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Editor's Comments 
As this is the last issue of the year, thus 
including the month that contains Christmas, I 
will prematurely wish you all a Merry 
Christmas!                     E.M. 
 

Reviews 
ATLANTIC FRIENDS MEETING FOR 
COMMON CONCERNS 
September 23, 2006, 10:30 a.m. - 3:00 
p.m., Amherst, Nova Scotia 
 
4 members of New Brunswick Monthly Meeting, 
2 from Annapolis Valley MM, and one from 
Halifax MM were present at the home of Maida 
Follini.  Barbara Aikman was chosen as Clerk by 
common consent. Maida Follini agreed to be 
recording clerk. 
 
Report from Halifax Monthly Meeting: Anne 
Thomas gave a report on HMM’s policy 
regarding preventing harm to children and 

suggested that other Meetings take the 
recommended precautions to prevent harm to 
children.  Contact Halifax Monthly Meeting for 
their complete policy. 
 
A New CYM Committee: Anne Thomas  
reported that a new Canadian Yearly Meeting 
committee has been formed to oversea policy 
and procedures about Right Relationships.  
Atlantic Friends on this committee are Bruce 
Dienes and Sara AvMaat. 
 
Report on Canadian Yearly Meeting in 
Session, Winnipeg, 2006: The overall theme of 
CYM this year was “Peace Within, With Others 
and With the Earth.”  
 Workshop on A Quaker Approach to 
Anger: Carol Bradley reported that she had 
attended the workshop given by George Lakey.  
Twenty-nine people attended it. 
 Bible Study: Katie Aven of Annapolis 
Valley Monthly Meeting gave the Bible Study, 
which was very well attended.  She used the 
four gospels and “the 5th gospel was your own 
personal one.”  She gave out materials and her 
notes for private devotions.   

Consultation and Renewal Working 
Group (CnR).  Their report and 
recommendations can be read on the CYM 
website.  The Group found that visitations 
often turned out to be instructional for the 
groups visited.  They found a need for 
education in Friends’ testimonies and history, 
as some individuals and groups had little 
knowledge of Friends’ background. 
 Continuing Meeting of Ministry & 
Counsel (CMM&C) presented concerns they had 
heard occurring at Monthly Meetings. They used 
skits to demonstrate problems. Some of the 
concerns were: care of the elderly; Sunday 
School; suicide; diversity of theologies, 
including differences related to Christian vs. 
non-Christian backgrounds. 
 Lesley Read was accepted as CMM &C 
member from Atlantic Canada.  There is one 
more unfilled position for an Atlantic Friend. 
 A concern of CMM&C is that Meetings 
encourage persons to make preparation for 
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death by providing enough information for a 
funeral and burial.  They suggest having papers 
available, and ask members to fill them out, so 
that Meetings will know how to provide for the 
memorial service and burial. 
 The Discipline Review Committee 
continues to update our Organization & 
Procedure. 
 The Sunderland P. Gardner Lecture was 
given by Murray Thomson. 

CYM agreed on two statements:                    
    1. Working Toward a Culture of Peace, which 
followed the Gardner lecture. CYM wants to 
have the statement taken to other churches 
and to the community. 
    2. A letter regarding the Middle East 
situation. 
 Friends General Conference (FGC) staff 
and Friends United Meeting (FUM) delegates 
attended. The FUM delegate, Terry Jones, felt 
that the unprogrammed meeting process had 
much to give in business meetings, by putting 
love into practice on the floor of the business 
meeting. 
    The clerk of Ottawa Monthly Meeting 
expressed that we should keep the door open 
to FUM, even though there are differences in 
policy between CYM and FUM. 
    This was the year for review of CYM’s 
affiliation with other bodies. 
 Quaker Chaplains:  CYM is establishing 
a review regarding the naming of Quaker 
chaplains.  The current process is not working 
well.   
 Winnipeg Monthly Meeting: There is 
now an active Friends Meeting in Winnipeg, 
including members Rick McCutcheon and Elaine 
Bishop among others.  The Mennonite College 
was a good venue, and due to good publicity, 
there was a good turnout of community people 
in attendance, along with Friends.  There were 
about 150 Friends attending—a somewhat small 
CYM in session. 
 After adjourning for a potluck lunch, 
the Atlantic Meeting for Common Concerns 
continued in the afternoon. 
 
 Planning Committee for CYM in Session, 
2007, August 3 to 11, Windsor, Nova Scotia: 
Carol Bradley, Clerk of the CYM program 
committee, reported CYM 2007 will be held at 
Kings-Edgehill School in Windsor.  She 
described the difficulty of finding ideal venues 
that combined low cost, facilities for camping 

and a cooperative kitchen, nearness to major 
airports, and accessibility.    

Kings-Edgehill has a new auditorium 
with accessible washrooms, and a new cook.  
Kings-Edgehill does not have adequate 
accessibility to dorms and classrooms for those 
who find stairs difficult. Other facilities were 
lacking in one or the other of the requirements. 
Sites need to be able to house about 180 
people, usually 130 adults and about 20 
children. 

We need to plan two years ahead, to 
reserve facilities.  CYM 2008 will be in 
Camrose, Alberta.  In 2009, we will be in 
Southern Ontario.  

The program for 2007 will of course 
include: Quaker study and the Gardner Lecture.  
Persons with a desire to present a session 
should contact the Program Committee with 
proposals for their Special Interest Group.  The 
Program Committee has decided to set aside 
Wednesday afternoon for Free Time, which can 
include swimming, and trips to Grand Pré or 
other sites; followed by a barbecue at King’s- 
Edgehill School.   

Local Arrangements: The three 
Maritime Meetings share in the local 
arrangements.  Needed tasks are as follows: 
    Food Coop: Annapolis Valley Meeting has 
agreed to take on this task. 
    Transportation: 
    Inter-generational Meeting on Saturday Night 
(could be music, contra-dancing, etc.) 
    Public Relations & Media, 
    Outreach: would include interviews on radio, 
gaining community attention. 
    Children’ Program. It is suggested that 
Halifax and New Brunswick Monthly Meetings 
each take on an age group.  There could be a 
small honorarium for one person at each age 
group and the supervisor will be paid. 
 We need a curriculum for each age 
group which the leader could take and use.  It 
was suggested we acquire materials from 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting.   
 It was pointed out that the CYM 
Religious Education Committee has general 
responsibility for the Children’s Program, and 
should coordinate with the Local Arrangements 
committee. 
 As always, there is a pressing need for 
volunteers to assist with the Children’s 
Program. 
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 Meetings are urged to adopt tasks 
which are necessary and which they can 
accomplish. 
 
Announcements:  
   
Friends World Committee for Consultation:  
 Newsletter: Barbara Aikman announced 
that the FWCC will publish an electronic 
newsletter once a month.  October, 2007 will 
be the 70th anniversary of FWCC.  They are 
calling for submissions for the anniversary 
Newsletter. 
 Fundraising: FWCC is having a fund-
raising campaign. Individuals can donate to 
FWCC through CYM and receive a tax receipt. 
Donations should be made out to CYM, but 
marked with the direction “for FWCC”. 
 FWCC Triennial in Ireland:  CYM agreed 
to send a 2nd delegate to the FWCC Triennial in 
Ireland.   The Nominating Committee will 
nominate the delegate.  Monthly Meetings 
should suggest names.  The current CYM 
delegate to FWCC is Virginia Dawson of Yonge 
Street (Ontario) Monthly Meeting.  
 CFSC sends an observer who currently 
is Lynne Phillips. 
 FWCC Annual Meeting this year was in 
Guatemala. 
 FWCC is changing its schedule of 
meetings. After 2007, the next meeting will be 
a World Gathering in 2012. 
 
 

NEW ENGLAND-ATLANTIC 
FRIENDS GATHERING 2006 
 
NEAFG 2006 was held for the fourth year at 
Green Hill Lake Camp in NB, on the 
Thanksgiving weekend, Oct. 6-9. 
 
Cozily seated in overstuffed furniture of the 
"Sanctuary" building, we went around the 
circle, re-acquainting ourselves and sharing 
thoughts and activities of ourselves and our 
Meetings over the year. 
 
The view from this room, of blazing trees and 
glorious sunsets over the lake, refreshed us. 
 
In another Meeting we reminisced about old 
Friends who were not with us any more: 
Margaret Douglas, from Pocasset, 
Massachusetts, who died in the past year; and 

Charlotte Ritter, from Camden and 
Damariscotta Friends Meeting in Maine, who 
died in August.  Al Norton brought copies of a 
biographical memorial of Charlotte.   
 
David Douglas was unable to drive the distance 
and therefore could not pick up Virginia Towle 
on the way from Cape Cod to Meredith, New 
Hampshire.  We wrote cards to David and 
Virginia and other old Friends who could not 
come: Ben Cates, Barbara Conway, and Karen 
Burke.   
The names of cherished people in the past who 
had given so much to the Friends Society and 
the world, whom someone referred to as 
"Quaker heroes," were also passed around to 
remember— Clarence Pickett, Rufus Jones, 
Mary Hoxie Jones, Fred Haslam, Douglas 
Steere, and others. 
 
We had a Meeting for Worship.  In a Meeting for 
Readings we read poetry and essays, and 
Michael sang a few lines from his new cantata 
set to words of Henry Bugbee's philosophy. 
 
Saturday was the major day of activity, as some 
of us were planning to go to St. Andrews to 
Maria Recchia's wedding on Sunday.  So some 
came for the day: the Houlton contingent of 
Harry and Marilyn Roper, Mary and Ray 
Boucher, and Allison Connell; and from 
Fredericton Marilee Reimer, Chris Adam, and 
Meili, the only child present. 
 
Beautiful music was played before two meals 
by Harry Roper on violin, Mary-Lib Eyerer on 
flute and cello, and Michael on piano.  
Although we had no grand turkey to cook and 
carve, we did very we ll with preparations of 
squash, creamed onions, salad, and mashed 
potato to accompany turkey slices and pumpkin 
pies. 
 
The group of 17 people parted Sunday after 
lunch, as Doris and John Calder, Edith and 
Michael, and Betty Peterson left for Maria 
Recchia's wedding.  The remaining few—Jean 
Morse and Mary-Lib—decided to go home.  On 
the way to St. Andrews the Millers took Claire 
Henry to Fredericton for a bus to Halifax.  A 
description of the wedding is below.  
 
On Monday morning, Al Norton and the Millers 
had a simple cereal and coffee breakfast, 
before tackling the refrigerator.  We cleaned it 
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out and, as usual, as much was taken back as 
had been brought in the beginning!  Cleaning 
up was easy, as dry feet had not tramped in 
wet spots.  The Millers left the camp at 10:45 
a.m. and next day sent a check for the fees to 
the camp director.  We came out comfortably 
in the black.   
 
The camp director has reserved the place for 
next year same time, but we will have to 
decide whether we want to continue this 
gathering-retreat.  Numbers of participants are 
dwindling, especially those from far-off places 
in Nova Scotia and New England, and those who 
are aging and find it difficult or impossible to 
attend. Admittedly, the group was split up 
when some went to the wedding, but if there 
had been more in attendance there would have 
been more to stay and keep company with one 
another.  However, the short time the few of 
us had together was quality time.   
 
Betty Peterson opines that, "I hope we go back 
there.  I do hope we can continue.  Wish we 
could share the load with you. … 
I thought our session Saturday night was very 
good sharing.  It was very interesting to see the 
CnR report. … I, too, was very regretful leaving 
Al and Claire. … Coming home, I stayed 
overnight with Lesley Read in Sackville and 
next day had lunch with her and Linda Foy.  
Then that spectacular train ride though fall 
colours! a climax to summer!"   
 
Marilyn Roper comments, "We enjoyed being 
with you and the others at Green Hill Lake and 
thanks again for arranging the meeting.  Next 
year might be better at your [Millers'] house if 
the crowd is small. Glad to hear of the 
joyfulness of Maria's wedding."  
 
Barbara Conway writes in thanks for sending 
her the notes from NE-AFG, "I was with you all 
in spirit," and in thanks for the obituary of 
Charlotte Ritter. "She was a very special 
F/friend and will be very much missed.  She 
stayed with me a couple of years ago and hiked 
with Sara here and in Cape Breton."   

 
 
 

THE WEDDING OF MARIA 
RECCHIA AND TODD WATTS—
FIRST QUAKER WEDDING IN NEW 
BRUNSWICK 
 
The first Quaker wedding in NB—save, perhaps, 
for when the first Quakers came in the 18th 
century—was held October 8, 2006, in the 
newly preserved Pagan Point Nature Preserve 
at the tip of St. Andrews, NB, as Maria Recchia 
and Todd Watts said their vows to each other.  
Todd is from New Jersey, near Trenton, and 
has settled down with Maria in her new hay 
bale house just north of St. Andrews.  He is an 
artisan, carving birds of wood and restoring 
houses and antiques. 
 
What pageantry!  A procession of the bride- and 
groom-to-be and their families were led by 
gkisedtanamoogk (Wampanoag) and his hand-
drum, John Calder (NBMM marriage clerk), and 
Hugh Agaki (Passamaquoddy chief) along the 
beach.  A goodly crowd of friends waited as the 
bridal party crossed a little stream and joined 
them in a circle.   
 
First the two elders offered their blessings and 
smudged the couple.  Betty Peterson explains, 
"Hugh Agaki formally welcomed all present to 
Passamaquoddy land.  Indian Point [at end of 
what we call St. Andrews] has been disputed to 
the present day.  After much negotiation with 
the St. Andrew's Village Board, they have not 
built apartment complexes to the very end, but 
made it a park, although the trailer park is a 
sore point."   
 
Hugh also addressed Nature Trust of NB 
members and friends at the formal opening on 
Aug. 10, of the park now called Pagan Point 
Nature Preserve, joking that he was glad it was 
called a Preserve.  
 
"Marie has been active with Native people in 
her work with communities," continues Betty, 
"especially Hugh and gkisedtanamoogk, and she 
asked them to participate with aboriginal 
prayer, song and sacred ritual." 
 
John Calder presented appropriate Quaker 
words of commemoration of the wedding, 
emphasizing that the couple were marrying 
each other, while the rest of us were 
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witnesses.  He held up the marriage certificate 
and announced that we would hold a short 
period of silence.  Out of the silence no one 
spoke except John, who recited a lovely Emily 
Dickinson poem: 
    That Love is all there is, 
    Is all we know of Love; 
    It is enough, the freight should be 
    Proportioned to the groove. 
 
Maria, crowned with a beautiful floral wreath, 
and Todd, with a floral swag, made their vows.  
Everyone laughed and hugged and took 
pictures, and then recessed to the All Saints 
Anglican Church hall for the reception. 
 
Upon entering the hall one could not tell that 
the wedding was anything but conventional.  
White-clothed long tables dressed with fruit 
arrangements and shining glasses and place 
settings filled the hall, and many plates and 
casseroles contributed by many friends offered 
delicious morsels for every taste.  The towering 
wedding cake, topped by another arrangement 
of flowers, was cut by Maria, who fed a piece 
to Todd. 
 
Then the tables were lifted aside as musicians 
strode to the dais with a variety of stringed 
instruments to play a rich, old-fashioned, 
country music.  Maria and Todd started off with 
a slow waltz, and when Michael Miller joined 
the musicians on piano—his debut on country 
style—guests formed lines for contradancing. 
 
John Calder deserved the fun of dancing, after 
all the paperwork involved in registering the 
wedding and nervousness of saying the right 
things! 
 
 

US WAR RESISTER SPEAKS AT 
UNIVERSITY OF NEW BRUNSWICK 
On Oct. 19, Corey Glass spoke on "Countering 
Global Counter-Insurgency," at UNB, in an 
event sponsored by the UNB-STU Social Justice 
Society, Fredericton Peace Coalition, and 
Citizens Press. 
 
"I knew war was wrong before I went," stated 
Corey Glass in Toronto Star, Sept. 1, "but I 
signed a contract and I was going to fulfill my 
end of the bargain, right or wrong, and 
eventually my conscience just caught up with 
me….I feel horrible for being a part of it.  If I 

could apologize to those people [Iraqis], every 
single one, I would." 
 
Jeff Brown, of Fredericton Worship Group and 
UNB History teacher, was one of the speakers 
at the event making connections between the 
invasion of Iraq, Canada's controversial role in 
Afghanistan, Canada's Middle East policy, and 
corporate and military presence on campus.  
Jeff critiqued Canada's Role in Afghanistan. 
 
In a Here, Oct. 19-25 newspaper, Glass 
explains, "When I joined the National Guard, 
they told me the only way I would be in combat 
is if there were troops occupying the United 
States.  I signed up to defend people and do 
humanitarian work filing sandbags if there was 
a hurricane; I should have been in New Orleans, 
not Iraq." 
Lee Zaslofsky is co-ordinator of the War-
Resisters Support Campaign, a group trying to 
secure status for conscientious objectors 
(http://resisters.ca).  The group has gathered 
35,000 signatures on petitions demanding 
Canada treat Iraq objectors the same way we 
treated Vietnam resisters.  Zaslovsky says in 
the Here article that, "We aren't just treating 
this as a legal matter, but also a political 
matter.  We think Canada has an obligation to 
protect these people who are coming north 
because they are taking the same position that 
Canada did: opposing the war." 
 

 
LETTER TO GOVERNMENT OF 
CANADA CONCERNING CURRENT 
CRISIS IN THE MIDDLE EAST  
Excerpts from this letter, sent Oct. 5, 2006, 
from Beverly Shepard, as Clerk of Canadian 
Yearly Meeting, follow: 
 
"It is essential that steps be taken to ensure a 
lasting peace [between Israel and Lebanon], 
including a call to end arms shipments of all 
kinds to all contending parties.  Furthermore, 
we urge the Canadian government to follow a 
balanced policy in the pursuit of secure and 
sustainable states in Lebanon, Palestine, and 
Israel, and to ensure a better and peaceful life 
for all their peoples.  A balanced policy, or 
neutrality, does not mean turning our backs on 
the conflict, but approaching it without bias 
towards either one side or the other. 
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"A next step should be the setting up of a 
Conference on Security and Cooperation in the 
Middle East, similar to that established in 
Europe after World War II. 
 
"We call upon our government to support 
multilateral efforts to achieve these ends—
particularly those undertaken through the 
United Nations—including resolution of the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, which underlies 
much of the violence that has so long existed in 
the region."  
 
The letter was sent to PM Stephen Harper, NDP 
leader Jack Layton, 8 Liberal party leaders, and 
Maxine Kaufman-Lacusta sento it to all 
organizations and activists she knows in 
Palestine and Israel. 

 
 
MT. CARLETON PARK CONCERN 
Marilyn Roper alerts Atlantic Friends to a 
situation about Mt. Carleton Park in north-
central NB:   
 
"Apparently, the Province is having trouble 
paying the costs for doing the upkeep [of Mt. 
Carleton Park] and has suggested it be turned 
over to private hands.  Many Traditional 
Mi'kmaq and Maliseet are very, very concerned 
about this.   
 
"A statement of concern from Friends would be 
helpful. Tina Martin (506-273-5530) of Tobique 
[Reserve] is the one to call for more 
information. She released on Sept. 7, 2006 a 
press release entitled:  
 

BREACH OF PROTECTORATE DUTY 
MALISEET AND MI'KMAQ NATIONS REAFFIRM MT. 

CARLETON THEIR TERRITORY 
 
"New Brunswick could turn over the park as 
early as Nov., the release says.  I was asked to 
be a 3rd Party Observer by Ervin Polchies 
[Woodstock Maliseet] at a Mi'kmaq and Maliseet 
Gathering the weekend of Sept. 9-10 and was 
there at Mt. Carleton. Please share this with 
Friends." 
 
 
 

Personals 
 
Quaker Marriage:  Maria Recchia and Todd 
Watts, NBMM Attenders, St. Andrews, NB, Oct. 
8, 2006. 
 
Quaker Membership:  Marilee Reimer, NBMM, 
Oct. 8, 2006. 
 
Marilyn and Harry Roper write, "We have just 
returned from a deeply spiritual Pax Christi 
retreat with Fr. John Dear, S.J.  He is only 47 
years old, has written over 20 books, 
participated in countless peace actions, been in 
jail numerous times, and protected the poor by 
living with them in El Salvador and Guat. during 
death squad times (which are returning 
because of mining interests in El Sal.). What a 
guy! I'm now reading a journal he wrote while 
he was on retreat in 1999 at Thomas Merton's 
hermit cabin in Kentucky. … Peace and Love, 
Marilyn" 

------------------------ 
 

Sandra Ireland (PEI Worship Group) writes, 
"Dear Friends, Laura Calder, daughter of Doris 
and John Calder, is featured in an article in 
Saltscapes, a magazine about Atlantic Canada, 
September/October 2006, page 56: 'Cooking 
with Laura Calder -- French flair' (authored by 
Marie Nightingale). Isn't that just the nicest 
article about Laura Calder!!! Such a pretty 
young woman, and very talented. 
 
"Also, congratulations to Laura on her new 
television show, 'French Food at Home', to be 
aired on the Food Network in January 2007. 
 
"If you prefer reading Laura's cookbook, the 
publisher is Harper Collins, French Food at 
Home, Laura Calder, 2003.  The library will 
probably have a copy of her book and 
the Sept./Oct. SaltScapes if you don't happen 
to find either at the bookstore.   

"In Friendship, Sandra Ireland" 
 

------------------------ 
 
Betty Peterson writes:  "Nora Kerr (Halifax MM) 
took a poetry-writing course with Carol Langille 
(South Shore Worship Group).  The assignment 
was to take a well known quote from a poet, 
and write a poem on it."  The quote, by Emily 
Dickinson: "I'm nobody/ Who are you?….Are you 
nobody too?" 
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 of no account 
our underground is everywhere unseen 
our lives are engineered to sink or rise       the 
categories change by times it's skin 
or money   sex or age   the strong devise 
more ways to hold on fast to what they    
      own 
a rival's smallest gain is judged their loss 
resented   feared and fought   the weak's 
      least moan 
 denied   to those defined a worthless class 
   
  
we get to choose this much   resist or keep 
our place   accept a life reduced allowed  to 
seek some way to meager comfort 
      sleep 
or chip and slice at limits   stand unbowed 
and not alone   then join and lift as one 
though long dismissed   we'll wake to 
      glimpse some sun 
 

------------------- 
 
Linda Foy writes, "I'll be at the Tatamagouche 
Centre [the Oct. 21-22 weekend] for the annual 
meeting of several committees that I help out 
with in my new (interim) job with the United 
Church. 
 
"These committees are the ones doing the 
'Faith in Action' work locally and  
internationally--somewhat like our CFSC, but 
on a Maritime level.  So it's good work, and 
although, due to fairly heavy work 
commitments, I'm not able to get away very 
often, I'm trying to witness Quaker values and 
beliefs in the wider Christian community." 

----------------------- 
 
Linda Foy, Michael Miller, John McKendy, and 
Vince Zelazny have facilitated 2 AVP 
(Alternatives to Violence Project) workshops at 
Dorchester Penitentiary this fall, both quite 
satisfactory ones. 

 
----------------------- 

 
In Memoriam 
Bruce Dienes reports that on October 17, Tessa 
Dienes died in Kentville, NS, of heart failure. 
Quakers and Baptists joined in a service for her 
the following Saturday.  Tessa had a long, loyal 
marriage to Zoltan Dienes from Wolfville to 
Totnes, Devon, England.  Michael and I were 

happy to host them on their way between 
Wolfville and Montreal for a few years and to 
visit them in their rural home in Totnes. I will 
cherish the memory of the petite, golden-
haired, and generous and spirited Tessa.         
E.M. 
 
Penni Burrell reports that the funeral for Tessa 
"was very moving, and honored her well," and 
attached the obituary, excerpted below. 
 
"Tessa - 85, Wolfville, Kings Co., beloved wife, 
mother and grandmother, passed away gently 
on October 17, 2006, in the Valley Regional 
Hospital, Kentville. She is survived by Zoltan 
Dienes, her devoted husband of 68 years; 
children [including] Bruce Dienes with his wife 
Gwenyth, Canaan; [11] grandchildren and 11 
great-grandchildren.   
 
"Tessa was born in London, England, on 
November 18, 1920. It was there, when she was 
merely 10 years old, that she met the charming 
14-year-old Hungarian named Zoltan. Their life 
together took them through Europe, Australia, 
South America, the United States and Canada. 
Tessa had found faith in Jesus and was a deeply 
spiritual woman who was very moved by life.  
She loved children, poetry, dance and all things 
beautiful. Close friends and family all over the 
world will miss her dearly.  
 
"A funeral service will be held at 3 p.m., 
Saturday, October 21, in Wolfville United 
Baptist Church. Rev. Barry Morrison and 
members of the Annapolis Valley Quaker 
Meeting will lead the service. A reception will 
immediately follow the service in the church 
hall. All are welcome to attend. Interment will 
be a private ceremony at Willowbank 
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, donations in 
memory of Tessa will be accepted by the 
Wolfville Area Inter-Church Council, earmarked 
for the Food Relief Program. Send donations to 
WAICC, Box 2270, Wolfville, B4P 2N5, or donate 
online at www.waicc.org. Participation in the 
Operation Christmas Child shoebox gift program 
would also delight Tessa. Information is found 
at www.samaritanpurse.ca/occ. Online 
condolences may be made through: 
www.annapolisvalleyfuneralhome.com"  
 
Sometime in November, a memorial web site 
will be created at 
http://memorials.dienes.name/tessa 
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Conversations With God (#14) 
 

/ v v v à /  v v v à /  v v v à / v v à / 
 
 

The time has come to talk again from heart to 
heart with you now. 

I know in spite of all my pain, to your great 
wisdom I must bow. 

I beg you, Lord, forgive me now for all the 
wrongs that I’ve done, 

As I accept the saving act done on the cross by 
your Son! 

 
I thank you, Lord, for Tessa’s life that you’ve 

allowed me to share, 
Please do forgive if I did not show the required 

loving care! 
In beautiful heavenly peace of your great love 

let her stay 
And I do hope that it’s your Will that I should 

go the same way! 
 
I realize that on the cross you paid the debt for 

our sins! 
If we accept your sacrifice, a very new life 

begins! 
Dear Jesus Christ, forgive me now that I’ve 

ignored you so long, 
Your sacrifice, it has assured that I to you do 

belong! 
 
Look at my pain! It is not much, if it’s 

compared to your deed, 
You’d taken on all human guilt, which back to 

life us could lead, 
Of what remains of my Earth-life, I consecrate 

all to you, 
And I will try to stay in faith with you oh Christ, 

through and through! 
 

 
Zoltan P. Dienes 

21st of October, 2006 
(The day Tessa was buried) 

Monthly Meeting Reports 
 

Halifax Monthly Meeting 
Excerpts of Minutes of Halifax Monthly Meeting-
for-Worship-for-Business, September 10, 2006, 
Kings’ Room, Atlantic School of Theology 
 
 Norwich & District Museum Project:  
Betty Peterson reported that short biographies 
and pictures of Muriel Duckworth, Sylvia 
Mangalam and Betty Peterson were sent to the 
museum to be exhibited among other Quakers 
at the request of Kerry Gill, curator.  The 
exclusion of more Friends was due to a very 
short deadline. We may continue this collection 
this fall for ourselves if there is interest. 
 Clearing by Noon Peace Concert:  
Betty Peterson reported that the concert 
before an overflowing crowd was a great 
success. HMM contributed to the making of 
their CD and the profits will go to the Halifax 
Peace Coalition and the Voice of Women. This 
June the trio will be featured in concert and 
workshops at the World Peace Forum in 
Vancouver, BC. 
 Archives: Betty Peterson reported that 
the HMM minutes and select material from 
2001-2005 have been sent to the CYM Archives, 
care of Jane Zavitz-Bond. 
 Approximately eight Friends 
participated in the Gay Pride Parade with the 
"Quakers for Peace" banner. 
 Friends felt that the decision to 
continue our Meeting for Worship at the AST 
Kings Room during the summer was a successful 
experiment. Attendance at Meetings for 
Worship during July was between 20 – 25, and 
slightly lower in August, and included many 
visitors.  
 Update on implementation of minute 
on the Abuse Protocol 
Chris Richards presented the report. We 
received this report with thankfulness for the 
work, faith, persistence and diligence of those 
who worked on it. 
 
Atlantic Friends Communication Committee:  
Jessie Tellez reported. Friends were asked to 
bring their concerns or agenda items to Claire 
Henry or Mel Earley (members of Atlantic 
Friends Communications Committee) for 
consideration by the Meeting for Common 
Concerns, on September 23. In particular, 
Friends were asked to bring concerns that are 
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important to us and may be important to other 
Atlantic Friends’ Meetings, such as Local 
Arrangements Committee for CYM, Sexual 
Harassment and YM Children’s Programme. 
 Letter from Carol Bradley on Local 
Arrangements Committee CYM 2007: 
In its preparations for CYM 2007, Local 
Arrangements Committee is seeking Halifax 
Friends to volunteer. The first meeting of Local 
Arrangements Committee was at the home of 
Carol Bradley in Windsor, NS.  It was hoped 
that Mel Earley of Halifax MM and Margot 
Overington of YM Programme Committee would 
also be attending this meeting.   
 KAIROS Meeting:  The regional KAIROS 
Meeting took place on Sept 29-Oct 1 at the 
Tatamagouche Centre. 
 Membership in Atlantic Ecumenical 
Council:  Some members of this meeting have 
expressed interest in becoming representatives 
to this council, of which Halifax MM is not 
currently a member. Jessie Tellez will provide 
more information on the mandate of the 
council for Friends to consider for the next 
Meeting for Worship for Business. 
 Request for assistance from Bangladesh 
organization to attend the Micro Credit 
Summit:  Alleson Kase presented the request 
received by CFSC from GUP, a large 
Bangaledeshi peace and development 
organization, for its executive director S.A. 
Wahab to attend the Micro Credit Summit in 
Halifax. We minuted our support of this 
request. Sylvia Mangalam has agreed to provide 
accommodation and airport transportation. 
Finance Committee has agreed to provide some 
financial assistance towards his expenses while 
in Halifax. We ask CFSC to consider donating 
funds towards his airfare and/or registration. 
The clerks will forward this minute to CFSC. 
 Request from CYM for FWCC Triennial 
delegate:  CYM Nominating committee is 
seeking nomination for the Friends World 
Committee for Consultation Triennial. Friends 
who are interested should contact Jessie Tellez 
or Claire Henry from Halifax MM nominating 
committee. 
 
Halifax Monthly Meeting 
Excerpts of Minutes of Halifax Monthly Meeting-
for-Worship-for-Business, October 1, 2006, 
Kings’ Room, A.S.T. 

We give special thanks to Corrie and 
Atze Douma and Donna Smyth for their past 

work for the Meeting, and recently for help 
with dealing with the problems of the 
transition from one set of Clerks and handlers 
of communications to another. 

The Abuse Protocol: Friends are 
reminded that volunteers to work with children 
are encouraged to obtain a Criminal Records 
Check, cost of which has been increased from 
$10.00 to $12.00, and which will be reimbursed 
by the Treasurer with a receipt. 

Membership in the Atlantic Ecumenical 
Council: Jessie Tellez reported on behalf of 
HMM.  M4W4B decided not to pursue 
membership as a Meeting at this time. 

Ministry and Counsel:  Ed Belzer 
reported.  Members this year are:  Ed Belzer, 
Kathryn Belzer, Nora Kerr, Sharon MacDonald, 
Ruth Main, Sylvia Mangalam, Chrys Richards, 
Jessie Tellez.  Please contact any member to 
let us know of matters to which the committee 
should attend.  

Services/Devices for the Deaf and Hard 
of Hearing:  In response to an inquiry, we have 
asked Program Committee to schedule a 
discussion to consider what we might do in this 
regard. 

SCHEDULE OF HMM MEETINGS & EVENTS 

Sat., November 4:  Introduction to Quakers, 
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the home of Barry and 
Anne Thomas, Tangier, NS.  Light lunch will be 
provided.  Those wishing to stay for supper are 
asked to bring something for potluck. 

Sun., November 5:  Meeting for 
Worship at A.S.T., Halifax, 10:30 a.m., 
followed by Meeting-for-Worship-for-Business 

Sun., November 12:  Meeting for 
Worship at A.S.T., Halifax, 10:30 a.m.; and in 
Dartmouth, 10:30 a.m. at the home of Atze 
and Corrie Douma, 22 Lorne Avenue 

Sun., November 19:  Meeting for 
Worship at A.S.T., Halifax, 10:30 a.m. 

Sat., November 25 – Sun., 26:  
Spiritual Retreat to be led by Doris and John 
Calder 
Based on William Taber’s The Four Doors, the 
Calders will lead a spiritual retreat exploring 
how to deepen our understanding of worship.  
On Sunday the 26th, after Meeting for Worship, 
the Calders will lead us into the final phase of 
the retreat.                     

Sun., November 26:  Meeting for 
Worship at A.S.T., Halifax, 10:30 a.m.; and in 
Dartmouth, 10:30 a.m. at the home of Atze 
and Corrie Douma, 22 Lorne Avenue 
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Annapolis Valley Monthly 
Meeting 

 
Penni Burrell reports the following: 
"We're now meeting at a new location - the 
meeting room of 'Just Us' café just off exit 10 
of hwy. 101.  We have decided to hold all our 
meetings at 10:30 Sunday, rather than have an 
evening one for potluck.  We are both 
experimenting with the location of the pot 
lucks, at noon, and considering other forms of 
socializing that might better meet our needs.  
We have decided to read a Query at the 
beginning of each Meeting  
for Worship. 

"We have a new Clerk, Bruce Dienes - 
we thank Marilyn Manzer for her many years of 
dedicated service as our Clerk.  
 
"We have a new family who moved into the 
area.  The Wightmans have spent a year 
traveling on a boat and have relocated here for 
a few years.  The family of four has joined us 
for a number of meetings, and we welcome 
their long-standing experience as a Quaker 
family, originally from the U.S." 
 

 
New Brunswick Monthly Meeting 
 
Sept. 23:   At a Meeting of New Brunswick 
Friends at Amherst, Nova Scotia, Saturday, 
September 23, 2006, held prior to the Atlantic 
Friends Meeting for Common Concerns, John 
and Doris Calder reported for the Clearness 
Committee for the Marriage of Maria Recchia 
and Todd Watts that the Clearness Committee 
had visited with the couple and interviewed 
them, and reported there were no obstacles in 
the way of the marriage.  New Brunswick 
Friends present, Maida Follini, Jane Robertson, 
Doris Calder and John Calder, approved of 
holding the marriage under the care of New 
Brunswick Monthly Meeting. 

 
Oct. 8:   The membership of Marilee Reimer 
was accepted with joy at the New England-
Atlantic Friends Gathering at the time Houlton 
Friends joined us, on Oct. 8 at Green Hill Lake 
Camp, NB. 

Fredericton Worship Group  
 
Fredericton. too, has changed its location and 
scheduling. It will still rotate its weekly Sunday 
Meetings for Worship in Friends' homes but wi ll 
also try one Meeting a month in a public place.  
Starting Sunday, Oct. 29, Friends will also meet 
in a café, the "Underground Café" in the 
Charlotte Street Arts Centre.  Meeting in a 
room in St. Thomas University is TBA in Nov.  
Meetings will now start at 10:00 a.m. but 
participants are asked to come 15 min. early to 
get settled.  It is hoped that the new public 
places may encourage new people to the 
Society of Friends.  Fredericton, too, has a new 
family in town who are interested in joining the 
Meetings. 
 

 
Prince Edward Island  
Worship Group 
We were recently joined by Amy Ortez, a new 
first-year student at the Atlantic Veterinary 
College in Charlottetown. Amy is a Friend from 
Fallsington (PA) MM. Our w.g. seems to collect 
horsey people! 
 
A reminder for Friends visiting PEI who would 
like to join us for worship. We will be meeting 
from January through April in Charlottetown at 
The Mount (Sisters of St. Martha convent), but 
currently meet in our homes. Please call ahead 
to Daphne Davey (902) 675-3501 for details. 
 


