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Editor's Comments 
 
We are sending this issue early so everyone gets 
all the details on Atlantic Friends Gathering 
and can register on time.  Although I didn't 
receive much news from Nova Scotia (and 
almost never from Newfoundland) for this 
issue, reuniting at AFG will help make up for 
the loss.  Michael & I will be coming a little 
late, but I look forward to seeing you all when 
we do arrive!                               EM 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Announcements 
 
Don't Miss it !   --  Mark your calendars NOW 
!    BOOK NOW PAY LATER  ! 
 See info and REGISTER ON LINE at  
www.atlantic.quaker.ca/afg 
  
Annual Atlantic Friends Gathering 
Camp Geddie, a Presbyterian Church camp 
near Merigomish, NS 
about 18 kms from exit 27 of Hwy 104. 
Victoria Day Weekend 
May 18 to 21, 2007 
Friday Evening to Monday, 10.30 am  
http:/atllantic.quaker.ca/afg 
 
Come and join new and old Friends for the 
rejuvenation of spirits and friendships 
at our annual Atlantic Friends Gathering.   
Theme: "Let Peace Begin with Me"  
 
We are concerned with the elusiveness of 
peace today in every part of our world.  
Canada's role in Afghanistan has changed our 
understanding of our nation's identity from one 
of 'peacekeeper'.  Although war has been with 
us for a long time, Quaker responses to prevent 
or mitigate the effects of war have been long 
standing and successful in many aspects.  From 
our Alternatives to Violence on the 
interpersonal level, to conflict resolution 
among groups are examples of Quaker 
contributions to creating a Culture of Peace. At 
the 2006 Canadian Yearly Meeting, a Minute 
was passed for Quakers to take this year to 
examine a response to the Canadian Council of 
Churches document on the UN's Responsibility 
to Protect policy.   
 
We offer this weekend as a place to enjoy a 
peaceful setting, explore paths to creating a 
more peaceful environment on whatever level 
you are led to consider.  
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Cost: $55 per adult for the weekend, or $25 per 
night, or $15 per day (for those not staying 
overnight). If you pre-register, the cost is $50 
per adult (you can still pay on-site). Half price 
charge for teenagers. Children 12 or under are 
free. Anyone who cannot afford these fees may 
pay less or nothing. Anyone who can pay more 
is asked to donate towards costs for those who 
cannot. Check with you local Meeting re travel 
subsidies.  
 
Meals: Potluck. Please bring anything and 
everything, with the idea of ease of 
preparation. As you gather your food together 
ensure that simplicity of preparation is a 
consideration.  Cooked in advance is very 
helpful. Casseroles would be nice! We will buy 
staples such as fresh milk, butter, tea, coffee, 
etc.  We will need to bring the rest.  
Kitchen is fully equipped. No need to bring 
dishes or cutlery. We will all take turns helping 
in kitchen during the weekend, but we are 
fortunate to have two seasoned food co-op 
Friends who will lead us towards our traditional 
amazing combinations!  
 
Children: Children's program will be designed 
for the range of ages we expect to attend. This 
makes it very important that you register well 
in advance if you are bringing children with 
you. Children are encouraged to send us ideas 
for what they would like to see at AFG. As 
always we are looking for assistance with the 
children's program. If you feel led to help, 
please   email Penni Burrell 
 
Accommodations: Accommodations at the 
camp are the main building -Irwin Lodge, which 
has sleeping capacity for 30-35  in double- and 
bunk-beds with shared bathrooms on same 
floor. Irwin Lodge also contains the kitchen , 
dining area and meeting area on the main 
floor. Bedrooms are heated.  It could 
accommodate most of those attending. There is 
also the Margaret MacDougall Lodge which 
sleeps five with a kitchenette and bathroom.  
There are also a number of unheated cabins 
available for the more hearty.  With both of 
these options must provide their own sleeping 
bags.  
 
The setting of Camp Geddie has a wide open 
field, spectacular beach, a place for a campfire 
at night, and many hiking trails, with an 
amazing view of sunsets that are literally 

show/workshop stopping. There are 
wheelchair-accessible sleeping 
accommodations and shower/toilets. See the 
camp's web site at http://www.campgeddie.ca 
 
Camp Geddie is owned and operated by The 
Presbyterian Church in Canada and is 
accredited by the Camping Association of Nova 
Scotia 
 
Program: On Friday evening you can arrive any 
time after 5:00 pm. We will have a pot of soup 
on.  
! Details on programme schedule will 
announced  soon ! 
Recreation: ! Details will announced  soon ! 
 
List of what to bring:  
 
Readings: We are asking people to consider 
bringing a short reading to AFG that reflects a 
deeply held belief or concern of yours. We 
hope to create multiple opportunities for 
people to get together in worship-sharing or 
discussions about the readings and ideas that 
Friends bring.  
 
Pack your bag with toiletries, soap, towels, 
and 
sleeping stuff: Sleeping bag, blankets, pillow. 
Remember it can get really cold at night, and 
you have to bring all of the items necessary to 
keep yourself warm. Mattresses are provided in 
the cabins.  
 
Clothing: Remember that while during the 
daytime it can be quite warm, the evenings are 
still brisk. So a range of clothing options may 
be needed, from t-shirts to mittens/sweaters. 
Rubber boots and raingear may also help you.  
 
Other Misc: Fly repellent, sunscreen, 
Flashlight, batteries, Musical instruments, 
Canoe, kayaks, and swimming suits for the 
extremely brave. Your ability to have fun, 
humor!  
How to get there: Directions to Camp Geddie:  
 
From Truro and West – Take Trans Canada 
Highway #104 past New Glasgow exits to exit 
27. Then take Highway 245 towards 
Merigomish. Camp entrance is about 18 kms 
from the Trans Canada Highway – watch out for 
Geddie Road sign.  
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From Antigonish – take  Hwy # 104  to exit 27 – 
then follow directions as above. 
 
See also: 
www.campgeddie.ca/index_files/page0013.ht
ml (Note: requires Internet Explorer - site 
navigation will not work with Firefox, etc.)  
 
Registration: Please try to let us know if you 
are coming. It makes the organizers' work much 
simpler This is particularly important if you 
are bringing children, as we need to know 
what ages to plan for, and what materials to 
prepare. Click here to register online. 
Alternatively, a phone call, an email or just 
plain old snail mail will be sufficient. We need 
to know names, ages of children, preferred 
type of accommodation, # of nights you plan to 
be there, and we might be able to help connect 
rides together for car-pooling, although check 
within your own Meeting first. Please   email 
Mel Earley 
 
or call him at 902-455-6222 or write to 2770 
William Hunt Ave Halifax NS B3L 3V1  
 
BOOK NOW PAY LATER !  
  
 
Atlantica Rally "Converge on Halifax" June 
13-17 
Information on Atlantica is briefly explained on 
p. 9-10 of this Newsletter and elaborated at: 
www.Stopatlantica.org.   
 

 
Ursula Franklin Interview 
John McKendy has a recording of the Ursula 
Franklin CBC Interview on Feb. 4.  If anyone is 
interested in a copy, please email him at 
jmckendy@stu.ca. 

Weddings and Memorials 
 
Dawne Clarke & Stephen Pidwysocky will be 
married in Fredericton, August 25.  A clearness 
committee is being set up. 
 
A memorial for Elizabeth Rossinger will be held 
in Fredericton at the agricultural research 
experimental farm, where she was born, on 
July 28.   

 

CFSC News 
 
Employment Opportunity with CFSC  
Canadian Friends Service Committee (CFSC), 
the peace and justice arm of Canadian Yearly 
Meeting, is hiring an Office Administrator for 
the national office in Toronto. Candidates 
should have an affinity for spiritually led peace 
and social justice-based work.  
 
The successful candidate will: have education 
and/or experience in office administration; 
have related work or volunteer experience; be 
familiar with the not-for-profit work 
environment and the Quaker community 
including Quaker business method; be available 
to start work on 15 August 2007.  
 
Please visit the CFSC website (after 4 April) 
www.cfsc.quaker.ca/pages/whats_new.html  
or contact CFSC (416-920-5213) for an 
application package. Application deadline: 31 
May 2007.  
 
The Peace Testimony in Our Time: Discussing 
the Responsibility to Protect 
Friends can find the discussion resource paper 
on the CFSC website at:  
www.cfsc.quaker.ca/pages/documents/R2PRe
sourcePaper.pdf 
We hope Meetings will discuss the issue and 
send their responses to CFSC (qpasc@ 
cfsc.quaker.ca) by June 20, 2007, in 
preparation for discussion at Yearly Meeting. 
Several Friends in Atlantic Canada and Ontario 
worked out how they will facilitate discussions 
in their Meetings. We invite Meetings that wish 
to carry out discussions to consult the resource 
paper, and then phone Gianne Broughton (613-
798-8182) if they have any questions. Friends 
have found the paper to be quite user-friendly, 
and self-explanatory.  
 
Community Trauma Healing after War or 
Genocide: Visit to Canada from Burundian 
Adrien Niyongabo 
Adrien leads Burundi Yearly Meeting's Healing 
and Reconciling our Communities program with 
the support of the Africa Great Lakes Initiative 
(AGLI) of Friends Peace Teams.  With the 
support of CFSC and various Meetings, he will 
be on tour in Ontario, New Brunswick and 
Winnipeg from the end of April to early June.  
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For more details: In New Brunswick, contact 
John McKendy:  
jmckendy@stu.ca 
in Ontario, Gianne Broughton  
qpasc@cfsc.quaker.ca 
in Winnipeg, Elaine Bishop  
ebishop@autobahn.mb.ca 
 
Africa Great Lakes Initiative 
John McKendy of New Brunswick Monthly 
Meeting has received a CFSC Individual Grant 
for his forthcoming service work with the Africa 
Great Lakes Initiative (AGLI). 
 
 Quaker Initiative to End Torture (Canada) 
Conference –April 27-28  
On April 26-28, Canadian Friends (and friends 
of Friends) are invited to participate in a 
Canadian conference on ending torture in 
Ottawa, ON. CFSC and Ottawa Monthly Meeting 
are helping fund and plan the conference. 
Organizers hope to attract a lot of participation 
from all the faith communities in Ottawa and 
elsewhere, from students and the NGO 
community and activists generally. Panelists 
include Quakers John Calvi (who started the 
first such conference in the USA) and Janet 
Ross (biblical scholar) as well as 
representatives from Amnesty International and 
the International Civil Liberties Monitoring 
Group and those who can speak to the issue of 
the impact of torture.  If you would like to 
receive more information when it is available, 
email  
quit.conference.canada@gmail.com 
 
QUIT (USA) 2 – June 1-3  
John Calvi and others are preparing to organize 
the second Quaker Initiative to End Torture in 
the USA. Conference information and 
registration for the conference (to be held 
again at Guilford College in Greensboro, North 
Carolina) can be found on their website:  
www.quit-torture-now.org  
  
New KAIROS project supports advocacy by low-
income people  
KAIROS is undertaking a one-year project to 
develop and test tools for mobilizing low-
income people on poverty issues in Victoria, 
Montreal and Charlottetown. Sixty low-income 
people from these cities will be provided the 
opportunity to reflect, analyze and advocate 
for action on key poverty issues. For 

information or to become involved, contact 
Michael Polanyi at 1-877-403-8933-x237 or  
mpolanyi@kairoscanada.org 
 
 New educational resource with Earthcare 
perspective  
The Earthcare Working Group of Philadelphia 
Yearly Meeting and Quaker Earthcare Witness 
has published Seeds of Violence, Seeds of 
Hope.  Volume 1 is comprised of informational 
articles, particularly about the spiritual basis of 
Earthcare. Volume 2 has interactive exercises 
and volume 3 is in-depth perspectives of the 
issues. This publication is available from Ed 
Dreby  
(drebymans@igc.org) for the cost of 
photocopying and shipping from the USA. It is 
also downloadable in one 162-page PDF file  at  
www.fgcquaker.org/library/economics/seeds/
index.htm  
  

Personals 
Daphne Davey sent the following: 
"I'm still laughing about this. The PEI Worship 
Group meets in wintertime in a room in a 
Catholic convent in Charlottetown. Last 
Sunday, one of the sisters enthused about us 
using the room for our worship. 'We're so happy 
that you come to pray in our building. It's 
rather like 'Little Mosque on the Prairies'--the 
Quakers in a Roman Catholic convent!'" 
 

Who is Harmed by Crime? 
Meredith Egan, Programme Coordinator of 
Quakers Fostering Justice, Canadian Friends 
Service Committee, sent the following from 
Elizabeth Whitehouse in the United Kingdom: 

Who is Harmed by Crime: A statement of 
concern made to a meeting for discernment at 
the Quaker Justice (QICJ) conference in 
Glenthorne, England, 24 February 2007. 

We are meeting to discern what is justice 
within the context of our lives, our country, our 
time.  Thomas Merton, a Roman Catholic, said, 
"you don't have to rush after the answer.  It is 
there all the time. If you give it a chance it will 
make itself known to you." 

William Braithwaite wrote about Quaker 
business meetings, let them "guide action by 
spiritual judgement rather than by the 
rhetorical and argumentative skill of the 
speaker". 
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So this meeting is for insight. Putting aside my 
rhetorical and argumentative skill, I will offer 
my concerns.  My concerns have been brought 
into focus by the government's statement of 
intent on rebalancing the criminal justice 
system against the defendant, which I find 
shocking. The proposals are to increase the 
rights and importance of an undefined group of 
victims. Against whom will the next rebalancing 
be? Women? The mentally ill? Jews? There are 
historical examples of this kind of favouritism 
leading to a loss of balance from which 
societies have been unable to recover. We are 
expected to agree that victims should be at the 
centre of the criminal justice system, but its 
centre should be not one special interest 
group, but justice itself.  The "victim centred" 
approach is part of a culture of purity of the 
victim. Accused people are permanently 
labelled and demonized. Victims are also 
permanently labelled. But everyone is more 
than what any label says, and they may be both 
a victim and the accused. If we must label 
people as victims, however, then we need a 
better understanding of who is harmed by 
crime. 
 
There are definitions. The UN definition of 
"victim of crime" includes the close family or 
dependents of the direct victim. But what 
about the close family of the perpetrator? The 
murderer's mother? The woman who kills a 
violent partner after suffering years of abuse? 
We have been reminded of the connectedness 
of all of us to each other. We can all offend. 
We can all be victims. 
 
We know that offenders are more likely than 
non-offenders to have been victims of crime. 
That victimization can lead to offending.  
Sexual and violent crimes when the victims are 
children can lead to permanent psychological 
effects which in turn can lead to the victim's 
perpetrating the abuse on the next generation. 
Who exactly is wholly responsible for their 
crime? And which label could it be right to use? 
 
Under our present managerial government an 
individual's social significance depends on 
identification with manageable, recognized 
groups posited by the centre, which may be 
partial, inadequate or irrelevant, but the 
individual must perform his or her designated 
role thoroughly and effectively to achieve 
justice. It is not possible for the victim and 

defendant to be the same person in this model. 
Quakers are outside this conformity – perhaps 
sustainably so only until New Labour's 
managerial normalization is complete.  But the 
individuality of life's experiences needs to be 
taken account of: experiences are very 
specific, quite different from one another. 
Conformity to an imposed norm (either victim 
or offender) is actually impossible. 
 
Victim- centred justice has been introduced by 
the government only to improve conviction 
rates. Not only is there no definition of 
"victim", there is no definition of "justice" in 
recent government papers, which almost 
incredibly ignore the Runciman Commission's 
findings of the mid- 90s about police and 
prosecution corruption, and perversions of 
justice, in West Midlands police.  
 
Prison is part of society's answer to the 
mentally ill, the homeless, the problem 
teenager. 29 children have died in custody 
since 1990. Who is the victim there?  Children 
are strip-searched in prison (highlighted in an 
inspection report Oct. 2006 by HMCIPrisons). 
Who is the victim there?  Privatization is 
reducing the ratio of 
staff to prisoner leading to more containment, 
less rehabilitation. Prison may create more 
criminal behaviour. 
 
We know that criminal behaviour may be 
fostered by communities. The young are not 
catapulted into communities where they cause 
mayhem. Rather the communities where the 
young person grows up may be conducive to 
crime. Crime may be acceptable, a habit. 
Unemployment may be a fact of life or, in some 
cases, a habit learned from families and 
friends. A period of imprisonment may be 
considered normal by the individual, their 
families and their communities. We demonize 
and criminalize and exclude our young people 
who should be included – they are our future. 
 
We know that the children involved in  anti-
social behaviour are often the same  ones who 
are themselves the victims of violent crime. 
But the reporting rate for crimes against 
children is low. Little public attention is paid. 
The outrage and opprobrium is directed against 
the child's behaviour, not its suffering. 
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Now the question of justice. Should justice be 
impartially administered on behalf of society? Is 
that possible? Well-to-do, influential individuals 
will always bend justice towards them; poor, 
uneducated individuals will have it bent away 
from them. Can justice be administered 
impartially and at the same time show special 
understanding of the victim? Or of the accused 
person? How can justice be fairly administered 
on behalf of society when society itself is 
unbalanced, for example by racism, corruption 
or by influence of whatever kind?  
 
The impartial status of the Criminal Justice 
System is disallowed by New Labour which 
requires it to represent the interest of the 
ruling class, insensitive to the needs of the 
rest. The uneducated, the poor, the young, the 
excluded ones have no say in the making of the 
laws which will push them further to the 
margins and may criminalize and imprison 
them. But it is the court, impartially 
administered, which should decide the cases, 
assisted by the police, other witnesses and the 
lawyers all of whose duty is to serve justice. 
Not the victim, not any special interest group, 
but justice. 
  
Forgiveness. A prisoner of the Japanese in WWII 
learned after the war that the camp 
commandant was actually a Christian and he 
was rather annoyed to hear that, therefore, 
the commandant knew himself forgiven. He 
contacted him to say that he could not know 
forgiveness or peace unless his victims forgave 
him. After meeting, mutual understanding was 
reached - eventually. Only then did the "victim" 
began to understand how much the lack of 
forgiveness had harmed him, himself.  
Forgiveness sets the victim free, as well as the 
wrongdoer. 
 
Advices & Queries 33. Are you alert to 
discriminatory practices? Bear witness to the 
humanity of all people including those who 
break society's laws. Seek to understand the 
causes of injustice. 
604 832 0954 
 

 

Monthly Meeting 
Reports 
New Brunswick MM 
 
NBMM was held Sunday, February 17, 2007, in 
the Faculty Lounge at St. Thomas U.  Members 
from Fredericton, Houlton-Woodstock, and 
Saint John-area (formerly Hampton) Worship 
Groups attended, with John Calder as Clerk and 
Jim McLaughlin-butler as Recording Clerk. 
 
The Meeting discussed Friends Peace Team in 
the African Great Lakes District Initiative 
(AGLI), in which John McKendy will be 
participating.  He will email tax exemption 
information for US citizens. 
 
John also shared information and literature on 
two other projects: New Brunswick Front for 
Social Justice; and "Turning the Tide," a British 
Friends project for training in being effective 
agents for change using nonviolence, which 
John will use in working with a local student 
group. 
 
Jim Butler will fill out the NBMM statistical 
report; and Edith Miller, NBMM State-of-Society 
report, to CYM office. 
 
NBMM approves Jim Butler for Ecumenical 
Committee, and named Harry Roper for an 
extension on Epistle Review Summary 
Committee. 
 
John Calder spoke on World Council of 
Churches Paper on Government Response to 
Genocide.  This document will be reviewed at 
Atlantic Friends Gathering in May.  John 
commended a reflection on this topic by Ursula 
Franklin, which can be found on 
www.quaker.ca. 
 
The Meeting was reminded that responses to 
the Interim Report of Consultation and Renewal 
Working Group (CnR) was due in early March. 
 
Marilyn Roper announced an end-the-war rally, 
"From Every Village Green," all over Maine on 
March 17, urging one and all to "Swell the 
Crowds."  Organizers were the Peace & Justice 
Center of Eastern Maine.  In the Houlton rally it 
was planned to hold one minute of silence for 
each war year in Iraq.  [Ed. note: In the 
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Belfast, Maine, rally, in which Edith Miller's 
sister Lucy participated, each participant read 
out the name of an American or of an Iraqi who 
was killed.] 
 
Jim Butler reported that at the "Center for 
Courage and Renewal," a workshop given by 
Caryl Hurtig Casbon (Quaker from Portland, 
Oregon) at the national convention of the 
Canadian Association for Pastoral Practice and 
Education was well received.  The Centre 
offers retreats for fostering personal and 
professional renewal through a process based 
on Parker Palmer's (Quaker) book, A Hidden 
Wholeness.  Caryl also shared information on 
"The Anamcara Project," which offers a 2-year 
apprenticeship training program for 
"compassionate companions" for the dying 
through its facilities, "Sacred Art of Living, 
Center for Spiritual Living" in Bend, Oregon.  
Anamcara is Gaelic for "soul friend."  
Information can be found at 
www.sacredartofliving.org.   
 

Restored Worship Group 
 
Doris Calder reports: "The former Hampton 
Worship Group of NBMM which had been laid 
down has assumed new life. A nucleus of five or 
six (all members) will now be meeting regularly 
every second Wednesday evening, in closer 
geographic proximity to Saint John.  We do not 
yet have an official name. Our group gathers to 
share a potluck meal, followed by meeting for 
worship. We anticipate having new people join 
us. Individual members of this group have been 
and continue to be actively involved in the life 
of NBMM, CYM committees, AFG, etc. We try to 
live in mindfulness of Friends' testimonies, and 
to answer "That of God" in everyone, aware of 
the transformative power of the Spirit in our 
lives." 
 

Fredericton Worship Group 
After Meeting for Worship on April 1, some of 
the group met for a special meeting to go over 
some items of interest. 
 
Michael Miller reported that, at the meeting of 
the Consultation & Renewal Working Group that 
he attended in Toronto, they discussed the 
feedback on the Interim Report.  Marilyn 
Manzer will write up the final report to present 
to CYM in August.    

 - The group decided to participate as a group 
in the Fredericton Peace Coalition, which 
focuses on local university and military 
questions.  On the 4th anniversary of the 
invasion of Iraq, Jeff Brown spoke at City Hall 
on March 17.  Jeff will be the contact person 
for the Peace Coalition. 

 - John McKendy spoke about ATLANTICA, the 
proposed cross-border entity spanning an area 
from Newfoundland to upstate New York.  
Proponents of Atlantica aim to convince 
Atlantic Canadians that the road to economic 
prosperity lies in the region's becoming a 
conduit for Asian goods destined for the 
American heartland and in accelerating energy 
exports to the northeastern US. 

   Proponents hope to expand the Halifax Port 
and probably Saint John Port, to handle 
gigantic  ships (in spite of the port on the BC 
coast and expansion of the Panama Canal  by 
2015) and building a 6-8-lane highway from 
Halifax to the US border to accommodate huge 
truck trains. 

Other problems include:    

 - Accelerating energy exports to the USA by 
focusing on dirty fossil fuel burning methods for 
electricity generation, exporting natural gas to 
the US as fast as possible and exporting refined 
petroleum to the US with little regard for 
Atlantic Canada's own energy security.  

- Aggressively driving down the rate of 
unionization in the work place, eliminating 
minimum wage legislation, drastically shrinking 
the public service and cutting off federal 
transfer payments. For information, see: 
www.stopatlantica.org, or  
policyalternatives.ca 

 - John also reported on the recent postcard 
Poverty-Reduction Campaign by the Common 
Front for Social Justice to demand: an increase 
in the minimum wage, a raise in social 
assistance rates, and that pressure be put on 
the NB government to improve employment 
insurance. 

- John McKendy brought a copy of 

Conscience Canada's Peace Tax Return, with 
information on how to send one's income tax 
portion that would be spent on the military 
(7.9%) to Conscience Canada. 

Email: consciencecanada@shaw.ca 


