
Atlantic Friends Newsletter
September-October 2008

Edith Miller, Editor
Format of Notices, Personals, Outreach, Monthly Meeting Minutes, Articles, Comments.
Send material to: 448 Golf Club Rd., Fredericton, NB, E3B 5Z7; (506) 454-5882;
memiller@rogers.com

Daphne Davey, Distribution
Send both postal and e-mail address changes to: PO Box 299, Cornwall, PEI, C0A 1H0;
(902) 675-3501; fax (902) 675-2533
ddavey@eastlink.ca

Bruce Dienes, Webminder
webminder@atlantic.quaker.ca

Atlantic Friends website
http://atlantic.quaker.ca

Editor’s Comments
I forgot to mention in the last Newsletter that at
the Atlantic Friends Gathering in May Linda Foy
gave a workshop about the Peace Tax Return and
its address: http://www.consciencecanada.ca

Meeting For Common
Concerns, September 13
This is an important get together when Friends
from all the Monthly Meetings and Worship
Groups get together to share common concerns
in our Meetings and Worship Groups. We can
season issues that are of concern to us all in this
region and discern how we might address them,
and explore opportunities of how we can work
together. Please plan to attend. As we are thin
on the ground in this large region we would
particularly like to see representation from all
the worship groups, to give us a real regional
perspective. This is also an opportunity for those
serving on CYM and Wider Bodies to share their
experiences with Friends.

The date and place of M4CC is: Saturday,
September 13, 10:00 a.m. arrival for 10:30
meeting, to 3:00 or 4:00. It will likely be held in
the United Church in Sackville, NB, at main
intersection in centre of town, but it has not
been confirmed yet. Please ask the clerk of your
Meeting for the confirmed location of the
meeting. And don’t forget to bring potluck.
A request for agenda items and notes from last
meeting will go out nearer the date.

New England-Atlantic
Friends Gathering
Weekend of October 10-13, 2008
Green Hill Lake Camp, NB

You’re invited to attend this traditional retreat
of worship, worship-sharing, discussion, strolling,
potluck, and fellowship, in the country by a lake.
As is customary, we decide on the program day-
to-day. If there are children, activities are
usually intergenerational, though we can adjust
the schedule. We will bring our own food and
prepare it there, but organizers will bring
staples. Upstairs chapel/meeting room and
bathroom are wheelchair accessible; downstairs
is the kitchen, dining room, and rooms with 25
beds and common bathrooms. Nearby motel-like
heated cabins have 12 units with 4 bunk beds
and bathroom each. Unheated cabins are
scattered on the property. The cost of the 3-day
weekend is only $50 per adult, free for children,
which covers rental and supplementary food
supplies.

Directions: From the U.S. at Houlton, take 105
to Nackawic. In about 5 km/3 m turn left on 610
to Upper Hainesville. Turn right and go about
9.3 km to Greenhill Lake Rd., with a sign to the
road 2 km before it. Turn right and camp is
around ¼ km in on Greenhill Lake Rd.

From St. Stephen, Rte 1 to 3, to TCH-2
intersection. Take 102 to Mactaquac Dam. Cross
dam. Turn right on 105, about 5-6 km/8 m to
junction with 104 at Keswick. Turn left and go



about 16 km to Zealand and then another 8.5 km
to camp. Sign for Greenhill Lake Rd. is about 2
km before the road. Turn left.

From Fredericton, take 105 to 104, at Keswick,
and follow above directions from there.

From NS, take TCH to Fredericton and follow
directions from there.

Please reserve the weekend by 3rd week of
September. Contacts: Edith Miller, 506-454-5882,
memiller@rogers.com, and John & Doris Calder,
506-763-2291, johncald@nbnet.nb.ca.

Personals

Lea Foy, Linda Foy’s daughter, has just received
the Governor-General's Award AND the
Tantramar Advantage Scholarship!
She will be entering Mount Allison University this
upcoming year. Congratulations, Lea!

Lucy Miller (Michael & Edith’s granddaughter)
attended Friends Camp, a Quaker camp in China
Lake, Maine, for 2 weeks in July. The camp held
morning silent worship and evening “vespers,”
actually a silent observation of the sunset. She
enjoyed the friendships and brushed off
deprivations such as prohibition of technical
gadgets, being crowded with 7 campers and
counselor in a small cabin, and trying to get in a
morning shower before the hot water gave out.
Lucy was the only Canadian there. She went
there because Camp NeeKauNis is so much
farther away, and her grandparents could drive
her there en route to their summer place in
Maine only 40 minutes away.

News from PEI Worship Group

John Clement and his wife, Jenet, recently led a
tour to Italy with their youth string orchestra,
the Singing Strings, celebrating their 30th

anniversary this year. Renée Dahn, daughter of
Doug Dahn (also a worship group attender) went
with the group. The Strings received standing
ovations for all three of their performances. As
John wryly points out, there was a time in
Quaker history when such frivolity as making
music was considered unseemly! Sandra Jones
Ireland and two other women are being honoured
by the Friends of the Simon Wiesenthal Center
for Holocaust Studies for their work in Holocaust
education, anti-semitism, anti-hate, anti-

bullying, and terrorism, all things that were used
to intimidate and murder people during
WWII, and which is still being practiced in
varying degrees in today's world. The
presentation will be made in Charlottetown on
September 3. Ian Harrington and Holly Lapp,
Friends from Cambridge (Mass.) Monthly Meeting,
joined us for worship.

Few do it like John McKendy
From an article in Fredericton Daily Gleaner,
June 14, by Wilfred Langmaid

McKendy, associate professor of sociology at St.
Thomas University, is leaving Fredericton next
week to take part in a work camp in Burundi.
This is organized through a partnership between
a North American Quaker organization called
African Great Lakes Initiative, and Friends
Women's Association, a group of Burundian
Quaker women.

"Our main project is to help construct a building
that will be used by the Kamenge Clinic,
providing primary medical care to women,
especially those with HIV/AIDS," McKendy said.

Kamenge is a desperately poor and troubled
section of the capital city of Bujumbura. It has
been the site of a great deal of violence over the
past 15 years.

That can really be said for all of Burundi - a tiny
country in East Africa bordered by Rwanda to the
north, Tanzania to the east and south, and Lake
Tanganyika and the Democratic Republic of
Congo to the west.

Burundi's population is approaching eight million
- 10 times that of New Brunswick, with less than
half the land mass.

It is one of the poorest countries in the world,
ranked 167 out of 177 of the UN's Human
Development Index. The people of this country
have a life expectancy of 48.5 years, with 45 per
cent of children under five malnourished.

The problem is exacerbated by civil strife. Over
300,000 citizens have been killed in civil unrest
since the mid-1990s. Hundreds of thousands of
refugees and internally displaced people are part
of a turmoil that continues, though the area is
not the news hot button item that it was a
decade ago.

McKendy is returning to Bujumbura after doing
similar work there last year.



"When all is said and done, the desire to go back
comes from the personal relationships I made
with fellow Quakers in Burundi. It was an honour
to work alongside them. They taught me much
about the resilience of the human spirit," he
said.

The goal of the work is to providing primary
health care, primarily to women, and especially
women with AIDS

"Last summer we completed a building to house a
clinic. This summer we will be helping to
construct a smaller second building that will
provide space for a waiting room, minor surgery
and maternity care. This will allow the clinic to
be officially certified by the government,"
McKendy explained.

This work resonates with McKendy professionally
as a sociology scholar and professor with a
particular interest and expertise in social
inequality and social justice, gender and social
class.

It also ties into his own spiritual journey.

"I have been attending Quaker meetings of silent
worship for over 30 years as a member of the
Fredericton Worship Group, which is part of the
New Brunswick Monthly Meeting, which includes
worship groups in St. Andrews, Saint John area,
Houlton-Woodstock, Fredericton, Sackville and
P.E.I."

McKendy has also worked for 15 years with The
Alternatives to Violence Project (AVP) organizing
and leading workshops inside Dorchester
Penitentiary and occasionally in the community.

The work in Burundi is a logical action for a man
of his interests and inclinations.

Everyday life in this tiny and densely populated
East African country is marked by political
instability, extreme poverty and violence. With
meager material resources but an abundance of
hope and faith, these women and their
supporters are planting the seeds of peace,
reconciliation and justice.

McKendy leaves to do his part in this journey on
Friday. People will converge in Washington, D.C.,
and then move out to Burundi, Kenya and
Rwanda.

McKendy's team, going to Burundi, will consist of
young people from the U.S. and from Burundi.

He hopes to take a subsequent journey of faith in
action next year.

John McKendy Talk on
Spirituality and Social Work
On June 20 John gave a talk as part of a
sociology conference on this topic at St. Thomas
University in Fredericton. He referred to Ursula
Franklin’s book that came out last year, on
insights into silence for students. “Make silence
in life and other things will fall into place.”
“Think of the soundscape as a commons,” and
sharing air and water, as they are not to be
commodified. It’s harder to bottle silence as we
do with water.

He compared noise vs. sound, meaningless or
polluting noise vs. meaningful symbols like the
voice. He contrasted the sociological-political
context in which technologies are implemented
vs. technology per se. Silence is not just the
absence of sound; it is productive, a medium in
which much can happen. In contrasting two
kinds of silence— programmed and
unprogrammed, he led into Quaker experience of
silence. He welcomed input from the audience.
Five from the Fredericton Worship Group
attended the talk.

AVP in Kenya
Excerpted from Christian Science Monitor, Feb.
9-15, 2008

“A practicing Quaker, a peacemaker by nature
and profession, Hezron Masitsa is part of a small
but significant group of Kenyans who are ready
to heal the country’s wounds, one person and
one community at a time.

“Using what he calls ‘silly games’ and trust-
building exercises, his program has succeeded in
rebuilding ties between Muslim and Christian
communities in the coastal region of Kenya.
After Sept. 11, Muslims there saw Christians as
natural supporters of the US-led war on terror,
and Christians saw Muslims as natural supporters
of Islamist militants.

“While communities are still killing one another,
it is too early to hold workshops that build trust.
That’s why Masitsa and his group are busy
meeting with different communities, talking with
them, and identifying moderate voices that
might be willing to reach out to adversarial
communities when tempers cool.

“’It’s not easy; you can’t expect people to go
back to normal when all this is going on,’ Masitsa
says, sighing. ‘We need to build trust in one
another again.’”


