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Atlantic Friends Meeting for 
Common Concerns, 
September 25, 2004 
Friends gathered at the Follini Residence, 183 
East Victoria Street, Amherst, NS, at 11 a.m.  
Present: Halifax Monthly Meeting: Anne Thomas, 
Sara avMaat, Paige & Charles Kennedy. 
Wolfville Monthly Meeting: Marilyn Manzer, 
Bruce Dienes Penni Burrell, and Barbara Aikman. 
 New Brunswick Monthly Meeting: Michael Miller, 
Vince Zelazny, Edith Miller, Martha McClure, Jim 
McLaughlin-Butler, Maida Follini, and Linda Foy. 
Guests: Elizabeth Duke, completing seven years' 
service for Friends World Committee for 
Consultation (FWCC), London office, returning 
through Canada and the U.S. to her home in New 
Zealand. 
Margaret Slavin, from Peterborough, ON, 
travelling in the Ministry. 
1 & 2: Introductions & Welcome to Visitors, 
and Worship: Following introductions and 
welcome to visitors, we settled into a period of 
worship. 

3. Naming a Clerk & Recorder for the day: 
Marilyn Manzer agreed to clerk this meeting and 
Maida Follini agreed to be recorder. 
4 .Notes of November 1, 2003, Meeting: Penni 
Burrell read the Notes of the November 1, 2003, 
Meeting for Common Concerns. 
5. Agenda Review:  Anne Thomas passed out a 
suggested Agenda. 
Corrections to Agenda: It was noted that item 
#4, “Minutes of November 1, 2003" should read 
“Notes of November 1, 2003.” 
Additions to Agenda were: Item 6c, Response to 
the Truth and Love Package from Continuing 
Meeting for Ministry & Counsel (CMMC). 
Item 7c: Future Atlantic Friends Gatherings. 
Item 8d: Consideration of Forming a Half-Yearly 
Meeting. 
Item 8e: Financing for AFG 
6. Reports of Recent Gatherings: 
a) Atlantic Friends Gathering, May, 2004.   
Friends reported that the location at Camp 
Geddie in Merigomish, north shore Nova Scotia, 
was excellent. Availability of some heated 
accommodations, wheelchair accessibility, a 
good program that was flexible with lots of free 
time, and the workshops and dancing were all 
pluses.   
One problem was that some books went missing 
from the Quaker Book Service table and were 
never located: 
Committed Relationships, $7.50; Companions 
Along the Way, $24; Listening to the Light, 
$23.95; Moving Into Membership, $7.50; 
Organization & Procedure, $5; Pastoral 
Care/Children & Young People, $7.50; Wrestling 
with the Angel, $20.  Total: $95.45.   
Please send a check for the book(s) you took 
home with you to:  Jessica Tellez, at 22 
Northcliffe Lane, Halifax, NS, B3M 2V6.   
It was suggested that clearer signs be made that 
the books are for sale (not free or on loan) and 
must be paid for. 
Because the Camp is giving us a refund for part 
of the fees (due to a plumbing problem they had) 
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we will have a surplus in the AFG account. 
Question: How should the surplus be used? 
Barbara Aikman reminded us that the surplus in 
the past has been designated for travel 
assistance for Friends.  Martha McClure pointed 
out that next spring the Atlantic Friends 
Gathering will be held in conjunction with the 
Friends World Committee for Consultation 
(FWCC)-Northeast Region meeting, at Villa 
Madonna, Rothesay, NB.  As the accommo-
dations there are more expensive; we may need 
the surplus for the fees for the Villa. 
Bruce Dienes will inform the three Meetings of 
the amount of the surplus, when he receives the 
final receipt from Camp Geddie. 
6b.  Canadian Yearly Meeting sessions, August, 
2004 at King’s-Edgehill School: Barbara Aikman 
passed on from the CYM Program Committee 
their thanks for the work of the local 
arrangements committee.   
It was noted that the Food Co-op ran efficiently 
this year, due to a Food Co-op coordinator being 
hired.  Special diets were well provided for.  A 
standing committee to supervise the Food Co-op 
has been formed. 
Children’s Program: Martha reported that it 
worked well to have different Meetings 
responsible for particular age groups. Children’s 
Field Trip to Grand Pré: Anne Thomas used 
Quakerly explanation to arrange with the striking 
National Park employees, to allow the Friends’ 
group entrance to the Park.  
Kings-Edgehill School: It was noted that CYM, due 
to budget constraints, only rented certain areas 
of the school for the 2004 session. Therefore the 
school rented other areas to other groups. 
6c. Response to Continuing Meeting for 
Ministry & Counsel’s “Truth and Love” 
package. 
Wolfville MM remains concerned that this 
package was not withdrawn. 
Bruce Dienes questioned whether the process 
creating the package was flawed, and therefore 
there was lack of confidence in CMMC’s work. 
Maida Follini stated that it is important to have a 
protocol on Keeping Children Safe to protect 
children from sexual and physical abuse and 
other dangers, and that so long as CYM has no 
protocol CYM is negligent. 
Anne Thomas reported that Halifax MM has struck 
a committee to look at the adult and child 
protocols to see how they would amend them for 
local use. 

Charley Kennedy reported that CMMC, of which 
he is a member, will meet in fall, and is hoping 
to have a committee struck to complete the 
writing of a protocol on sexual abuse.  If the 
work can be com-pleted over the winter, it could 
be ready to be presented at CYM next summer. 
June-Etta Chenard will put a statement in 
Canadian Friend about what CMMC is doing. 
Vince Zelazny reported that there is a vacancy 
on CMMC for a Friend from the Atlantic Region, 
preferably a female. Traditionally this 
committee consists of one male and one female 
Friend from each of the 3 regions of CYM: 
Western, Central and Atlantic. Traditionally, a 
male and a female Friend are called, from each 
region. The nomination for an Atlantic Friend 
needs to be in by October 3rd. 
7: Upcoming Gatherings: 
7a: New England - Atlantic Friends Gathering, 
Fall, 2004: This will be held at Green Hill Lake 
Camp, northwest of Fredericton, NB, October 8 
through October 11. The camp is providing 
heated cabins, and canoes and life jackets are 
available. The Gathering is informal and the 
schedule is made up at the site. Many New 
Englanders come.  Turkey will be served on 
Thanksgiving.  Details are in the Atlantic Friends 
Newsletter, September-October issue, or on the 
on-line calendar at 
http://www.quaker.ca/calendar. 
7b.: Atlantic Friends Gathering, May 2005.  This 
gathering, to be organized by NBMM, will be in 
conjunction with FWCC, Section of the Americas, 
Northeast Region. This includes Friends from 
Philadelphia YM, New York YM; New England YM, 
and the Atlantic Canada region of CYM. 
An organizing committee needs to be formed. 
Barbara Aikman, our representative to FWCC - 
Northeast Region, asked how Halifax and 
Wolfville members could be involved: It was 
suggested they might help with the program. 
7c.  Future Atlantic Friends Gatherings: Martha 
McClure noted that at present, hosting the 
gatherings has been on a two-year rotation: one 
year the two Nova Scotia MMs host it, and the 
next year New Brunswick MM hosts it.  Martha 
suggested that it would be more balanced if 
there were a three-year rotation, with each MM 
taking a turn.  
The group was asked to have MMs discuss and 
decide 1) whether a three-year rotation would 
be accepted, and 2) what relationship they want 
to have between the Atlantic Friends Gatherings 
and the FWCC gatherings. 
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8.  Atlantic Friends Shared Activities.   
8a. Atlantic Friends Newsletter: Edith reported 
no problems with the News-letter have been 
called to her attention. Friends should provide 
Daphne Davey with the names and addresses of 
anyone who needs a printed copy mailed to 
them. 
8b. Atlantic Friends Communica-tions 
Committee: Currently, Bruce Dienes, (WMM), 
Vince Zelazny (NBMM) and Anne Thomas (HMM) 
make up this committee. 
8b1:The Committee needs Terms of Reference, 
Duties and Responsibilities.  The Committee may 
write these up and submit them to the three MMs 
for approval. 
8b2: Regional Friends Outreach Initiatives:  Since 
the three MMs were not in unity with the grant 
proposal submitted by Wolfville MM to the CYM 
special Outreach Fund, this proposal is being 
withdrawn. 
It was noted that, when Meetings wish to do 
outreach, they have three sources of funds: first, 
their MM; second, Home Mission and 
Advancement Committee of CYM and third, the 
Special Outreach Fund, provided by an 
anonymous donor.  When grant proposals are 
written, it is expected that MMs will provide 
some of their own funds for the project for 
which they are seeking additional funds.  Cost-
sharing is expected. 
8c. Atlantic Friends Directory: An Atlantic 
Friends Directory has been developed.  It is 
available on the Internet.   MMs are responsible 
for making paper copies for Friends and 
Attenders who do not have Internet access.   The 
Directory is in PDF format, readable by the free 
Adobe Acrobat program. The web address is 
http://atlantic.quaker.ca/directory.  To gain 
access to the site, Friends will need to use the 
User Name <afd> and the Password 
<waywillopen> (do not type the brackets, and do 
not type any spaces).  The online version will be 
updated periodically. 
8d. Suggestion for forming a Half-Yearly Meeting 
in Atlantic Canada: Maida Follini suggested that 
the three MMs form a Half-Yearly Meeting, for 
the purpose of: nurturing bonds between Atlantic 
Friends, sharing in projects (such as Outreach) 
and expertise, and providing for better efficiency 
in activities, and reducing confusion. It was felt 
this might be considered under the topic 
“Revitalizing and Restructuring CYM”.  Maida 
asked Friends to think about this suggestion. 
Martha suggested Maida could bring it up at NB 
Meeting for Worship for Business. 

8e: AFG Finances: There are funds held in trust 
by WMM for AFG, and for the AFG-FWCC 
Gathering.  It was requested that the Treasurer, 
Peter MacInnes, provide fund balances to Clerks 
of MMs.  
9: Activities of Meetings of Interest to Other 
Meetings:  
9a.  Conscientious Objectors & AWOL Soldiers in 
Canada:   
Paige Kennedy reported that Rose Marie Cyprik 
has provided housing for Brandon Hughey, a US 
Deserter seeking refugee status in Canada.  Paige 
was called to see whether anyone in this area 
would be able to shelter Brandon if that became 
necessary.  Paige answered affirmatively, but 
has not heard back from Rose Marie that there is 
a need. 
HMM has formed an Emergency Committee to 
respond to C.O.s and deserters. Heather Brown is 
clerk of this committee. So far, no person has 
sought this help. 
NBMM formed a C.O. Clearness Committee.  The 
Committee’s task is to learn as much as we could 
about Conscien-tious Objection to War, and to 
locate Resources so as to be prepared; to meet 
with a C.O. as a Clearness Committee to find 
clearness with the C.O. about what course to be 
taken.  Members of the committee are from St. 
Andrews, Houlton, and Fredericton. For contact 
information, contact NBMM Clerk, Martha 
McClure. 
NBMM has written a letter in support of another 
soldier war-resister.  [See p. 7.] 
There is a GI hotline in the US and US counselors 
advise soldiers to explore every option in the US 
before coming to Canada. 
9b. Revitalizing and Restructuring CYM:  
CYM Nominating Committee is seeking 
nominations for a Working Group which will 
listen to Friends across the country, review State 
of Society Reports, and carry out a number of 
other specific tasks, in order to provide an 
interim report to CYM in Session, summer 2005, 
and a final report to CYM in summer 2006. 
 
This group will consist of 5 to 7 members, with 
balanced geographic representation.  The CYM 
nominating committee would like to have a good 
number of nominees from all regions, from which 
they can choose 5 to 7 members.  The 
nominations must be in by the end of October.  
Each MM in our area will seek to find qualified 
candidates available for this important work.   
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9c.  Atlantic Ecumenical Council meeting:  Anne 
Thomas has been asked to represent Atlantic 
Friends at a meeting of the Atlantic Ecumenical 
Council with regional Heads of Denominations to 
be held in Halifax at Atlantic School of Theology 
on November 1. There is also a workshop open to 
the public on Sunday, Oct. 31st and Monday 
morning November 1st, which will deal with the 
“Future of Ecumenism in a Postmodern World”.  
Bruce Dienes is serving on the organizing 
committee. Friends are asked to contact Anne 
Thomas with any information they would like to 
share with her which might help her represent 
Friends’ beliefs. On Monday evening there is a 
free public lecture at Saint Mary’s University 
entitled “Modernity, Postmodernity, and the 
Ambiguities of Religion in an Age of Terror,” 
given by Dr. Marsha Hewitt, Professor of Social 
Ethics and Contemporary Theology at Trinity 
College, Toronto School of Theology. For more 
information, see the web site at 
http://www.theaec.ca 
9d.  KAIROS: There will be a Regional Meeting of 
Kairos at Tatamagouche Centre.  Linda Foy was 
involved with Kairos but had to drop out because 
their business is done by e-mail and she does not 
have access to the Internet.  Halifax is involved.  
Vince is attending a Kairos local group in 
Fredericton.  CYM has affirmed its recognition of 
Kairos, and Quakers are important participants in 
this organization. 
9e. Reports from Monthly Meetings: 
9d1:  HMM:  Halifax a) has formed a Committee 
to respond to US Deserters, 
b) is working on a policy on sexual harassment & 
abuse, c) is developing a guide on the nature of 
discrimination against Gays & Lesbians, d) has 
put out a leaflet about marriage, e) is concerned 
with the lack of children in the Meeting.  
9d2: NBMM: New Brunswick is working to build 
our own community in our area.  We switched 
from holding Meetings-for-Worship-for-Business 
once a month to once every two months. This did 
not succeed in attracting many Friends outside 
the faithful group who regularly attend. This Fall 
we have started holding M4W4B at different 
worship groups. The first was held in September 
at St. Andrews Worship Group.  The next will be 
in November at Sackville Worship Group.  By the 
clerk and recording clerk travelling to the six 
different Worship Groups to hold Meeting for 
Worship for Business it is planned to expose more 
Friends to the experience of Business Meeting.   
9d3:. WMM:  Wolfville Nominating Committee 
has made changes: Ministry and Counsel will have 

a firm rotation, and every year a senior member 
will rotate off, bringing on a new committee 
member.  Religious Education, formerly handled 
by M&C, will be a separate committee.  It is a 
challenge to fill all positions. 
A Meeting House Committee has been formed. 
We are renting space at present, and the Meeting 
House Committee will look into the possibility of 
having our own space. 
10. Other Concerns.   
10a. October 10th is World Day against the Death 
Penalty.  
10b. Linda Foy described her job working for the 
National Initiative for Faith and the Common 
Good, focusing on the environment. She speaks 
to faith groups about David Suzuki’s suggestions 
for a sustainable environment. 
10c. Maida Follini reported that she is doing 
research on the Dartmouth Quaker Whalers, and 
will appreciate input from anyone who has any 
special informa-tion about this group of 18th-c. 
Quakers.  
The Meeting ended with a period of Worship. 

 New England-Atlantic 
Friends Gathering, Oct. 8-11, 
2004, Green Hill Lake Camp, 
NB 
By Edith Miller, NBMM 
We had such a good time--friendly, stimulating, 
spiritual, merry--the consensus was to reserve 
the place for next year.  29 Friends attended, 
about half from the US, and Margaret Slavin from 
Peterborough, ON, on her tour.  Fees for the 
camp and for food supplies perfectly balanced. 
First, we did a go-around to meet one another 
and organize the weekend.  As the US 
Presidential election was on our minds, the 
meeting rather abruptly ended to allow Friends 
to listen to the candidates' debate on the radio. 
The next night we had Meeting for Reading, in 
which excerpts from books were read, from the 
Bible, to books of poetry and prose, to a 
pamphlet typewritten in 1955 by South China 
Library Association (Maine): Addresses About 
South China, by Rufus M. Jones.  Ben Cates, from 
Vassalboro (ME) Meeting, read from this 
pamphlet a hilarious story about the making of a 
"Perpetual Motion Machine" around 1880.  Our 2 
teen Friends sang and played a couple of songs 
on guitar and bass.  There was so much 
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stimulation and fun that 2 hours passed 
effortlessly. 
Meeting for Worship and Thanksgiving dinner 
were on Sunday.  Eight more Friends joined the 
Gathering for the day: two couples and their four 
children. 
Margaret Slavin led us in a Worship Sharing, with 
the theme of ways in which we felt we had 
"made" something in life--e.g., artistic, 
charitable, social, or whatever we wished to 
bring forth.  Participants seemed to appreciate 
the creativity and spirit of the workshop.     
The discovery of about 4 hymn books on the 
piano led to a spontaneous hymn-sing.  With 
Michael Miller playing the piano--which was 
actually practically in tune--more were attracted 
and more books found.  Someone just learning 
about sober historical Quakers might have been 
puzzled that we, too, were Quakers.  
Meals were splendidly organized, improvised, 
and cooked from scratch by our inspired Karen 
Burke, from Winthrop, ME.  For Thanksgiving, 
after singing "'Tis a Gift to be Simple" and "The 
Doxology," we dug into 3 turkeys, roasted to 
perfection, with excellent gravy, mashed 
potatoes, and squash, among other things. 
As the camp very generously allowed us the use 
of their canoes, some Friends took them out on 
the lake; others strolled about in the beautiful 
autumn weather and admired the foliage. 
On Sunday, after going around the circle and 
saying what we were thankful for, the youths 
played their guitars, Michael played one of his 
piano improvisations on the letters NEAFG, and 
Charlotte Ritter led a movement song about 
elephants stomping. 
In the final evaluation meeting on Monday 
morning, after a few minutes of silence, we 
listed features that should be improved, like 
kitchen-dining organizing, better wheelchair 
accessibility, the need for a youth program if 
more youth coming next year, asking for people 
to register so we know what space we will need.   
Margaret Slavin said she "felt welcome and 
meeting people was a joy … newcomers were 
made welcome … I felt enriched."  A Friend from 
Bar Harbor, ME, anxious about the draft and war 
issues and the elections in his wounded country, 
"felt relief and joy and relieved of my travail." 
Friends were very warm and helpful with my 3 
grandchildren--Lucy, 9, Eleanor, 7, and Isaac, 4--
who stayed over one night and were therefore 
included in the circles.  Comments about the 
Gathering included "I loved the children … an 

intergenerational spirit … so natural, not 
patronizing … spiritually grounded … a rewarding 
experience for us all."  As I took down notes on 
the Gathering, Isaac imitated me, with lines of 
proto-writing on a piece of paper.  I called him 
"my apprentice".  

Personals 
Elizabeth Rossinger, NBMM, not only donated 
the proceeds from an auction of her antiques and 
collectibles to benefit Symphony New Brunswick 
in April, but as a 1943 graduate of Mount Allison 
University, she made another worthy donation.  
This will support the Botsford/Westmorland 
Lecture series will enrich life on campus for 
years to come.  The generous gift will enable 
Mount A to welcome international speakers to 
campus annually.  Elizabeth asked that an 
invitation to these lectures also be extended 
each year to l'Université de Moncton.  This gift 
complements Mount A's plan to form possible 
partnerships with U de M on bilingual education. 
 
Michael Miller, Fredericton WG, NBMM, was 
given a Certificate of Recognition "for modelling 
restorative justice approaches in the service of 
justice and peace."  The signed and framed 
certificate was presented by the 5th annual Ron 
Wiebe Restorative Justice Committee and the 
Correctional Service of Canada. 
 
Linda Foy's (Sackville WG, NBMM) children, 
Alden, Lea, and Sidney Foy performed as 
members of "the Ice Boat Crew" in a dinner 
theatre, "Something to Sing About Too," in the 
Cape Jourimain Nature Centre, July 24 and Aug. 
7, 14, and 21.  You may remem-ber that we 
toured the Centre during last-year's AFG.  
Congratulations, Foy kids! 
 
Maida Barton Follini, Charles Follini, Maria 
Recchia, Edith & Michael Miller, and Andrew 
Miller & Jane Touchie & Lucy, Eleanor, & Isaac 
Miller camped July 25-Aug. 3 on Ram Island, 
Penobscot Bay, Maine: Maida's and Edith's family 
island.  Also in the party were Nate Miller, Joel & 
Christine Miller, Charley's girlfriend Allison Dunn 
(who came to May AFG with Charley), and a 
niece and friends of Maida's.  A joyous, friendly, 
ruggedly rustic time was had by all, who enjoyed 
swimming, kayaking, lobster and periwinkle 
potluck, singing, and sighting seals and an 
eaglet! 
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Joan McFarland, Fredericton WG, NBMM, 
traveled to Costa Rica, on research for her St. 
Thomas University teaching.  In San Jose she 
stayed in the Quaker Ridgeway House.  As the 
Costa Rican government has no army but did not 
oppose the Iraq war, the main issue of San Jose 
Meeting has been organizing a petition against 
the war.  Joan also met Marvin Rockwell, one of 
the founders in 1948 of Monteverde settlement, 
which has a bilingual school, weekly Quaker 
Meetings, and a cheese factory. 
  
Summer visitors to PEI WG, NBMM:   
Claire Singleton, Victoria MM, who lives in 
Ladysmith, Vancouver Island, joined PEI WG for 
worship in June. Claire is a visual artist making 
an extended trip across Canada in a camper 
truck with her lovely dog, recording aspects of 
the country through her art.  On her 
recommendation, the WG bought "Plain Living" 
from Quaker Book Service. 

Joyce Munn, Duncan WG, Victoria MM, visited 
with her husband, Herb Strongeagle, who was 
attending First Nations Conferences on PEI.  He 
signed the Passamaquoddy Petition, which the 
group happened to have on hand.  (see 
"Ecumenical/Outreach: Passamaquoddy First 
Nation" in this issue.) 

Ann and John Emerson, Friends from 
Massachusetts and past summer members of PEI 
WG for several years, now live full time in the US 
but come back to PEI and the WG most years for 
a brief vacation.  

Alice Male's daughter, Susan Radoulovitz, visited 
in PEI. 

Jules & Patti Burgevin's son David, Stephanie 
Burgevin, and their children, Linnea and Dylan, 
from Sandy Springs MM in Maryland, visited while 
vacationing at their cottage near Alberton, PEI.  
Jules & Patti were almost annual visitors in the 
'90s. 

Jim & Lauren McLaughlin-Butler, NBMM,  came 
to PEI when the NBMM summer intervisitation 
series was there. 

Craig Ramsay, a Friend from Ohio, and his wife, 
checked out his relatives in Tignish, and the 
possibility of their moving to PEI. 
A composer, Emily Doolittle, whose work was 
performed by Andrew Miller's (NBMM) Motion 
New Music Ensemble in Sept. in NB, brought 
greetings from Muriel Duckworth, who put her 
up when she was in Halifax.  Edith & Michael 

Miller accommodated Emily and her mother, 
Helen Lofgren, a friend of Muriel's and member 
of The Raging Grannies in Halifax.  The Millers 
enjoyed mother and daughter's company. 
 
Nori Sinclair, from Nanaimo, BC, was hosted by 
Martha McClure & Vince Zelazny before and 
after CYM. 
 
Maxine Kaufman-Lacusta, Vancouver MM,  
stayed with the Millers after CYM.  They have 
known one another since 1967, when Maxine and 
former husband Rob Nunn (Pelham MM) and their 
3 children lived in Sackville, where Rob taught in 
Mount A's English Dept. until '69.  In Fredericton 
a few Friends were hastily gathered up to hear 
Maxine's presentation on her Middle-East Project 
and to watch a video on the many organizations 
involved in bringing together Israelis and 
Palestinians.  (See "Ecumenical/Outreach: Jewish 
and Palestinian Quakers" in this issue.)  
 

Ecumenical/Outreach 
The following letter was approved by NBMM and 
sent to Ottawa.  (The editor has used initials of 
some names.) 
 
Dear Judy Sgro and Paul Martin:   
New Brunswick Monthly Meeting of the Religious 
Society of Friends (Quakers) believes that war is 
immoral and is unable to address the root causes 
of conflict.  We share with other Quakers a 
common historical witness against war and for 
the rights of conscientious objectors since our 
beginnings in England in the 1640s. 
 We write to you about Jeremy Hinzman, 
a soldier from the US who has come to Canada 
seeking refugee status based upon his 
conscientious refusal to fight an illegal war in 
Iraq.  We note that on September 16th of this 
year, UN Secretary General Kofi Annan stated 
that the Iraq War is illegal under the UN 
Charter.  We believe that if returned to US 
military custody, Jeremy would face both 
prosecution and persecution based upon his 
refusal to bear arms and be posted to Iraq.  He 
could be subject to potentially deva-stating 
sanctions by the military and by members of the 
public.  Since his arrival in Canada earlier in 
2004, he has already received numerous 
threatening letters and emails from the US.  We 
understand that Jeremy's case is scheduled to be 
heard by the Refugee Board on Oct. 20, 2004. 
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 We wish to register our support for 
Jeremy Hinzman and his family.  Jeremy began 
attending Quaker Meeting in the USA in January 
2002.  Since arriving in Canada, Jeremy, his wife 
Nga, and son Liam have been regular attenders 
and participants in the Toronto Monthly Meeting 
community and have been receiving care and 
support from Friends in that area.  As well, 
many members of New Brunswick MM met them 
at the recent national gathering of Friends at 
Canadian Yearly Meeting held in August in 
Windsor, NS.  We were impressed by his 
attentiveness to his wife and son, his 
youthfulness, and his sincerity.  We believe that 
people such as Jeremy should not be denied the 
opportunity to make sense of their experience 
and to change their beliefs.  While we believe 
this is true of all people, surely you as parents 
can appre-ciate how young people need such 
latitude. 
 NBMM applauds the government's 
decision to not enter into war in Iraq.  Now, we 
ask you to observe the UN's recognition of 
conscientious objection to military service, to 
acknowledge the threat of persecution faced by 
those who refuse to fight and therefore to grant 
refugee status to Jeremy Hinzman. 
 (signed) Martha McClure, Clerk, New 
Brunswick Monthly Meeting of the Religious 
Society of Friends, Canadian Yearly Meeting 

   
Jewish and Palestinian Quakers 
Maxine Kaufman-Lacusta, Vancouver MM, after 
giving a multi-media presentation on her Middle-
East Project to a special-interest group at CYM, 
presented it again to the Fredericton WG. The 
project is a Palestinian-initiated media project 
of the International Middle-East Media Centre 
(IMEMC) that will require the support of Friends 
and encourage local media to follow reports on 
the IMEMC website (www.IMEMC.org) as one 
way of representing the situation in 
Israel/Palestine and drawing attention to the 
widespread nonviolent activism in opposition to 
the occupation by Palestinians and their Israeli 
and international supporters.   
Maxine, both a Quaker and a Jew with dual 
citizenship, has been involved for years in 
reconciliation work between Jews and 
Palestinians.  She also showed the Fredericton 
group a video depicting Palestinian and Israeli 
nonviolent activists, and lent them a video on a 
Palestinian Quaker, Emily Mansur Shihadeh, 
called "Grapes and Figs are in Season."  

3 News Items of North American 
Natives 
 
-- UN Working Group on Indigenous 
Populations 
In July, participants in the UN Permanent Forum 
on Indigenous Issues were Quaker Aboriginal 
Affairs Committee (QAAC) of CFSC, American 
Friends Service Committee, and some US tribes 
such as the Navajo.  Comprised of 5 members 
from each geopolitical region, the group meets 
annually to discuss self-determination, 
globalization, land and resource rights, 
environmental exploitation, native languages and 
culture, and intellectual property.  One goal is 
the adoption of a "Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples." 
 

-- Passamaquoddy First Nation 
Although the Passamaquoddy Nation crosses the 
geopolitical border between Maine and NB, the 
Canadian Government does not recognize their 
existence, even though the Supreme Court of 
Canada, the Assembly of First Nations, and the 
US Government do.   
The Passamaquoddy First Nation asks that 
Canada officially recognize its nation, that the 
Government of Canada honour its treaties with 
its nation, and that the Governments of Canada 
and the US enter negotiations in good faith with 
the Passamaquoddy with the goal of reunifying 
the Passamaquoddy People and their traditional 
territory.  
Maria Recchia, St. Andrews Worship Group of 
NBMM, presented the July MM with information 
on this issue, a pamphlet, and a petition.  
Contact:  email: akagih@brunnet.net, or, 
www.wabanaki.com. 
 

-- The Neighbours Project 
At CYM, gkisedtanamoogk and members of QAAC 
presented information on The Neighbours 
Project, a Project in Partnership of the Wabanaki 
Nations Cultural Resource Centre and 
Tatamagouche Centre.  This initiative is under 
consideration as a project of QAAC. 
The Neighbours pamphlet explains, "This project 
works toward enabling relation-ships, 
partnerships, and networks among First Nations 
and non-Aboriginal people; increasing 
understanding of First Nations' cultural, political, 



 8

and economic realities and aspirations; 
developing the capacity to promote peace and 
reduce violence in regional issues and conflicts 
among us."   
Contact:  gkisedtanamoogk at 
miigkis@nbnet.nb.ca, or, 

Margaret Tusz-King at 

mtuszkin@nb.sympatico.ca, or, 

Tatamagouche Centre at 

tatacent@tatacentre.ca. 

 
Project Antigonish 
Accompaniment 
Christopher Griffiths son of Barbara Conway, 
Antigonish WG of HMM, and Clem Anson went to 
Rabinal, Alta Verapaz, Guatemala in March and 
April to help build a secondary school. 
A local newspaper reporter, Ryan Gillis, writes: 
The 2 handymen have been working for years 
with Project Antigonish Accompaniment, one of 
many groups working in Guatemala. 
After graduating from grade 6 in local schools, 
families are faced with the decision of whether 
or not to keep their children in school.  For 
many, the distance from home to high school 
requires many hours of walking each day.  
Others are forced to board in town during the 
school week. … the options are both exhausting 
and expensive. 
The school they are planning to build will 
provide bilingual education in Maya-Achi and 
Spanish and will emphasize cultural identity and 
social responsibility.  The long-term aim of the 
project is to provide facilities where youth can 
complete high school, have access to trades, and 
have students board at the centre during the 
week, free of charge. 
Clem Anson says not many carpenters in 
Guatemala are trained to build using wood and, 
due to the fact that concrete is extremely 
expensive, the local contractor's expertise will 
be valued.  
The school is an important first step.  It is 
planned to have 3 large classrooms, a kitchen, 
an office, and bathrooms. 
 

Monthly Meeting Minutes 
 
Halifax Monthly Meeting 
Notes from a Meeting for Worship for Business 
held September 7, 2004, 10 Friends present, 4 
regrets. 
 
Public Safety and Anti-Terrorism Acts:  We sent 
letters to the Prime Minister expressing our 
concerns about Bill C-7 (the Public Safety Act) 
and Bill C-36 (the Anti-Terrorism Act) and have 
received a response from Anne McLellan, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Public Safety and 
Emergency Preparedness.  In light of Friends' 
continuing concern regarding the Anti-Terrorism 
Act (see the new CFSC leaflet), we ask Alleson 
Kase to contact Canadian Friends Service 
Committee (CFSC) for information on their 
correspondence with the Minister and prepare a 
further detailed response on behalf of the 
Meeting.  We ask the clerk to write an op-ed 
piece on this concern for the Chronicle Herald 
and submit this if an opportunity arises. 
Sharon MacDonald Pendle Hill Scholarship: 
Sharon has received the Douglas and Dorothy 
Steere Scholarship from Pendle Hill that will 
cover tuition for one term, and work scholarships 
that will cover part of her tuition for two more 
terms.  We wish Sharon well in her stay at Pendle 
Hill. 
With Love and Truth: We name Anne Thomas, 
Chris Richards and a person named by the First 
Day School Committee to develop protocols for 
children and adults on sexual harassment and 
abuse. 
Why I came to Canada: a story of war resistance: 
proposal for a publication of Halifax Friends‚ 
stories:  Margot Overington has suggested that 
the Meeting consider the preparation of a book 
on Friends‚ experiences in resisting war.  We 
thank Margot for her offer to edit such a book 
and encourage her to move forward with this as 
way opens. 
Resource Guide on the Nature of Discrimination 
against Gays and Lesbians:  Following the May 
30th Meeting for Learning on discrimination 
against gays and lesbians, ten of the f/Friends 
who participated have produced a resource guide 
on the evolution of Quakers‚ thoughts on gay and 
lesbian issues, civil rights, a glossary, personal 
accounts and a list of resources.  We receive this 
document with thanks and approve including it 
on our web page.  
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Sanctuary:  We approved a draft letter to Judy 
Sgro, Minister of Citizenship and Immigration, 
opposing her recommendation that churches 
should no longer be able to offer sanctuary. 
Request for funding from Uganda to attend a 
course at the Coady Institute: We approve 
sending $100 to the Coady International Institute 
to help Albert Kunihira attend a course on 
peacemaking. If Albert is unable to use this grant 
within a year, we ask the Coady Institute to use 
the money for another student from a developing 
country. 
 

Halifax Monthly Meeting 
Notes from a Meeting for Worship for Business, 
October 3, 2004, 14 Friends present, 8 regrets 
 
We opened with a time of worship during which 
we heard Advices and Queries #37. 
Public Safety and Anti-Terrorism Acts: Alleson 
Kase sent a report indicating that there are no 
new developments in these areas, but that we 
need to inform ourselves about potential 
upcoming issues such as the likelihood of Canada 
following the US lead to integrate bio-metrics 
into identity processes and to enact legislation 
which would expand the right of investigative 
bodies to monitor phone and email 
communication, in addition to the possibility of 
implanting GPS chips into passports that could be 
used to monitor individuals‚ movements. 
With Love and Truth: Sylvia Mangalam will serve 
on the committee to draft local protocols. 
  Meeting for Common Concerns: We 
received a report from Anne Thomas.  Halifax 
Friends are open to having a rolling three-year 
cycle for the organization of Atlantic Friends 
Gathering, with Halifax, New Brunswick and 
Wolfville, each taking their turn. 
We name Mel Earley to work with the Organizing 
Committee for the 2005 AFG/FWCC Regional 
Gathering. 
Emergency Committee for US military deserters: 
Recognizing that this is a test case, Friends are 
encouraged to write individual letters on behalf 
of Jeremy Hinzman and family whose case for 
refugee status will be heard by the Refugee 
Board on October 20, 2004. 
Nominating Committee: Sara avMaat has been 
nominated to serve on Continuing Meeting of 
Ministry and Counsel; we support this nomination 
and appoint Sara to our Monthly Meeting of M&C. 

Death penalty: We approved a draft letter to be 
sent to all area MPs asking them to ensure that 
Canada ratify the Second Optional Protocol to 
the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights which opposes the use of  the death 
penalty.  
Campaign for Secure Dwellings: Heather Brown 
spoke to this programme of Christian Peace 
Teams which seeks to pair North American 
congregations with a  neighbourhood or village 
near Hebron that is facing demolition or land 
confiscation.  We would receive reports and 
action appeals, and be expected to bring our 
concern for a just peace into worship and plan a 
public forum, vigil or witness at least once a year 
(www.cpt.org <http://www.cpt.org/> ).  We ask 
Programme Committee to arrange a meeting 
with John Lynes during his visit to Halifax later 
this month, after which we will consider 
participating in this programme. 
Legal recognition of the marriage of Nora Kerr 
and Pat Dingle: We are delighted to confirm that 
Nora Kerr and Pat Dingle will reaffirm their 
marriage vows during Meeting for Worship in 
Halifax on October 31, so that the marriage, 
originally celebrated in the manner of Friends on 
October 24, 1993, can be legally registered in 
Nova Scotia by Sylvia Mangalam. 

 
Wolfville Monthly Meeting and 

New Brunswick Monthly Meeting 
Much of the content of WMM''s May 19th and Sept. 
14th, and NBMM's June 20th, July 18th, and Sept. 
19th Meetings-for-Worship-for-Business have been 
incorporated into Meeting for Common Concerns, 
on pages 1 to 5 of this issue. 
 
For schedules of Meetings contact:  
 
Halifax:  answering machine,  
902-429-2904 or  
http://halifax.quaker.ca 
          
Wolfville: Marilyn Manzer,  
902-542-0558, or,  
http://wolfville.quaker.ca 
marilyn@marilynmanzer.com 
 
New Brunswick:  
Michael & Edith Miller, 506-454-5882, or, 
memiller@nb.sympatico.ca  


