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Atlantic Meeting for Common
Concerns

Sat., Oct. 3, 2009, 10:45 a.m., Sackville
United Church, Sackville, NB.
Co-clerks: Penni Burrell and Ellen Helmuth.
Agenda (so far): Exploring idea of a Half-
Yearly Meeting, Quaker Quest. Please bring
potluck.

We'd like to start right at 11:00, so please
try to arrive a few minutes early. If no
parking spaces are available at the church,
park behind Post Office, Main Street
downhill about a block. We also must
vacate the church by 3:00 p.m., as guests
of a wedding party will be drifting in.

New England - Atlantic Friends
Gathering, Thanksgiving 2009

Our annual gathering of New England and
Atlantic Friends will again be held Thanksgiving
weekend, October 9-12, at Green Hill Lake
Camp, about 40 km west of Fredericton. We
will have the usual format of a retreat, with
only a day-to-day schedule, worship and
worship-sharing, some intergenerational
activity, singing, strolling the grounds or
canoeing in the lake, Meeting for Readings, and
potluck. Bring foods ready-made or to prepare
when we meet. Staples will be provided. Cost
about $50, to be paid when you get there.
Come and share in this refreshing retreat.
Contact: Edith & Michael Miller,
memiller@rogers.com.

Fair Trade Gift Show & Sale,
Fredericton

Fair Trade Gift Show & Sale: Saturday, Oct.
17, 2009, 10:00 am 'til 4:00 pm, Fredericton,
NB.
Support sustainable communities and rural
women with your purchase of fairly traded
gifts. Social Fabric, slideshow and talk, screens
at 1:00 pm; TAMMACHAT exhibit and sale all
day at the Charlotte Street Arts Centre, 732
Charlotte Street. [Visit www.tammachat.com
www.tammacjat.com to learn more about this
social enterprise and the work of Ellen Agger
and Alleson Kase of Halifax Friends Meeting.]

Winter sojourn in Mahone Bay, NS

www.mahonebay.com
Alleson Kase and Ellen Agger are looking for
someone(s) to enjoy their 2 cats and their
heritage home while they travelling for
TAMMACHAT Natural Textiles
www.tammachat.com next winter -- from Nov
30, 2009 to March 30, 2010. Their heritage
home sits on 1 acre on the outskirts of town, 15
minute walk to shops, post office and bank.
High-speed internet enabled. House is ill-suited
to young children. Contributions toward
utilities appreciated but not required. Please,
no smokers and no dogs. Contact:
alleson@eastlink.ca, 902-624-0427



Notes from 2009 AFG on the issue
of an Atlantic Half Yearly Meeting

2009 Atlantic Meeting for Common Concerns has not
yet been planned, but each MM should think on this
issue.
- Get a MM rep. to propose what a HYM would be
like. Goals, vision, plans. Bring back to Meeting for
Common Concerns.
- Regional aspect, decentralizing YM vs. just

Atlantic region.
- Read Australian YM report to compare.
- Atlantic identity. A way of growing, faith and

commitment, dialogue, attract people. How do we
grow to have a structure big enough to make a
social impact. Working to build community with
spiritual nourishment.
- M4CC doesn't have the authority to carry out

activities, so lacks fulfillment, is unsatisfying.
- We all care about an Atlantic community, a

regional voice.
- Ask each MM to send decision to M4CC to support

organizing a HYM.
- MM reps to write a proposal: Mel for HMM; Michael

for NBMM.

In Memoriam: Muriel Duckworth,
August 25, 2009

PASSING THE LIGHT: REMEMBERING &
CELEBRATING MURIEL DUCKWORTH

Please join the Duckworth family and friends as
we remember and celebrate Muriel's life.

Sunday, September 27, 2009 2:00 p.m.
Seton Auditorium, Mount Saint Vincent

University

Help MSVU plan for the reception: RSVP
presidents.office@msvu.ca (902) 457-6457

So great is the hurry in the spirit of this
world, that in aiming to do business quickly
and to gain wealth, the creation at this day
doth loudly groan. -

John Woolman, 1772

Reta Hatfield, June 28, 2009

Memorial in the Manner of Friends, July 25, Houlton,
Maine

Reta Lorraine Carver Hatfield (July 28, 1940 – June
28, 2009) was born in Marietta, Ohio, on July 28,
1940, and grew up in that community. After
graduation from high school, she attended Bible
College for one year, followed by mission work in
Mexico with underprivileged children in the early
1960s. It is there that she adopted her daughter,
Rachael, at the age of two months. Rachael lives in
Eastern Maine and is the mother of Marlaina (17)
and Patrick (19) Churchill.

Following a leading to help those who are sick or
injured, Reta began her studies to become a nurse
in the early 1970s. She attained her LPN in 1973 and
RN in 1988 at the Regents College of the State of
New York (now called Excelsior College). She has
enjoyed very much being a nurse in Maine.

Douglas Hatfield and Reta were married on July 13,
1973 in Ashburnham, MA, and Doug also legally
became the father of Rachael. In December 1974, a
son was born to Reta and Doug. Blessing their lives
for four years, Shawn sadly passed away from a
congenital heart defect in March of 1978.

In 1986 the Hatfields moved to Eastport, Maine and
soon began attending Cobscook Friends Meeting.
Together they joined the Religious Society of
Friends (Quakers) in 1991. Reta was active in the
First Day School at Cobscook Meeting, and during
silent worship there received inspiration to write
two short essays, “The Gift” and “Faith, Hope and
Love.” Reta later discovered that she had a Quaker
ancestor, a farmer who lived in Ohio in the 1800s

After Reta’s bout with cancer, the Hatfields decided
to move in 2004 to Houlton, Maine – a compact
community with a good hospital. They were
welcomed with open arms by the Houlton-
Woodstock Worship Group of NBMM, Canadian Yearly
Meeting, and transferred their membership to NBMM
in 2006. Reta inspired women in the Worship Group
to knit/crochet squares, which she beautifully put
together to form many blankets, for ill and
traumatized children (the Linus Project). Reta and
Doug also participated in the weekly silent vigil for
peace in Houlton when her health allowed.

Some of Reta’s works were published in the summer
issue of Canadian Friend. Her writings were also
compiled into two identical booklets, one for her
family and one for NBMM. Reta will be greatly
missed by all who knew her as a person of grace,
depth and love with a great generosity of Spirit not
only for follow human beings but for all of God’s
creatures.


