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Editor’s Comments
I’m sorry that there has lately been some confusion
over deadline for submitting material to the
Newsletter. For consistency, in order to stick to
neat bimonthly issues, I ask for a deadline of mid-
month if material is sent by post or phone, so that if
a letter comes to me in the mailbox around the 3rd

week doesn’t give me much time to re-type and
compose. E-mail, however, is not too late. Last
and present issues presented a dilemma in meeting
deadlines. Should we continue having the
Newsletter come out in 2-month blocks? To help get
out news of Muriel’s party, I asked Kerry at CYM
office to send out the notice to all Monthly
Meetings. E.M.

Announcements

Muriel Duckworth Celebration Nov. 2

Muriel will celebrate her 100th birthday on Sunday,
November 2, at the Cohn Auditorium in Halifax, at
2:00 p.m. For those who receive this information in
time, here are the details of this fantastic
celebration, presented by Oxfam Canada:

Muriel Duckworth’s 100th Birthday Concert and
Celebration: November 2, 2:00 pm (reception 2 -
3:15 followed by concert), Rebecca Cohn
Auditorium, Dalhousie Arts Centre, Halifax, NS. A
fundraising concert will launch the Oxfam Canada
Jack and Muriel Duckworth Fund for Active Global
Citizenship.

Veteran peace and social justice activist, Muriel
Duckworth is celebrating her 100th Birthday. To

honour the occasion and the inspiring leadership
both she and her husband have given to thousands
of Canadians, 100 voices will rise in song and Oxfam
will launch the Oxfam Canada Jack and Muriel
Duckworth Fund for Active Global Citizenship. The
Fund supports Oxfam Canada’s work at home and
with our counterparts overseas - especially youth
and women who are exercising their rights to be
heard in order to create peaceful states and
communities where poverty is overcome and social
justice prevails.

Concert performers include: Aeolian Singers,
Carolyn McDade with the Gaia Singers, Cathy Martin
with We’koqma’qewiskwa, Clearing by Noon, Cheryl
Gaudet, Four the Moment, Raging Grannies, Truro
Youth Choir and other special guests. Tickets to the
Muriel Duckworth 100th Birthday Concert and
Celebration may be purchased through the
Dalhousie Arts Centre box office. 1.800.874.1669 or
www.artscentre.dal.ca. Ticket price is $20
(children under 16 free).

For more information about the Muriel Duckworth
100th Birthday Concert and Celebration contact:
Peggy Walt, Cultural Affairs Consulting & Promotion.
Telephone/Fax: (902) 422-5403. Cell: (902) 476-
1096, E-mail: pwalt@eastlink.ca. Gifts to the new
Fund will be gratefully accepted. For more
information about the Oxfam Canada Jack and
Muriel Duckworth Fund for Active Global Citizenship
contact: Patricia Kipping, Major Gifts Officer,
Atlantic Canada Oxfam, 2099 Gottingen St. Halifax,
NS B3K3B2. (902)425-7677 Email:patk@oxfam.ca.
Oxfam believes that ending global poverty begins
with ensuring women’s rights. To learn more visit
www.oxfam.ca .



"Quality of Life
vs Quantity of Stuff"

from Alleson Kase:

Hello F(f)riends, I realize that neither those of you
who live outside of Nova Scotia, nor your friends,
will be able attend our upcoming events, but I
thought you might enjoy the online video link. Also,
we now have an online shop for those to whom that
is of interest.

Here's something you might like to watch (or listen
to) online

"QUALITY of LIFE v QUANTITY of STUFF"
http://www.southshorenow.ca/realstories/
Alleson-Kase.php It's a 4-minute video talk by
TAMMACHAT* co-founder Alleson Kase, which was
recently featured on the "SouthShore Now" website.
(pssst: 'TAMMACHAT' means 'natural' in Thai. It's a
combination of the Thai words for ”dhamma” and
“existence.”) If you liked that video, please
circulate widely & come & bring friends to one of
the following events!

WHAT HOLIDAY GIFT SALES! Fairly traded scarves,
tablecloths & more! Find "socially responsible" gifts
for your family & friends (& you!) This sale will
benefit rural women's weaving groups in Thailand &
Laos. See women making cloth from plants &
cocoons as their foremothers did. See community
development & fair trade in action.

WOLFVILLE: Saturday, Nov. 1, 10 am - 6 pm, St.
John's Anglican Parish Hall, 341 Main St.

HALIFAX: Saturday, Nov. 15, 10 am - 6 pm,
Universalist Unitarian Church, 5500 Inglis St.

GIFTS IDEAS FOR YOU, YOUR FAMILY & FRIENDS:

* Exquisitely handwoven silk & cotton scarves &
shawls in all the colours nature can produce
(including indigo blue!) - for women & men

* Cute-as-a-button organic cotton sunhats for kids (&
grandkids!)

* Organic cotton bucket hats for adults (reversible,
so it's 2-hats-in-1)

* Handwoven cotton tablecloths & table runners

* Bags of all sorts

* Naturally dyed, handwoven, hand-reeled silk &
cotton fabrics for sewers, quilters & other fibre
artists

* Assorted other goodies

TAMMACHAT Natural Textiles - handwoven beauty ~
fairly traded

Ellen Agger & Alleson Kase
RR3, Mahone Bay, NS B0J 2E0 Canada
Tel: 902-624-0427
Fax: 902-624-0941
E-mail: <ask@tammachat.com>..
Web: www.tammachat.com
Blog:
http://www.tammachat.com/Tammachat_travel_bl
og.html for stories from our 2007-2008 travels in
Thailand and Laos.
New: Online Shop
http://www.tammachat.com/shop/online_shop_ho
me.html

FWCC Section of the Americas,
Northeastern America Region,
May 2009

Barbara Aikman sent this notice from Louise Salinas,
of FWCC Americas:

I hope this message finds you all well this summer.
I wanted to give you a “heads-up” on the plans for
the next regional FWCC gathering for the
Northeast, which this time is under the
organization of Philadelphia YM reps. At the April
FWCC annual meeting, when the northeast region
met, it was felt that Hispanic Evangelical Friends in
Philadelphia should be invited to be part of the
planning and be active participants in the next
gathering. Several Philadelphia YM reps, plus
myself, have met several times with the pastors of
both churches. There is enthusiasm on the part of
all for this bilingual gathering. Friends thought
that there was not enough time to plan an event for
this fall, so the date has been set for May 15-17,
2009 , probably at a location about an hour
northeast of Philadelphia. We hope you will save
the date, and begin to mention this event among
Friends you encounter over the coming months. As
soon as details are firmed up we’ll let you know.
Check the FWCC website (under ”Upcoming
Events”) for information, either later this year or
in early 2009. Feel free to share this news with
others, especially any new reps to FWCC. Thank
you, Louise

Ed. Note: This gathering in ’09 near Philly is
Northeastern Region; but in May 2010 it will be
Eastern/Atlantic Regional gathering— WHICH MEANS
US! Location TBA.
E.M.



Personals
Doris and John Calder announce their first
grandchild: Olivia Jane Calder, born to Stephen and
Alison Calder, on August 10. The trio are living in
Westfield, near Saint John, NB.

Muriel Duckworth spent the summer at her family
home in Magog, Quebec, where she was honoured by
a large group of her neighbours at the first of her
multiple 100th Birthday Parties. Again at the home
of her niece in Ontario she was feted and
surrounded by crowds of relatives, especially
grandchildren and great-grandchildren including the
latest twins! Muriel returned to Halifax in late
August, where her GRAND PARTY will be celebrated
on November 2 (see details in “Announcements”).
She moved in June and her new phone # is 835-4466.

Sharon MacDonald moved to Ottawa in Early
September on a research fellowship with the
Canadian Museum of Civilization. It sounds exciting
and we wish her well.

Christina Tellez returned from her summer
experience with the Quaker Youth Pilgrimage, a
wonderful 6 weeks of visiting Quaker historic spots
and of “making lifelong friends.”

Chris Richards has been on deferred leave from
teaching since February, during which time she and
Martha went to Cuba. Unfortunately, since then she
broke several bones in her foot and was in a cast for
8 weeks. But all is well and she starts a new job in
the fall in a new school.

Marie Welton planned to fly to Russia in early
September to visit her daughter’s growing family,
then to New York City in late November to await the
birth of her youngest daughter’s baby, then travels
around Canada before returning to Russia. She will
not return to Halifax until July 1, 2009. Phew!

Maida Follini received a special welcome from
Halifax MM on her move with Paul from Amherst to
Dartmouth, NS. She retains the same e-mail but
new phone #: 435-3784. A fine addition to HMM but
a great loss to Sackville Worship Group and to the
NBMM-sponsored Editorial Board of Canadian Quaker
Pamphlet Series, for which she did so much editorial
work. She turned her post as NBMM treasurer over to
Lesley Read. In mid-August, Maida, son Charles, and
Edith Miller traveled to Maine to spend a day and
night on their little family island on Penobscot Bay.
They also enjoyed visiting cousins, nieces, sister.

Sandra Ireland, on PEI, has “some good news to
share. On Sept. 3, 2008, along with Rosalie Simeone
and Jo-Ann White, I will be given an award of
recognition from the Friends of Simon Wisenthal
Center for Holocaust Studies in Toronto for my work
and contribution in Holocaust education, eliminating

anti-semitism, racism, hatred, terrorism, bullying,
intimidation by any means, and any of these other
negative actions.

“I've been working with Rosalie Simeone since
1999 when the PEI legislature enacted the Holocaust
Memorial Day Act (Yom HaShoah), and in that time
have also become better enlightened about a lot of
the things that plague our society. Well, and more
enlightened about the good things in our society as
well.

“Anyway, the same time as the awards are
given, Sept. 3 at 10 a.m. at the Valient room in the
Delta Prince Edward Hotel, the FSWC will launch its
newest CD-ROM, a tool that is designed to alert
people to the problematic websites that promote
hate, terrorism, intimidation anti-semitism etc., so
that people in the know can help the at-risk
population. It is a pretty humbling experience to be
recognized for doing something that I believe in:
there has to be a better world--with no hate,
racism, bigotry, bullying, etc. Anyway, share with
anyone you wish; it is all good news.”

In Memoriam

Memorial Meeting for Virginia Towle at Monadnock
Meeting (NH) October 19, 2008, sent 10/24/08 by
Heather C. Moir:

“I traveled from Meredith to Peterborough with
Hannah and Phil Gossel and a friend of Hannah’s,
Jill. It was a lovely day of sunshine and fall colors
and a beautiful ride. We arrived in good time for
Meeting for Worship held at 10:30 am. The Meeting
was mainly silent except for a message toward the
end of being a part of and fully aware of all that is
and happens around us. (There were 30+ present.)

“At the rise of Meeting were greetings and
refreshments and I was particularly pleased to have
a good conversation with Sheila Garrett, now
teaching at The Meeting School. The Meeting room
was then reorganized with many more chairs for the
1:30 pm Memorial Meeting.

“I think about 70 people were seated by the
time the Memorial service began, and it was ably
introduced by the clerk of Monadnock Meeting,
Nellie Herman. She spoke of it as our opportunity to
celebrate and rejoice in the life of Virginia Towle.
Chandra Engelbert then spoke of her mother’s
varied and adventurous life and of the strong
influence she had on so many people, especially on
her family. The adventurous theme was echoed by
many others, with charming vignettes to illustrate. I
had brought a letter from Friends World Committee
for Consultation and had been asked beforehand to
read it aloud, but used the occasion to refer to the
many Quaker committees on which I had been
privileged to serve with Virginia Towle, and her



efforts to keep the process orderly and the records
intelligible with full and proper names for future
generations. I hope someone recorded all that was
said but since some stood to speak and many did
not, not all messages may have been fully audible.

“Things that stand out for me were
Virginia’s adaptability to all sorts of environments
and contingencies. I had known of her childhood
(almost fatal) bout with polio, but not that her
diabetes was of such long duration, and that her
concern for healthy and homegrown food was such a
lifelong passion. However, apart from her family she
seldom pressed these concerns on others, and would
sometimes indulge her husband’s love of ice-cream
though she could not share in his pleasure! Virginia
would be where she was needed, and answered the
call to serve in many different places and
circumstances. When her son Glenn died, the
Towles held a square-dance in remembrance, which
was a fitting response to the loss of one who had
experienced limitations in life, but who had
enjoyed dancing and music, and whose disability
was what had brought them to New Hampshire and
Crotched Mountain. Jonathan Vogel-Borne spoke of
being a young Friend when Virginia Towle was an
icon to them, and making her smile became the goal
of many activities and jokes! This led Chandra to
explain that the Polio had left Virginia with a partial
facial paralysis and only one side of her mouth could
smile but her eyes could always tell you her
reaction! Virginia was remembered by many for
giving help both by word and deed and just by her
understanding presence at moments of need or
crisis. It seems to me that some of the same words
were heard over and over again in different
testimonies, such as “adventurous” “adaptable”
“courageous” “faithful” “hospitable” “ready”
“wise” and “an excellent listener”. Other family
members who spoke included two cousins, a sister,
Virginia’s daughters, Chandra, Hannah, Karen, and
her surviving son, Kevin.

“The Meeting concluded with a handshake
and delicious and plentiful refreshments and an
opportunity to share other vignettes and
remembrances, and the general sense of gratitude
and thanksgiving for the life of Virginia Tripp Towle.
I am glad that I have forget-me-nots in my garden,
lovingly brought to me by Virginia after I had
admired them in hers!”

Atlantic Friends Meeting for
Common Concerns September
13, 2008, Sackville United
Church, NB

Notes by Edith Miller

The Meeting was attended by members of Halifax
Monthly Meeting Mel Earley (Communications
Committee), Jessie Tellez, Sara AvMaat; Annapolis
Monthly Meeting Carol Bradley (Comm. Com.),
Marilyn Manzer, Bruce Dienes, Penni Burrell; and
New Brunswick Monthly Meeting Edith Miller (Comm.
Com.), Michael Miller, Doris Calder, John Calder,
Ellen Helmuth, Keith Helmuth, Linda Foy, Lesley
Read. We accepted Sara’s willingness to clerk the
meeting; Edith to take notes.

The meeting started at 10:30 with Meeting for
Worship.

1. We agreed to pitch in $5.00 each to the church
for the use of their facilities.

2. New England-Atlantic Friends Gathering: John
announced that the gathering will be weekend of
Oct. 10-13 at Green Hill Lake Camp, about 40 min.
west of Fredericton. He explained that this is more
of a retreat and not an agenda-driven time; we set
up the agenda when we meet. Each MM will be
reminded of the event, and we will contact John
and Doris or Edith and Michael, to reserve (see
attached).

3. Atlantic Friends Gathering: Penni announced
that the spring AFG will be held at Camp Geddie,
Merigomish, NS, May 15-18 ’09. She asks people for
suggestions for a theme. Suggestions are: declining
membership and energy of Meetings, a Quakerism
workshop, and inviting Jane Orion Smith from CFSC.

4. FWCC (Friends World Committee-Northeastern
Region): It will be time to

host the Eastern/Atlantic Regional gathering in
spring 2010, as the last one was in 2004, and
suggested that it be combined with AFG. We will go
ahead and invite resource people before finding a
place. A suggested theme is Keith’s theme of a
Moral Economy and Quaker Institute for the Future.
As we were reminded that M4CC does not have the
authority to make decisions, we will consult with
our own MMs, then we will organize a planning
committee to bring MM decisions to M4CC. The MMs
would bring ideas to the Communications
Committee for coordination, not to M4CC. We were
reminded by Barb Aikman, former representative of
FWCC, that these gatherings are held to share and
learn of different traditions of Quakers around the
world.



5. Sara described her two months in Palestine to
learn of non-violence groups, including Bethlehem
with the Holy Land Trust. She will do a slide
presentation in Halifax on Oct. 26. She reports that
John Lynes, of Christian Peacemakers Teams,
wanted to be remembered to Halifax members.

We broke for potluck lunch.

6. Genetically-Modified Food: Jessie reported on
the movement against GM Food, and that Sylvia
Mangalam may be contacted by those interested.

7. Half-Yearly Meeting: A suggested topic at
spring AFG will be our forming

a Half-Yearly Meeting. Canadian Yearly Meeting is
concerned about the difficulty in holding Yearly
Meetings, regarding traveling and the environment,
and needs to know what our decisions are. It was
suggested that we hold a workshop on this topic.

8. CFSC: Penni reported on a concern of members
of Tobique Reserve, brought to her by Robin
Vernest.

9. Keeping Children Safe document: Bruce spoke
for AVMM over a concern that the document seems
too technical, rigid, or arbitrary in places.

10. Consultation & Renewal Working Group: Marilyn
spoke on the suggestion of exploring Australia YM
for comparison with our YM. See www.quaker.ca.

11. CYM: Carol reported that YM ’08 was good. It
was agreed to continue with a 4-year rotation:
Kemptville next year; Kings-Edgehill in 2011. There
is still disagreement on the issue of FUM (Friends
United Meeting) hiring policies. Canadian Young
Friends developed an impressive job description for
the proposed CYM Youth Coordinator position.

12. The whole report, Submission to Voluntary
Planning Hearings Regarding the Future Use of Nova
Scotia's Natural Resources from Citizens Allied to
Ban Uranium Mining July 2008, may be read online
at www.atlantic.quaker.ca.

13. CFSC: Carol suggested that emphasis should
be put on child soldiers, particularly in the case of
Canadian Omar Kahdar, held in Guantanamo since
he was 15 (and is now 22), where he is the only
citizen of a western country. AVMM is considering
sending a letter to support him and send him home.
Amnesty International is working on support for him,
but Canada hasn’t spoken much on his behalf. Carol
suggests that MMs write Gianne Broughton of CFSC
(as CFSC only takes on concerns as directed by MMs)
and the Canadian Government.

14. A “Moral Economy” and ecology: Keith
brought up concern for forest management by
community vs. Government. He circulated
brochures on the Quaker Institute for the Future and

Circles of Discernment, and reported on “Orion”
magazine regarding economic system and
environmental policy (see www.orionmagazine.org
). He also recommends “Quaker Quest,” a U.S.
website on outreach and proselytizing. He will be
giving the Quaker Study series at CYM ’09:
“Listening to each other, our heritage, our present,
our future.” With two others he has written a book
due out in ’09: Right Relationship, Building a Whole
Earth Economy.

n.b. Concern was expressed by some Friends,
especially regarding the distance they had to travel,
in not knowing ahead of time what the agenda was
and who was clerking the meeting.

The meeting ended around 3:30 with a moment of
silence.

New England-Atlantic Friends
Gathering

Oct. 10-13, 2008
Summary by Edith Miller

Those of us who attended this retreat on
Thanksgiving 2008 weekend had a very satisfying
time, spiritually and in fellowship. 22 Friends met
at Green Hill Lake Camp, midway between
Fredericton and Hartland. Almost one-third were
from the US; all but 5 came for the whole weekend.

We debated whether this gathering started in
1978 at China Lake Camp or at the Helmuths’ farm
in Debec, NS, and decided to call this the 30th

anniversary, with Doris and John Calder, Keith and
Ellen Helmuth, and Edith and Michael Miller as
participants who were there 30 years ago.

This particular gathering was initiated by the
late Hobart and Jean Mitchell, from Connecticut, as
a retreat, that is, with the emphasis on deep
spirituality and meditation, and with no agenda nor
business nor children’s activity. We did indeed
fulfill the Mitchells’ dream, but perhaps with a little
more levity!

After introductions around the circle and
planning a schedule on Friday evening, on Saturday
we started with a brief worship and another go-
around. We held a Meeting for Memorials and
Healing. After lunch we had worship-sharing with
the theme of community that evolved from topics
that 3 people wanted to contribute connected with
the theme. This is one of the rich aspects of these
annual retreats: evolution and flexibility.

Sat. night Sara AvMaat gave a slide
presentation on her trip to Palestine (briefly
described in Meeting for Common Concerns, in this
issue). On Sun. night, seated comfortably in a circle



of squooshy old stuffed chairs, we each read from a
favorite book in a Meeting for Readings.

Sun. morning before Meeting-for-Worship was
big preparation for the grand Thanksgiving feast. A
group sat at table peeling potatoes, someone
washed big pots, others peeled and chopped squash,
and Karen Burke, from Winthrop, Maine, directed
the roasting of the turkey. Every meal contained
vegetarian and carnivorous dishes. I must add that
the feast was not the only meal worthy of the word;
every meal had a carefully varied, delectable array
of dishes.

In between meetings some took walks, some
canoed on the lake in canoes that the camp director
generously and trustingly let us borrow.

Friends came to gather and worship, from
Presque Isle in the north of Maine, south-west to
Vermont, and east to Antigonish, as well as points in
NB. When we arrived at the camp, we were
impressed with how clean were the facilities, and
made an effort to restore these conditions on Mon.
morning, after a brief Worship and evaluation, and
finally, sorting much leftover food. The weather
couldn’t have been more pleasant. Again, this year,
we enjoyed the sunset over the nearby lake, framed
by trees in vivid fall colors.

Quaker Gifts Discovered at
October Friends Gathering
By Michael R. Miller

New England and Atlantic Friends at their 30th Fall
Gathering were searching for a Quaker approach to
life that would be helpful in today’s anxious world.
Three questions raised at the first session were:

 How do Friends handle the problem of
evil?

 Do Quakers have a unique attitude
beneficial in coping with problems?

 How can one revive the role of
community in today’s fragmented world?

As we shared our thoughts and experiences
one-on-one and in a group, we realized that the
very idea and style of this Gathering was unusual
even among Friends, and that it led to general
satisfaction by the end of our time together.

Hobart and Jean Mitchell did much to start
and maintain New England-Atlantic Friends
Gathering. It was Hobart especially, who set its
retreat-like character: no business meetings, no
reports, no children’s program, and above all— no
preplanned program! The agenda of Meetings for
Worship and sharing and times-off was to be
decided by those present Friday night and Saturday

morning. The other unique feature was that it was
intended to bring American and Canadian Friends
together.

Over the years we have sometimes had
reports, as we did this time with Sara AvMaat’s slide
presentation on her trip to Israel. We have also
welcomed children and their parents if they came to
the Gatherings. But I think that the essential
meditative and introspective style has persisted.

Hobart’s main concern was with self-healing
of mind and body. Healing experiences were shared
by those present. Memories of past attenders who
have died were exchanged, including the much-
loved Mitchells. We also tried to uncover the
deeper aspects of the current crises of confidence in
the global economic system. With healers and
economists included in our group of 22 spiritually
sensitive Friends, some rich insights emerged. Here
are some:

 In times of economic stress, look to
local communities for support rather than
government.

 Adapting to a no-growth economy will
be a difficult but crucial step we all have to
take if we want a decent life for our
children.

 Faith is the opposite of fear; it is not
the same as belief— to me, faith is more like
sustained courage and generosity and
flexibility.

As regards the problem of evil raised in the
first session, no simple answer was forthcoming. In
my opinion, all we can do is to seek opportunities
for good in the face of evil. Christian belief implies
that even God was not able to overcome evil
completely; he is forced to put up with the Devil
and Hell forever, at least as reminders of his failure
to create a perfect world.

How far as Friends we are expected to take
the Quaker stand against violence is a matter of
individual conscience. Personally, I also believe in
the right of self-defense and defense of loved ones.
Fortunately, the issue seldom arises in daily life in
this country. Early Friends believed in martyrdom.
Not all of us do so now, at least not I.

Finally, one wonders why more people do not
attend New England-Atlantic Friends Gatherings. If
more came, would the original style have to change?
No, we could simply subdivide into smaller groups
for most of our meetings. Maybe Canadian
Thanksgiving conflicts with family get-togethers.
[Originally, we sometimes held this gathering on
Labor Day weekend. em] The price is only $50
(including food staples) per person for the 3-day
weekend. The setting beside a lake with free



boating and heated cabins is very attractive. The
food is generally of gourmet quality though potluck.

Perhaps some, unfortunately, are put off by
the lack of pre-set program and theme. A certain
confidence in the Quaker process is required. We
need to trust that we can learn much about life
from the insight and experience of others. We need
to trust that we also have something of value to
share with others. Sounds like community to me.
Community actually soon became our program and
theme!

Friends General Conference
2008
Judie Camps sent the following enthusiastic report
of this year’s FGC Gathering:

This year I attended Friends General Conference in
Johnstown, PA, with Margot Overington. It was a
truly wonderful Gathering. As Margot says, ‘It was
awesome!’

When you register for the Gathering, you are
able to choose one major workshop that you attend
all week. These workshops take place in the
mornings. I chose “Laughter and Healing,”
facilitated by Richard Lee and Merry Stanford.
Richard Lee has presented this workshop every year
for ten years and it is still very popular. I met
people that had taken it two or three times. Merry
Stanford has helped start several Meetings for
Healing around the States. I learned a great deal
from them and I hope that I can share my
knowledge with any Friends group that is
interested. There have been a lot of Quaker
Healers through the years including George Fox.

Afternoons were spent in Meeting for
Healing, while many other Friends attended
discussion groups or mini workshops. Music was
everywhere. For example, at lunchtime a group of
Friends gathered and played music while people
waited for the long lines to the cafeteria to thin
out. As you walked around the campus, you could
hear everything from African drums being played to
classical music. One evening we were treated to a
concert by Tribe 1.

Although there were lots of people, joy and
laughter were around every corner as we all shared
with each other. Margot and I were as high as kites
all week! Next year the Gathering is to be held in
Virginia. Hopefully, some of us will be able to
attend this very special Quaker event.

Talk on Euthanasia
By Edith Miller

No authority on euthanasia am I, but when a
Fredericton attender who also attends the Unitarian
Church here read my article “Compassion for a Cat”
in Summer ’08 Canadian Friend, she asked me to
give a talk on the subject at her church on Nov. 2. I
tried to find a Quaker stand on euthanasia in the
Britain YM F&P book and the closest reference was
item 22.88, in part:

“My father chose to end his life, after three years of
chronic pain and illness which increasingly robbed
him of his faculties. Toward the end of his life he
came to resent medical science, which provided
oxygen for sixteen hours a day to keep him alive.
His life was being unnaturally prolonged and he felt
he had a right to end it when his pain and suffering
became intolerable.

“.… After his death, Meeting helped me to celebrate
his life and supported me in my grieving and
recovery from emotional exhaustion. I can now see
my father’s decision as an act of courage.”

- Vivien Whitaker, 1994

Though the article discreetly omits how he ended
his life, it suggests that Britain Friends are
sympathetic. I will read my article to the
congregation and also the conclusion of a Sept. ’06
“Report on Challenge in Choice” of the World
Federation of Right to Die Societies: “… ..A large
majority of Unitarians hold that these principles
[strongly supporting the right of individuals to make
choices for themselves and of the need for the
larger community to respect those choices] guide us
to a position of supporting the widespread calls in
Canada for the legalization of assisted suicide or
euthanasia.”

Halifax Monthly Meeting
Excerpts
from Betty Peterson.

June 1, 2008. Mel Earley, Clerk, Christina
Tellez, Recording Clerk.

Anne Thomas gave HMM an Index of Abbreviated
Minutes of HMM for 2007. Received with thanks.

Peace and Social Concerns Committee: Roger
Davies reported on a countrywide War Resister’s Day
of Action to support US war resisters in Canada
opposed to the Iraq War on June 2. Parliament
votes on the bill on June 3. HMM to hold a
demonstration with a Halifax Peace Coalition and
Voice of Women on June 2 with banner and fliers at
Library.



Program Committee: - On June 4 will be shown the
premiere of a film, “The World According to
Monsanto,” at St. Mary’s University, sponsored by
Quakers and Ecology Action Centre. - On June 5
HMM is sponsoring a talk by Anne Mitchell of Toronto
on the Global Consultation on Genetics and New
Technologies. - In June, several informal meetings
will be held for HMM members to respond to queries
from Consultation & Renewal and CYM Ministry &
Counsel for their deliberations before CYM Meeting
in August.

Outreach: Anne Thomas reports that summer staff
at Quaker Whaler House in Dartmouth were
informed by Anne of Quaker History on May 30.
Leaflets wee left for summer visitor season.

Yearly Meeting Delegates: Sylvia Mangalam and
Margot Overington will be delegates to August CYM
at Augustana Univ., Camrose, Alberta.

Quaker Picnic: June 22 at Sylvia Mangalam’s after
M4W. Muriel Duckworth will be specially welcomed
from her new living space nearby in Bedford.

Summer Schedule: M4W will be held every Sunday
at Atlantic School of Theology during summer
months at 10:30. Visitors welcome.

* * * * * *

September 7, 2008. Charles Brown, Clerk,
Christina Tellez, Recording Clerk.

Matters Arising: Roger Davies reported on the
deportation of Corey Glass which was deferred.
Demonstration in support of Jeremy Hinzman, a US
War Resister who has been living with wife and
children in Canada for several years, will be held
Sept. 13 at noon at Spring Garden Library.

Program Committee: Jessie Tellez reported
Fall Program schedule:

- Sept. 20: Potluck at the Tellez home, 6 pm
followed by Christina’s presentation of the Quaker
Youth Pilgrimage of a month in which she
participated with 25 other youth, 4 adults, from 7
different countries, in the UK and Ireland.

- Sept. 22: Meeting for writing letters for Amnesty
and local concerns at Corrie and Atze’s.

- Sept. 28: Worship Sharing, 12:15, after M4W, on
Prayer.

- Oct. 2: Potluck Plus at Tellez home. Bring food
plus extra food to be frozen for Friends who might
benefit if ill or in emergency need.

- Fall Gathering of New England-AFG, Oct. 10-13 at
New Brunswick camp.

- Oct. 26: M4W held at home of Kenna Manos,
followed by a report by Sara AvMaat on her recent

2-month stay with a Palestine family near
Bethlehem.

Nominating Committee: - It was suggested that
Katie Aven write a letter to HMM concerning he
becoming a sojourning member of HMM if she is to
be asked to be a Marriage Registrar of this Meeting.

- The nomination of Robin Neustater to M&C was
approved.

Finance Committee: Barry Thomas reported that the
committee has been discussing ways, means, and
costs of liability insurance for the HMM Meeting,
possibly CYM group insurance plan or that of AST.
To be investigated.

Treasurer’s Report: Roger Davies reports that
general donations to HMM to date are down. More
donations would be welcome, allowing us to give
our annual donation ($600) to Feed Nova Scotia.

New Business: - Kenna Manos has become a member
of the Monteverde Friends Meeting in Costa Rica. It
was suggested that we send a message to
Monteverde Meeting relaying our pleasure that she
has been welcomed as a member and thus creating
a connection between our Meetings.

- Wedding: The Meeting for Worship for the
Marriage of Laura MacDonald and Alistair Finn
Pollard was under the care of South East Scotland
Area Meeting; however, the legalities of the
wedding were taken care of by HMM. Necessary
forms were completed and sent to the NS Vital
Statistics Bureau. The wedding was held on Sept 6,
2008 at the Bethany United Church Hall, with John
and Valerie Osborne, Nora Kerr, Lee Webb, Laureen
Van Lierop, and Sylvia Mangalam (registrar)
attending.

- Transportation choices: Roger Davies raised this
issue in regard to CFS Meeting in Ontario: the choice
between a more environmentally friendly but more
expensive train ride vs. a cheaper but more
environmentally detrimental plane ride. The
Meeting encouraged Roger to apply to HMM for
travel funds for the extra cost of the train.

Noteworthy Event: Attention was called to the 100th

Birthday Concert and Celebration for Muriel
Duckworth. (See above details in Announcements.)


