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If we treated everyone we meet with the 
same affection we bestow upon our 
favourite cat, they, too, would purr. 

Cat Talk - A Book of Quotations 

 

Corrections 
 
In March-April issue:   
Under “Atlantic Communications 
Committee”:  
 
In 2nd paragraph, Lynda Stroud/Jason 
Hofman mail the Newsletter only to HMM 
Friends not on email, not to other Atlantic 
Friends. 
 
In 3rd paragraph, updating of mailing or 
Directory of HMM Friends only are to be 
sent to Atze Douma.  
 
On p. 8 online or p. 9 paper copy, instead 
of “Representative Committee:  Mel Earley 
reported…….” Please substitute 
“Representative Meeting of CYM: Ruth Main 
reported…..” 

 

Notices 
 
I have 3 books for sale, in fresh condition, 
as they all are duplicates:  a new copy of 
the classic Book of the Hopi, by Frank 
Waters,   which   I   bought   on   the   Hopi  
 

 
reservation in Arizona where Michael & I 
stayed in March.  I didn’t realize I already  
had a copy.  It is still the 1977 edition, 
even though my old copy is also 1977; it’s 
just a new printing with new artwork on 
the cover.  I will sell it for only $10.00. 
The second book is Returning to the 
Teachings: Exploring Aboriginal Justice, 
by Rupert Ross, 1996, for $7.00. 
The third book is Songs for the People: 
Teachings on the Natural Way, Poems and 
Essays of Arthur Solomon: A Nishnawbe 
Spiritual Teacher, 1990, for $7.00. 
I could send them to you or bring them to 
AFG for you.  Edith Miller. 

 
Personals 
 
Harry Roper writes, “Please let Friends 
know that I appreciated their card very 
much. The medications for Myasthenia 
Gravis (doesn’t that sound awful?) are 
steadily taking effect, and I am now able to 
do most things pretty well, and looking 
forward to springtime and outdoor 
activities that do not include snow 
shoveling.” 
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Annual Atlantic Friends Gathering  - Camp Ta-Wa-Si 

(United Church of Canada) located near Port Elgin, NB  

on the shores of the Northumberland Strait 

Friday, May 16-Monday May 19, 2008 

Atlantic Friends Gathering is an annual event linking members and attenders of the Religious 
Society of Friends (Quakers) from across Atlantic Canada. 

Friday Evening - Monday Noon - see more information at http://atlantic.quaker.ca/afg Come and 
join new and old Friends for the rejuvenation of spirits and friendships at our annual Atlantic 
Friends Gathering. 

Register online or Contact: Mel Earley email melearley@gmail.com or call him at 902-455-
6222 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Theme: “What is our relationship to Christianity?”  

"What is your relationship to Christianity?"  is a question that is sometimes asked of those 
seeking membership in the Society of Friends.  

We all know founder George Fox was Christian, but there are many Quakers who clearly do not 
identify as Christian, and indeed, many who find Christianity most emphatically does not speak 
to their condition.  Others find some aspects of Christianity troubling, but are able to accept the 
concept of belonging to a Christian based organization, focusing on the social justice aspects of 
the Christian path, and there are those who base their spiritual foundation on Christ and his 
message very comfortably. 

How do we build bridges amongst these widely divergent beliefs? Do we want to risk trying to 
build bridges, or prefer to stay on our chosen path, fearing the intensity of emotions and conflicts 
that this topic brings up? The C'n'R report recommends that we consider working on opening up 
this discussion; holding it to the light.  At this AFG we invite you to consider your views, listen 
to others, and walk the paths that could lead to a deeper understanding of what your and our 
relationship to Christianity is. John Calder will be holding a Worship-sharing Meeting to start us 
on our journey.  

As with previous AFG's there are no compulsory activities.  The healing atmosphere of being in 
a welcome nature retreat offers an opportunity to open ourselves up to whatever we feel so led to 
make this May weekend  - one of renewal for our individual (spirit ) as well as group spirit. 

This is a weekend for fun and enjoyment for individuals of all ages. A children's program will 
also feature plenty of scope for intergenerational activity. 

Register online or by phone – and pay when you arrive.  
$65 - Adults , for the week-end -- 2 or 3 overnights, full program , and all meals  
$45 - one overnight , two days of program and two days of meals  
$30 - one overnight, one day program , and 3 meals  
$20 - Day only , program and 2 meals  
--Teenagers  half price  
--Children under 12 Free!  
--Save $5 off the weekend rate if you register in advance  
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Anyone who cannot afford these fees may pay less or nothing. Anyone who can pay more is 
asked to donate towards costs for those who cannot. Check with you local Meeting re travel 
subsidies.  
 
Meals: Potluck. Please bring anything and everything, with the idea of ease of preparation. 
Cooked in advance is very helpful. Casseroles would be nice! We will buy fresh milk, butter, tea, 
coffee, etc. 
Kitchen is fully equipped. No need to bring dishes or cutlery. We will all take turns helping in 
kitchen during the weekend. Mention any food-related needs when registering 
 
Children: Children's program will be designed for the range of ages we expect to attend. This 
makes it very important that you register well in advance if you are bringing children with you. 
Children are encouraged to send us ideas for what they would like to see at AFG. As always we 
are looking for assistance with the children's program. If you feel led to help, please email Linda 
Foy or call her at 506-538-7863. 
 
Accommodations: Accommodations at the camp are rustic with camping available in unheated 
but insulated cabins, buildings and the ‘Johnston Farmhouse’. Remember to bring sleeping bags 
and blankets. There are a limited number of portable heaters available There are wheelchair-
accessible sleeping accommodations with shower/toilets. There are three separate buildings that 
have beds and a toilet/shower in them. There are also several roomy cabins with bunks but no 
toilets. There is a common large shower/toilet facility for the bunkhouse people. The 
accommodations are plentiful, clean, with mattresses, buildings insulated, with new vinyl 
windows, and electric lights. Even the regular cabins with bunks are well insulated, clean, and 
have clean mattresses. 
See the camp's web site at www.campta-wa-si.ca . 
 

Off-site Accommodation:  

Indian Point Motel in Port Elgin, overlooking the Northumberland Strait. phone number is (506) 
538-7586. $65/night for a single or double. For detailed rates see http://indian-point.nb.ca   
 
Brigg's Homestead is a B & B near Murray Corner. Four star. All rooms have a private bath. 
Cost approx $65 to $85.pp  Full breakfast included. Phone (506) 538-2313. 
http://www.briggshomestead.com   
Also there are a limited number of other housing options available to Friends (e.g. billeting with 
local Friends). Please email Mel Earley or call him at 902-455-6222 for more information. 
 
Program:  A tentative schedule is as follows: 
 
Friday 

7:30-9:00 Welcoming and Soup  
Night Owls : music , singing , chatting  
 
Saturday 

Early Birds : walk , worship, or as the spirit moves  
7:30-8:30 Breakfast  
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9:00-9:30 Opening Worship and orientation  
9:30-10:30 Introductions and Description Themes  
10:30 -10:40 Stretch Break  
10:40-12:00 Theme related groups and/or worship sharing 
12:00-1:00 Lunch  
1:00-1:30 Free time  
1:30 - 2:30 Meeting for Readings 
2:30-4:00 Theme related groups 
4:00-5:00 Free time – Games , Outdoor activities , fun, etc  
5:30-6:30 Supper  
7:00-9:00 Intergenerational activity 
Night Owls : music , singing , chatting  
 
Sunday 

Early Birds : walk , worship, or as the spirit moves  
7:30-8:30 Breakfast  
9:00-10:00 Sharing about Saturday’s groups. Gives insight into other groups you may want to 
join in the afternoon. Sharing of other concerns. 
10:30-11:30 Meeting for Worship  
12:00-1:00 Lunch  
1:30-3:00 Theme related groups  
3:00-5:00 Free time: Outdoor activity; bird watching, botanizing, beachcombing, guided 
meditation, play, etc and/or Family Night preparation  
5:30-6:30 Supper  
7:00-9:00 Family Night - Intergenerational experience  
Night Owls: music, singing, chatting  
 

Monday 

7:30-8:30 Breakfast  
9:00-9:15 Gathering evaluation  
9:30-10:00 Meeting for Worship  
10:00-on - Group clean up  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Recreation: There's a large field area covered with short grass that would not hide dog doo very 
well. This field area would be an ideal place to fly kites, play soccer, ball, etc. There's a gorgeous 
little white spruce wood that has trails fanning out in all directions, would be great for hide-and-
seek, nature walks etc. Impossible to get lost because it's at the tip of Johnston Point, surrounded 
by Northumberland Strait on one side, and the large field on the other. In another spot within the 
woods there's a campfire pit with benches arranged in a circle, and at the end of the point there's 
a place to sit in a semicircle and watch the sun come up. It's a paved road right to the site, and it's 
quite easy to find.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
List of what to bring:  
Readings: We are asking people to consider bringing a short reading to AFG that reflects a 
deeply held belief or concern of yours. We hope to create multiple opportunities for people to get 
together in worship-sharing or discussions about the readings and ideas that Friends bring.  
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Toiletries: soap, towels, shampoo, toothbrush, toothpaste, etc. 
 
Sleeping stuff: Sleeping bag, blankets, pillow. Remember it can get really cold at night, and you 
have to bring all of the items necessary to keep yourself warm. Mattresses are provided in the 
cabins. 
 
Food: Food will be potluck. So please bring food items. Casseroles would be helpful. Also, as 
you gather your food together ensure that simplicity of preparation is a consideration. The 
committee will provide staples such as milk, butter, tea, coffee, etc. We will need to bring the 
rest.  
 
Clothing: Remember that while during the daytime it can be quite warm, the evenings are still 
brisk. So a range of clothing options may be needed, from t-shirts to mittens/sweaters. Rubber 
boots and raingear may also help you.  
 
Other Misc: Fly repellent, sunscreen, flashlight, batteries, binoculars, musical instruments, 
canoe, kayaks, and swimming suits for the extremely brave. Your ability to have fun, humor! 
 
Scent Free: Please do your utmost to make this a Scent Free event. Avoid wearing or bringing 
scented products -- such as soaps shampoos, lotions, creams or gels – as well as other personal 
care products and scents and perfumes. Use Scent Free laundry soap and softeners. The camp is 
also a Smoke-Free and Alcohol-Free zone. 
 
Pets: If you need to bring a pet please talk with Mel Earley, the registration Friend, first. Our 
aim is to ensure the interests of all creatures are respected without conflict. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
How to get there: Directions to Camp TaWaSi 
 
From the Moncton area, travel along the Shediac Road (#15) until passing through the 
community of Shemogue. Then look for the left-hand turnoff to Murray Corner #955. After 
taking the turn-off and traveling 3 kms there is an intersection. Turn left onto the paved Johnston 
Point road. Travel along this road until it ends and Camp TaWaSi will be on the right. 
 
From Sackville and Nova Scotia, take the PEI exit at Aulac and travel along Highway #16 until 
you reach the rotary outside Port Elgin. Take the Highway #15 direction toward Shediac. Travel 
along until you reach the Murray Corner turn-off and turn right onto highway #955. After taking 
the turn-off and traveling 3 kms there is an intersection. Turn left onto the paved Johnston Point 
road. Travel along this road until it ends and Camp TaWaSi will be on the right. 
 
From PEI, proceed from the Confederation Bridge until the rotary, then take the Highway #15 
direction toward Shediac. Travel along until you reach the Murray Corner turn-off and turn right 
onto highway #955. After taking the turn-off and traveling 3 km there is an intersection. Turn left 
onto the paved Johnston Point road. Travel along this road until it ends and Camp TaWaSi will 
be on the right. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Registration: Please try to let us know if you are coming. It makes the organizers' work much 
simpler This is particularly important if you are bringing children, as we need to know what ages 
to plan for, and what materials to prepare. Click here to register online. Alternatively, a phone 
call, an email or just plain old snail mail will be sufficient. We need to know names, ages of 
children, preferred type of accommodation, # of nights you plan to be there, and we might be 
able to help connect rides together for car-pooling, although check within your own Meeting 
first. Please email Mel Earley  melearley@gmail.com or call him at 902-455-6222 or write to 
2770 William Hunt Ave., Halifax NS  B3L 3V1  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

News on Thailand 
Vince Zelazny sends this news from the 
most recent CFSC e-newsletter. The Thai 
Medicine Project was a CFSC project that 
NBMM sponsored for about 10 years, and 
Rosana Tositrakul visited us in New 
Brunswick once. “I remember she didn't 
want to sit on the sofa in our living room 
because she felt it was too extravagant! So 
she sat cross legged on the floor.”: 

Former CFSC partner elected to Thai 
Senate:   Former CFSC board member (and 
staff member) Alleson Kase emailed us 
from Thailand with news that Rosana 
Tositrakul, secretary-general of the Thai 
Holistic Health Foundation (a former CFSC 
project), had been elected to the Senate of 
Thailand. As quoted in a clipping from the 
Bangkok Post, sent by Alleson, "Through 
the years the be-spectacled woman… has 
branched out from campaigning for the use 
of herbs for self-reliance, to organic food, 
Buddhist-based peaceful resistance to 
injustice and rallying against corruption." 
Rosana is quoted, "When we decide to 
fight, we never worry about winning or 
losing. See if it's the right thing to do. If 
it's right and just, go for it and give it 
everything you have." 

Alleson (of Halifax Meeting) is up to her 
own devices in Thailand.  She and Ellen 
Agger have a new business, TAMMACHAT 
Natural Textiles, which brings 
handcrafted, naturally dyed, fairly traded 
textiles from Southeast Asian artisans to 
Canada. Visit their web site 
(www.tammachat.com) to learn more 
(there is a travel blog linked to the site, 
too, to follow their travels and meetings 
with craftspeople in the region).  

 

If you work for peace 
... stop paying for war. 
By Linda Foy, in “Voices of Faith” column, 
Sackville Tribune-Post 

Ursula Franklin, a world-renowned 
authority on matters of peace, technology, 
justice and women’s issues as well as a 
Professor Emerita of the University of 
Toronto said: 

It is crucial to recognize that war and war 
measures are fundamentally dysfunctional 
instruments of problem-solving. Violence 
begets more violence, wars beget further 
wars, more enemies, and more suffering. 
The practical evidence should be clear to 
all, including those who have no moral 
objection to war. War does not work, not 
even for the warriors. Indeed the very 
presence of the option of war prevents the 
development and use of other images or 
conceptual models of response to social 
disasters. 

Many of us who hope and pray for peace 
find ourselves wondering just what we can 
do to promote this way of life. Writing 
letters to our politicians and taking to the 
streets are important means of expressing 
our desire for peace. Another step is to 
become a conscientious tax objector. 
Former US Secretary of State General 
Alexander Haig was quoted as saying, while 
observing a large anti-war demonstration, 
"Let them march all they want as long as 
they continue to pay their taxes." 

Last year 8.4% of our federal taxes went to 
the military, with only a small amount of 
that allocated for peace-keeping purposes. 
The organization Conscience Canada was 
formed in 1978 to provide a way for 
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Canadians to put this portion of their 
federal tax in a trust fund until such time 
as legislation allows us to do divert it 
through Revenue Canada. Conscience 
Canada also works to increase awareness of 
the connection between taxes and war, to 
support creative nonviolent conflict 
prevention and resolution, and to promote 
changes to legislation. 

Conscientious tax objectors do not want to 
avoid paying taxes. However, they want 
their money to contribute to the common 
good and to meet human needs rather than 
seeing these funds used for war and 
destruction. 

Currently, if you divert 8.4% of your federal 
tax to Conscience Canada to be held in 
trust, Revenue Canada will write to ask you 
for that money. Each time they’ve 
contacted me, I’ve written back to explain 
my actions. After going back and forth 
several times, Revenue Canada finds a way 
to collect the funds - either by taking it off 
a GST rebate or by some other means. 
Despite this seeming failure, my conscience 
and my spiritual beliefs lead me to 
continue to make the effort. If nothing 
else, this gesture does serve to get the 
Government’s attention. If thousands of 
people did this, it would get the 
Government’s attention in a big way. 

Conscience Canada has developed a 
document to be included with your regular 
tax return. There’s a section you can fill in 
which notes that you’ve redirected a 
portion of your federal tax. If you’re unable 
or unwilling to do this, you can complete a 
different section to show that you believe 
non-militarized peace-building initiatives 
are more effective, less costly, and morally 
preferable. This form can be downloaded 
from Conscience Canada’s website at 
www.consciencecanada.ca. 

The website also addresses a number of 
important questions such as: Is there any 
precedent for this proposal? If Conscience 
Canada objects to a specific use of 
government funds on conscientious 
grounds, why can’t others do the same for 
many other issues? Peace is a good ideal, 
but how would we stop the Hitlers of this 
world without war? What will be the legal 
consequences if I redirect the military 

portion of my taxes? And, what happens to 
the money deposited in the Peace Tax 
Trust Fund? 

We know that the current weapons used in 
war have resulted in the slaughter of a very 
large number of people and other life 
forms, and have caused significant 
environmental degradation. We know we 
are also playing with the possibility of 
“mutually assured destruction.” We have 
been willing to take enormous risks by 
relying on violent means to address 
conflict. Why then are we unwilling to take 
risks with nonviolent strategies? The tax 
season is upon us. Please consider what 
your money is being used for.   

CANADIAN YEARLY 

MEETING Ad Hoc 

Committee on War 

Tax Concerns 
Dear Friends:   

We are writing to urge you to circulate this 
letter and attachments immediately to the 
widest possible audience. Please make sure 
that everyone in your meeting or worship 
group receives this information and call to 
action. But don’t stop there! Forward it 
also to appropriate contacts in the wider 
community. 

Why? Conscience Canada puts it so well: 
“Chances are you and I will never be 
conscripted to fight in a war. However, as 
taxpayers we are required to make a 
financial contribution to war with our 
taxes. Edith Adamson, [Quaker] founder of 
Conscience Canada, once remarked that "it 
only took twelve men to drop the bomb 
over Hiroshima, but it took millions, 
perhaps billions, of taxpayers' dollars  to 
develop that bomb." As Canada continues 
its war in Afghanistan conscientious 
objection to military taxation is one 
tangible way to promote peace.” 

Therefore, the CYM Ad Hoc Committee on 
War Tax Concerns urges all Friends and 
friends to support the Conscience Canada 
campaign for legislation to make military 
tax resistance legal and accessible to all. 
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To this end, Conscience Canada has 
developed a Peace Tax Return form with 
easy-to-follow instructions that offer you 
three choices for action (see English and 
French .pdf files below). 

THE SIMPLEST CHOICE (Part A of the Peace 
Tax Return): Sign the Declaration in 
support of the Conscientious Objector 
legislation currently before Parliament. 
There is no financial involvement in this 
action. Just sign the Declaration and 
include it with your paper income tax 
return. Best of all, write a letter of 
witness also, stating your convictions on 
the issue (see below for circulation list). If 
you file electronically, find out from your 
local tax office where you should send 
something to be added to your file. 

If we had a thousand people sending in this 
Part A Declaration, it would enormously 
increase the visibility of the bill. How many 
witnesses can your group produce? 

THE FINANCIAL CHOICES (two options, 
both under Part B of the Peace Tax 
Return): 

(a) divert all of the military portion of 
your federal tax to the Peace Tax Trust 
Fund run by Conscience Canada. 

OR 

(b) divert a symbolic amount to the Peace 
Tax Trust Fund ($25 or whatever you can 
afford). 

Either of these witnesses will boost the 
credibility of the Part A Declaration. 
Experience indicates that the Canada 
Revenue Agency is unlikely to collect a 
small sum, say under $100. If you have 
already had all your taxes deducted, this 
symbolic donation will strengthen your 
statement of support. Don’t forget to 
include your letter of witness! 

The Peace Tax Return includes 
detailed instructions for any of these 
actions. But we invite you to contact any 
member of our committee or contact 
Conscience Canada if you want further 
information. 

In friendship, CYM Ad Hoc Committee on 
War Tax Concerns: 

  

 Don Woodside (Clerk), ON 
 woodside@mcmaster.ca 
 Daphne Davey, PEI ddavey@isn.net 
 Jerilynn Prior, BC 
 jerilynn_prior@telus.net 
 Murray Thomson, ON 
 mothom@sympatico.ca 

 Jo Vellacott, ON jo@vellacott.ca 
 Vince Zelazny, NB 
 vince.zelazny@gmail.com 
 
Circulation list for letters 
(correspondence to MPs can be addressed 
to the House of Commons, Ottawa, 
Ontario—no postage required) 
 
Principal addressee: 
Jim Flaherty, Minister of Finance 

Copies: 
Gordon O'Connor, Minister of Revenue 
Stephane Dion. Leader, Liberal Party 
Gilles Duceppe, Leader, Bloc Québécois 
Jack Layton, Leader, NDP 
Bill Siksay, MP (sponsor of current 
Conscientious Objector bill) 
Your local MP, Your local media, 
Conscience Canada and a copy attached to 
your income tax return 

Conscience Canada website 

www.consciencecanada.ca  

Monthly Meeting 
Reports 
 

New Brunswick MM 
 
March 16th Notes from Doris and John 
Calder:  “We [had] Meeting here at our 
place on Palm Sunday, March 16th. Out-of- 
town visitors were Paige and Charlie 
Kennedy who came on Saturday and stayed 
for Meeting and the potluck on Sunday. It 
was lovely to have them with us. St. 
Andrews Friends were not able to attend, 
unfortunately, or anyone from the 
Fredericton Worship Group. It was a good 
Meeting, and we had valuable worship 
sharing after the potluck, on the theme of 
diversity of religious language and our 
comfort (….or discomfort) with it. We will 
continue sharing on this theme at the 
upcoming AFG in May.” 


