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Editor’s Comments

The new design of this newsletter is not due to
an attempt to be artsy; I’ve just been struggling
with a new program and have lost some of the
processing ability I started with, adding to my
already limited skill with the computer. So I
trust most of you really care more about the
content; if so, thanks!

I haven’t heard much news from Monthly
Meetings or Worship Groups outside of New
Brunswick in quite a while, except in this issue,
that contains input from gatherings that Nova
Scotians have attended. For instance, I haven’t
heard from South Shore, Antigonish, St. John’s
Worship Groups. Please send news!

I will keep up the bimonthly issues. Deadline for
January-February issue is mid-December for
news sent by post, and 3rd week in December if
sent by electronic mail. Thanks, and a really
early Happy Christmas!

EHM

In Memoriam
Muriel Duckworth (1908-2009)

The Circles of Love
A tribute by Donna Smyth on the occasion of the
Halifax Friends’ Memorial Meeting for Muriel,
August 30, 2009

When I think of Muriel, I think of circles.
Many kinds of circles and how they are a perfect
symbol for her and her work in the world.

For most of her adult life, Muriel advocated the
kind of radical equality espoused by the early
Quakers who challenged the hierarchical
structures of power in their society by simple
acts. They sat together as friends, as equals, to
worship in silence until moved to speak; they
refused to doff their hats to those regarded as
socially superior. Their audacity caused much
trouble for them. Many early Quakers were
beaten and/or put in jail by the authorities.

Late in her own life one of Muriel’s minor
regrets was that she was never arrested for non-
violent civil disobedience. She did, however,
manage to stir up quite a lot of trouble.

Muriel came to Friends from a Protestant
Social Gospel background. In 1962, Helen and
Murray Cunningham gathered a small group of
friends to sit together for worship. This was the
genesis of the Halifax Monthly Meeting.
Attracted by the Peace Testimony, Muriel and
Jack sat with them. They were disillusioned with
the United Church whose Moderator at that time
refused to allow the Church to become involved
with the growing anti-nuclear movement.

In 1975, after Jack died, Muriel became a
formal member of the Meeting. This was not an
easy decision for her as she did not consider
herself a conventional Christian. All her life, she
was a seeker: one who asked questions of others
and herself. In the end, she believed that Jesus
was a great teacher with a simple and profound
message: Love one another.
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Muriel practiced this Love in every aspect of
her life. It was the motivation behind her work
as a social activist fighting poverty and racism;
advocating equality for women; struggling to put
an end to war. It was behind her decision to
withhold her taxes in the Conscience Canada
Peace Fund. It was the force behind her
extraordinary presence, her ability to put people
at ease and allow us to come out from behind
our barricades to talk to her and to each other.
She called forth the power of Love from all of us
and often we surprised ourselves by what we
could do with that power.

Muriel lived as she believed and often quoted
Martin Luther: “Here I stand. I can do no other.”
Her convictions came from the heart and the
mind. She was never one to check her mind at
the door and she never closed the door of her
mind. One of amazing things about her was her
ability to learn and grow throughout her life.
One thing morphed into another, like the circles
spread in water when you toss a stone. Circles
expanding outwards to embrace more and more
of creation.

Muriel’s two mantras in her final years were:
War is stupid. God is Love. And she always came
back to her favorite quotation from the poet
Adrienne Rich:

My heart is moved by all I cannot save
so much has been destroyed

I have to cast my lot with those
who age after age, perversely

with no extraordinary power
reconstitute the world
This speaks to us, dear Friends. We know that

Muriel expects us to keep on reconstituting the
world, one circle at a time. Carrying on, always
carrying on.

FWCC mourns the loss of Gordon
Browne
Gordon Browne, who served as Executive
Secretary of Friends World Committee for
Consultation (FWCC) Section of the Americas
from 1981-1988, and then as clerk in the early
1990s, passed away on Friday, September 25th.
His contribution to the work of FWCC was
enormous, as was his love for this organization.
Gordon was a speaker at the FWCC-Atlantic
Friends Gathering, in June 1995 at Villa
Madonna, NB, where he talked on Quakers at the
United Nations.

Atlantic Friends Meeting
for Common Concerns
October 3, 2009, Sackville United Church,
Sackville, NB

Present: From Halifax MM: Roger Davies, Helen
Lofgren; Annapolis Valley MM: Penni Burrell,
Carol Bradley; New Brunswick MM: Michael &
Edith Miller, John & Doris Calder, Keith & Ellen
Helmuth, Linda Foy, Lesley Read, Jane
Robertson, Vince Zelazny
Regrets: Martha McClure, Mel Earley, Margaret
Overington, Judith Camps, Anne Thomas

1. Opening Worship

2. The clerk reminded us that the Meeting for
Common Concerns has been meeting since
it was formed in the late '80's about 10
years after the Atlantic Friends Gathering
began meeting in 1976. As there was never
any opportunity for a business meeting at
AFG, and no delegates were empowered
by a Monthly Meeting to do business, the
M4CC was formed to share common
concerns, but not with any authority to
make decisions and take action. With this
in mind, we prepared ourselves to consider
the proposed agenda for the day. Penni
Burrell and Ellen Helmuth were approved
as clerk and recording clerk for this
meeting. The proposed agenda was
approved as presented.

3. We reviewed the notes of the September 2008
M4CC meeting. It was noted that the
Atlantic Communications Committee
was formed in 2005 and is structured
as follows:

Mel Earley, Halifax MM, end of term,
willing to re-offer until someone else is
found. Penni Burrell, Annapolis Valley MM,
two years remaining. Edith Miller, New
Brunswick MM, one year remaining

4. A report on the programme planning for the
spring Gathering of the AFG/FWCC meeting
was given by Carol Bradley. The location will
be at UNB, Fredericton, NB, on the Victoria
Day Weekend in May 2010. The planning
committee consists of Barb Aikman, AVMM,
Jessie Tellez, HMM, Edith Miller, NBMM.
Extra people are needed to help with the
planning for this event. John Calder, Keith &
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Ellen Helmuth, Roger Davies, and Michael
Miller have agreed to help plan the program
for this event. The proposed program theme
is “Right Relationship” and Keith will draft a
program for the committee to consider.
Keith agreed to work on publicity through his
contacts in the US. Overnight
accommodations will be done on the number
of registrants for the event. MMs should be
encouraged to have study circles around the
book Right Relationship: Building a Whole
Earth Economy before the May meeting.

5. Vince Zelazny reported on the upcoming visit
of Florence Ntakarutimana sponsored by
CFSC and African Great Lakes Initiative. She
will be in NB on Oct. 29 and 30, which is the
anniversary of the death of John McKendy,
and will be held at Saint Thomas University,
Fredericton, NB. Meredith Egan will also be
in attendance. She will be in Fredericton
from Oct. 29 to Nov. 3, then will travel to
Sackville. A program at Dorchester is
planned along with a presentation at Mount
Allison. Lesley Read and Linda Foy are taking
responsibility for the details of hospitality
and meetings. Then she will be traveling to
Halifax where Roger Davies and Jane Gordon
are making plans for meetings there.
Annapolis Valley MM has offered support to
Halifax MM re plans for the visit.

6. Introductions and Check In – Those present
introduced themselves and gave a brief
report on what is happening in their
lives/Meetings. A very engaging and
spiritually enriching time.

7. After a brief break, we considered the
Quaker Quest info program presented by
Penni. She and Lesley Read had attended the
presentation at CYM. The QQ Program was
started in England with the purpose of
serving Quaker Outreach. It has been given
to Friends General Conference for
implementation in North America. They offer
training sessions for Monthly Meetings and
people to undertake the program for their
outreach. It appeared that the program was
more generally geared to large urban
Meetings as opposed to smaller Meetings.
Pamphlets are available which serve as focus
for study in MMs, which might serve as a
smaller undertaking for small MMs, and
people expressed interest in taking up the
study of the pamphlets on an individual
basis. Those interested in further

information can obtain it from Penni, who
has copies of the pamphlets and detailed
information about QQ.

8. The possible formation of a Half Yearly
Meeting has arisen periodically over the past
number of years, and has recently been
given more serious consideration. The clerk
brought to everyone’s attention the brief
review of the history of Atlantic Friends
Gathering since 1976 on the back of the
agenda. She also reported that NBMM had
approved a minute recommending a model
of what a HYM would look like be prepared.
AVMM had considered the question and a two
page response was prepared and very briefly
summarized by Carol and Penni, by the
statement, “Why do we need a HYM?” HMM
had not yet held a meeting for business to
consider the issue. The clerk posed three
major questions” Why do we need a HYM?
What needs would be met? What would a
HYM look like? The clerk chose the question,

“What needs would be met?”, and asked us
to share the positive aspects of a HYM:
Individual responses were as follows:

We could do business on a regional basis
- we would know when the next AFG is,
it would serve as a place for people to
bring regional concerns and would be an
incentive for people to attend. It would
serve as a basis for action.
Budgeting, outreach & advertising is best

done on a regional basis.
Care of isolated Friends is best done on a

regional basis.
Problems addressed by Ministry &

Counsel are best addressed at a regional level.
Yearly Meeting M&C is too distant.

Sometimes Monthly Meeting M&C is too
close and sometimes needs a larger context.

It would reduce the number of times we
get together for Meetings.

It would help to facilitate the business of
CYM if restructuring includes regionalization.

It would help in looking after isolated
Friends.

It would enable regional Friends speak to
issues collectively.

Regional action would facilitate the
spiritual grounding of our Meetings.

It would give a voice to very small
worship groups and isolated Friends.

Would be a means of empowering
Friends to move forward on regional issues.
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It would simplify the structure and
numbers of meetings that folks have to travel to.

It would give voice to regional issues and
give a voice to concerns on a regional basis.

It would allow Friends to express their
concerns more adequately.
There were four who passed.
There were questions for clarification and
understanding:

Could HYM evolve with structures as we
need them?

Do we have the personnel necessary for a
HYM?

How do we span the difference between
planning a gathering and fulfilling the
commitment to the details of committee work
needed to implement the plan. Our own
Meetings have trouble getting enough people for
work.

Are we meeting for the sake of meeting?
Too many structures hinder instead of help?

Is there a big disconnect between
expectations and the way things really work.

Regional concerns can be worked on
more effectively with fewer people than at a MM
level.

There is value in sharing concerns on an
ecumenical basis.
Does the justice work we do need to be

done on a Quaker basis?
Many Quakers do peace and justice work

with other community-based organizations.
---------------------

We needed to leave the church at 2:45 PM in
advance of a wedding being held. Although
there was no time for summarizing our time
together or considering next steps, near the end
of the discussion, it was suggested that members
of other Half Yearly Meetings be approached
informally and asked about the reality of their
experience with the successes and problems re:
Half Yearly Meetings.

This could be a “next step” to identifying a
model, preventing reproducing mistakes, and
learning what does and doesn’t work well at a
regional level. Anyone interested in doing so is
welcome to.

But there was a general sense that we had
accomplished a good exercise of discernment.
We adjourned after a few moments of silence.

New England-Atlantic Friends
Gathering 2009
by Edith Miller

27 Friends gathered at our annual retreat on
Thanksgiving weekend 2009, at Green Hill Lake
Camp, NB. No New Englanders joined us this
year, save three from Houlton, who are actually
members of New Brunswick Monthly Meeting.
Friends from the U.S. were unable to come
because of other commitments or disabilities, or
because they are no longer with us. And this
latter fact inspired one of the themes of the
weekend: memorializing old Friends who used to
come to the gathering, from 1978 on.

Among memorials that were read were those of
Virginia Towle, Hobart and Jean Mitchell,
Charlotte Ritter, John McKendy, Muriel
Duckworth. Ellen Helmuth read Elizabeth Grey
Vining’s reflections on the lives of dear departed
Friends, and living with grief and sorrow with
courage and serenity.

Another theme of the gathering was creativity in
everyone. Ellen stated that there is creativity in
realizing a sense of beauty in making a quilt,
preparing a meal, making a garden. She showed
us her superb quilt that she made with her
sister, of pieces from family clothes to fabric
from Africa.

The question was posed, is there a relationship
between the divine spark and creativity?
Connections were made between creativity and
improvisation, and worship-sharing proceeded
from there.

As it was felt that many of us really needed to
air some of the worries about the economy and
war and peace, one session we had was a
political discussion, “with apologies to Hobart,”
Betty Peterson said, referring to the desire of
Hobart Mitchell, co-founder of this Gathering, to
maintain a retreat for healing meditation.

The youth of the weekend consisted of the Miller
children: Lucy, 14, Ella, 12, and Isaac, 9.
Staying only one day and night, they played with
an outdoor giant set of chess pieces played on a
big platform--and dutifully returned the set to
the games shed and the key to the main
building. Ella, however, who came for two days,
eagerly helped with making signs and schedules,
decorated at the margins in her spirited artwork.
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Meeting for Readings of beautiful and inspiring
texts flowed into music making, with three
guitars and much singing.

Chef Ellen organized helpers in producing the
grand Thanksgiving dinner, starting in the
morning with roasting a turkey. Three Friends
from the Houlton-Woodstock group came Sunday
to join us in Meeting for Worship in the upstairs
Chapel, and after the big meal we resumed our
big Meeting.

27 Friends attended the weekend; 12 for the
three days, 8 for one night, 7 for one day. Most
were, of course, from New Brunswick, but the 12
weekenders included four from Halifax, and two
day-attenders were from Annapolis Valley. We
paid the camp $600 for the weekend, and we
will have $125 left over for the New England-
Atlantic Friends Gathering account.

Although I did most of the organizing of this
event, which can be tiring, I was greatly cheered
by the clean and neat facilities of Green Hill
Lake Camp, and by the camp director’s trust in
us: he did not demand a deposit nor tell me
what the cost-per-person would be, and again,
he left us a set of keys to every building on the
campus! He is a gem, but I guess he considers us
gems; we have convened there since 2003 and
each year have left the place about as close as
possible to how we found it. I also appreciate all
the cooperative cooking, washing up, chair-and-
table moving, and expressions to me of
gratitude.

Celebration and Memorial for
Muriel Duckworth
from Betty Peterson

The Quaker Celebration of Muriel’s life was held
on Sunday, August 30, in the Atlantic School of
Theology, our [HMM] place of worship. About 60
attenders, Friends, family, and special invitees
gathered to share our thoughts and reflections,
as is our tradition. Since the mid-60s, even
before HMM was formally recognized, Muriel has
been a guiding presence and inspiration as well
as an active worker among us. Though the press
and TV has been publicly honouring her many
honours and accomplishments, this was our time
for sharing out of silence and remembering her
loving spirit and her influence on each of our
lives and in our community.

Muriel’s love and light still radiates in all of us.

The public memorial for Muriel Duckworth was
held in Halifax on September 27, 2009, where
the many attenders were welcomed by Alexa
McDonough, her good friend, and the new
interim President of Mount St. Vincent
University, where the observance was held. It
was an unusual memorial, a time of celebration
of her life through an integrated kaleidoscope of
meaningful songs and the spoken word; it was
planned by a committee of friends and family, as
Muriel had wished.

As people arrived, memorable pictures from her
past were projected on a giant screen, while
favourite songs by Paul Robeson, Marion
Anderson, and Portia White were played. Spoken
reflections were given by individual f/Friends
from Circles of Love representing different areas
of deep concern in Muriel’s life: Family,
Education, Friend and Mentor, Lover of Art and
Nature, Eradicating Poverty, Ending Racism,
Feminism, Community Development, Political
Change, Pacifist and Peacemaker.

Requested familiar peace songs, such as “Let

There Be Peace On Earth,” “Bread and Roses,”

and “Last Night I Had the Strangest Dream,”

were sung by individuals with audience

participation. The program ended with “Muriel’s

Song,” especially composed by friends and sun

on the occasion of her 100th birthday party in

2008.

One year later this was a time of remembrance

and reunion as loving tributes were expressed

about the profound inspiration this remarkable

woman has had on our lives and in our times. As

Muriel herself has said, “My worldview is the

relationship between all things and I believe that

Love is my Guiding Light.”

Dear Muriel, your Light still shines and the

darkness cannot put it out.

Additional memorial services have been or will

be held across the country in Magog, Montreal,

Ottawa, Toronto, and Vancouver.
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Environmental Activism in a Time
of Climate Change - a Public
Symposium October 16 at St.
Thomas University
This symposium addressed the 40 years since the
modern environmental movement emerged, and
celebrated Conservation Council of NB’s 40th
anniversary. Peter Brown, a Quaker who heads
the McGill School of Environment, and Keith
Helmuth spoke on “What it will take to build a
whole Earth economy.”

Keith and Ellen Helmuth were in Fredericton for
the symposium and a Conservation Council ball
in the evening, and the night before came with
Peter Brown to a dinner party at Michael and
Edith Miller’s, along with members of
Fredericton Worship Group and Alleson Kase and
Ellen Agger from Mahone Bay.

Alleson and Ellen were in Fredericton to present
a show and sale of their Tammachat products
from Thailand. Those of us who came to
Fredericton’s Charlotte Street Arts Centre were
extremely impressed with the beautiful
handcrafted silk and cotton scarves, clothes,
table cloths, and such. Sandy Zelazny helped as
the sales clerk. Next day Alleson and Ellen
attended Fredericton Worship Group.

The brochure that Alleson and Ellen distributes
reads: TAMMACHAT Natural Textiles imports
fairly traded, naturally dyed, handcrafted
textiles directly from the artisan groups that
create them. Handweaving, one of the world’s
oldest arts, continues to be practiced with
amazing skill and well-deserved pride in many
rural villages in Thailand and Laos. The silks
and cottons woven by women in these areas
reflect cultural traditions that have endured
from earlier times, passing from mothers to
daughters.

New Brunswick Monthly Meeting
Excerpts from NBMM Meeting for Worship for
Business, September 20, 2009, St. Thomas U.,
Fredericton, NB

Fourteen Friends attended, seven from Houlton-
Woodstock, two from Saint John Area, three
from Sackville, and four from Fredericton
Worship Groups, with Ellen Helmuth, Clerk;
Vince Zelazny, acting Recording Clerk.

Martha McClure has organized a series of five
workshops on the Peace Testimony, in her home
in Fredericton. All are welcome to attend.

Fredericton WG is holding weekly worship in
public places this season: in Conserver House in
Sept., the yoga room over Aura Foods in Oct.,
and TBA the rest of the year. The NBMM budget
will allow for meeting house rental in a
“Fredericton Worship Group Meeting House
Fund.”

The Meeting is very pleased to welcome Hilary
Blythe, formerly of Ottawa MM, into membership
of NBMM.

The Meeting approved the following minute by
email in July 2009. It was sent as contribution to
the Canadian Friends Service Committee (CFSC)
Working Group on Uranium Mining for
presentation at CYM August 2009 sessions:

The use of fossil fuels and nuclear energy have
had, and will continue to have a significant and
unacceptable negative impact on our natural
environment, our societies, and on maintaining
peace in our world. As such, we support
phasing-out further development and
widespread use of fossil fuels and nuclear
energy. Concerning human energy use, we
support sustainable solutions which seek to
establish right relationships with our natural
environment and with one another. To this end
we support the development and
implementation of alternative energy solutions
which may include, but are not limited to,
exploring alternate societal structures and
energy distribution systems, and exploring ways
to reduce energy consumption and use alternate
energy sources.

The Meeting approved Michael Miller to serve on
the Spiritual and Religious Committee of the Dr.
Everett Chalmers Hospital as Quaker
Representative.

The Meeting endorses Maria Recchia’s interest in
serving CYM on Programme Committee.
Members of NBMM are close to Maria and have
supported her on her spiritual journey and
believe that CYM will appreciate the skills she
brings with her.

Edith Miller is appointed as the NBMM
representative to the committee of Friends
World Committee on Consultation and Atlantic
Friends Gathering. FWCC-AFG will convene May
21-24, 2010.
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Vince reports that we anticipate a visit from a
Friend, Florence Ntakarutimana, of Healing and
Rebuilding Our Communities (HROC) in Burundi,
east Africa, from October 30 through November
9. Florence will worship with us on Nov. 1. This
visit is sponsored by Canadian Friends Service
Committee (CFSC) and the African Great Lakes
Initiative (AGLI). Florence and other HROC
members conduct meetings patterned after the
Alternatives to Violence Project (AVP) to
facilitate healing from communal violence.

NB will coordinate with the other Atlantic MMs in
meeting Florence. Vince will draft a minute of
appreciation in anticipation of Florence’s visit.
NBMM will include Florence in a Worship for
Business before she leaves.

NBMM supports the further investigation of the
idea of an Atlantic Half Yearly Meeting, and
would like to see a proposed model bought back
for further discernment.

Mary and Ray Boucher, longtime attenders of
Houlton-Woodstock WG, are leaving the region
and moving to Fayetteville, NC, where they will
take on the role of caretakers in a spiritual
community. The Meeting will miss them and
wish them God’s blessings in the years ahead.

Next Monthly Meeting will be on November 22.

An Inquirer’s Impressions of
Friends Worship in Sackville
An extract of a recent letter from a friend of the
editor

You asked if I would let you know when and how
meetings are going in Sackville. So here is what I
know, so far. Linda Foy, Jane Robertson, and
Lesley Read have arranged to meet at the Mount
A. Chapel at noon on Tuesdays. I haven't been
able to attend as Linda is my ride and she has
been busy with other things. But a young friend
attended the first meeting and enjoyed it very
much. She said that there were some students
there as well and that a short talk was given.

Linda and I have arranged to go together
tomorrow. Over the time that I was more
regularly part of the group silence I feel that my
true nature gained strength and that being a
part of Quaker meetings has helped me very
much with personal problems.

2010 Quaker Youth Pilgrimage

to the Northwestern United States
July 16 – August 13, 2010

Up to 28 young Friends ages 16-18 during the
pilgrimage will be guided by four adult leaders.
Half the pilgrims and leaders will be from the
Section of the Americas and half from the
Europe and Middle East Section.

The cost for the pilgrimage is $1,300.00 plus the
cost of travel to and from Seattle, WA.
Scholarships available

Applications for pilgrims and leaders now being
accepted for the 2010 pilgrimage. New
extended deadline for pilgrim and leader
applicants: November 30, 2009.
An FWCC youth pilgrimage is an opportunity to…

• Develop your relationship with God
• Gain understanding of Quaker process
• Explore Quaker history
• Experience different Friends’ traditions

and forms of worship
• Form a community and lasting

friendships
• Participate in a service project

For questions contact us at
QYP@fwccamericas.org
Or write us at FWCC, 1506 Race St.,
Philadelphia, PA 19102

Applicants in the Europe & Middle East Section:
contact Rachel Miller for information and to
apply


