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Atlantic Friends Gathering - May 15-18, 2009
“What Does God Mean To Me?”

Come and join new and old Friends for a rejuvenation of spirits and friendships at our annual
Atlantic Friends Gathering. Atlantic Friends Gathering is an annual event linking members and
attenders of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) from across Atlantic Canada.

Date: Victoria Day Weekend, Friday evening, May 15, 2009: through Monday, May 18 at Noon.
Location: Camp Geddie, right on the ocean in Merigomish, Nova Scotia. Take TCH 104 to exit
27 around New Glasgow. From there take Rte. 245 toward Merigomish, about 18 kms, to Geddie
Road sign.

This is always a fun weekend of: Fresh Air, Walks on the Beach or in the Woods, and with lots of
time to pause and be still and to join in discussions, games and activities. We will have Friends
who will lead us in discussions / meetings / worship sharing /special interest groups (SIGS) on a
diverse array of subjects that both inspire and concern us as Quakers.

The theme for this AFG, “What Does God Mean To Me?”suggests something to keep in mind for
the Meeting for Readings on Saturday afternoon, and for our various sessions.
Please refer to the details of the Gathering in last issue of the Newsletter.

To register, contact Mel Earley: 902-455-6222 or melearley@gmail.com, or online
www.atlantic.quaker.ca/afg.

Edith Miller, Editor
Format of Notices, Personals, Outreach, Monthly Meeting Minutes, Articles,
Comments.
Send material to: 448 Golf Club Rd., Fredericton, NB, E3B 5Z7; (506) 454-
5882;
memiller@rogers.com

Daphne Davey, Distribution
Send both postal and e-mail address changes to: PO Box 299, Cornwall, PEI,
C0A 1H0;
(902) 675-3501; fax (902) 675-2533
ddavey@eastlink.ca

Bruce Dienes, Webminder
Atlantic Friends website
www.atlantic.quaker.ca
webminder@atlantic.quaker.ca
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AFG Program –Tentative.

Friday
7:30-9:00 Welcoming and Soup
Night Owls: music, singing, chatting

Saturday
Early Birds: walk, worship, or as the spirit moves
7:30-8:30 Breakfast
9:00-9:30 Opening Worship and orientation
9:30-10:30 Introductions and Description Themes
10:30 -10:40 Stretch Break
10:40-12:00 Theme-related groups and/or worship sharing
12:00-1:00 Lunch
1:00-1:30 Free time
1:30 - 2:30 Meeting for Readings
2:30-4:00 Interest Groups/activities
4:00-5:00 Free time –Games, Outdoor activities, fun, etc
5:30-6:30 Supper
7:00-9:00 Intergenerational activity
Night Owls: music, singing, chatting

Sunday
Early Birds: walk, worship, or as the spirit moves
7:30-8:30 Breakfast
9:00-10:00 Sharing about Saturday’s groups. Gives insight into other groups you may want to join
in the afternoon. Sharing of other concerns.
10:30-11:30 Meeting for Worship
12:00-1:00 Lunch
1:30-3:00 Interest groups/activities
3:00-5:00 Free time: Outdoor activity; bird watching, botanizing, beachcombing, guided
meditation, play, etc and/or Family Night preparation
5:30-6:30 Supper
7:00-9:00 Family Night - Intergenerational experience
Night Owls: music, singing, chatting

Monday
7:30-8:30 Breakfast
9:00-9:15 Gathering evaluation
9:30-10:00 Meeting for Worship
10:00-on - Group clean up

Special Activity
DRUM CIRCLE: Nate Miller will lead a drum circle (or maybe more if desired). This may fit in
with a Sat. or Sun. evening get-together, or, some time during the day, outdoors if weather
permits. Nate will bring 2 or 3 drums such as the djembe and darbeke and a moon drum, but you
who have
a drum please bring it, to have enough for an ensemble.
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Our Friendly Family

New Member: Laureen von Lierop has been joyfully welcomed by Halifax Monthly
Meeting as a new member.

African Great Lakes Initiative volunteer: Jane Gordon, of Halifax Monthly Meeting,
was accepted by the AGLI to go to Rwanda from June 21 to July 27, 2009. She
continues teaching part time at Mount St. Vincent University and is also working on
fundraising.

New baby: Rachel, the daughter of Jane Gordon, in Oshawa, Ontario, has a new baby
born in January. Congratulations!

Teaching in Ghana: Sheehan Moore, of Fredericton WG, just returned after 3-1/2
months from teaching at Edura Primary School in Ghana, in a “Kids Worldwide”
program. We look forward to his giving us a slide presentation of his experience, which
he says he enjoyed.

Daphne Davey has just returned from a visit with Fundy Friends in St. Andrews, NB,
supported by a grant from HMAC and NBMM.

Halifax Monthly Meeting

December 7, 2008 Minutes of M4W4B, Atlantic School of Theology. Charles

Brown, Clerk; Christina Tellez, Recorder.

Musquodoboit Valley: Ruth Main sent a report that at Representative Meeting the
request for Monthly Meeting status from Musquodoboit Valley Worship Group is not
approved at this time, but being taken into consideration. Rep. Meeting appointed
Erika Koenig-Sheridan and Marilyn Manzer to contact the WG and HMM to arrange for
meetings with them to start a dialogue.

Ministry & Counsel wants to make our Meeting a baby-friendly meeting. A rocking chair
has been donated and a change table created.

Lockheed Companies: Sandra Finlay from western Canada visited HMM last spring,
requesting a letter from us to the Canadian government opposing Lockheed Companies’
being awarded the contract to collect, process, and store our census information. This
was done. Sandra requests a copy of the letter, since she did not fill out the census in
protest and is now being prosecuted along with 64 other people in her situation. She
wishes to give a copy of the letter and government reply to the judge. Our archivist
will find the letter to send.

African Great Lakes Initiative: Jane Gordon, a member of our Meeting from long ago,
has asked for a Clearness Committee with respect to going on a work camp with AGLI
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with AFSC (American Friends Service Committee) next summer. [This was John
McKendy’s project.] They do not accept applicants without such in-depth dialogue and
written report. Maida Follini, Betty Peterson, and Roger Davies were appointed and
will follow through.

Archives: Betty Peterson reported that the archives have been completed between
1964 and 2005. She reminds the Clerk, all committees, and others to submit all
correspondence, news articles, etc., from 2008 to her and she will complete the
archives— 2006, 2007, 2008— and send with minutes to the archives in Ontario. Since
the advent of email, she is alarmed at the reduced material saved and sent in for
permanent record.

Marriage registrar: Katie Avens has written a letter to the Meeting requesting that she
become a sojourning member to fulfill the requirement for proper procedure on
becoming our marriage registrar. Katie is requested to provide a minute from
Annapolis Valley MM as stated in Organization & Procedure.

John McKendy: Betty Peterson sent a letter of condolence to both Fredericton Worship
Group and New Brunswick Monthly Meeting about the shocking death of John McKendy.

Atze Douma: In closing worship we remembered with great sorrow our dear Atze
Douma, who passed away that very morning. We hold Corrie and the family in the
Light.

January 4, 2009 Minutes of M4W4B. Charles Brown, Clerk; Christina Tellez,

Recording Clerk.

Representative Meeting: Ruth Main presented a condensed version of November Rep.
Meeting. She is asked to send an email to Hfx. Friends with the agenda for the May
meeting, so that Friends may share any thoughts with Ruth. If individual Friends have
a concern for Rep. Meeting it should be brought to MM for consideration.

Communication: The important issue of communication with Friends without email will
be brought to next Meeting.

Finance Committee: Barry Thomas gave the Finance Committee report and proposed
the 2009 budget, which was approved.

End-of-Life plans. It was mentioned that many Friends have not filled out End-of-Life
plans. These should contain two alternates to the contact person listed, in case of
deaths in the Meeting.

Israel-Palestine issue: HMM has been asked by Canadians, Arabs, and Jews for a Just
Peace to co-sponsor with others the cross-Canada speaking tour of Jeff Halper of Israel
in January. He will address a public meeting on “Israel-Palestine: Towards Peace or
Apartheid.” This will be particularly relevant in light of the current Israeli assault on
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Gaza. CFSC is also a sponsor of the national tour. HMM agrees to co-sponsor and has
sent a contribution of $75.

Grace: Kenna Manos will facilitate a Worship Sharing on “Grace” after M4W.

Letter-writing continues once a month in support of Oxfam concerns and other, hosted
by Corrie Douma.

February 1, 2009 Minutes of M4W4B. Charles Brown, Clerk; Christina Tellez,

Recording Clerk.

AVMM and Katie Avens: We continue to look forward to receiving a letter from
Annapolis Valley WG on Katie Avens’s becoming a sojourning member of HMM

AVMM: We have received a letter from Erika Koenig-Sheridan and Marilyn Manzer, who,
with the support of members of CMM&C (Continuing Meeting of Ministry & Counsel)
John Calder and Lesley Read, will visit with Friends in the Musquodoboit group in the
morning and afternoon of March 14, and with Friends in HMM on March 15 after M4W.
Discussions will take place regarding the request to Rep. Meeting that Musquodoboit
Valley WG become a separate MM.

Chebucto Links: Jessica Tellez reported from Program Committee that Ministry &
Counsel invited Valerie Connors from Chebucto Links to give a program last month
about the services for Seniors offered by her organization. Friends are inevitably
getting a bit older (surprise!) and the Meeting was very well attended, finding Valerie
knowledgeable, charming, and welcoming in her approach to giving information. The
“Senior’s Guide” she brought with her is very helpful, with advice and telephone
numbers, and also the Vial of Life for emergency purposes. Ruth Main and M&C also
provided a variety of helpful pamphlets. Many thanks.

Peace and Social Concerns rep. Roger Davies reported that there have been some
recent deferments of the War Resisters’ deportations. “Voices in Wartime,” an award-
winning film, will have a public showing in mid-March for educators, students, and the
public, with the Halifax Peace Coalition as co-sponsors with HMM as a community
service. Hfx. Friends are encouraged to share with the committee any thoughts they
may have concerning the fighting in Gaza.

New Memberships: Laureen Van Lierop has applied for membership in HMM. A
membership committee of Sylvia Mangalam, Mel Earley, and Lee Webb will visit her.
Dick Cotterill of the Truro area has applied for HMM membership. A membership
committee of Betty Peterson and Charles Brown will visit him. Dick was one of the War
Resisters who stayed at Friends House (1972), coming over the border from the US in
the Vietnam War. Hopefully, he will write an article for Atlantic Friends Newsletter to
elaborate on this exciting story.
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Atze Douma: A beautiful Memorial Minute was composed by Sylvia Mangalam and
Donna Smyth for Atze Douma, born in Amsterdam, Netherlands, on November 11, 1925,
and died in Hfx. on December 7, 2008. The minute was approved with many thanks.

Sara avMaat: A letter was received from Sara avMaat, who spent two months in 2008
on the West Bank, Palestine. She is exploring the possibility of returning to join a team
for three months in January 2010, possibly with the Ecumenical Accompaniment
Project in Palestine of the World Council of Churches. She will keep in touch with
HMM, possibly to seek help with discernment.

March 22, 2009 Excerpts of Minutes. Charles Brown, Clerk; Christina Tellez,

Recording Clerk.

New member: Friends joyfully welcomed Laureen von Lierop as a new HMM member.

Dick Cotterill will journey with his HMM Membership Committee for several months
while we all become better acquainted through M4W and other.

Sara avMaat, of Antigonish Worship Group, is continuing a process of discernment
regarding her participation in the Ecumenical Accompaniment Program in Palestine and
Israel under auspices of the United Church. If accepted she will be going in the fall of
2010.

FWCC-AFG: HMM agreed in principle to co-sponsor the May 2010 meeting of Friends
World Committee on Consultation with Atlantic Friends Gathering. Two reps from each
Atlantic MM are asked to plan the event. An immediate task is to locate a suitable
accommodation with meals in upper Maine or New Brunswick. Ideas for program?

Representative Meeting: Ruth Main passed out the draft Agenda of the May
Representative Meeting to enable Friends to indicate any urgent concerns to be
brought up there, as recommended by Rep Meeting.

New Brunswick Monthly Meeting

April 19, 2009 Excerpts of Minutes, Brian Mulroney Hall at St. Thomas U.,
Fredericton. John Calder, Clerk; Edith Miller, acting Recording Clerk. Members of
Houlton-Woodstock, Saint John-area, and Fredericton Worship Groups attended.

Preceding Meeting for Worship, Fredericton Worship Group had a discussion on how we
may nurture our group since undergoing some sad events in the past year. There were
some revitalizing suggestions, such as finding activities for the youth in our Meeting
who are now teens, and finding a space where we can hold our weekly Meetings to
attract people who might hesitate to meet in someone’s home. Martha McClure,
Heather Marmura, and Erik Moore agreed to be a committee to seek a new venue.
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A card of care was presented by Houlton-Woodstock Worship Group to Fredericton
Worship Group during the ongoing mourning for John McKendy’s death.
A card of care for Reta and Doug Hatfield, of Houlton-Woodstock group, on Reta’s
terminal illness, was signed by those at the Meeting.

John McKendy memorial: It was reported that the Quaker memorial held for John in
February was important and a healing experience, and that we came together at the
right time. George Strunz donated the oil portrait he did of John to John’s family. A
second portrait George donated to the University. The final RCMP report is out and has
been given to the McKendy family. A fundraiser for a John McKendy Scholarship to St.
Thomas U. is planned for April 25 in an event called Primavera.
We appreciate the work of the next-step committee, which will meet again and report
back at our next Monthly Meeting. Ellen reported on the Committee of Care of Carol
and Laura, stating that Carol is concerned with privacy in the reporting. We will
continue to hold Carol and Laura in the Light and pray for healing.
See below for a letter to the Gleaner from Vince Zelazny.

On behalf of HMAC (Home Mission and Advancement Committee), Daphne Davey is
visiting St. Andrews Fundy Friends Worship Group, and asks for symbolic support of this
group. We will send her the bridge toll fee. We are grateful for her taking this on.

Nominating Committee for NBMM: Michael Miller and Harry Roper will report at next
Monthly Meeting on a new Clerk and Recording Clerk, to start after Yearly Meeting.
Nominating Committee for CYM: Martha reported from this meeting in Toronto. Names
going forward are: Ellen on HMAC Program Committee; Daphne as Statistical Secretary;
Martha on Nominating Com. and delegates at CYM Representative Com. Erik Moore will
not be on CFSC.
We ask Martha to be NBMM rep. at Representative Meeting in early May. We thank Jim
Butler for his service as rep.

Atlantic Friends Gathering, May 15-18: Linda Foy has recommended having a “go-to-
for-information” person at AFG on the Friday and Monday of the weekend.
Details on the AFG weekend are in the March-April Atlantic Friends Newsletter and a
brief reminder in the upcoming May-June issue.

Restorative Justice Award: Stephen Pidwysocky reported on the Ron Weib Restorative
Justice Award given by Correctional Services Canada. He suggested we recommend
that the award be awarded to John McKendy. Three supporting letters are required,
and it was suggested that NBMM be one supporter. Stephen and Dawne will draft a
letter and send to Carol for approval.

Keith Helmuth has been taking the book he co-authored Right Relationship: Building a
Whole Earth Economy on tour with workshops at St. Thomas U., Texas South-Central
YM, Washington DC, and in Ottawa will meet with Michael Ignatieff. Keith will also be
giving the Quaker Studies sessions at this-year’s CYM.

Next Monthly Meeting will be June 21, same place same time.
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Wanted: A new vision for the RCMP
Published Tuesday April 7th, 2009

By VINCENT ZELAZNY
For The Daily Gleaner

Our national police force is in crisis.

Do not cross: An RCMP police line hung across a street in Douglas while the RCMP’s Major
Crimes Unit worked in the background Oct. 31 outside the home of St. Thomas University
professor John McKendy. The popular sociology professor had been murdered in his home the
night before. The RCMP found the only suspect, McKendy’s son-in-law Nicholas Baker, dead by
his own hand the next day.

The RCMP admitted in last Thursday's news release to a poor response in the John
McKendy murder case.

This case has personal resonance for me: John was my good friend and mentor in the
Alternatives to Violence project. We spoke on the phone the night he died; John worried
that Nick Baker was back in Canada and would come to his house to act out the threats he
sent by e-mail.

Just a few hours later John was dead.

I don't blame police officers for what happened. Their job is very difficult and demanding.
However, I don't think police officers taking a few courses on family violence can be an
adequate RCMP response to what looks like a systemic problem.

Sociology professor Sylvia Hale of St. Thomas University said recently that the police
must "serve and protect," and not just "catch and prosecute."

These phrases convey two very different visions of policing and justice. The first is
proactive, preventing harm but helping victims when violence strikes.

The second focuses on crime, lawyers, courts, judges, prisons and punishment--all the big-
ticket items--with little attention paid to victims.

I am a Canadian of Polish descent and I traveled to Poland during the communist years to
visit my grandmother. One memory sticks with me of the Warsaw central train station in
1981, when three heavily armed and uniformed police officers in tight lockstep strode
hurriedly through the rush hour crowd.

I feared them and tried not to look too closely, because police under communism were
known for their brutal "efficiency."

Fast forward to the Vancouver airport and the late Robert Dziekanski's arrival in Canada in
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2007, where his death in police custody was captured on video for all to see.

Poles are wondering why in Canada, a free country that has been admired in Poland, we
have embraced "efficiency" in policing. I believe Dziekanski greatly feared the four
brawny police officers who briskly approached him wearing bulletproof vests and belts
heavy with the grimly efficient tools of RCMP policing: firearms, stun guns and pepper
spray.

These tragic Canadian stories are linked, because the authorities showed a lack of
emotional intelligence in both cases, and stumbled badly.

Why didn't they find a way to talk to Dziekanski in Vancouver? Why did RCMP in New
Brunswick choose to focus on Nick Baker's property crimes, while apparently ignoring his
volatility as revealed by e-mail threats against John and his family?

This wrong focus also led indirectly to Nick's death, and the tragedy that visited Nick's
family. Equally tragically, police are themselves the victims of such violence, sometimes
needlessly and avoidably.

There has been plenty of manipulation of voters by federal politicians in recent years under
the "tough on crime" banner. There are times for toughness, but the government will serve
us better by fostering a force that's smart, sensitive, communicative, connected, not
intimidating but assertive, not bureaucratic and non violent.

There are communities in Canada that have effective harm reduction and violence
prevention strategies. A national debate and a national conference are needed to hold these
examples up for Canadians to see and judge for themselves.

I am contacting my MP to recommend change to the national police force, beginning with
the institution of effective civilian oversight of police, followed by resignation or
retirement of senior RCMP staff.

We need a new vision of justice in Canada. Local officers taking a refresher course in
family violence won't hurt, but civilian oversight, government leadership and new
leadership within the police force for a new vision are more likely to bring about the robust
change I sense Canadians want.

Vincent Zelazny a volunteer with the Alternatives to Violence project and a member
of the board of the Canadian Friends Service Committee (the service arm of Quakers

in Canada). He lives in Fredericton. Send comments to

letters@dailygleaner.com.
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NOTICE

WANTED: A Friend to take over mailing distribution of this newsletter. Daphne has served in
this capacity for seven years and would like to relinquish this job. It is not onerous! But it
requires someone basically familiar with MS Word, a printer and email, and who has ready
access to a photocopier (at home or in the community) as we try to have a 24-hour or at most 48-
hour turn-around for mailing. Halifax MM covers all expenses through a petty cash fund.

The newsletter is published bimonthly and this position must be filled in the next few weeks, in
time for the new distribution person to take over for the July-August issue, that is, mid-June
when our editor will forward the copy to the distribution person.

Friends, this is a great opportunity for someone to serve without taking on a big task. Please
consider it.

For greater detail on what’s involved, please email Daphne at ddavey@eastlink.ca.


