received financial help 
over the first 5 years.  This seems to be a 
remarkable achievement considering the 
source of much of the funding has been from 
the little-regarded used postage stamp.  We 
thank every one of you for your continuing 
support.  And we thank our volunteers in the 
Mattapoisett area who help with the 
processing of donated stamps. 
 
"Following are the leading recipients of 
funding over the years: 
  FWCC, $6,600 
  Right Sharing of World Resources, 4,700 
  Monteverde Friends School scholarship, 
1,550 
  Palestinian Refugee Children Play Center,   
      Ramallah, 1,200 
  Quaker United Nations Office, 1,100 
  Quang Ngai Rehab. Ctr., Vietnam, 1,100 
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  African Great Lakes Initiative (trauma 
healing,  
      etc.), 1,025        
  Medicines, lab equip., Lugulu Hospital, 
Kenya,  
      950 
  Friends Com. on Unity w. Nature, 900 
  Wilmington, Ohio, College Peace Ctr., 750 
  AFSC, 500 
  Friends Com. on National Legislation, 500 
  FUM World Ministries, 500 
  United Mission to Nepal, 500 
  Dr. Ogren's Mission to Ghana, 500 
  Project Lakota (Columbia, MO, Friends 
      Meeting, 450 
  Assoc. Com. of Friends for Indian Affairs, 
400 
  Cuban church repairs, 400 
  Anne Kriebel Project (Costa Rica), 350 
 
"In addition to stamps, we also recycle Box 
Tops for Education (for Mowa Choctaw 
Academy in Alabama); picture postcards and 
government postal cards in their entirety; old 
and new covers of philatelic value; historical 
paper including photographs, documents, 
prints, autographs, etc. 
 
"Please do not save any of the U.S. 37-cent 
flag stamps or the 34-cent Statue of Liberty 
stamps. … All other stamps, domestic and 
foreign, are welcome. …"   
 
Although they don't want these 2 U.S. 
stamps, as they are not cost-effective to 
them, the stamps can be sent to another 
organization that my sister Libby Stewart 
(Rochester MM in Rochester, NY) referred me 
to: the Sons of Norway, I think it's called.  
Apparently, this group in Norway takes any 
stamps!  I'll get their address, if you're 
interested.  Good work, Maida!  I've gotten 
used to tucking away stamps in an envelope 
to send her for Mattapoisett.                                   
em 
 
 
What Does it Mean to Live a 
Spiritual Life?   
by Lesley Read, on behalf of the Sackville 
Worship Group, NBMM, in Sackville Tribune-
Post:   

Is the spiritual life about "praying 
without ceasing"?  Or is it about "doing good 
works"?  For many of the religious people 
through the ages, the spiritual life meant to 
live apart from the world, in religious 
communities, such as monasteries or 
nunneries, where many hours were spent in a 
highly disciplined prayer life.  Increasingly, the 
Church, referring to various Christian 
denominations and other world faiths, is 
becoming involved with global issues such as 
poverty, social justice, the environment and 
other causes. 

From the Quaker perspective, the 
inner life of prayer and the outer life of action 
are both valid spiritual expressions and have 
always been intrinsically linked together.  We 
believe that, as we come together in silent 
worship and become centred, we are able to 
hear the words of the Spirit or experience the 
"Inner Light."  Our actions or "leadings," both 
individual and corporate, come out of this 
silence.  When we take the time to discern 
the truth of the guidance, then the way 
forward is revealed.  In our history, the voice 
of one convinced Friend can sway a whole 
Meeting and the way will then open for 
specific actions to happen.  (For example, our 
work with the anti-slavery movement in the 
United States began in this way.) 

As individuals, there is also this 
tension between the "desert" and the "market 
place."  We need to balance the active, out 
"doing" with the quiet, inner, "being."  If we 
spend too much time working with others, 
however important the task, we risk 
becoming over-committed and exhausted, but 
if we spend too much time in contemplation 
and introspection, we risk becoming isolated 
and unrealistic. 

How do you maintain this balance in 
your life?  How do you keep renewing your 
own spiritual resources?  Is it with quiet time, 
or maybe through the beauty of nature, music 
or art?  How d you know when it is time to 
act and what to do?  How do you know when 
you are out of balance? 

It is as though the outer life of action 
comes from the inner prompting of the Spirit.  
As we become "drained," we need to be filled 
up, and grounded, so that we are ready to 
empty ourselves over and over again in 
whatever we are called to do. 
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Monthly Meeting Minutes 
 
 
Wolfville Monthly Meeting 
Clerk: Marilyn Manzer 
Summary of minutes of February 18, 2004, 
at home of the Clerk.  5 Friends were present. 
 
Outreach Committee:  Public information 
sessions will be held in the spring and fall of 
2004.  Ways of publicizing the Meeting in 
local newspapers are being explored.  The 
website will be updated. 
 
Atlantic Friends Gathering:  The AFG planning 
committee met and found Camp Geddie[see 
p. 1] and a tentative theme identified: 
"Rebuilding Community Across All 
Boundaries." 
 
KAIROS evaluation:  WMM decided not to 
participate in the evaluation of CYM's 
participation in KAIROS, as WMM has not 
been directly involved.  WMM does support 
the vision and work of KAIROS, and in 
principle supports CYM's continued 
membership. 
 
Refugee sponsorship:  Awatef Rasheed (an 
Iraqi refugee living in Wolfville who is 
sponsored by the Baptist Church) is expecting 
her daughter, son-in-law and two 
grandchildren to arrive in Wolfville soon.  
Anyone with household items to donate is 
asked to call the Wolfville Baptist Church at 
542-5524. 
 
 
Wolfville Monthly Meeting 
Summary of minutes of March 17, 2004, at 
home of Clerk.  5 Friends were present 
 
Ministry & Counsel:  WMM State-of-Society 
report was approved.  A Worship Sharing was 
held at Dale's house, and another one 
scheduled for April.  M&C was asked to 
consult with Friends regarding the time and 
format of the biweekly Meetings for Worship 
Sharing, as there has been a drop in 

attendance.  M&C will take requests from 
"newcomers" for an opportunity to talk about 
their spiritual paths.  Saturday, May 8, was 
suggested as a day-long retreat.  The topic 
will be Organization and Procedure (presented 
in a lively, fun way).  Marilyn Manzer said she 
would purchase additional copies when she 
was in Ottawa. 
 
Outreach Committee:  The progress of 
advertising Meeting activities in local papers 
was reported on, and a brochure is being 
revised.  Visits to Wolfville Meeting website 
have increased threefold in recent months. 
 
AFG:  The registration form for AFG is 
available online at 
http://atlantic.quaker.ca/afg.  See  
p. 1. 
 
 Meeting House Committee:  It was approved 
that the Meeting form a Meetinghouse 
Committee to look at the possibilities of 
acquiring a Meetinghouse.  An ad hoc 
Nominating Committee consisting of Peter 
MacInnes (Treasurer) and Gwen was struck. 
 
Friends General Conference Contact:  FGC 
has requested that each Monthly Meeting 
appoint a contact person.  A number of 
people indicated interest in the position.  
Penni was appointed. 
 
Outreach:  WMM was invited to 2 events in 
April:  "Who Cares for the Pastoral 
Caregiver?" at Valley Regional Hospital 
Annual Pastoral Care Resources; and 
"Forward in Faith: Effective Ministry in Tough 
Times" at a Spring Breakfast for Clergy: 
Archbishop of Halifax, Most Rev. Terence 
Prendergast. 
 
Study Group:  WMM Study Group scheduled 
an "Earth Charter: Understanding it and 
Taking it Forward to CYM" in April, focalized 
by Carol Bradley. 
 
 
New Brunswick Monthly Meeting 
Clerk: Martha McClure 
NBMM has been holding MMs every other 
month lately, hoping that Friends from 
outlying areas will be better able to attend, so 
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there were no February or April MMs, and the 
next one will be June 20 in Fredericton. 
 
Summary of minutes of March 21, 2004, at 
E. Casey Hall, St. Thomas University.  7 
present 
 
Miigam'agan, of Burnt Church First Nation 
(wife of gkisedtanamoogk), attended 
Meetings for Worship and Business and 
shared several concerns.  She will contact 
Martha McClure, Clerk, by email to pass along 
notices of First Nation activities and concerns, 
which will in turn be circulated to our MM 
email list. 
 
The Clearness Committee for membership 
application of Jim McLaughlin-Butler reported 
to the Meeting, and with joy the Meeting 
accepts the recommendation of the 
committee to welcome Jim into membership. 
 
Dartmouth Quaker Whalers:  Maida Follini 
recounted her proposal to explore the history 
of the Dartmouth Quaker Whalers.  The 
Meeting recognizes Maida's gifts as a 
researcher and a writer, and affirms her 
excellent standing with the Meeting and with 
the greater community of Canadian Friends.  
The Clerk is asked to record these facts in a 
letter that may be used by Maida in various 
ways to advance this in 
teresting and worthwhile project. 
 
Canadian Friend support:  The treasurer, 
Maida, reminded the Meeting, not only to 
send their annual contribution to the Meeting, 
but, for those who are able, to pay $28 for 
their subscription to Canadian Friend, which is 
sent to all members/attenders of NBMM (and 
other MMs), and in this way to relieve the 
financial burden of publication.  The address 
for donations is:  Sean Hennessey, Business 
Manager, The Canadian Friend, Argenta, BC, 
V0G 1B0.   
 
 
Halifax Monthly Meeting 
 
No minutes or schedule of Meetings and 
events were received from Halifax at this 
point.  I am hopeful that the next issue of the 

Newsletter will contain news of what HMM 
has been doing. 

 
 
 
Worship Group News 
 
 
Hampton WG, NBMM State-of-Society 
Report for 2003 
 
Hendrien Kippers reports that, "with John and 
Doris Calder gone, there seems to be very 
little incentive [for the worship group] to get 
together.  I tried to instigate a meeting every 
first Sunday of the month, but Nancy 
MacCharles and Ron Gates came only once to 
my place and I went once to Peggy 
Campbell's.   
 
"Ron and family moved to the Queen 
Charlotte's Islands during the winter and like 
their new location.  Anneke [daughter] settled 
into her new school environment and Loesje is 
home- 
schooling Jan [son].  Since there are no food 
outlets in their neighbourhoods, Jan is losing 
weight and is much happier.  They are looking 
for a house to buy, lots of choice.  They did 
not have jobs yet but are confident that that 
will happen soon. 
 
"Doris has been visiting John several times 
but enjoys her beloved farmstead on the 
Peninsula.  John was home for Christmas and 
was happy with the break.  
 
"Since I live close to the meeting place of our 
local Unitarian Universalists, I often go to 
their Sunday services.  I miss the silence! but 
enjoy the singing and many activities they 
arrange.  There are some 40 
members/attenders.  Have no intentions to 
switch." 
 
 
PEI WG, NBMM State-of-Society 
Report for 2003 
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The PEI WG continued to meet weekly on 
Sunday mornings throughout the year, 
cancelling Meeting only for exceptional 
circumstances.  Our numbers have remained 
very small, with 4-5 regulars attending 
Meeting out of 12 year-round residents on our 
contact list.  However, we keep in regular 
touch with all, and enjoy--whenever they can 
come--the presence of those Friends who can 
only attend occasionally.  We were delighted 
to welcome 2 new attenders this year, Troy 
Sentner and Joan Doucette.  In addition, 
several American Friends visit PEI in the 
summer and we enjoy reunions with them 
whenever they are able to attend.  This year 
we have met in each other's homes, but hope 
to arrange a central meeting place for the 
winter months. 
 
Our Meetings for Worship, while silent with 
little vocal ministry, nonetheless gather us 
together in the Spirit, and several have 
remarked how Meeting for Worship "grows 
on them" as they become more familiar with 
Quaker testimonies and traditions, and they 
become more comfortable with worshipping 
after the manner of Friends.  In these times of 
international strife and personal busyness, the 
quiet stillness of our Meetings for Worship 
brings much relief to our hearts and minds.  
We enjoy the opportunity for fellowship over 
potluck lunch after Meeting, and our lives 
often cross paths in the wider community. 
 
Daphne Davey concluded her service on 
Home Mission and Advancement Committee 
this summer, but continues to assist in the 
distribution of the Atlantic Friends Newsletter.  
She attended Atlantic Friends' Gathering in 
May.  This summer we again participated in 
the NBMM series of intervisitation Meetings 
for worship, fellowship and potluck, and 
welcomed several Friends from the mainland, 
while Daphne represented our WG at 
Sackville.  Alice Male (member of Princeton 
MM in NJ, but with a home in PEI) celebrated 
her 80th birthday with family and f/Friends in 
October, and Daphne attended MM in 
Fredericton in Nov.  Sandra Ireland keeps in 
touch with the Jewish community on behalf 
of Friends.  John Clement underwent 2 
surgeries this year and now enjoys great 
comfort from a pair of bionic knees. 

 
In our worship we seek the guidance of the 
Spirit in our group and individual lives.  We try 
to remain open to the leading of the Spirit for 
our small group of Friends so that we may 
grow in strength, wisdom and service. 
 
 
 
Sackville WG, NBMM State-of-Society 
Report for 2003 
This year Sackville WG has had some 
challenges and some times of grace.  The first 
challenge has been to locate a place to hold 
Meetings for Worship on Sunday.  Our former 
host, Mary Connolly, who allowed us to use a 
room in her home while she was serving as 
organist in a local church, is now retired and 
needs her room.  During the summer we met 
in various members' homes.  Starting in Fall 
we have been meeting at the Drew Nursing 
Home, in the Chaplain's Lounge.  We 
appreciate their hospitality.  However, we are 
still seeking a place where we will be in 
quieter surroundings, and where we will be 
more accessible to attenders and new 
enquirers. 
 
The second challenge faced by several 
members has been family illness.  One 
member lost her mother recently, other 
members provide care or travel distances to 
visit close relations who are ill or aged.  We 
try to offer understanding and comfort. 
 
Our newly established First Day School has 
given us times of grace, to be with the 
children of our Meeting.  Planning involved a 
member sending for a FDS curriculum, so that 
we could be guided.  Members volunteered to 
take FDS in rotation.  We decided to invite 
the children every 2 weeks when family 
schedules and weather conditions allowed.  
So far, we have held 2 FDSs, with 5 children 
participating.  Topics have included "The 
Light of God in Everyone" and "The 
Creation."  Our WG has found the presence of 
the children for the first 15 minutes, and the 
association with the children in the FDS and 
social time afterwards to be a gift of grace to 
us. 
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Two members of our group recently took part 
in a conference on "Gender and Spirituality", 
held at Mt Allison University, and presented 
the basic Quaker beliefs, and an overview of 
women leaders in the history of Friends.  As 
several people have asked about the Friends' 
religion, we will order more Enquirers' Kits to 
have available. 

 
 
FWCC (Friends World Committee 
for Consultation), Section of the 
Americas 
 
Summary of a report of the Triennial in 
January, 2004, from Barbara Aikman, WMM 
 As reported in Mar.-Apr. issue of the 
Newsletter, the Triennial, held in Auckland, 
New Zealand, was attended by Barb Aikman 
and Shauna Curry.  Some of the areas of 
action for Yearly Meetings were:  

to raise more money toward FWCC's 
work;  

to urge Friends working on indigenous 
issues to encourage their national 
governments to take a constructive role in 
negotiations, and to ensure that the final 
declaration be acceptable to Indigenous 
Peoples themselves and that it reflect 
standards that secure and protect their rights; 

to form financial partnerships with 
Meetings in Africa around health, refugees, 
peace and education; 

to pay attention to the forthcoming 
UN Global Study of Violence Against Children; 

to select 2 candidates to attend the 
World Gathering of Young Friends at 
Lancaster University in August 16-20, 2005. 

 
Summary of the report of the annual meeting 
in Ottawa, Mar. 18-21: 
 Some of the areas discussed were: 
 Determining if a large-scale 
fundraising campaign was warranted; 
 Susan Bax Memorial Fund for Women 
to Travel in the Ministry; 
 Quaker Youth Pilgrims for 2004; 
 difficulties in getting visas for some 
Friends for the meetings; 
 queries of North East Section relating 
to testifying to truth; 

 the need to work on anti-terrorist 
legislation; 
 next annual meetings to be in Arizona 
in 2005 and Latin America in 2006; 
 next FWCC Lower Great Lakes 
Regional Gathering to be at Detroit Friends 
School in Oct. 2, 2004. 
 
 Barb Aikman will talk on these 
gatherings at AFG.  The closing statement in 
the FWCC report follows, in full:   

Those of us who have served FWCC 
recognize its value in the world as an avenue 
for bridging diversities of various kinds and for 
understanding how different spiritual paths 
can bring joy and grace into our lives.  We 
note the improving financial situation within 
our yearly meeting and trust that the 
traditional support given to FWCC in both the 
Americas Section and in the world may be 
upheld and enhanced.  Contributions to CYM 
earmarked for FWCC go directly to the world 
programme of the Religious Society of 
Friends. 

  

 
 
A Bit of History  
from Betty Peterson, HMM   
The theme of the 1997 FGC Gathering in 
Harrisonburg, VA, inspired this article in their 
flyer.  (underlines c/o Betty)    

 
Virginia Friends: America's First 

Quakers:  When William Penn was 16 and still 
a student at Oxford, Virginia's Governor 
William Berkeley was fervently trying to wipe 
out the five illegal Quaker Meetings in 
Virginia.  In1660, the General Assembly 
passed "An Act for Suppressing Quakers": 
    "There is an unreasonable and 
turbulent sort of people commonly called 
Quakers who, contrary to law, do daily gather 
in unlawful assemblies … teaching lies, 
miracles, false visions, prophecies and 
doctrines … endeavoring to destroy religion, 
laws, communities and all bonds of civil 
society."   

All Quakers were to be imprisoned till 
they departed the Colony.  No person was to 
entertain any Quakers, permit an assembly of 
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Quakers in or near their house, or to publish 
their books, pamphlets or libels.  (Worrall, Jay 
Jr., The Friendly Virginians: America's First 
Quakers)         
 Fortunately, Friends in Virginia were 
never totally suppressed.  337 years later, 
over 1700 Friends will be assembling in 
Virginia.  The annual Friends General 
Conference 
Gathering will be held at James Madison 
University in Harrisonburg, June 28-July 5, 
1997.  Be open - Be Transformed - Be Faithful 
will be the theme of the Gathering. 
                

 
 
 
The Saharawi Approach to Islam 
From Christian Science Monitor World Apr. 3-
9 
 A representative in the U.S. of the 
Polisario Front, an independence movement of 
Bedouins in Western Sahara, states that, 
although most Muslims tend to stress the 
importance of the Islamic community,  
 

"The Saharawis believe that religion is 
a very personal issue.  It's a personal 
relationship between the human being and his 
Creator.  This is the mentality of the nomadic 
society. 
 "Mosques are noticeably absent from 
the camps, mostly because Saharawis "don't 
believe that to speak to God, you need a 
fancy place."  
 
 Women of the Saharawis, the Arab 
nomads of Western Sahara, are among the 
most liberated of the Muslim world.  "Their 
status is characteristic of the well-organized, 
egalitarian society that has developed in the 
refugee camps over the past 3 decades," 
adds the article.  "The Saharawi camps boast 
a representative government, a 95% literacy 
rate, and a constitution that enshrines 
religious tolerance and gender equality." 

Saharawis equally welcome other 
religions.  The representative explains, "There 
is an almost continuous presence of church 
groups from all over the world.  

"Tolerance is not something new, but 
it's something Saharawi leaders encourage. … 
In a tolerant society, the center prevails, not 
the extremes.  That means respect for others, 
whether for the faith or their ideas." 


