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Editor’s Comments

News from various areas of the Atlantic Provinces is
missing! What are you doing, Annapolis Valley,
Newfoundland, South Shore, and other corners of
Atlantic Friends? What do you think about issuing five
issues a year instead of six? The most important months
to target would be April, to prepare for May Atlantic
Friends Gathering; August, to prepare for Meeting for
Common Concerns (sometimes we have it in Sept.,
sometimes in Oct.); and December, in case there are
New Year announcements. This is only three; we could
have one in Feb., one in Oct. What do you advise?
(EHM)

Friendly Family

News From New Brunswick Friends

Martha McClure and Vince Zelazny report news from
Vivien Zelazny and Matt Dinan: on April 22, 2010 Joanna
Zelazny Dinan arrived this morning in Waco, Texas, 7 lb
12 oz! Mom, dad and baby doing well!
Congratulations also to grandparents Martha and Vince!

Edith Miller won 2nd prize for her poem, in 8 parts,
“Crow Impressions,” in Writer’s Federation of New
Brunswick 2010 literary competition, poetry category.
Awards dinner will be May 15 at St. Thomas University.

Larry and Lee Ann Lack, of the Fundy Friends (St.
Andrews) Worship Group will be in Honduras until April
22. They write: “We just arrived last night in
Tegucigalpa, Honduras, where we'll be for the next
couple of weeks attempting to assist a human rights
group here that’s working to support and protect family
members of ‘disappeared’ people. Very best from both
of us to you and others there, Larry and Lee Ann in
Honduras.”

On March 31 Julie Kronenberger from Fundy Friends sent
this letter that Larry and Lee Ann had written from
Honduras to friends (excerpted):

This is our 3rd night in Tegucigalpa, in a nice house with
lots of greenery high on a hill that overlooks the whole
city. We're an easy walk here from the heart of
downtown. It's a great temperature, except a bit too hot
in the middle of the day, but as with most of the bigger
cities ("Teguz", as they call it, is over a million), the air
isn't very clear or healthy except in the early morning.
And this is the dry season, so there's generally little or
no rain to clear things out. There are many more hills
here than in San Francisco, and many of them, including
the one we're perched on, are steeper than those in San
Fran. (Most of Honduras, in fact, seems to be an
unending ‘sea’ of mountains.)

Our hostess, whose hospitality was arranged via the
Quixote Center in Maryland, is an agronomist and
organic coffee promoter named Alba. She left for the
second largest city in the country, San Pedro Sula, early
this morning, leaving us the whole house to ourselves
for the weekend. It's a beautiful, comfortable and
secure place in one of the oldest parts of the city, with
cobblestone streets and a nice city park just a block
away.

We had a great week in Guatemala visiting lots of
friends, mostly Guatemalan but a few Americans,
mostly in San Juan la Laguna, the village where Liana
[Lee Ann] helped start and organize the weaving
project. As we think we've told you, she helped them by
designing clothes made from their woven work, helping
market these, and helping raise initial funds for the
project. The project is still going, doing at least fairly
well. Many of the people we worked with are now aging,
and the little kids we knew are all grown up, with some
of them working on other grassroots development
projects.

Liana is a very popular person in San Juan, and, mostly
by association with her, so am I. So we had tons of
people to visit and lots coming to visit us where we
stayed. The town is very beautiful, situated at the west
end of the lake (Atitlan) that Huxley and others have
called the most beautiful lake on earth, with three
towering volcanoes reflecting on its surface.
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There have been many changes in the village since we
were last there. There are now several weaving and
other coop textile projects there, a coffee growing and
processing coop, a medical clinic with nurses, health
promoters and regular visits from Guatemalan and
foreign doctors, several groups working with natural
dyes and lots of other good things going on that have
bettered people's lives.

A progressive mayor has built a great market building,
some parks, a soccer field, and now a large stadium is
under construction. The mayor is popular, though
several people we talked with are wondering where all
the funding for these projects comes from.

We're getting oriented to what we´ll be doing for the
human rights group we're here to try to assist, and,
based on a couple of long conversations with Francisco,
a Spaniard who works with the group and has lived in
Central America for 30 years, we're going to put
together a draft report for the UN on the deteriorated
situation of freedom of expression here since the coup
in June. This situation, specifically in Honduras, will be
one of the major subjects to be discussed at a UN
conference on freedom of expression in Geneva this fall,
and this report we'll work on could prove to be a useful
point of reference there. We have several good sources
of info to draw on, a few in English, mostly in Spanish,
that document the difficult human rights situation here
since the coup, and include info about how the post-
coup repression has hurt journalists, independent
media, etc.

Five journalists associated with the resistance to the
current government (which consolidated its power
through a very questionable fall election) have been
killed so far this year, including two just in the last 24
hours. Teachers associated with the resistance have
been even more frequently targeted--one was shot here
the day we arrived, in his school in front of lots of
students whose recreation break he was supervising.

Altogether there have been somewhere around 50
political killings since the coup, and many attempted
killings, many death threats and beatings. Over 1000
people, including our hostess, Alba, were arrested
without charges or with made up charges, in the days
immediately after the coup and held incommunicado for
varying periods. Quite a few of these people were
tortured, sexually violated and intimidated in other
ways. Not a very good situation.

Despite all this, there is a very active resistance to the
nasty government that's done all this. There was just a
large demonstration yesterday, with over 1000 people
protesting the bad human rights situation at the
national university, where everyone from janitors to
students and nearly all the profs have been on strike for
several weeks. There were some arrests, but at least no
violence (or tear gas) this time, as there have been at

many of the other protests and demonstrations that
have happened since the coup.

There are some very brave people in this country,
standing up to a government that has done all this awful
stuff--a government for which the governments of both
Canada and the U.S. have announced their wholehearted
support. Both North American governments say the
current administration here has brought peace and
tranquility, something that's patently false. And neither
Canada nor the U.S. seems at all concerned that this
government was basically inaugurated by means of a
coup d'etat, a method of changing governments that
both the U.S. and Canada supposedly oppose
unreservedly, supposedly as a fundamental matter of
policy. Oh, well. Governments will be governments, I
guess. It all really comes down to who controls them and
whose bidding they do, eh?

What we'll do with this writing project is to summarize
some of the info from the human rights reports the
group we're helping has published, along with additional
info from a UN report and an Amnesty Int'l. report on
the situation here, focusing mostly on the impacts on
journalists and the media, and synthesize this rough
info into a better organized overview, including info on
some of the specific cases involving journalists and
media that have been affected.

The office of the group we're working for is just a 15-
minute walk below our house, near the city center. But
we won't have to go there to work--Alba's home here is
also her office, the Honduran office of the Specialty
Coffee Association of America, and she and her staff are
letting us use a computer, phones and other facilities
here. This is great, because it's really a lovely, relaxed
setting.

We expect to work on this report, a related one, and
perhaps one or two other things for the next 12 days or
so, consulting with Francisco and his colleagues as
necessary, with the possibility of taking one or more day
trips to places outside the city with some folks we've
met here.

One place we hope to go is La Tigra National Park, which
is the source of a lot of the city's now very scarce
drinking water. The park is only about seven miles from
here, and is one of the few places where the forests
haven't been overcut for decades. The greedy
overcutting has gravely affected the country´s water
situation, so that during this part of the year the city
water's only on for two days a week. Like some of the
other better-off householders, Alba has two cisterns
that can extend this so we'll probably have water for as
much as four days a week. The cisterns, however, must
be filled with expensive purchased water brought in
tank trucks that somehow make it up these insanely
precipitous, narrow streets.

Anyway, La Tigra Park is supposed to have numerous
great walking trails where city people can get country
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air and beauty, and like much of Honduras, it has
scores, actually hundreds, of species of birds, plus lots
of small mammals and amphibians in abundance, and it's
a safe place to hike, at least in groups of four or five or
more. It'll be nice to have that and maybe other breaks,
since the city is a teeming, noisy place, a bit oppressive
and not very safe--in fact, everyone tells us it's
generally a bad idea to walk around on the city streets
here at all at night.

We probably will stay here through holy week, since
things pretty much shut down for that week in this
country as in most of Latin America--very hard to find
space on buses or places to stay. After that's over,
maybe around April 8th, if we feel as though we've done
a fair amount of work here for the human rights group,
we hope to spend about a week relaxing either at Tela,
on Honduras' Caribbean coast, or at a Pacific beach in El
Salvador that we've heard is nice.

Tela has several really large and diverse national parks,
and the second largest botanical garden in the world,
originally established by United Fruit to improve its
banana varieties and experiment with other fruits it
hoped to market. Much of the culture there along that
north coast is Garifuna, with Afro Caribbean villages
whose substantial populations fish and hunt for the
majority of their sustenance, speak African-derived
Garifuna languages (as well as Spanish) and eat their
traditional diet of fish, game, and home-grown veggies.
They do host some tourists in their villages and also in
parts of Tela and other larger towns.

The adjacent part of Guatemala, where we've been in
the past, as well as all of Belize, have this culture too--
much more akin to Jamaica than it is to most of Latin
America, but here in Honduras, from what we hear, it's
much more traditional.

So far, both of us are doing well health-wise, re-
charging some of our Spanish language brain cells, and
enjoying the great food and wonderful, friendly people.
Hasta luego, Lorenzo (y Liana) [i.e. Larry and Lee Ann]

News from Halifax Friends
Sent in by Maida Follini

Katie Aven has received her license to certify marriages
from the Province of Nova Scotia.

New Member: Dick Cotterill was welcomed into
membership in Halifax Monthly Meeting. [see article
below]

On Saturday, January 16th, eighteen people attended a
Visioning Workshop organized by Ministry and Counsel.
Chris Richards served as facilitator, as Friends shared
ideas of how to make our Meeting a vibrant spiritual
community.

Nine Friends met on January 23 to review the final draft
of Canadian Yearly Meeting’s Faith and Practice.

Fourteen Friends participated in a Threshing Session
facilitated by Kunyi Mangalam on March 28 regarding
Funds held by Halifax Monthly Meeting. The outcome
was that a committee of Dick Cotterill and Nora Kerr,
assisted by Archivist Betty Peterson, will review the
status records of these funds and make a
recommendation to the Meeting.

Jane Gordon, a member of our Meeting who volunteered
with the American Friends Service Committee African
Great Lakes Initiative, will speak after Meeting on April
25. about her experience in the summer of 2009 in
Rwanda.

Quaker Singing: Friends enjoyed a new musical
initiative: after Meeting for Worship, we sing together
Quaker songs and other favorite songs. Sylvia Mangalam
is providing the songbooks.

Sylvia Mangalam hosted Halifax Friends at our annual
Easter Potluck luncheon following Meeting on Sunday,
April 4th. Friends provided delicious food, the weather
was sunny, Sylvia’s flowers were beginning to bloom,
and warm fellowship was enjoyed by all. Thank you,
Sylvia!

The Peace and Social Concerns Committee plans to
distribute the CFSC counter- recruitment pamphlet to
high school youth. The committee is also working on an
education project to support local organic farming.

The Meeting supported Marguerite Overington’s
application to Home Mission and Advancement
Committee for funds to take a photography workshop.
This workshop will help Marguerite expand her “Faith
and Practice” cards that she uses to raise funds for
Canadian Yearly Meeting.

The Meeting approved providing Sara Avmaat with $100
towards to cost of her attendance at Tatamagouche
Centre for the program “Dialogue for Peaceful Change in
Facilitation”. This will be part of Sara’s preparation for
serving in the World Council of Churches Accompaniment
Program in Israel and Palestine.

The Meeting made a donation of $100 to the African
Great Lakes Initiative.

The Meeting approved contributing $1000 to the CYM
Quaker Education Program, and $1000 for a CYM Youth
Program Coordinator, both from our General Fund.

Nora Kerr and Pat Dingle circulated photographs from
their sojourn in Mexico, showing the local schoolchildren
expressing delight after receiving school supplies.
Halifax Meeting had provided funds for Nora and Pat to
use for exercise books, pens, etc. for the elementary
school children.
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Picture of children of Flamboyanes Elementary School,
Mexico, with notebooks supplied through Friends Nora
Kerr and Pat Dingle.

Introducing a New Member of Friends

Dick Cotterill came from his home in Truro in 2009, to
be with Halifax Monthly Meeting in support of Friends’
advocacy on behalf of the U.S. war resisters in Canada,
and against their deportation to the United States. He
himself had crossed the border in 1972 as a conscientious
objector to the Vietnam War.

Dick grew up on a dairy farm in New York State,
completed a year at Cornell University, and then, during
the Vietnam War, enlisted for four years in the Unites
States Marine Corps. As he met more Marines returning
from Vietnam, he found he could not ethically or morally
complete his enlistment. When his request for discharge
on the basis of conscientious objection was denied, he
decided to desert. Knowing his decision could lead to
imprisonment and a criminal record, he stood firm in his
conviction. He could do no other.

After crossing the border in 1972, Dick stayed for a time
at Quaker House, operated during the Vietnam War by
Halifax Friends to provide lodging and assistance to war
resisters. In the following years, Dick found
employment, became a Canadian citizen, and married a
Nova Scotia woman. He settled in Truro, where he owns
a partnership in an equipment sales and service business.

In the late 1970s, when President Jimmy Carter offered
amnesty to U.S. deserters, Dick was able to receive a
general discharge under honorable conditions from the
U.S. Armed Forces.

Dick joined the United Church in Bible Hill, N.S., serving
on the board and many committees of the church. He
began to have increasing reservations about the top-
down direction of the church, expensive “steeple-
houses”, and the lack of silence. His previous contact
with Friends led him to do reading and research into

Quaker worship, practice and history. He found that he
felt (in his own words) “God’s call to seek membership in
Halifax Monthly Meeting and the Religious Society of
Friends.”

Expressing his interest in peace and social concerns, Dick
has hosted public meetings in Truro, including a talk by
Scott Taylor, journalist and critic of the Afghanistan war;
and a showing of the film “Voices in Wartime”. He has
recently participated in a weekend training session of
the Alternatives to Violence Program held at Dorchester
Prison in New Brunswick.

Dick feels he is an active seeker with faith in God, the
Spirit, the Inner Light. Jesus to him is an inspiring
teacher and moral example in his compassion and love
for others and in his good work as a man. Dick values
the Bible as a record of humans’ ongoing search for God.
Dick wrote, “My decision to leave the United Church and
return to worshipping with Quakers did not come quickly
or easily. Nevertheless, God’s call was clear and now
that I have made the decision, I am at peace. I feel I
have come home and look forward to seeking more Light
in my spiritual journey.”

Former war-resisters of our Meeting expressed great
pleasure in welcoming Dick into their brotherhood, and
he was warmly accepted into membership of Halifax
Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends.

New Brunswick Monthly Meeting
Excerpts from Minutes of NBMM April 18, 2010, in the
Rotunda of B. Mulroney Hall, St. Thomas University.
Present were one member of Sackville, two from Saint
John-Area, two from Houlton-Woodstock, and six from
Fredericton Worship Groups.

Next Steps Committee:
Much action has been taken following the tragic

death of John McKendy on October 2008. An ad hoc
Next Steps Committee was set up to address the issue.
There has been dialogue with the RCMP on their
response to complaints of domestic violence, and four
members of our Meeting met with the RCMP in March.

A new ad hoc committee on Peace and Social
Concerns has been established, that will keep our
Meeting informed of developments on issues, such as
peace, family violence, restorative justice. The
mandate of the committee will be brought to next MM
for discernment.

There has been an application to St. Thomas U.
to set up a John McKendy Peace Centre.

The 2009 NBMM State of Society Report was approved
and will be sent to CYM office.
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Celebration of Faith and Diversity:
Vince Zelazny and Michael Miller assisted

Religious Studies students of STU in providing Quaker
presentations for the April 8 ecumenical event. There
were brief presentations in the morning and rituals in
the afternoon, of several faiths: Roman Catholic,
Marionite Catholic, Baptist, Quaker, First Nations,
Buddhist, Islam, Hindu, Baha’i, Unitarian, United,
Anglican, Jewish.

Michael reviewed basic history and beliefs of
Quakers, and named some famous Quakers: Fox and
Woolman; women who won the Pearson Peace Prize and
the Order of Canada: Ursula Franklin, Nancy Pocock and
Muriel Duckworth; recipient of the first NB Human Rights
Award: John Calder; active writer and speaker on
environmental ethics: Keith Helmuth; and John
McKendy, who taught, wrote, and worked so tirelessly
for peace and justice.

He presented power-point slides of CQPS and
brochure covers, pictures of Fox and Woolman, and
played a selection from the CD of A Peace Cantata that
he wrote in 2001 and was performed by Fredericton
Choral Society (that included eight members of
Fredericton Worship Group) and him on piano.

Each faith group brought food that had to do
with their faith culture, for an attractive and delicious
potluck. The well organized event was very successful,
and they hope to continue it next year.

Minute on Peaceful Energy from the Uranium Working
Group of Canadian Friends Service Committee:
Members of NBMM support the Minute.

Ministry & Counsel of NBMM has been newly established
to consist of one rep from each of our six worship
groups: Doris Calder for Saint John-Area, Julie
Kronenberger for Fundy Friends (St. Andrews), Daphne
Davey for PEI, Ellen Helmuth for Houlton-Woodstock,
Michael Miller for Fredericton, and Lesley Read for
Sackville.

Our delegate to CYM: Vince Zelazny will be our
delegate to Canadian Yearly Meeting this year.

Omar Khadr: We approved the letter from NBMM to the
Director of Case Management, Division of Consular
Services of Foreign Affairs in Ottawa, of support for
Omar Khadr. The letter asks them to “assure us that
your office is able to act effectively in providing
monitoring and protection services for Omar Khadr.”

Pastoral Care Newsletter: On Ellen Helmuth’s
recommendation, we will subscribe to Pastoral Care
Newsletter, a quarterly periodical from Philadelphia
Yearly Meeting. At the reduced rate of $9.75/year for
ten copies, each of our six worship groups may have two
copies. To subscribe, you may write to:
evand@pym.org, or, to: PCN, 1515 Cherry St., Phila,, PA
19102-1479

“Turning the World Right-Side Up:”
Exploring the Role of Women in Re-Balancing

Economic Priorities Toward Right Relationship
with the Whole Commonwealth of Life

Program
Map: http://www.unb.ca/welcome/maps/fredericton
Registration in lobby of McConnell Hall; 4pm onward. All
events and meals in McConnell Hall and over night
accommodations in Harrison Hall
Friday Evening
7.00 Introduction and overview – Barbara Aikman & Keith
Helmuth
7.30 Marilyn Keyes Roper – How the Sacred Feminine Was
Uprooted in Western Culture: Remnants and Renewal
Saturday Morning
8-9am Breakfast
9.15-9.45 gather, open worship
10-11.45 Geoffrey Garver & Keith Helmuth – Right
Relationship: Building a Whole Earth Economy
Lunch 12.15-1.15
Saturday Afternoon
1.30 gather, introduce afternoon options
1.) 2- 4 Roger Davies, Joanna Macy Truth Mandela

sharing experience. (20-25) people
2.) 2- 3.30 David Millar FWCC worldwide Consultation
Friends Responses to Global Change
3.) Free time, nature walks, conversations,
Refreshments
Supper 5.15 - 6pm
Saturday Evening
7.30 Ellie Perkins – Working Together Toward a Moral
Economy: The Importance of Diversity
Sunday Morning
8-9 Breakfast
9.15-10.15 Meeting for Worship
10.30-12.00 Imelda Perley – Women and Right Relationship in
First Nation Community Life
Lunch 12.15-1.15
Sunday Afternoon
1.30-3.00 Jane Orion Smith - From Wrong to Right
Relationship – What are the Means to the Ends?
In this session, we will engage in exercises to help us envision
the means, and some of the ends, toward right relationships
within creation.
3-3.30 refreshment break
Free time or
3.30-4.30 Carol Bradley slide show visit to British Quakers
Supper 5.15-6pm
Sunday Evening
7 pm singing and sharing readings
Monday Morning
8-9 breakfast
9.30 -11.30 Meeting for worship and final reflections
11.30 -12.15 lunch
Clean up


