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Editor's Comments 
 

In his Journal, George Fox writes, "I 
told them I knew whence all wars arose, even 
from lusts, according to James' doctrine; and 
that I lived in the virtue of that life and power 
that took away the occasion of all wars."  See 
"Quakers and the Path of Peace," page 3 ff. 

em 

Announcements 
AFG/FWCC Gathering 
 The joint meeting of Atlantic Friends 
Gathering (AFG) and Friends World Committee 
for Consultation (FWCC), entitled From Global 
Crisis to Global Community, is coming up May 
20-23, 2005, from Friday evening to after 
breakfast on Monday morning of the long 
weekend. This is a more formal gathering than 
is typical of AFG, and includes many visitors 
from the United States.   
 
Presenters include:  gkisedtanamoogk, a 
member of the Wabanaki People and a 

respected cultural practitioner, advocate and 
bridge-builder between our two cultures; Mary 
Lord, Assistant General Secretary for Peace 
and Conflict Resolution, American Friends 
Service Committee; Jack Patterson, Quaker 
United Nations Representative, New York; 
Katie Aven, Wolfville Monthly Meeting and 
graduate of the Atlantic School of Theology, 
will lead Bible study on the theme.  
 
Registration forms can be found online.  
Although deadline for registering was April 20, 
for further information contact Barbara Aikman 
and Doris Calder, who may be able to fit you in 
at last minute: afg-fwcc@atlantic.quaker.ca 

 
Young Friends Fundraiser 
for World Gathering 2005 
announcements@wolfville.quaker.ca 
From Katie Aven 
 
Dear Friends, 
      I am pleased to tell you that a total of five 
Young Friends from Canadian Yearly Meeting 
have been chosen to attend the World 
Gathering of Young Friends, taking place in 
Lancaster, England, this August. This is blessed 
news! The Young Friends selected are Katrina 
McQuail (Kitchener Area MM), Alan Tatro 
(Victoria MM), Galen Fick (Ottawa MM), 
Rebecca Ivanoff (Yonge Street MM), Amy Jean 
Singleton-Polster (Vancouver MM), and myself, 
Katie Aven, from Wolfville MM. 
        We are all excited about this once-in- a-
lifetime opportunity (the last World Gathering 
was 1985), and have already begun to make 
preparations. Our major task in preparing for 
the Gathering is fund- raising. The cost of 
traveling to and attending the World Gathering 
is substantial; it is roughly $1600 per person. 
        We have recognized, however, that the 
cost of attending the Gathering for Young 
Friends from the two-thirds world is 
prohibitive, and we object to a “World” 
Gathering that excludes Friends from less 
affluent Yearly Meetings. It is our commitment, 
as minuted by Canadian Young Friends Yearly 
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Meeting at our last gathering in Windsor, NS, 
2004, to raise enough money to send both our 
own representatives and Friends from the two-
thirds world. This is our response to the 
economic injustice that threatens an equal 
representation of Friends at the Gathering, and 
it is communal commitment to making the 
Gathering truly a World Gathering. We 
expressed this commitment to the World 
Gathering organizers, who have twinned us 
with Young Friends in Guatemala. It is now our 
responsibility to raise enough money to enable 
our Guatemalan Friends to attend. 
        Our fundraising efforts began last year at 
Yearly Meeting, most notably with the “World 
Gathering Olympics”, held during the picnic. 
We raised nearly $800 that afternoon 
(remember the “synchronized swimming”?!). 
We continue to actively fundraise, in an 
attempt to meet our commitments. Dinners 
featuring Guatemalan food and silent auctions 
have already been held in Toronto and Ottawa. 
        As the former co-clerk of CYFYM and the 
only Young Friend from Atlantic Canada to be 
selected to attend, I am asking you for your 
support in our endeavor to send both Canadian 
and Guatemalan Young Friends to the World 
Gathering.  
      I will be organizing a silent auction at the 
AFG-FWCC on May 20-23, and am depending 
on the generosity of Friends throughout 
Atlantic Canada for donations to this auction. 
Please consider a donation of hand-knit 
garments, pottery, homemade pies and 
desserts, jewelry, clothing, labor or anything 
else of value. Any and all items will help 
support the global community of Young 
Friends, and in particular Young Friends in 
Canada and Guatemala.  
      Please contact me to make your donation: 
(902) 423-3213 OR  
kvaux@ns.sympatico.ca 
      My thanks to you go on behalf of all Young 
Friends in Canada. 
In the Light of Christ, 
Katie Aven. 
 
NOTE from Clerk of Wolfville Monthly 
Meeting: Please consider a direct donation, 
which can be sent to Canadian Yearly Meeting, 
with a note on the cheque saying it is for Young 
Friends Gathering. Also note the Silent Auction 
for AFG-FWCC.  
      And please bless Katie with your best 
wishes for her graduation from Atlantic School 

of Theology, which will be on Saturday April 30. 
Dale Gruchy and Bruce Dienes will be among 
those attending from Wolfville MM, so if you 
are able to go, please contact either of them 
for transport arrangements. 
 

Margaret Slavin Visit                    
Margaret Slavin will be visiting our area in the 
upcoming weeks.  Friends are encouraged to 
set aside some time to meet with her for a 
workshop, Meeting for Worship and for 
fellowship.  Details on her trip to Friends across 
Canada can be found linked to the quaker.ca 
web site. 

 May 8-14: Fredericton MM 
 May 14-20:  PEI WG 
 May 20-23: FWCC/Atlantic Friends 
Gathering 
 May 24 -28: Newfoundland, St. John's 
Worship Group and Unitarians 

New CFSC E-Newsletter     A 
monthly communication from CFSC with 
Meetings and others:  
http://cfsc.quaker.ca/pages/whats new.html 

******** 

Personals 
 
Maida Follini has returned from a trip to 
England to see her grandson, Samuel Cliff 
Follini, born Feb. 24 to her daughter Beth 
Follini and Dave Cliff.  Beth, graduate of the 
last graduating class of Friends World College in 
Long Island, NY, lives in London with partner 
Dave Cliff.  She is self-employed with her own 
business, "Beth Follini: Fund-Raising 
Consultant." 
 
Maida also met with Quakers of Milford Haven 
Friends Meeting in Wales, a Meeting started by 
Quakers from Nantucket Island, MA, and 
Dartmouth, NS.  She did some research on the 
Quaker Whalers. 
 
Charley Follini and Allison Dunn will wed July 
23 in Dartmouth, NS. 
 
Michael & Edith Miller had an exhilarating tour 
of Cuba in March, with Routes to Learning, a 
Canadian affiliate of Elderhostel.  We stalked 
beautiful, exotic birds, some endemic to Cuba, 
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and admired the restored 17th-19th-c. buildings 
of Old Havana.  In all cases, the guides were 
superbly knowledgeable.  No, we did not visit 
an Iglesia de los Amigos, because the Friends 
Meetings were too far away, in the eastern part 
of the island.   
 
Corrie Douma reports that she can now walk 
without pain after a hip replacement 
operation. 
 

********* 

CnR Group Has Their 
Work Cut Out For Them 
 
On March 30 the five members of the 
Consultation and Renewal Group ("CnR") held 
a phone conference call to review what they 
had done since they last met at Friends House 
in Toronto January 14-16.  They had scanned 
the State-of-Society Reports of 2003 and 2004 
for concerns about the spiritual vitality of 
Meetings and the effectiveness of Canadian 
Yearly Meeting.  In April each of them has been 
interviewing different CYM Committee Clerks 
and Representatives to Other Bodies. 
 
The mandate for the CnR group, established by 
CYM in August 2004, is "to consult with Friends 
and Attenders across the country and to 
recommend ways forward which will deepen 
and nurture our spiritual life." 
 
In November 2004 Representative Meeting 
appointed Marilyn Manzer (Wolfville MM), 
Michael Miller (NBMM), Kwame Barko (Toronto 
MM), David McKay (Coldstream MM), and Gale 
Wills (Victoria MM).  Two more members are 
expected to be named in May.  A budget has 
been worked out and will be submitted to Rep. 
Meeting for approval.  The CnR Group should 
have completed its work by CYM of 2006. 
 

********* 

Outreach-Ecumenical 
 
Quakers and the Path of Peace, 
by Maida Follini, from the "Voices of Faith" 
column in Sackville Tribune-Post 
 

When George Fox, an English working man of 
the 1600s, was seeking for a true faith, he read 
he Bible carefully, Listened to a variety of 
preachers, and tried to follow the teachings of 
Jesus.  As Fox traveled in England, preaching, 
he inspired others, who joined him and founded 
The Society of Friends, or Quakers. 
 
Fox, as an independent preacher, was often 
met with hostility from the Puritan ministers 
and magistrates, and in Derby he was arrested 
and put in jail on a charge of blasphemy.  After 
Fox was imprisoned for nearly six months, the 
authorities came to him and offered to release 
him if Fox would agree to serve as a captain in 
the Puritan army fighting against Charles 
Stuart.  Fox refused. 
 
In his journal he writes: "I told them I knew 
whence all wars arose, even from lusts, 
according to James' doctrine; and that I lived in 
the virtue of that life and power that took 
away the occasion of all wars." 
 
The authorities, angry at his refusal, threw Fox 
back in prison for another six months. 
 
Fox aspired to follow the words of Jesus,, and 
Jesus had taught his followers not only to "Love 
thy neighbor," but to "Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you, do good to them that hate 
you …" (Matthew 5-44).  In the Sermon on the 
Mount, Jesus said, "Blessed are the 
peacemakers: for they shall be called the 
children of God." (Matthew 5-9). 
 
Fox was a close reader of the Bible, as is shown 
by his reference to James' doctrine.  James, 
disciple and brother of Jesus, referred to the 
causes of war: "From whence come wars and 
fighting among you?  Come they not hence, 
even of your lusts that war in your members?  
Ye lust, and have not; ye kill, and desire to 
have, and cannot obtain; ye fight and war, yet 
ye have not …" (James 4-1,2) 
 
For Fox and for the Friends, war was not the 
way to go if you were to be a follower of Jesus.  
The Friends tried to overcome evil with 
spiritual weapons: reasoning, praying and 
blessing their opponents, doing god works, and 
setting an example of peaceful lives. 
 
In 1660, the Quaker Elders of Balby published a 
long declaration in which they stated: "All 
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bloody principles and practices we … do utterly 
deny, with all outward wars and strife and 
fighting with outward weapons, for any end or 
under any pretence whatsoever.  And this is our 
testimony to the whole world." 
 
In a famous anecdote, William Penn, a wealthy 
convert to the Friends' beliefs, asked George 
Fox whether he should wear the sword that was 
an accepted pat of his gentleman's attire in the 
17th century.  Fox is reported to have said: 
"Wear it as long as thee can," implying that if 
Penn listened to his own conscience, he would 
find what he should do.  Penn soon put off 
wearing his sword. 
 
Friends have been faced with the decision of 
what to do in time of war many times since the 
17th-c. civil wars in England.  In 1775, in 
Saratoga County, New York State, as the 
Quakers worshipped in Meeting one summer 
day, a dozen Indians with their chief, entered 
the Meeting house, armed with hatchets, bows 
and arrows, and with human scalps hanging on 
their belts.  The Quakers sat silently.  The 
Meeting did not stop.  The stillness continued, 
absorbing the Indian visitors, so they stood still 
and waited with the Quakers.  When the hour 
of worship was over, the Elders shook hands to 
close the Meeting.  An Elder invited the Indians 
to join the Quakers for refreshments at his 
house. 
 
As they ate together, an Indian told an 
interpreter: "We surrounded your house, 
meaning to destroy every living person within 
it.  But when we saw you sitting with your door 
open and without weapons of defence, we had 
no wish any longer to hurt you."  And the 
Indians went quietly away.  
 
During the American Civil War [the War 
Between the States], Friends were torn 
between desiring an end to slavery and 
maintaining their peace testimony.  Although 
most Friends remained aloof from the conflict, 
some joined the Union Army and fought to end 
slavery. 
 
In World War I, most Friends refused to fight, 
but instead many formed ambulance units to 
help the wounded.  After WWI, Friends sent 
relief supplies and food to the civilian 
populations on both the Allied and the German 
side. 

During World War II, many Friends who were 
conscientious objectors were imprisoned; 
others were sent to work camps, or given 
alternative service in hospitals.  WWII, like the 
American Civil War, was a great challenge to 
conscience.  On the one hand, Quakers 
believed it was never right to kill.  On the 
other hand, many believed it was wrong to 
allow the Germans [and Japanese] to continue 
killing others.  Consequently, while many 
Quakers were COs, others served in the Allied 
Armed Forces. 
 
During the American War against Vietnam, 
large numbers of COs left the United States to 
find refuge in Canada.  Canadian Friends were 
a leading group assisting these refugees of 
conscience. 
 
In the recent war between the American 
Coalition and Saddam Hussain's Iraqi 
government, American COs have received 
counseling and practical help from Friends in 
the US and in Canada.  Several American 
soldiers who could no longer in good conscience 
serve in this war have crossed the border and 
received aid from Canadian Friends. 
 
In working to "take away the occasion for war," 
the Friends World Committee for Consultation 
runs two Quaker United Nations centres--one in 
Geneva and one in New York City--where 
diplomats can meet in an informal setting, to 
try to reach common ground.  Quakers believe 
that, with mutual understanding, mutual 
respect and mutual forbearance, armed 
conflicts can be prevented and instead, 
treaties, agreements, and cooperative actions 
can be used to solve problems. 
 
In the Garden of Gethsemane, when one of 
Jesus's disciples seeks to defend him from being 
arrested, Jesus says: "Put up again thy sword 
into his place; for all they that take the sword 
shall perish with the sword." (Matthew 26-52) 
 
Quakers see all peoples as children of God, and 
seek to reach out to what is divine in each soul, 
whether friend or foe, so that conflicts can be 
solved peacefully. 
 

 
********* 
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Monthly Meeting Minutes 
 
 
Halifax MM 
Notes from February Meeting for Worship for 
Business, February 6, 2005. 
Present: 27; regrets 3. 
      
40th anniversary: Betty Peterson recommends 
that Halifax Friends Meeting mark its 40th 
anniversary. 
 
Friends United Meeting: Friends decided to 
withhold their direct financial contribution to 
FUM because of their hiring policy to exclude 
gays and lesbians in relationships. 
 
Committee on Poverty: We ask Mel Earley, 
Richard Lind-Everts and John Courtneidge to 
study the issue of poverty, within our Meeting 
and without, so that they might report to the 
Meeting in March.  We ask them to specifically 
address the questions of how and what kind of 
ongoing committee would be needed. 

 
Halifax MM 
Notes from March Meeting for Worship for 
Business, March 8, 2005. 
Present: 22; regrets 4. 
      
A letter to the Commissioner on Plant Breeders 
Rights Office of the Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency was approved. 
      
First Day School: The interim report on one 
section of a proposed protocol on the 
prevention of abuse of children was discussed.  
The Meeting decided to sign the Memorandum 
of Understanding and have criminal record 
searches done of those Friends who will work 
with children on a regular basis.  We will not 
take up the option of requiring people to 
complete a child abuse register form.  The 
interim report and the decisions made in 
connection with it apply only to our Meeting.  
We recommend that this report be brought to 
the attention of the Meeting for Common 
Concerns at its Fall Meeting 
 
Meeting House Committee:.John Courtneidge 
and Mel Earley have looked at a number of 
sites. 
 

Nominating Committee: Meeting approved the 
nominations of Sara AvMaat for 2 years on 
Continuing Meeting for Ministry and Counsel.  
Mel Earley was nominated to continue on Home 
Mission & Advancement Committee for 2 years 
and Margot Overington was nominated on 
Program Committee for 2 years. 
       
Quaker Process workshop was scheduled for 
April 23 at the home of Donna Smyth and 
Gillian Thomas. 
       
Dartmouth Worship Group:  Dartmouth Friends 
sent a letter to Milford Haven Friends via Maida 
Follini.  Quaker whalers left Dartmouth to 
settle in Milford Haven 200 years ago. 
       
Outreach Committee: Thanks to Anne Thomas, 
Halifax Friends have a beautifully executed 
display for outreach purposes and 
demonstrations. 

  
Halifax MM 
Notes on April 5, 2005, Meeting for Worship for 
Business. 
  
Friends United Meeting: The Meeting decided 
to call a meeting to discuss Yearly Meeting's 
financial support for FUM and our desire to 
keep a dialogue going about the sensitive issue 
of FUM's hiring practices with regard to gays 
and lesbians relationships. 
       
40th anniversary: Friends decided to combine 
the celebration of our 40th anniversary with a 
"peace tree" planting and a suggested Day for 
F(f)riends and Family, to be held preferably 
before June 15. 
   
Canadian Friends Service Committee: A letter 
from Fred and Susan Holtz was laid over.  They 
suggest that CFSC should take on a similar 
function as Friends Committee on National 
Legislation in the U.S.  
       
Program Committee: Friends met in a day-long 
retreat to consider the Stages of Life as 
proposed by Faith and Practice Development 
Committee.  It was a rewarding experience for 
all. 
       
Outreach Committee: The Committee 
organized a meeting at which 7 people showed 
an interest in Quakers.  Two of them attended 
Meeting for Worship the next day. 
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Campaign for Secure Dwellings: Our committee 
has received a photo of the Palestinian family 
and we have sent a photo of the Secure 
Dwellings Committee.   
       
Nominating Committee: functions from 
Sept.2005 - August 2006: 
Co-clerks:  Donna Smyth, Corrie Douma 
Treasurer:  Helen Zebedee (in training with       
Margot Overington) 
Worship group contacts            
  Antigonish:  Sara AvMaat 
  Dartmouth:  Corrie and Atze Douma 
  South Shore:  Margery and Raymond Dahn 
Address list:  Bruce Dienes 
bdienes@capflex.com  
Atlantic Friends Communications Committee:  
to be filled 
Atlantic Friends Gathering 2006 (Sept. '05-Aug. 
'06):  Jesse Tellez, Claire Henry 
Emergency Committee, US Military Deserters:  
Richard Lind, Heather Brown, Kathryn Belzer, 
Ed Belzer Charles                        Brown,  
Charles Kennedy 
First Day School Planning Committee:    Sylvia 
Mangalam, Claire Henry, Beulah Gordon, Chrys 
Richards (for consultation)                             
Interfaith/Ecumenical: 
   Halifax Interfaith Council: Betty Peterson 
   Halifax KAIROS:  Charles Brown 
   Halifax Peace Coalition:  to be filled                 
   (back-up: Betty Peterson)  
Representative Meeting:  Paige Kennedy 
                   

Wolfville MM 
  
Excerpts from Meeting for Worship for Business, 
March 20, 2005.   
Present: Barbara Aikman, Penni Burrell, Bruce 
Dienes, Gwenyth Dwyn, Marilyn Manzer, 
Jasmine Land, Peter MacInnes. 
 
State of Society Report:  Gwenyth distributed a 
draft of the report.  Ministry and Counsel will 
meet again to integrate some of the comments. 
A further seasoned copy will be distributed via 
e-mail, and Ministry & Counsel will send out a 
final version to CYM office, if there are no 
objections. 
 
It was noted that this report’s purpose is for 
the Meeting to actively examine the state of 
our society.  It was agreed that next year, we 
would discuss the State of Society report in 

January as a tool for the meeting as a whole to 
engage in a meaningful process.  

 
Change in CYM Discipline:  It was agreed that 
the Discipline Review Committee be 
encouraged to examine the proposal from HMM 
regarding changing the Yearly Meeting 
Discipline.  
 
Earth Charter Meeting:  We agreed to meet on 
the first Wednesday in May, May 4, at Marilyn’s 
at 7:30 p.m. The topic would be the 
implication of endorsement of the principles of 
the Earth Charter for both the individual 
meeting, and CYM. 
 
Ministry & Counsel report:  The Meeting has 
accepted the resignation of Dale Gruchy, with 
appreciation for her many years of good 
service. On account of the time of the year, it 
was agreed that the Committee would consist 
of the two current members. 
 
M&C will revisit the issue of members' 
attendance at their application, but the 
suggestion of worship sharing was left for the 
time being. 
  
The letter sent by M&C to the CYM M&C 
regarding “In Truth and Love” has been 
responded to.  There will be a meeting on April 
11 at 7 at Marilyn’s to discuss it.  The letter 
will be distributed prior to this meeting.   
 
Meeting House Committee Report:  It was 
recommended and approved that the current 
Meeting House Committee be laid down.   
 
Faith and Practice:  In the notes from the 
Meeting sent by Carol Bradley, it was suggested 
that there was some interest by members to 
write something for missing parts.  Carol was 
informed that this was not appropriate, that 
the document could consist of only items 
already published.  It was mentioned that 
Canadian Friends Journal will focus on some of 
these issues, and suggested that should one 
wish to submit something, we are encouraged 
to write for the CF issue, and hence it would be 
a published item. Marilyn wondered if the 
Meeting as a collective wanted to create some 
writings.  Carol indicated that the earliest 
would be 2006.  Marilyn will distribute what she 
has already started.    
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Atlantic Friends’ Gathering 2005:  There is a 
surplus of over $600. from the 2004 Gathering, 
totaling over $1,500 for the account.  Barb 
Aikman was directed to not agree to using the 
complete amount, depleting the AFG funds for 
the 2005 AFG-FWCC meeting at Villa Madonna. 
People were informed that staying at Gilbert 
House does not include food.  Meals can be 
purchased individually if you chose to stay 
there.  Although registration by Apr. 20 was 
encouraged, you may contact Barb for last-
minute registration.  Penni will be contact 
person for transportation. 
 
AFG 2006:  Bruce is appointed to check 
locations for the '06 AFG.  
  
Friends General Conference:  Penni distributed 
copies of the resource guide of books available 
through FGC.  She also distributed a number of 
other notices. 
 
New Brunswick MM 
Minutes of NBMM, March 20, 2005, held at home 
of Maud Anschutz, of PEI Worship Group, in 
Charlottetown, PEI. 
 
Report on CFSC proposed Phoenix-Zululand 
Project:  Vince reported on discussions he has 
had with Marc Forget.  There remain some 
questions about whether we want to take on an 
international project at this time and what 
piece of it we might want to support.  An 
alternative to an international project may be 
a local project in the jails and justice area.  
Vince will continue to find out more about the 
project. 
 
State of Society Report:  Martha read the draft 
State of Society Report. We would like to see a 
mention of the importance of e-mail in our 
Meeting communications.  A suggestion was 
made that Quakerism 101 or a similar program 
could be offered over the Internet.  This 
suggestion arose from the mention of 
Quakerism 101 in the report.  With only a few 
minor changes we approve the SOS report and 
thank the many Friends who took part in its 
production.   
 
Nominations for CYM Committees:  The Meeting 
approves Vince Zelazny’s name to go forward 
to CYM Nominations Committee to serve on 
CFSC. 
 

Trip by Maida Follini:  Maida Follini will travel 
to Milford Haven in Wales to further her studies 
of the Dartmouth NS Quaker Whalers.  She asks 
that the Meeting provide a traveling letter to 
introduce her to the Milford Haven Friends, 
who will be putting her up.  We are grateful for 
Maida’s leading and wish her much success in 
her research.  We look forward to a report on 
her return.  We ask Martha to write the letter 
on our behalf. 

****** 
PEI Worship Group 
Daphne Davey writes: 
 

On January 30, the PEI Worship Group 
held a discussion after worship. With two 
visitors among us, Daphne gave a brief 
introduction about Quaker worship, then we 
held meeting for worship for an hour, followed 
by potluck lunch (actually, feast), then 
returned to the meeting room for a "question-
and-experience" period.  

Daphne started things off by describing 
the Quaker testimonies and the challenge of 
every Friend, regardless of the time they live 
in, to interpret and live these testimonies in 
the context of their own lives and the age they 
live in.  

Interestingly, it was the Peace 
Testimony which sparked the most discussion, 
and the actions of the Bush government 
inevitably played their part. Believing in and 
living in our personal lives the Peace Testimony 
is never easy, and has taxed Quakers 
throughout the history of the Society of 
Friends, so we shouldn't feel any worse about 
the problem than anyone else! We also touched 
on the role of  
Canadian "peacekeepers" in other countries. 
 

 
To be fully human, we need 

relationships not only with other people but 
with the non-human world, our own inner 
depths and with Something Greater.  For me, 
that non-material Presence is mysterious, 
sacred and intellectually unfathomable.  It can 
be experienced but not defined. 

 … if our desires and plans for the 
future are not balanced with acceptance and 
joy in this moment, just as it is, our lives go 
unlived and are wasted. 

Bob Kull, My Year Alone in the 
Wilderness, Canadian Geographic, May/June 
2004 


