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Editor's Comments 
 
Friends, from time to time, ask what's going on 
or that they hadn't known about a certain 
event, even though it has been reported in this 
Newsletter--"I haven't had time to read it" … 
"Oh, I don't read it."  Well, Friends, this is your 
community bulletin board for previews, news, 
and reviews for you Friends in the Atlantic 
Provinces. If there is some problem with the 
medium of a newsletter like this, or the 
medium in which you're reading it (website or 
paper), let's hear about it.  Meanwhile, I'm very 
thankful for the Friends who plug into it, who 
send me information to be included.  Letters-
to-the-editor are good, too.  Thanks to you who 
are so communicative!                  E.M. 

Notices  
2006 Quaker Youth Pilgrimage 
July-Aug. 2006 
Quaker Youth Pilgrimage will take place in the 
Midwesteren United States July 14-August 10, 
2006. The FWCC Section of the Americas is 
seeking 14 young Friends who will be ages 16-18 
at the time of the pilgrimage, and two adult 
facilitators.  

Deadline for applications of adult leaders is 
December 15, 2005; for pilgrim applicants the 
deadline is January 15, 2006. Contact us at 
QYP@fwccamericas.org or at Friends World 
Committee for Consultation, Section of the 
Americas, 1506 Race St., Philadelphia, PA, 
19102, USA. 

Quaker Abbreviations 
Daphne Davey writes in QuakerNews PEI, the PEI 
Worship Groups’ weekly e-newsletter:  I am 
conscious that several subscribers … are new 
attenders or are non-Canadian visitors. Please 
don't hesitate to let me know if an absence of 
clarification of abbreviations is an irritant. The 
most commonly used abbreviations are: 

CYM: Canadian Yearly Meeting 
MM: Monthly Meeting (hence NBMM for New 
Brunswick Monthly Meeting, of which the PEI 
worship group constitutes a part) 
WG: Worship Group (hence PEIWG) 
CFSC: Canadian Friends Service Committee, a 
standing committee of CYM, the "service arm" of 
Canadian Quakers 
HMAC: Home Mission and Advancement 
Committee, a standing committee of CYM, 
responsible among other things for the 
publication of TheCanadian Friend 
FGC: Friends General Conference, a North 
American Quaker umbrella organization to which 
CYM belongs 
M4W4B: Meeting for Worship for Business 
(normally held monthly, but in the case of NBMM 
and its geographical challenges, bimonthly) 
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Quaker House Museum 
"Helen Zebedee, our webmaster, writes:  "Links 
to the Quaker House museum have been added 
to the Quaker Whalers page of the Halifax 
Friends Meeting web page". 

 She has done so at the request of a staffperson 
from the Dartmouth Heritage Museum, Lisa 
O'Neill Their webpage is: 

www.dartmouthheritagemuseum.ns.ca/quaker.html  

Meeting for Common 
Concerns 
September 10, 2005, 
Maida Follini's home in 
Amherst, NS 
 
Notes 
Present:  3  from WMM, 4 from HMM; 9 from 
NBMM; 1 guest 
 
1. Bruce Dienes started the Meeting at 10:30 

am with a brief worship. 
2. Linda Foy volunteered to be clerk for this 

Meeting; Edith, to be recorder of notes. 
3. An agenda was set by going around the 

circle. 
4. A new Communications Committee was set 

up, consisting of Claire Henry and Jessie 
Tellez, adding to the current members: 
Vince Zelazny and Bruce Dienes. 

5. Jessie read a proposal of the duties of 
Communications Committee, which serves 
as coordinators and a service to Monthly 
Meetings and not to be decision makers.  
The Committee will take the proposal to 
the MMs. 

6. Announcements:  
 a) Michael Miller: a benefit concert for 

Symphony New Brunswick in Sussex on 
Sept. 18 

 b) Bruce: a Deep Roots Festival in Wolfville 
Sept. 16-18 

 c) Positive evaluation of FWCC-AFG in May: 
sunrise ceremony, meeting US Friends--
although it was not advertised enough in 
US, speakers, more formal than AFG but 
was dictated by the numbers of attenders, 
children's program and intergenerational 
activities, socializing, having different 
houses for venues 

 d) New England-AFG Oct. 2005: a deadline 
should be given for people to say they will 
attend or cancel the gathering 

 e) Maida Follini: The death of Verna Thomas 
from Preston, NS. 

     The marriage of Charles Follini and Allison 
Dunn in Dartmouth July 23. 

 f) Daphne Davey: an ongoing proposal by the 
PEI government to declare PEI GMO-free.  
She and Sylvia Mangalam will give briefs on 
Sept. 14. 

 g) 40th Anniversary of HMM: well attended.  
Maida gave a presentation. 

7. AFG May 2006:  Instead of having NS and NB 
Friends rotate the organizing of AFGs, it was 
suggested either to have rotation of the 3 
MMs or to have each MM do a different task 
for each AFG, but have a committee to be 
under the care of a MM. 
Daphne Davey offered to be correspondent 
for information on setting up AFGs.  We will 
have one representative from each MM on 
the planning committee, who will take 
recommendations back to his/her MM.    

8. Bruce, speaking as Wolfville-area Interchurch 
Council rep., reported on Atlantic 
Ecumenical Council.  Part of their mandate is 
for dialogue and to do good work together.  
Churches define themselves via this 
dialogue.  Anne Thomas represented Quakers 
last year.  Bruce claims this is a unique 
opportunity for Friends to have a voice, to 
represent a Quaker perspective.  It was 
decided that each MM will ask for a rep. and 
forward this name to Communications 
Committee, and then to Bruce. 

9. Marilyn Manzer and Michael: Consultation 
and Renewal Working Group (CnR):  This 
group, set up at CYM in 2004, consists of 7 
people across Canada, who will travel with a 
companion and meet with Worship Groups 
and MMs from Sept. to May '06 with a set of 
queries.  The CnR mandate is to consult with 
Friends and Attenders across the country and 
get their ideas, and to recommend ways 
forward which will deepen and nurture our 
spiritual life.   After the group has finished 
their travels, they will have a retreat to 
compile the information for an interim 
report to use in a CYM workshop.  The final 
version will be presented at CYM '07.  

10. CYM '05:    
a) 3 WMM documents on protocols on sexual 

harassment, creating safe places for 
adults and for children.  Sara AvMaat 
reported that a document on Nurturing 
Children in Our Care, was rewritten and 
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sent out.  The document was sent to 
Ministry & Counsels or clerks of MMs to 
be available to all. 

b) Marilyn reported on the Earth Charter: 
As some feel the Charter is in conflict 
with the Peace Testimony, they 
withdrew from endorsing it. 

11. A concern was voiced that the names on 
the excerpted minutes of people attending 
MMs not be included in the Atlantic Friends 
Newsletter, as they could be picked up by 
the wrong people reading the Newsletter 
on the internet.  Edith Miller, who edits the 
Newsletter, will not include names from 
now on in the excerpted minutes. 

12. Meeting ended with a moment of silence at 
3:30 pm. 

 
New England-Atlantic 
Friends Gathering,  
Oct. 7-10, 2005 
Green Hill Lake Camp, NB  
by Edith Miller 
 19 adults and 4 children attended this 
annual gathering, from 1 day to 3 nights, to 
join in worship, fellowship, worship sharing, 
discussion, meeting for readings, and a 
Thanksgiving feast.  8 were from Maine, 15 
from NB, 2 from NS. 
 Friday night ushered in a few Friends so 
it seemed that signup sheets for meal 
preparation and schedule were unnecessary; 
we simply agreed to reassemble after breakfast 
Saturday morning.  In a nice, cozy circle we 
had a rich worship sharing on God, Jesus, a 
living spirit, and on our current interests.   

After lunch and a few more dribbled in, 
we had a more structured meeting in which 
Maida Follini gave a presentation on the Quaker 
Whalers, Michael Miller talked about the 
Consultation and Renewal Working Group (CnR) 
which will be meeting with MMs and Worship 
Groups across Canada, Chris Buckley led yoga 
upstairs in the meeting room, and John Calder 
talked about the Quaker committee on which 
he serves that supports the work at the United 
Nations.   

As CYM representative to QUNO 
(Quaker UN Office) in New York City, John is 
very enthusiastic about the impact Quakers 
have made on the UN.  Many countries have 
signed an agreement on child soldier rights: 
they have to be 18 to be in combat; 17 to be 
recruited.  Progress has also been made on 

issues such as women in prisons in the world, on 
world trade and aid to Africa, on aboriginal 
rights, and on disarmament and peace.  A major 
change in his group is that 5 members are from 
AFSC (American Friends Service Committee) and 
5 from FWCC (Friends World Committee for 
Consultation).                                                

A pretty steady rainfall kept us indoors 
the whole weekend, and since we had not 
planned a field trip, we had more time for 
socializing, singing from the Baptist camp's 
hymnbooks, and playing games by not only the 3 
Miller children but the teenagers, Anna Eyerer 
(Jean Morse's granddaughter) and her friend 
Brian, who came from the Bangor area.  Anna 
also played her violin.  We saw a moose on the 
road right by the camp building, either a doe or 
a calf.  That night we held our Meeting for 
Readings: taking turns reading poems and essays, 
telling tales, and the children doing a skit.   

A gleaning: I noticed that the pancakes I 
was making in a huge frypan insisted on being 
done on their edges at the outer rim of the pan 
before the edges at the centre of the pan were 
done.  Doris Calder called them the "lunatic 
fringe."   

On Sunday 8 people, including 5 from the 
Houlton-Woodstock Worship Group crammed in a 
car, arrived for the day for Meeting for Worship, 
turkey dinner, and a brief go-around.   

Monday morning was occupied in 
cleaning out the refrigerator and dividing up 
leftovers to take home, and bidding heartfelt 
farewells.  The Calders and Millers did the final 
cleaning up and left before noon.  But before 
tackling these chores, we sat down and 
evaluated the gathering.   

I felt that organizing it was rather 
discouraging this year.  I have done practically 
all the organizing of NEAFG for the last 3 years at 
Green Hill Lake and 1 at Tulakadik, where the 
pro's have outweighed the con's.  But this year 
was different.  I found too much coming and 
going, which was inconvenient for scheduling--
not knowing when or even if  people were able 
to come--and a little hectic for settling down in 
the circle.  Admittedly, I did not make 
registration specific enough.  Even though we 
have included in the description of NEAFG that it 
is unscheduled beforehand, people were calling 
me to ask what the schedule was.  I could only 
list the traditional program of a NEAFG which we 
schedule when we get there.  And then it 
happened that fewer Friends came this year as 
last year and for fewer days.  Next year we will 
have proper registration.    
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A second problem was that I didn't 
charge enough for the extra supplies the 
organizers usually bring (e.g. bread, milk, eggs, 
turkey, potatoes) needed to add to potluck.  
The camp charged $160 deposit and 
$9/person/night, though I charged only 
$6/person/day-visitors.  Then I charged 
$6/person/supplies to reimburse the Calders 
and Millers.  (I estimated US $5)  As a result of 
fewer Friends and days spent this year, not 
enough was collected to reimburse me for half 
of the deposit.  Never mind; next year we'll 
charge more unless we can count on a fuller 
house.   

Next year--and we agreed that we want 
to continue having NEAFGs--we are going to 
divide up the organizing tasks: publicity and 
registration, contact for the New Englanders, 
being treasurer, and shopping for the basic 
supplies.  I've asked the camp if we may 
reserve it for 2006. 

Although we missed the oldies--Ben 
Cates, Margaret & David Douglas, Karen Burke, 
Charlotte Ritter, Virginia Towle, Betty 
Peterson, Barb Conway, to name a few of the 
faithful attenders--we were happy to see the 
teens, who participated fully, the 
intergenerational energy, the bustle in the 
kitchen (and the results!), and just the spirit 
that pervaded the weekend. 

                                                                                                                                                                       

 

40th Anniversary Celebration 
of Halifax Monthly Meeting, 
June 19, 2005 
 

Betty Peterson reports that, until the 
last minute, extensive arrangements were made 
to hold the Potluck Picnic celebrating the 40th 
anniversary of the founding of HMM (1964 plus a 
year to grow on) in Pt. Pleasant Park, but 
unseasonable cool dampness necessitated our 
meeting indoors, following Meeting for Worship. 

Good food was plentiful, highlighted by a 
large inscribed birthday cake.  Many invitations 
to former members and attenders were sent 
across Canada by e- mail and snail mail, resulting 
in many acknowledgements which were read 
with pleasure.  We were happy to welcome John 
and Doris Calder, members of NBMM from Long 
Reach, NB, who were mentioned as young, 
enthusiastic student Quakers-to-be in a very 
early letter from Fred Haslam.  Friends from 
Wolfville MM, many of whom were originally from 
HMM, were warmly greeted. 

Betty Peterson, Archivist, gave a brief 
history of the Meeting’s beginnings, 
supplemented by Jean Morse, one of the two 
remaining “originals,” with Muriel Duckworth 
who sent greetings from Quebec.   

Maida Follini, member of NBMM came 
from Amherst, NS, to tell us of her trip to Milford 
Haven in Wales through pictures and her 
research on the Nantucket Whalers who moved 
there following their brief settlement in 
Dartmouth, NS, in the late 1790s. 

Raging Grannies from Atlantic Quakers 
led us in song; Betty has given to the HMM library 
her several photo albums of the last 25 years of 
HMM, AFG and CYM occasions;  a generous 
citation to her work as an Archivist was read. 

As we sang “Simple Gifts” in a large 
closed circle, we gave thanks that 6 Friends and 
families from other widespread Quaker meetings 
had found each other in Halifax and were moved 
to begin a Monthly Meeting.  We also appreciate 
other long-time members, many of them in the 
circle with us, who have continued to serve our 
Meeting. 

We thank the members of the Program 
Committee who planned the picnic: Betty 
Peterson, Jessie Tellez, Claire Henry, Marie 
Welton, Margot Overington and Beulah Gordon. 
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Personals 
Linda Foy, a long-time volunteer for PEDVAC 
(Port Elgin District Voluntary Action Council) 
went to Fredericton September 24 to receive 
the Bob Hall Award on behalf of PEDVAC, 
recognizing the volunteer agency's work in 
community building.  PEDVAC has programs for 
children and adults, and depends upon 
volunteer leaders.  Linda is a member of 
Sackville Worship Group of NBMM. 

Alleson Kase, Ellen Agger, Martha McClure, 
Vince Zelazny, Kathy & John Grant-McLaughlin 
& family, Jane & Andrew Miller & family, and 
Edith & Michael Miller and Nate Miller, all 
enjoyed hearing Joel Miller's band and Christine 
Jensen's band in Fredericton's Harvest Jazz and 
Blues Festival Sept. 15-16. 

Corrie Douma sent something from John 
Osborne, who brought a clipping from The 
Guardian, an apparent letter to the editor: 

At one level George Monbiot is right 
when he says the atoms of which we are com-
posed have been borrowed and will be recycled 
forever.  Darwinism certainly conflicts with 
the fundamentalist view of God, but not every 
religious person is a fundamentalist.  As a 
Quaker I have a rather hazy notion of God as 
being a divine spirit that is present in all of us-
-even in George Monbiot--and I am happy to 
put this alongside evolution and other 
scientific theories. Science has provided some 
plausible explanations for how our world has 
developed. 

If my view of God is too vague and 
uncertain, I am reminded of Peter Ustinov 
when he said that it is the uncertainties which 
unite us: the certainties divide us. 
   - Martin Mansell, Lochwinnoch, Scotland 
  
During Meeting I had been thinking about the 
protestant churches in Holland which have 
united under the name: "the Protest-ant 
Churches of the Netherlands". As a result, 6 
positions of clergy were abolished in 
Amsterdam alone and at least 12 of 23 
churches closed. Along with a decline in church 
attendance there is a lot of re-examination and 
re-interpretation of Scripture being published 
by prominent ministers.  It seems that these 
uncertain-ties have made it possible for 
churches to unite. Undoubtedly economics 
must have played a part as well.           C.D.  
Because Edith & Michael Miller are listed in The 
Directory for Traveling Friends, a Quaker 

couple from Oregon came to stay with them 3 
days in July, Roy Lisi and Leila Snow.  Roy 
wanted to make connections with an Acadian 
family in Memramcook, NB, to whom he was 
related.  Edith found them among the most 
interesting and stimulating traveling Friends in 
the 30 years she and Michael have been in the 
Directory. 
 
Marilyn & Harry Roper celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary on Sept. 17, with a dinner 
and musicale, in the Congregational Church on 
their street in Houlton, ME.  Marilyn played her 
harp with her harp group, Harry played French 
horn and viola, and their sons joined them in 
violin and guitar.  The couple wore accessories in 
the Robertson tartan, Marilyn's heritage. Some 
NBMM Friends happily attended the event along 
with the Houlton community. 
                  

Peace Pole Dedicated in 
Fredericton 
From an article by Everton McLean in The Daily 
Gleaner, Fredericton 

It stood steady in the brisk fall winds 
over a crowd in Officers Square on [Sept. 21]. 

NB's first peace pole, a symbol of the 
desire to put an end to violence, is more than 3 
metres tall, dark blue, and reads: "May Peace 
Prevail on Earth" in English, French, Maliseet, 
and Japanese. 

It was unveiled on the UN International 
Day of Peace, along with 200,000 similar 
monuments in 180 countries around the world. 

The first peace pole was erected in 
Japan after the nuclear bombings of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki in recognition of the end of the 
war.  The Fredericton pole was erected by the 
local Project Ploughshares, a Canadian church 
group promoting peacemaking. 

A celebration of peace followed, with a 
traditional dance by St. Mary's First Nation youth 
dancers Posessom Paul and Autumn Jackart. 

Members of Children's International 
Summer then led in verse, followed by 35 
members from Liverpool Street School choir, who 
performed a song of peace. 

[The author] said he was moved to hear 
his words of peace performed by people so 
young. 

"I see hope.  I see a lot of hope in the 
turnout here, and there's hope in the children 
singing.  There's hope for world peace, and that's 
exactly what we were aiming for in 1945," he 
said. 
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"We didn't expect to come back to 
more violence.  We expected less.  We were 
given a brain to work things out.  We don't 
need guns." 

Lt.-Gov. Hermenegilde Chiasson 
dedicated the peace pole.  He said the pole 
would serve to connect the people of 
Fredericton and NB with other lovers of peace 
worldwide.  But he also said that peace did not 
mean just stopping war. 

"People always think of peace on a 
wide scale--wars and things like that--but I 
think peace is a very personal and intimate 
thing," he said. 

"It's like I was saying in my speech: war 
starts with thoughts of war, peace starts with 
thoughts of peace." 

"I believe [the children] are the ones 
not only hurt physically, but internally in the 
fact that they see the world that is sort of 
being robbed from them," he said. 

Gloria Paul, chairwoman of the 
Fredericton Ploughshares, said the peace pole, 
the International Day of Peace, and the 
ceremony in Officers Square was about claiming 
some of that world back. 

"I think there's a really desperate cry in 
the world for peace and our aim is to leave 
peace for children," she said.  "I think in doing 
this we start with one minute of peace here." 

 

Monthly Meeting Reports 
 

Halifax Friends Meeting 
 
Officers of HMM 2005-06: 
Co-clerks: Corrie Douma, Sylvia Mangalam, 
Donna Smyth 
Treasurer: Margo Overington 
Contact: South Shore WG: Ray & Margery Dahn; 
Antigonish WG: Sara AvMaat; St. John's WG: Liz 
Ohle 
 
Excerpts of Minutes of September 2005 Meeting 
for Worship for Business, Halifax Friends 
Meeting 
 

Program Committee prepared an 
extensive, varied and interesting program for 
the coming months (Adhering to the Peace 
Testimony (How pure should we be?); Holiness 
and Violence (Katie Aven); the Archives (Betty 
Peterson); Experiences in Singapore around the 
death penalty (Robin Neustaeter); Experience 
at Pendle Hill (Sharon MacDonald); Video of 

George Fox;  Reiki Workshop (Ruth Bishop); Our 
Spiritual Journey; Spiritual Nurturing Booklet 
(nominating committee).  

Jessie Tellez and Claire Henry have been 
nominated as local contacts for Canadian Yearly 
Meeting Consultation and Renewal Working 
Group. 

We nominate Sara AvMaat to serve on an 
ad hoc committee on Right Relationships. This 
committee has been charged with the 
preparation of: 
1) a statement on Right Relationships 
2) a children's protocol for the prevention of 
harassment and abuse 
3) a youth protocol for the same purpose 

Summer Meetings for Worship (with 
potlucks) were very well attended, but with 
increased membership many of our homes are 
too small for such events. It was also noted that 
the depth of worship was affected by having the 
potlucks as well. In the spring of 2006 we will 
address the question if it is not time to have 
Meetings for Worship at AST.  

In view of the fact that Meetings for 
Business in Friends’ homes are not well 
attended, we decided to have all M4W4B on the 
first Sunday of each month after Meeting for 
Worship at AST. 

We will ask Representative Meeting to 
send two representatives to the Quaker Initiative 
to End Torture conference at Guilford College in 
June 2006.  We will indicate to Representative 
Meeting that we are prepared to make a 
donation to CYM towards the cost of such a 
representation.  We ask Peter Earley, our 
representative on Canadian Friends Service 
Committee, to bring this conference to the 
attention of the Jails and Justice Committee of 
which he is a member. 

We have received a request to assist a 
mixed Iraq/Armenian family, presently living in 
the U.K., but denied refugee status there, to 
come to Canada as refugees.  We nominate Mel 
Earley, Ruth Baldwin and Nora Kerr to serve on a 
Refugee Support Committee to examine if we 
can be helpful. 

We have received a copy of a panel of 
the Quaker Tapestry at Kendal Friends Meeting 
House from Milford Haven Friends.  Outreach 
Committee will investigate the possibility of 
obtaining more copies and the possibility of 
displaying it at the Quaker House. 

We agree with the suggestion from the 
Atlantic Meeting for Common Concerns that each 
of the Atlantic Friends Meetings appoint a 
representative to the organizing committee of 
Atlantic Friends Gathering. 
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Halifax Friends Meeting 
Excerpt of minutes of October M4W4B of 
Halifax Friends Meeting 
 

In view of changes in personnel and 
policies at the Atlantic School of Theology it is 
decided that the co-clerks will contact the 
appropriate person to arrange a meet-ing in 
order to express our appreciation of our past 
relationship and to come to an understanding 
of our present arrangement.  Clerks will send a 
written confirmation of the meeting.  

Sylvia Mangalam and Barry Thomas who 
had followed the government’s decisions on 
irradiation of food were unable to find the 
proposed regulations in Canada Gazette Part II.  
Barry is of the opinion that barring a huge 
political storm the government would proceed 
with intro-ducing the proposed legislation 
permitting irradiation of chopped beef, 
poultry, shrimp, and mangos.  Some Friends 
want more information.  Some see this as part 
of a larger subject -that of our whole food 
system.  We ask Program committee to 
schedule a workshop on the food we eat and 
the systems that produce it.  Resource people 
at present: Sylvia Mangalam, Barry Thomas, Ed 
Belzer, Donna Smyth. 

Charles Brown will represent us at the 
Atlantic Ecumenical Council in the spring of 
2006.  After due consultation with the 
Communication Committee of Atlantic Friends, 
Charles may also be asked to attend the Heads 
of Churches meeting as a representative of 
Atlantic Friends. 

Meeting House Committee: There is a 
possibility of cooperating with the Green Co-
housing Group which can build up to 8 stories. 
If we participate we can design in a Meeting 
House place.  We ask Meeting House Committee 
to further explore this opportunity.  Friends are 
encouraged to attend a meeting at the School 
of Architecture on Oct. 12, where further 
discussions will take place. 

Outreach Committee: Margot 
Overington is added as a member.  Nominating 
Committee is looking for more members for 
Outreach Committee. 

Refugee Support Committee: It appears 
likely that the committee will be able to meet 
with individuals in the Nova Scotia Nominee 
Program to discuss the possibility of the Faraj 
family immigrating under this program. 

The committee met with Sharon 
MacDonald who is associated with the 
organization, Christians for Refugees.  Sharon 

MacDonald indicated that she is willing to take 
the case to the next meeting of this 
organization. We approve in principle the 
recommendation of the Refugee Support 
Committee to join Christians for Refugees, 
pending the Committee’s report back to us about 
the benefits and obligations this involves.  

War Resisters’ Support: Heather Brown 
will be the contact person for the Atlantic Region 
for the campaign in support of war resisters.  
Friends interested in serving on this committee 
should contact Heather.  

HMM is now registered under the 
Societies Act of Nova Scotia.  Barry Thomas is the 
recognized Agent under the Act. 
 
 

Wolfville Monthly Meeting 
Officers of WMM 2005-06 are: 
Co-Clerks: Marilyn Manzer, Gwenyth Dwyn 
Recording Clerk: Penni Burrell 
Treasurer: Peter MacInnes 
Ministry & Counsel: Peter MacInnes 
Religious Education: Carol Bradley 
 
Minutes to follow in next issue. 
A few brief things of note from October: 

4. Name Change.  Based on the sense of our 
worship sharing we approve in principal changing 
our name to the Annapolis Valley Monthly 
Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends.  We 
ask our Clerks and Treasurer to identify what 
needs to be put in place to formalize this 
change.   
9. Atlantic Friends Gathering Planning.  We 
approve the formation of an AFG Planning 
Committee, to be made up of at least one 
representative from each Monthly Meeting.  We 
appoint Bruce to this Committee.  The Clerks will 
notify the New Brunswick and Halifax Meetings of 
this.  
11. Peace Elder Interview.  Lisa Smith is 
interviewing Canadian Quaker elders who have 
been involved with the Peace Movement as part 
of her graduate work at Concordia University.  To 
date she has not interviewed Atlantic elders.  
She hopes to come in December.  We support 
assisting her with logistical arrangements for this 
to occur. 
12. Atlantic Communications Committee:  
We approve that the mandate of the Atlantic 
Communications Committee includes meeting to 
coordinate activities and opportunities that 
involve the three monthly meetings. 
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New Brunswick MM 
Officers of NBMM 2005-06: 
Clerk: Martha McClure 
Recording Clerk: Vince Zelazny 
Treasurer: Maida Follini 

Excerpts from minutes of NBMM, held 
September 18, 2005, in Edmund Casey Hall of 
St. Thomas University, Fredericton. 8 people 
were present. 

Recognizing that the organization of 
Atlantic Friends Gathering is a substantial 
undertaking, we seek ways to share the 
workload among the three Atlantic Canada 
Monthly Meetings. Whereas in the past the 
responsibility has alternated between Friends 
in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, we now 
approve the formation of an Atlantic Friends 
Gathering Planning Committee, to be composed 
of three members, one from each Monthly 
Meeting. We hope that Wolfville and Halifax 
Monthly Meetings will also approve this 
arrange-ment. We approve Daphne Davey to be 
the first committee member from NB for the 
2006 gathering. 

At the AFG Meeting for Common 
Concerns (see report on p. 2 ff in this issue), 
concern was expressed regarding the publishing 
of MM minutes on the internet, given that 
names are published with the minutes, and 
thus are searchable with internet search 
programs such as Google. We feel that Meeting 
excerpts published in the Atlantic Friends 
newsletter are a more effective tool for 
outreach than publishing unedited minutes. We 
further recognize Friends' right to protect their 
privacy if they so choose, including their 
involvements with Friends, and thus we ask 
that Friends exercise discretion by not 
publishing names with minutes on the internet. 

Atlantic Ecumenical Representation of 
NBMM is sought and, if interested, contact 
Martha.  Your name will need to come to the 
next MM for approval. 

CYM ad hoc committee on sexual 
harassment:  Let Martha know if you are 
interested in serving on this committee, and 
your name will be brought to CYM Nominating 
Committee.  Please have your Worship Group 
consider "Nurturing Children in our Care" 
document and send feedback to CYM clerk. 

Consultation and Renewal Working 
Group--contact people for each worship group 
should have reading material and queries to 
circulate in preparation for Michael’s visit. 

PEI Worship Group 
 
Meeting for Worship continues every Sunday. 
Worship at 11 am, followed by business and 
potluck. Contact Daphne Davey at (902) 675-3501 
or at ddavey@isn.net for venue. 
  Right Use of Financial Resources: 
(1) Atlantic Meeting for Common Concerns: 
Last Sunday, those present were in unity that 
$50 be made available for transporta-tion costs 
for Daphne and Maud Anschutz to attend the 
Atlantic Meeting for Common Concerns on 
September 10, in Amherst, NS (bridge toll plus 
some for gas). For your information, our region 
does not have a Half-Yearly Meeting at which 
regional business can be conducted (the Atlantic 
Friends Gathering, held annually on Victoria Day 
Weekend in May, is a fellow-ship gathering only). 
However, some business or concerns are regional 
in scope, so for several years now the three 
Monthly Meetings (Halifax, Wolfville, and New 
Brunswick) have arranged an annual day of 
information sharing and preparatory discussions 
for decisions to be made at the Monthly Meeting 
level, in the absence of a Half-Yearly Meeting.  
  The sort of agenda items that might 
come up include sharing information on activities 
taking place in one province that is helpful for 
people in another province working on similar 
issues to know about (e.g. networking on 
Alternatives to Violence activities); making 
recommenda-tions to the MMs about 
disbursement of the regional grant for one 
Maritime youth to attend Camp NeeKauNis 
(Quaker camp in Ontario); collaborating on 
itinerary of travelling Friends (e.g. Michael Miller 
for C'nR Working Group of CYM); making 
recommendations for advertising the Quaker 
presence in regional magazines (e.g. "Rural 
Delivery") when a joint ad for Friends' meetings 
in the Maritimes will save everyone money; 
regional responses to issues brought up at CYM … 

 (2) Six months ago, we sent a donation 
of $50 to New Brunswick MM, and agreed to 
consider a further $50 six months later (which 
was August). Back in February, we realized that 
we had never actually made a donation since the 
worship group started up in 1991, although we 
are a constituent group of NBMM. This is not a 
"quota," but it is a matter of conscience! It is not 
"they and "us," it is "us and us." NBMM has certain 
financial obligations: 
- to fill as best we can our annual contribution as 
a MM to the work of Canadian Yearly Meeting 
(this is not a quota, but a recommended level of 
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contribution according to the ability of the MM 
to pay) 
- to cover the administrative costs of the MM 
- to support specific projects of the MM (e.g. 
short-term support of a refugee; long-term 
support of an international develop-ment 
project through CFSC). 
  We have been remiss over the years in 
not offering our share of support towards these 
financial responsibilities, although we made a 
good start to remedy this in February. At that 
time, we were quite flush in the bank, which 
influenced our decision to put some of those 
funds to active use, and to consider further 
support in August. 
  Friends tend to be ambivalent about 
up-front asking for donations--but we shouldn't 
be!… Please consider making your annual (or 
more frequent!) donation to the worship group 
now, as well as give input about a further 
donation of $50 to our New Brunswick MM 
funds. Please forward both donations and 
feedback to Daphne. 
  (3) We agreed to purchase a one-year 
subscription to the "Pastoral Care" newsletter 
published by Philadelphia YM. We have 
received a bulletin summarizing the themes 
and availability of back issues. Many of these 
themes could provide useful information for 
worship groups (e.g. "Inactive members: 
Keeping some and helping others move on"; 
"Grounding newcomers in Quakerism"). 
American Friends present on Sunday 
recommended this newsletter. Cost is US$13 
p.a. 
  Consultation and Renewal Working 
Group (CnR):  The mandate of the CnR group of 
CYM is "to listen to and consult with Friends 
and Attenders across the country and to 
recommend ways forward which will deepen 
and nurture our spiritual life. Our discussions 
will encompass how our Yearly Meeting may 
change in the foreseeable future because of: 
- increasing costs 
- the concern to leave as faint an ecological 
footprint as possible 
- the desire to make our YM a more vital part of 
the lives of Canadian Friends, and difficulties 
inherent in our current structure. 
  Michael Miller (Fredericton WG) will be 
travelling to all MMs and WGs in the region this 
fall and next spring, in order to obtain input.  

An enquiry on Sunday about Michael's 
purpose in visiting prompts me to attempt a 
clearer response than the one I gave at the 
time. As the above mandate describes, the CnR 
group is not exploring our spiritual needs per 

se.  Rather, they are examining how the Yearly 
Meeting can better reach out and touch the 
grass-roots membership at the Monthly Meeting 
level (and vice versa, how individual Friends can 
connect to and support the wider work of Friends 
in Canada through CYM, conducted on their 
behalf). However, given that we are a spiritual 
faith community--and, as Quakers, take our 
spiritual nurture as the basis of "everything" we 
do, including all our business--our spiritual 
health as indivi-duals, as Monthly Meetings, and 
as a yearly meeting, is also the basis of the work 
of this group.  In Quakerdom, the one (spiritual 
base) cannot be separated from the other (the 
"practical" base). 
  NBMM has been experimenting this past 
year with ways to bring the MM and its members 
(the Worship Groups) together for Meeting for 
Worship for Business (M4W4B), given our 
scattered geographic locations (Maine, St. 
Andrews, Fredericton, Saint John, Sackville, and 
PEI). This past year, the clerks (in Fredericton) 
took M4W4B) on the road, travelling in turn to 
each worship group. PEI hosted M4W4B last 
spring. A new arrangement will now be tried, 
whereby the meetings will be held every second 
month, and alternate between Fredericton and 
the Worship Groups. This will merci-fully cut 
down on the clerks' travel, while still bringing 
this special meeting experi-ence to each Worship 
Group. The schedule is yet to be developed.  

"Eyes Wide Open," a project of the 
American Friends Service Committee (AFSC), is 
touring a very poignant display of thousands of 
pairs of army and civilian boots, each pair 
representing a person (US military or Iraqi 
civilian) killed in the Iraq conflict. For further 
information, visit www.afsc.org. Thanks to 
Justine Caudill for bringing this project to our 
attention. 
 
Every articulated sentence is a universe; every 
spoken word is a world along with its sun, and 
every sound you make is a plant, an earth full of 
life. Be aware that, in truth, you are a god to 
words that you utter. They create and support 
worlds that you cannot even imagine, but that 
you may no longer ignore ... If you want to 
follow the way of the Nameless One, do not let 
your words fall from your lips, but let them flow 
softly like a milk of life. Do not let them spring 
forth like a torrent, but let them wash peacefully 
like a cooling wave ... 
["The Way of the Essenes, Christ's Hidden Life 
Remembered," Anne and Daniel Meurois-
Givaudan.] 


